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01582 664772   www.smartautomotive.co 
Smart Automotive, Units 17 & 18 Icknield Way Farm, Tring Road, Eaton Bray LU6 2JX

SMART AUTOMOTIVE IS THE TRADING NAME OF SMART TOUCH (MK) LIMITED

EXPERTISE, QUALIT Y & EXPERIENCE
E S T  2 0 0 3

Car Bodyshop, Service Workshop & MOT Bay 

MOT TESTING 
FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS

4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT  
& TYRE FITTING

SPECIALISTS IN COMPLETE  
CLASSIC CAR RESTORATION

DEALER TRAINED TECHNICIANS

EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE IN  
PRESTIGE CAR PAINTWORK & REPAIR

ACCIDENT & VANDALISM DAMAGE

INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN

MOBILE BODY REPAIRS 
ALLOY WHEELS - DENTS - BUMPERS 

CHIPS - SCRATCHES - SCUFFS 
Fully equipped vans that come  

to your home or office

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
LOAN CARS AVAILABLE
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reproduced without permission.

Kindly Note
If the event you wish to advertise falls in the first 
week of the month, it is advisable to get the details 
into Focus a month earlier. The magazines are 
not delivered from the printers until the first of the 
month, therefore it takes a few days for them all to 
be circulated throughout the village.
Editor

The Focus Magazine 
Committee

Focus is online at www.thefocusmagazine.co.uk

NORTHALL BAPTIST 
CHAPEL

Chapel Lane, Northall
(just beyond the 30 speed limit signs on 

the road towards Leighton Buzzard)
Everyone is welcome to our Sunday 
worship each week between 11am and 
12.30pm including tea/coffee and time to 
talk together.

For more information contact:
John Hazell 01525 218142

Email northallchapel@btinternet.com
Web: www.northallbaptistchurch.org

There has been a Baptist Chapel in Northall 
for more than 200 years. Today we continue 
to seek to worship God, serve him in our 
daily lives and support and encourage one 
another in the difficult and the joyful times.

The paper 
used for this 
magazine is 

sourced from 
sustainable 

forests and can 
be recycled

August Focus will be a joint issue for 
August & September. Don’t forget 

to send in your August & September 
entries by 10th July

www.thefocusmagazine.co.uk
www.northallbaptistchurch.org
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Weekly
Mon-Sun St. Mary’s Edlesborough is open most days 10am-4pm, sometimes longer. 

Look for the OPEN sign below the notice board
Mon-Fri (term) Eaton Bray Pre-school, Eaton Bray Lower School, 01525 220468, admin@eba.ec
Mon-Fri (term) Dagnall Under 5’s, Dagnall Village Hall, 9.15am - 12.15pm, Mrs Ann Tobin 07816 358342
Mon-Fri (term) Edlesborough Primary Academy Pre-School, 01525 220431, epamanager@epa-primary.org 
Mon-Fri (term) Totternhoe Pre-school, Totternhoe CE Academy, 01582 662959, totternhoeoffice@tot.dsamat.

co.uk
Mondays Pilates, 10.45am, Totternhoe Memorial Hall, Lisa: 07832 230774
Mondays Dagnall Community Choir, All Saints Church 7.45-9.45pm, w:dagnall-community-choir.co.uk
Mondays (term) Movement and exercise classes with a dance flavour, Northall VH 2-3.30. Jan 01442 864271.
Mondays Curtain Call Youth Theatre 5-7.30pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Gavyn 01525 220525
Mondays Curtain Call Theatre Group, 7:30-10:30pm Eaton Bray VH, Sheila sdtwinkletoes@yahoo.co.uk
Mondays KFPA ISTD ballet classes, Edlesborough Memorial Hall 4pm-6.30pm (4years+)

Contact Kiri 07988161043 or visit Facebook page ‘KF PerformingArts/KFPA’ for info
Mondays Cubs (8-10 ½ years old), 6.30pm - 8pm, 1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout Hut, High Street, 

Edlesborough. Contact Liz Coates 01442 842550
Mondays Yoga, 6:45pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, contact 07837 727302
Mondays Barre, 8pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, contact 07837 727302
Mondays Eaton Bray Tennis Club - 4-7pm mini / junior tennis coaching 
Mondays Eaton Bray Tennis Club - 7-8pm Adult Coaching ‘Get Back Into Tennis’
Tuesdays Pilates, 10-11am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Nicky Roussou 07861 162680
Tuesdays Totternhoe Baby & Toddler Group, 9.30-11.15am, St. Giles Church Hall, Ruth Allen, 01525 

222468 or 07796 265174 or email ruthallen002@gmail.com
Tuesdays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray VH, 07800 518654 
Tuesdays 
Fortnightly

Coffee Morning, Bring & Buy, Table Top Sale, 10-11:30am, Salvation Army Hall, Booth Place, 
Eaton Bray

Tuesdays Keep Fit class, Edlesborough Memorial Hall 11 - 12noon
Tuesdays Jazzercise 9:15-10am, Eaton Bray VH, Annis, annisjazzercise@gmail.com 07447 409666
Tuesdays 12-3pm, Chiltern Art Club, St Giles Church Hall, Totternhoe, Contact 01582 607315/872115
Tuesdays Eaton Bray Tennis Club - 6-7.30pm Social play for all adults
Wednesdays Pilates, 8pm, Northall Village Hall, Lisa: 07832 230774
Wednesdays Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club, 10am - 3pm, Northall Village Hall, Contact 

Anna on 07854 230243
Wednesdays Art Course online 9.30 -11.30 am, contact Lorna Moore 07896 619660
Wednesdays Art Course, Bellows Mill Eaton Bray, 2-4.30pm, contact Lorna Moore 07896 619660
Wednesdays Jazzercise 7:30-8:30pm, Eaton Bray VH, Annis, annisjazzercise@gmail.com 07447 409666
Wednesdays Eaton Bray Tennis Club - 5-6 pm 9-11 years old tennis coaching & U16 Beginners tennis
Thursdays KFPA Street dance classes, Edlesborough Memorial Hall 4.15pm-6.30pm (4 years+)

Contact Kiri 07988161043 or visit Facebook page ‘KF PerformingArts/ KFPA’ for info
Thursdays Tae Kwon-do, Dagnall Village Hall, 5.45-7.30pm 07813 755785
Thursdays Beavers (6 to 8 years old), 6.15-7.30pm, 1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout Hut, High Street, 

Edlesborough. Contact: ebebeaverleader@ebescouts.co.uk
Thursdays Explorers Scouts (14-18 years old), 8pm-9.30pm, 1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout Hut, 

High Street, Edlesborough. Contact Simon Betts, simon_betts@hotmail.com.
Thursdays Eaton Bray Methodist Church Social Afternoons, 2 - 4pm, All Welcome
Thursdays Retro Line Dance Class. 11.15am to 12.45pm. Eaton Bray Village Hall. Beginners welcome.   

www.jukeboxjunction.co.uk info@jukeboxjunction.co.uk 07864212171
Thursdays (term) Vinyasa yoga, 7:30-8:30pm The Coffee Tavern eleanorlangton@outlook.com 07969 315384
Fridays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray VH, 07800 518654
Fridays Jazzercise 9:15-10am, Eaton Bray VH, Annis, annisjazzercise@gmail.com 07447 409666

Village Diary

www.jukeboxjunction.co.uk


5

Fridays Stay & Play toddler group, ‘Musical Monkeys’ at the Eaton Bray Village Hall, 10-11.30am, 
£4.50 for one adult and child, £1 for extra children/adults, 0-6 months free

Fridays Scouts, (10½ to 14 years old), 7.00-8.30pm, 1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout Hut, High 
Street, Edlesborough. Contact Mark Owen, ebescoutleader@ebescouts.co.uk, 07899 892344

Fridays “Little Luvvies” baby ballet classes,10am-11.30am, Northall Village Hall. Contact Emma 
Whittemore on 01525 376124

Saturdays Jazzercise 9-10am, Eaton Bray VH, Annis, annisjazzercise@gmail.com 07447 409666
Saturdays KFPA Musical theatre classes, Edlesborough Memorial Hall 9.30-10.30am (4years+)

Contact Kiri 07988161043 or visit Facebook page ‘KF PerformingArts/ KFPA’ for info
Sundays Sunday Worship at 11am, Edlesborough Baptist Church, Moor End, LU6 2FL. Contact: 01525 

222064 or edlesboroughbaptistchurch@gmail.com
Sundays Yoga, 9:30am-10:30am, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, contact eleanorlangton@outlook.com 

or 07969315384
Sundays Karate for kids & adults, 2:30-4pm & 4:30-6pm, Eaton Bray VH, Contact 07500 007779
Sundays Eaton Bray Tennis Club - 10am -12pm Social play for all adults
Monthly
1st Monday Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern (except Jan-2nd Monday)
1st Monday Eaton Bray W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm. Eaton Bray Methodist Church Hall. Contact Margaret Jones 

on 01525 220991
1st & 3rd Tues Dunstable & District Orbit (social and charitable) Club meet at Dunstable Rugby Club at 8pm. 

For details contact 01525 222441 or 01582 755147
1st Saturday St. Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray Coffee Morning, 10:30am - 12 noon (July held on 2nd Saturday)
1st Saturday St Mary’s Book Swap, 10:30am -12 noon (July held on 2nd Saturday
2nd Monday Film Society, Sep to May, 2pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Graham Chappell 01525 220883
2nd Tuesday Dunstable & District Local History Society meeting, 7.45pm, Methodist Church Hall, Dunstable
2nd Tuesday Edlesborough W.I. Meeting, 7.30 pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall. Contact Sue Bingham  

01525 222522
2nd Wednesday St.Mary’s Ladies Guild, 2pm, St.Mary’s, Eaton Bray
2nd Wednesday Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Lions Club, 7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
2nd Saturday Workshops Dynamic Yoga 9.30-11am £10 Eaton Bray Coffee Tavern, Keira 07936 693696
2nd Saturday Cafe Community, 11am-1pm, Eaton Bray Methodist Church,, October to May only
3rd Thursday Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
2nd Friday Leukaemia Research Coffee Morning 2, Dunstable Road, Dagnall 10.30 a.m. all welcome. No 

meeting in September, June plant bring and buy, December Sherry & mince pies
3rd Sunday Lunch club 11.30 to 2.00pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Chris Hewitt 222288
Last Saturday Coffee Morning, 10:00-12 noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church

Village Diary

This Month’s One Off/Annual/Irregular Events
2nd July St.Mary’s Village Carnival, from 11am, Edlesborough Green
17th July Open Gardens, 11am-5pm, £7.50 from gazebo in St. Mary’s churchyard, Eaton Bray
26th July Summer Messy Church Morning, 10:30am - 12:30pm, St. Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray
30th July Dagnall Village Hall Summer Craft Fair, 11am-3pm 

St Mary’s 
Village 

Carnival
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 Come and join us for Messy Summer 
 

 There will be craft activities,  
         games, outdoor fun,  

                               stories and singing at our  
                        Summer Messy Church mornings 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Tuesday 26th July, 2nd  August, 9th August 
 

                                  10.30am – 12.30pm 

      Please bring a picnic to join us for lunch 
 
 
 
 

All primary school age children & toddlers 
with parents, grandparents or carers  

are welcome 
 

Then, please join us for Messy Sunday 
28th August,  at 10.00am   

and show everyone what we did! 
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Police Contact Numbers...
making neighbourhoods safer together

General Assistance (Recommended Number): 101        Emergency: 999
Bedfordshire Police (Eaton Bray)

Leighton Buzzard Police Station/Kathryn Horgan: 01582 473411
Typetalk: 18001 01582 473418

Email: LPT.LeightonBuzzardLinslade&Rural@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
Thames Valley Police (Edlesborough, Dagnall & Northall)

PCSO Jackie Dodson
Email: greatbrickhillwingivinghoenhpt@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

EDaN Community Transport
Peter Williams: 01442 842506

Village Hall Booking Contacts
Northall: Lorna Cubbage Tel:  07857 318696 www.edlesborough-pc.gov.uk/nvh 

Email:northallvhbookings@gmail.com
Eaton Bray: Norman Lee Tel: 07975 797202

Email: bookings@ebvh.co.uk Website www.ebvh.co.uk
Dagnall: Bev Way 07875 462128 & Trish Owen 07762 151364 

Email DVH_Bookings@outlook.com
Edlesborough Memorial Hall: Penny Pataky, Tel: 01525 229358

Email: manager@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk

Village
 Info

Helpline: 07930 987064
Manned phone hours:  

9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday 
(An answering service is available for out-of-hours calls)

Call us if you want help with getting to the surgery/hospital, collecting 
prescriptions, minor errands or d-i-y jobs, form-filling, walking your pet, on-
line shopping support etc. or if you would welcome our befriending service.

We help people of Eaton Bray and adjacent villages

Defibrillator Locations
These units are registered with the Ambulance Services. To access them, please 
phone 999. You will be given the access code and the location of the unit will be 
confirmed. The defibrillator is easy and safe to use. The units can be found on the 

outside walls of the following locations:
Dagnall: Red Lion Public House & Munns Farm Shop

Eaton Bray: The Coffee Tavern
Northall: The Swan Public House

Edlesborough: Edlesborough Memorial Hall & Baptist Church, Summerleys

www.ebvh.co.uk


8

Vicar: Rev’d Joy Cousans 
The Vicarage, 11 High Street, Eaton Bray - Tel: 01525 220261

Associate Priest: Rev’d Stephen Burge
Church Warden & Pastoral Matters: Catherine Hayden (01525 220527)

Reader: Gordon Gray (01525 220136)
Website: www.stmaryseatonbray.org.uk  Facebook: St Mary’s Eaton Bray

Eaton Bray with Edlesborough
 Parish News

It doesn’t seem that long ago that we were chiming in the New Year, but here we are 
already in July with Carnival time upon us! Looking through the programme for this 
year’s Carnival it is amazing how many different things are going on, from craft and 
book stalls to BBQs, from a tug of war to bird of prey, as well as classic car displays, 
live music and our very own royal procession – it’s all very exciting!
The Carnival is such a wonderful time because we all come together as a community to 
celebrate and have fun. After the covid pandemic, but also now with issues around the 
cost of living there has never been a more important time for us all to come together, to 
support each other and to be a community. Throughout his ministry, Jesus taught about 
the importance of including everyone in the celebration of God’s love, as well as the 
need for us to look out and look after those who are in difficulty, especially those who 
may have been forgotten and left behind. St Peter and important figures in the early 
Church, also recognised the great benefits of being in a community: being together not 
only helps our spiritual lives, but by working together we are also able to help others 
more effectively and in greater numbers. A big part of our Carnival is the fact that it 
raises money for charities, both locally and nationally. So, by joining in the fun, we 
will also be helping others.
This year’s Carnival also has a theme: Love our Planet. This carnival time I encourage 
you all to think about our planet and our local environment. In Genesis, it says that 
when God created the world, he looked at what he had created and saw that it was 
good. Over the years, humans have made the planet less good, polluting the waters, 
harming wildlife and their habitats, and pumping harmful gases into the atmosphere. 
I think we can all ask ourselves what can we do to help make our local environment 
better? The effects of pollution will have an impact on many generations to come 
and God calls all of us to try and do what we can to help create a better world for the 
children of tomorrow.
So this Carnival time I hope that you have some time to enjoy the festivities, and that 
you can join in with all the fun. But, as you tuck into some home-
made cake or enjoy the live music, I hope that we can remember 
the power and value of coming together as a community. I hope 
that you we can all find a moment to think about some of the people 
in need that our charities will be supporting. And I hope that, come 
rain or shine, we can all give thanks for our beautiful world and 
think about those things that we can do to make our environment 
and our world a better place for all.
Rev’d Stephen Burge

www.stmaryseatonbray.org.uk
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Services at St Mary’s Church
SUNDAYS :	 10.00am 	 PARISH HOLY COMMUNION
		  On First and Third Sunday of each month:

8.00am	 HOLY COMMUNION
		  On Third Sunday of each month:

10.00am 	 WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE a shorter, less formal 
service.

WEEK-DAYS:	 Wednesday:  	 10.00am 	 Holy Communion
EVERYONE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES. 

DETAILS AND ONLINE WORSHIP: www.stmaryseatonbray.org.uk

Dagnall Church Services
The All Saint’s Dagnall Sunday service is at 
10.30am on the 3rd Sunday of  each month. 

All welcome. 

We encourage people to wear a face covering. 

Any  queries please contact Phillip Lee on 
07977234453. 

Dagnall Church, Ringshall Road HP4 1RL

In light of the current Coronavirus situation the Pastoral Care 
Team at St. Mary’s, Eaton Bray welcomes your assistance in 
identifying any of our parishioners who might be sick or otherwise 
benefit from their support during this challenging time. Please 
contact us at admin@stmaryseatonbray.org.uk in this regard.

John Hockey - 1950 to 2022
Jacky and family would like to thank everyone for their 
wonderful messages of support and tributes to John in the 
past few months, and also for their attendance at his funeral.
He loved living in the area and will be fondly remembered 
and missed by many, especially me.
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All Saints Dagnall will be holding a Flower festival in September.  We have 
already invited many local organisations to take part, but if your organisation 
has been missed out and you would like to contribute, please contact Barbara 
Morton as soon as possible.
In addition to this, we will be creating a number of individual arrangements 
which can be sponsored in memory of a loved one.  For these we would ask 
for a donation of £25, and your loved one’s name would be displayed below the 
arrangement.  There are only 8 of these arrangements available.  Again, please 
contact Barbara if you would like to sponsor one of these.  
The weekend will begin on Friday evening with a special 
preview, with wine and canapes, accompanied by live music.  
This should be a really lovely occasion.  Then the festival will 
run from 10am till 5pm on Saturday and from 12 noon till 5pm  
on Sunday, followed at 6pm by a special service of thanksgiving.  
Contact details are as follows:
Barbara Morton
Telephone 01525 852368
email  barbara.morton1@gmail.com 

All Saints Dagnall Flower Festival, 
16 - 18 September 2022

Take a book you want to read
Leave a book you want to share

The Book Swap continues to do well. Please come along to browse our book shelf 
and enjoy coffee and cake in the church.

Future Book Swap dates at St Mary’s Church
July 9th 10.30 – 12.00

August 6th 10.30 – 12.00
September 3rd 10.30 – 12.00

We are only accepting novels in good condition and we asking that you only 
bring them when the Book Swap is open.  Please note we are not accepting 
cookery books and factual books or any large amounts of books.  
For more information, or if you would like to be involved, please contact:
Chris Sanders	  Email: chris.sanders45@gmail.com
Jenifer MacKenzie	  Email: jenimackenzie@hotmail.com
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Technology Support
for Home and Business

Onsite or Remote Support
PCs, Smartphones, Tablets, Printers

Broadband, Internet, WiFi, Email
Security Guidance

Virus Protection & Removal
Upgrades & Installations

Data and System Recovery
Hardware & Software Troubleshooting

Home & Office Network Setup & Support

01525 229695 or 07950 597962
support@morenassociates.co.uk

Free initial consultation

MAMA
Moren Associates

Technology Services

mailto:support%40morenassociates.co.uk?subject=
mailto:sales%40unicornwindows.co.uk?subject=
mailto:sales%40unicornwindows.co.uk?subject=
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Edlesborough Dental Practice 
Telephone: 01525 223175 

11 Cow lane, Edlesborough, LU62HT 

www.flossandsmile.co.uk 
Get the Beautiful Smile You Deserve! 
EMERGENCY TEXT TO : 07590035899 

 
General Family Dentistry *Crowns *Bridges *Dentures *Smile Makeovers 

*Tooth Whitening *Tooth straightening *Implants *Botox  
*Hygienist *Sedation *0% Finance  

      

 
The Clear Alternative 

to Braces 
 

 
Implants 

  

"Excellent 
experience. 
I nearly fell 

asleep whilst 
having my 

fillings done! 
Very reassuring 

- no rush. 
I was made to 

feel completely 
at ease. 

Thank you!"  
-  R.R 

"Without doubt 
the most 

competent, 
gentle & lovely 
dentist in the 

Northern 
hemisphere! 
I won't see 

anyone else. 
Thank you  

from a nervous 
patient." 

- M.B. 

 

Dentist : 
Dr A. Johar 

GDC number : 111350 
 

Hygienist: 
Mrs Jane Shrowder 
GDC number : 2344 

http://www.flossandsmile.co.uk
http://www.computamation.co.uk
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Interior and Exterior
All work carried out to the 

highest standard

For all your painting & decorating requirements
Domestic and Commercial

call Max for a free estimate with no obligation   
maxbro@btinternet.com

Simply the BEST Carpet & Upholstery
cleaning you can get

• The most modern, up-to-date equipment
• Hot Water Extraction 

• Stain Removal Service
• Most of my work is recommendations 

or repeat business
• I carry my own water and remove all waste water

• Commerical, Industrial and residential Carpet 
& Upholstery Cleaning service

01525 851 811 or 
Mobile 07790 034818
Email : sales@deep-cleaners.co.uk

Website : deep-cleaners.co.uk
Approved Prochem Trained

Please Call Darren Batchelor for a free quotation on: 

David John Harris

(Established 1992)
All Fencing Work • All Gates • Paving • Patios 

Driveways • Shingle • Hedge Setting and Cutting 
Grass Cutting • Turfing Specialist • Exterior 

Painting Service • Sheds Small Building Work 
Trees & Shrubs Supplied

Tel/Fax: 01525 221745
Mobile: 07889 143713

Barry Cato
Motor Repairs

Servicing, repairs and MOT’s arranged
Workshop at:

r/o Norfolk House Farm, Harling Road
Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Beds, LU6 1QY

Tel: 	01525 221681 (workshop)
	 07836 650015 (mobile)

Est. 1981
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Dominic Woolcott
Painter & Decorator

For a professional job call:
01525 229682 or 07747 042879

■ Internal & External
■ Plastering & Coving
■ Insurance Work
■ 20 Years Experience
■ Competitive Rates
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P. DYER ELECTRICAL 
For all your Electrical & Testing & Inspection needs 

• All Testing & Inspection • CCTV Systems 

• Rewires • PAT Testing 
• Security Systems/Lighting • Fuse Boards 
• LED & Low Energy Lighting • Fault Finding/Repairs 

Fully insured, Part P registered, all work guaranteed.  
Fast, friendly and reliable local electrician.  For a free,   

no-obligation estimate, call Paul on:    
                      Tel: 01525 222109 
                    Mobile: 07850 682815 

                    www.pdyerelectrical.co.uk 
  

Patricia’s Cuisine
Catering For All Occasions

• Buffets, Dinners •
• Christenings, Weddings, Funerals •
• Promotions & Business Lunches •

For Enquiries & Menu
Meadside Farm, 104 High Street,

Eaton Bray, Bedfordshire, LU6 2DP
Telephone: 01525 222174

www.patriciascuisine.co.uk

www.pdyerelectrical.co.uk
www.patriciascuisine.co.uk
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GRASS ROOTS 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

 
TREE SURGERY, HEDGE PRUNING, 

SELECTION SUPPLY AND PLANTING OF 
TREES, SHRUBS AND HEDGES. 

REGULAR MAINTENANCE/ONE-OFF JOBS 
(Fully insured) 

Brian McMahon NCH (Arb) 
01525 221960 

S M Reilly & Son Ltd
General Builders & Contractors

Turning Your House into
 a Home Since 1987

All aspects of the building trade undertaken
*Extensions*Hard Landscaping*

*Windows, Doors & Conservatories*
*Fitting of Aluminium Bi-fold Doors*

*Kitchen & Bathrooms*Drives*
*Loft Conversions*

01525 221740 07970 637511

Steve Johns
All mowers and garden machinery 

repaired and serviced
Collection and delivery available

07720 828166

Steve the Mower Man

Will Kimberley
Garden Services

01442 255784
Phone for a free no obligation written estimate
wkgardenservices@btconnect.com

• High hedges a speciality
• Fences erected and repaired
• General garden tidy up’s
• In fact any job in the garden!

http://www.flicksandbangs.com
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Established over 20 Years

Duncan Tomblin 
TREE SURGEON

Forestry Contractor • Tree Felling
Crown Reduction & Thinnings
Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting

Stump Grinding • Site Clearance
Private Agriculture Fencing Contractor

Chipper & Stump Grinding Hire
Digger Hire

FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE ESTIMATES

‘The Best Choice For Your Tree’

12 Greenways, Eaton Bray, Beds

TEL: (01525) 221946
MOBILE: (07802) 410728

     

        For a top quality 
  decorating job call 
 
  
  

 Marc Flack 
  
   

 01442 842639 (Dagnall) 
   
  
 
 

 Trading locally for over 15 years 

        References are available. 

http://www.andersondrs.co.uk
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Tel: 01525 220468 

Email: admin@eba.ec 
www.eatonbrayacademy.co.uk 

Eaton Bray Academy 
Visit our school website to find out more about us, watch our 

virtual school tour or arrange a socially distanced visit. 
 

We have availability for pupils from the term after they turn two 
to Year 6. 

. “Pupils are unfailingly proud of their school” 
Ofsted, 2019 
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WORLD’S BIGGEST COFFEE 
MORNING 

COFFEE,CAKES AND MORE 
 

FRIDAY 23rd  SEPTEMBER 
ST MARY’S CHURCH, EATON BRAY 

10.00 TILL MIDDAY 
 

EVERYONE WELCOME. PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT US. 
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At the start of our celebration of the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee, we received the exciting news 
that Gordon Gray had been awarded the British 
Empire Medal in the Birthday Honours!
All who know Gordon, recognise him to be a 
remarkable man, not only with adventurous ideas, 
but also the energy and enthusiasm to see them 
through. From the late 1980s when he moved here, 
Gordon has worked with tireless energy on many 
projects which have not only raised funds for local 
and regional charities but have also brought people 
together and created community fun.
St Mary’s Village Carnival, which is such an 
important community occasion, grew out of St Mary’s Church Fair, a small, traditional 
fete. After Gordon took a leadership role in 1990, the ‘Fair’ became ‘Carnival’ and 
grew to be the extravaganza that we know, when up to 10,000 people from far and 
wide, visit Edlesborough Green for a family day out.  
Of the funds raised by Carnival, half goes to St Mary’s Church Eaton Bray, specifically 
to keep in good repair the beautiful Grade 1 listed building that belongs to the whole 
community. The rest of the money is donated to local charities and community groups.  
In the past, Florence Nightingale, Rennie Grove & Keech hospices, Luton & Dunstable 
neo-natal Unit, Bedfordshire Farm Crisis Network, East Anglia Air Ambulance, 
Medical Detection Dogs, The Wildlife Trust and many others have benefited.  Since 
1995, an amazing quarter of a million pounds has been raised and distributed!
Without doubt, Carnival depends upon the efforts of dozens of people but it is clear that 
the imagination, drive, energy and determination that brings it all together originated 
with Gordon Gray.
Christmas Puzzle
In addition to his other fundraising, Gordon Gray has for 30 years compiled an 
annual Christmas Puzzle.  This is not a general knowledge quiz but the kind of puzzle 
that appeals to people who like solving difficult cryptic crosswords.  Because of its 
complexity, it takes Gordon almost the whole year to devise the clues and as soon 
as one puzzle has been marked and prize winners notified, he starts work on the next 
year’s clues.
Participants are asked to make a donation in appreciation of the fun it has given them; 
this is then passed on to a range of good causes chosen annually. In this way, over the 
30 years, the Puzzle has raised an amazing sum of money now verging on £120,000. 
Music@St Mary’s
Before Gordon took the lead on fundraising at St Mary’s Church, there were occasional 
concerts, but under his leadership these blossomed into an annual programme of 
musical events. The Poppy Prom deserves particular mention as this was entirely the 
brain-child of Gordon, combining elements of the Festival of Remembrance and The 
Last Night of the Proms, bringing commemoration of those lost in war, to the people 

Gordon Gray BEM
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of our local community, and supporting the work of The British Legion. 
Open Gardens
Many communities have Open Gardens in the summer months but the idea of holding 
such an event here, originated with Gordon.  It raises funds for St Mary’s but is also an 
extremely enjoyable day, looked forward to by the whole community.  
Gordon says that organising all these events has given him great pleasure, but we know 
they involve hours of effort in planning and also in building up the teams which join 
him in achieving what are in many cases highly adventurous objectives. And I think 
this is an important point – Gordon is not only a ‘doer’ but also an ‘enabler’; he gets 
the idea, but enables others to achieve the objectives with him.
Lay Reader at St Mary’s Church
Gordon was licensed as Lay Reader in the Diocese of St Albans in 1998.  He has 
worked throughout the whole of the North Chilterns Group of nine churches.  The 
congregation of St Mary’s can give testimony to the fact that he puts into this work the 
same energy and zeal as into his community fund-raising.  
Christmas is a special time and many people who are not regular church goers, make 
attending their local church part of their family tradition.  Gordon Gray took charge of 
the Christmas Eve Candle Service at St Mary’s many years ago, and with strong lateral 
thinking, he combined the joy of the traditional Carol Service with fun, congregation 
participation and his usual energetic delivery.  In consequence, so many families 
started to attend, that the Candle Service had to be split into two services.  In normal 
non-Covid times, 500-600 people attend each year.  Pleasingly, young adults who first 
attended as little children, return every Christmas Eve; it is clearly an important part of 
what Christmas means to them.
Many congratulations to Gordon on his so well deserved award!

Meet Snoopy, a petite lurcher who was born in 2018. He is 
a lovely, cheeky little lad who has had too many homes in 
his short life and we would love to see him happily settled 
in a loving home for the rest of his days. He walks very 
nicely on the lead and travels well in a car. He gets a bit 
excited around other dogs but we are working on this. 
Snoopy needs a home with a secure garden and could 
probably live with another dog pending introductions but 
not cats or other small furries. For more info please see 

his album on our Facebook page. Visit our website for info about adoption 
and an application form. To support our work it’s easy to make a one-off donation 
of £3 simply by texting APPLE to 70111, or donate via Paypal using the ‘DONATE 
Support a Cause’ option. Cheques are very welcome too!

Appledown Rescue Dog of the Month

Appledown Rescue & Rehoming Kennels Harling Road, Eaton Bray LU6 1QY
01525 220383 (10am-1pm & 2-4 pm)  E-mail: appledown.kennels@btinternet.com  

Website: www.appledownrescue.co.uk  Viewings are by appointment only.
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram!
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Edlesborough Parish Council News
Including Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall

Annual Meeting of Edlesborough Parish Council
This meeting was held on 19th May 2022. Cllr Alan Williams was elected as Chairperson for a 
further year. Cllr Rosie Booth was elected as Vice-Chairperson. 
Council reviewed and agreed roles and responsibilities for a further year. The full minutes of the 
meeting can be viewed on the EPC website.
Annual Parish Meeting 2022
The Annual Parish Meeting was held on 24th May in Edlesborough Memorial. Despite the 
Council’s best efforts to advertise this meeting only 16 parishioners attended. 
During the meeting the audience listened to and raised questions in response to the following 
presentations;
	 Edlesborough Pavilion Project	 Traffic Calming	
	 Edlesborough Play Area Project	 Friends of the Church on the Hill
	 Edlesborough Parish Neighbourhood Plan Update	 EDaN Beautification Team
	 Edlesborough Community Sports Club	 Buckinghamshire Cllr Chris Poll
The minutes of the meeting and copies of the presentations can be viewed on the Edlesborough 
Parish Council website.
New Artwork in EMH
Parishioners who attend classes in EMH or who have recently attended meetings in EMH will 
have seen the new artwork in Edlesborough Memorial Hall. 
Eight images of Edlesborough have been kindly donated to EPC by the late Mr John Hockey and 
by Mr Andy Parrot. These have been made into canvases (examples of some are shown below) 
and are now on display in Edlesborough Memorial Hall.

EPC May Council Meeting
The May EPC meeting had a very full Agenda including making decisions on breaches in allotment 
agreements, parishioners trees overhanging pavements so as to cause a danger, reviewing and 
adopting the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations, Reviewing the charges for the Green, 
EMH, Allotments and Cemetery and much more. A full copy of the minutes including the new 
charges can be viewed on the EPC website.
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Annual Return 2021/22
The internal Audit of the Accounts for the year 2021/22 has been completed and the Council 
subsequently approved the Annual Return for the year ending March 2022 at the May 2022 
Council meeting. The Accounts have now been submitted to the external auditor PKF Littlejohn. 
EPC hereby gives Notice Public Rights and Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return for the Accounts for the year ended March 2022. 
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounting records for the 
financial year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and 
other documents relating to those records must be made available for inspection by any person 
interested. These documents will be available on reasonable notice by application to the Clerk. 
The inspection period is 30 working days, commencing 13 June 2022 and ending 22 July 2022.  
Buckinghamshire Councillors
Cllr Chris Poll and Cllr Peter Brazier continue to attend the EPC meetings and the Annual Parish 
meeting. They keep Council appraised of decisions and activities at Buckinghamshire Council and 
offer the EPC advice and assistance on a variety of matters.
The monthly Buckinghamshire Councillors’ reports can be found on the EPC 
website along with the EPC meeting minutes.
MVAS
At the time of writing this report it is hoped that the three Mobile Vehicle 
Activated Signs have now been deployed within the parish. The purpose of 
these signs is to remind drivers of the speed limit and to encourage them to 
reduce their speed through our villages. Data collected by the signs can also be 
used as evidence for other traffic calming measures. 
Improvements to the Children’s Play Area on Edlesborough Green
EPC are currently awaiting the decision of the Planning Inspectorate as to 
whether they can proceed with their project to install new children’s play 
equipment on Edlesborough Green.
Grass & Hedge Cutting in the Villages

Grass Verges
Now that the growing season is in full swing the Council requests that drivers 
do not park on the grass verges in the villages. Parking on the verges causes 
damage to them and makes it difficult for the Council’s contractor to cut the 
verge.
Hedge Cutting
The Council contractor is scheduled to cut the Pastures hedge in the last week 
of June.
The Council is aware of concerns about nesting birds and 
endeavours to do all it can to protect them. However the 

Council are also duty bound to ensure that the hedge does not overhang the 
footpath so as to:

1.	Endanger or obstruct the passage of pedestrians
2.	Potentially causes danger to the footpath

EPC asks all parishioners whose trees and/or hedges border the pavements to ensure that their 
hedges are kept well-trimmed ensuring that the maximum pavement width is available for 
pedestrians, pushchair and wheelchair users.
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Ivinghoe Freight Strategy
EPC has been advised that the Ivinghoe Freight Strategy 
is on course to be implemented in September 2022. The 
aim of the strategy is to reroute HGV’s away from specific 
roads/routes in the Ivinghoe area, including the B440.
The image to the right shows HGV vehicles trying to pass 
each other on the B440 on the hill at the junction with the 
High Street in Edlesborough. (Image courtesy of Georgie 
Lowde).
EDaN Community Car Service
This is a group of local volunteers who support parishioners 
with journeys to hospital etc. The group which has been 
inactive due to Covid 19 has now resumed.
The group is in need of more volunteer drivers. Any 
parishioner interested in using the service or volunteering 
should contact the co-ordinator Peter Williams via email 
at peterw500@aol.com  or on 01442 842506.
EDaN Beautification Team
The EDaN Beautification Team continue to work hard tending to the various planters in the 
villages of Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall which are all looking lovely.
Do you enjoy gardening and have some time to spare?
The EDaN Beautification Team is running low on volunteers for the tidying and watering of these 
planters. Anyone interested in getting involved or helping out with the watering should contact 
Mrs Christine Yates on 01525 220739 or chris@brooklyns.org.uk  
Speedwatch & EDaN Traffic Management
Thames Valley Police have relaunched and restarted their Community Speedwatch 
– more information can be found at Restart and relaunch for Community Speedwatch 
in 2021 · Thames Valley Police & Crime Commissioner (thamesvalley-pcc.gov.
uk) Any parishioner interested in becoming involved with the EDaN Community 
Speedwatch for Edlesborough Parish should contact Cllr Alan Williams via email 
at alan.williams@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk  or on 07828 398371
Council Meetings
The next Edlesborough Parish Council Meetings will take place on:

•	 Thursday 21st July 2022 – Edlesborough Memorial Hall
•	 Thursday 15th September 2022 – Edlesborough Memorial Hall

The meetings will commence at 7:30pm.
Parishioners are welcome to attend all Ordinary Parish Council meetings and 
may ask questions, raise issues and give suggestions during the Open Forum 
before the formal start of the meeting. Council requests that where possible 
questions, issues and suggestions are submitted in writing to the Clerk by the 
Tuesday preceding the meeting. 
The Agenda and full minutes of previous Parish Council meetings are available to view on the 
website or from the Parish Clerk. 

Clerk:  Miss Penny Pataky      Office hours Mon – Fri 10am – 1pm (Excl. Wed)
Email:  clerk@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk   01525 229358   Website: www.edlesborough-pc.gov.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/EDANParishCouncil

https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/news-and-events/thamesvalley-pcc-news/2021/03/restart-and-relaunch-for-community-speedwatch-in-2021/
https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/news-and-events/thamesvalley-pcc-news/2021/03/restart-and-relaunch-for-community-speedwatch-in-2021/
https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/news-and-events/thamesvalley-pcc-news/2021/03/restart-and-relaunch-for-community-speedwatch-in-2021/
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In May the wonderful quizzers of EB raised just 
under £600 for 3 wonderful Charities. 
The 1st of these is the Dunstable Foodbank with £250 
who are staffed with wonderful generous volunteers. 
With the increased demand for their services as 
pressures in our economy increases, support from 
within the local community is so important. 
Last month I was able to get over to another worthy 
cause which is Appledown Dogs Rescue and Kennels. 

Here I am with Dolly & Mellissa and the 
wonderful Alexandra Mc Queen & Mungo 
Baggins on a sunny day with these dedicated 
staff who are committed to supporting 365 
days a year looking after these wonderful 4 
legged furry friends.
So until the next quiz, now booked for the 
3rd December, I will give your synapses a 
short massage      with 10 Royal Quiz based 
questions. Answers on page 35.

Questions 
1.	 What country was Prince Phillip born in?
2.	 What are the names of Prince Charles' five grandchildren?
3.	 What is the royal family's real name?
4.	 Which British royal was known for being a rebel when they were young?
5.	 What are the Queen's two middle names?
6.	 Who designed Princess Diana's wedding dress?
7.	 What breed of dog is commonly associated with the Queen?
8.	 Who is 8th in line to the throne?
9.	 What year did Prince Harry and Meghan Markle get married?
10.	 Which month of the year does Trooping the Colour normally take place in?

More updates next month and another round of questions to test your memories. To 
secure your table for the next Quiz, 3rd December, please contact me via my email.
Mintyman1958@gmail.com
Robert Taylor

Eaton Bray Village Hall Quiz

😉😉 

Edlesborough Baptist Church
All are welcome to our 11am service every Sunday

Keep up to date by visiting:
www.edlesboroughbaptist.wix.com/home

Find us on Facebook @gbce2014
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EDLESBOROUGH 
SURGERY

11 Cow Lane Edlesborough
All Enquiries/Appointments 

01525 221630
www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk

Friendly village Practice 
offering a wide range of 

health services including coils/
implants, minor surgery, travel 
advice, in-house blood tests at 
surgery, on-line appointments 

and repeat prescription 
ordering. 

EDLESBOROUGH PHARMACY
01525 223181

Pharmacist – Mitul Patel
Friendly reliable professional service at the pharmacy
 and well-established delivery service to the villages.

Professional advice always available. 
All doctors/dentists/veterinary/hospital prescriptions dispensed. 

Herbal/Homeopathic products available. In addition we supply Disability 
aids, e.g. Wheelchairs,  Incontinence aids, Ostomy/Colostomy products, 

Malaria Prophylaxis, Private Flu Vaccinations
We are happy to order any products you may require.

Instant PASSPORT/ID Photos available
*** New for Everyone with Dunstable Doctors ***

Patients of Kirby Road, West Street, Kingsbury Court, Priory 
Gardens, Eastgate Surgery

Sign up now to have your prescriptions sent electronically to 
Edlesborough Pharmacy. Collect your medication from us, no car park 

charges and a well stocked pharmacy.
We have a free weekly delivery service for the housebound, elderly and 

for those unable to collect from the pharmacy.
email mitul.patel5@nhs.net / Tel 01525 223181 for sign-up forms

www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk
http://www.cafemasala.com
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CHIROPODY HOME VISITING 
PRACTICE

Julia Reading, BSc(Hons)
17 years experience

* Corns * Hard skin * Verrucae
* Thickened/Ingrowing nails
* Nail cutting * Diabetic feet

Please telephone: 0774 647 2781
for more information or to make 

an appointment

JAMES FALCON-CROSS
LANDSCAPING AND 

OUTDOOR LIVING DESIGN
ALL ASPECTS OF LANDSCAPING 

UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING 
FENCING, TURFING AND PATIOS 

TIMBER STRUCTURES
DESIGNED AND BUILT

VEGETABLE AND HERB GARDENS
01442 843258 / 07769 901325
ONECROSSFALCON@GMAIL.COM  

mailto:aspect%40sparky.me?subject=Focus%20Magazine%20advert%20enquiry
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Sales
Lettings
Management

4a Wallace Drive · Eaton Bray · Bedfordshire · LU6 2DF

01525 220605
info@giblinproperty.co.uk
www.giblinproperty.co.uk 
lettings@giblinproperty.co.uk

SALES & LETTINGS
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BEFORE AFTER

Misty Double
Glazing?

KEEP YOUR WINDOW FRAMES...
... WE JUST REPLACE THE GLASS!

• UPVC • Aluminium • Or Wood
Because we replace just the glass the repair is a

Fraction of the cost of a complete replacement window.

mistydoubleglazing.co.uk
QUALITY GLAZING SERVICES

01525 876808
WE ALSO REPLACE BROKEN...

• Glass • Handles • Hinges & Locks
AND REPAIR...Patio Doors & Conservatories!

Over 30
Years

experience.
FREE

Quotes

Over 30
Years

experience.
FREE

Quotes

Stephen D. 
Janes

(Established in 1982)

CARPENTRY, JOINERY
KITCHENS FITTED

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
TELEPHONE: 01525 220649

G & J Groundwork & 
Landscapes

Block Paving * Patios * Driveways
Clearance * Paths * Shingle * Slabs

Artificial Grass * Fencing
Free estimates

Garry 
07949 118011

 

 

Kennels & Kathotel 
 

Offering your pet a fully licensed Dog 
and Cat boarding service. 

Purpose built Dog kennels 

Individual Cat chalets with outdoor 
exercise runs 

All in pleasant country surroundings 
 

 

ILLUSTRIA 
Springfield Road 

Wellhead 
NR Dunstable Beds 

LU6 2JT 
  

Proprietors 
Mick, Denise and Michele Garrod 

http://www.mistydoubleglazing.co.uk
http://www.tonistootsies.co.uk
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 Painting & Decorating  Plastering
 Wall & Floor Tiling  Door Hanging
 Bathroom & Kitchen Installations

20 years experience
All work guaranteed and fully insured

Call Adrian	 :  01582 539179
     Mobile	 :  07789730580

ARC Contract Services Ltd

GARDEN SERVICES LTD
DESIGN I BUILD I MAINTAIN

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS
NCH Horticulture City & Guilds Garden Design

A professional company working with all your garden 
requirements from design to complete landscape.

07773 723236
www.charleshillgardenservices.co.uk

www.allyearroundbbq.co.uk

DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL,
CLEAN AND RELIABLE SERVICE,

 FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY ADVICE
* Plastering & Coving

* Floor Screeding
* Pebbledashing & Rendering

* Dry Lining
* Cornices & Mouldings

* Insurance Work Undertaken

CALL NICK CONWAY ON
Mobile: 07751 830716

17 Kirkstone Drive, Dunstable LU6 3PP

Absolutely Plastered

www.charleshillgardenservices.co.uk
www.allyearroundbbq.co.uk
http://www.mjsecurity.co.uk
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Presentations 
Books, Leaflets Brochures 

Magazines, Adverts
 Design & Layout
Self Publishing

Digitising
Scanning of Photos & 

Documents, Slides & Videos 
Archiving, Photo Repairs

Domain Name, Email 
Address &

Web Site Hosting

01525 229695
enquiries@morenassociates.co.uk
www.morenassociates.co.uk

MAMA
Moren Associates
Publishing Services

Desktop 
Publishing

www.morenassociates.co.uk
http://www.jolatusdance.co.uk
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Five Good Reasons to use Plumm Property
Private Offices - direct savings to you on fees

Local Knowledge - from our highly experienced team

Unrestrictive contracts - no lengthy tie-in periods

Marketing to outside area - attracting London buyers

Managing all your needs with a 1st class professional service

From Offer through to Completion of Sale

01296 660230
www.plummproperty.co.uk

Don’t be alarmed,
we’re here to help!

Established in 1999

e: info@plummproperty.co.uk 

www.plummproperty.co.uk
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McTimoney
CHIROPRACTIC

Margie Craib  BSc BHSI DC AMC MMCA
Human and Animal Treatments

Ashridge Farm, Ringshall, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1ND
Telephone: (01442) 842729

General Chiropractic Council Registration No. 293

All Aspects of Grounds Maintenance 
Leaf Clearance • Grass Cutting/Scarifying
Patios & Driveways • Pressure Washing

Weed Control • Tree Work & Wood Chipping
Fencing • Snow Clearing • Mini Digger Hire
Tel: 01525 839622 Mob: 07876 500292
Email: spinneylandscapes@gmail.com

www.spinneylandscapes.com

www.andertonelectrics.co.uk

See our feedback on Check a trade
www.checkatrade.com/andertonelectrics

Anderton
Electrics

Keepin
g you

 wire
d up.

Contact James direct on:
Mobile: 07771 698 151
Office: 01582 343 123
Email: james@andertonelectrics.co.uk

� Free quotations, no obligations
� Emergency Work – day or night
� Domestic or Commercial
� A name you can trust 

www.andertonelectrics.co.uk

Dunstable - 01582 343 123
Tring - 01442 824 740
Mobile - 07771 698 151
james@andertonelectrics.co.uk

D.A. Windows, Doors 
& Conservatories

	 Emails: 	 dawindows@live.co.uk
		  mimcavinder@hotmail.com 

Telephone: 01582 485443
Mobile: 07807 798387

•	 Installation of  UPVC windows, 
doors and conservatories

•	 Composite doors and side lights – 
choice of  design and colours

•	 Replacement glass units and 
window maintenance

*QUALITY PRODUCTS*
*QUALITY WORKMANSHIP*

*QUALITY PRICES*
Contact us for a quotation or to 

discuss your requirements

ACCREDITED MEMBER 
OF THE  INCORPORATION 

OF PLASTIC WINDOW 
FABRICATORS AND 

INSTALLERS

GOVERNMENT APPROVED 
CERTASS REGISTERED 
CONTRACTOR REG. NO. 

001634

www.spinneylandscapes.com
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May opened with a visit from Rev Ebute Obiabo who gave an encouraging 
sermon on  God’s understanding of our needs and difficulties; in our times of 
need, if we pray for his support, he will help us. We should never give up. 

On the second Sunday we were treated to an inspiring Sunday School Anniversary service led 
by Helen Joels and Paul Wright. It started with an introduction to the Methodist tradition, which 
gives thanks for all the past participants and achievements and trusts God for future ones. Since 
the early days, well over 200 hundred young people have passed through the school, many going 
on to lives of Christian service. Several previous teachers reminisced , sharing happy memories of 
events and performances and there was a delightful display which included records, photos and 
certificates. On the third Sunday we were welcomed by Edlesborough Methodist church at their 
service. Our monthly Communion service took place on the fourth Sunday, led by Roger Owers 
with an excellent sermon on the grace of God. Grace is a gift from God, freely given as a reward 
for belief; we can do nothing to earn it. Our final May service, celebrating Ascension Day, was 
led by our Minister, Rev Nigel Bibbings. He highlighted the importance of the Ascension, which 
demonstrates the authority of Jesus and underlines our responsibility to continue his work. 
A Warm Invitation
If you would like to join us in a Sunday service, you would be very welcome. Our worship 
takes place in the Eaton Bray Methodist Church on Totternhoe Rd and starts at 10.30am.

Eaton Bray Methodist Church

Flowers For All Occasions
Hand Tied Bouquets

Flower Arrangements
Novelties & Gifts : Candles & Diffusers 

Tel: 01525 221920
www.edlesborough-flowers.co.uk

Email: info@edlesborough-flowers.co.uk
2 High Street Edlesborough LU6 2HS

Quiz Answers see page 26
1.	 Corfu, Greece
2.	 George, Charlotte, Louis, Archie and Lilibet
3.	 The House of Windsor
4.	 Prince Harry
5.	 Alexandra Mary
6.	 Elizabeth and David Emanuel
7.	 Corgis
8.	 Lilibet Diana Mountbatten-Windsor
9.	 2018
10.	 June

http://www.etctennis.org
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Left: Edlesborough Church
by Agnieszka Brozek 

Above & Below: Hidden Gem and 
Jubilee Street Party Food by Neil Mills

Your Photos
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We are really looking forward to our autumn concert, which takes 
place on Saturday 10th September, 7.30pm at Eaton Bray Village 
Hall. We will be performing music from our new repertoire and of 

course some old favourites, and would love to see lots of local folk in the audience, 
so please do come along and listen to us! Tickets will be on sale soon, £10 each, 
to include a glass of wine or a soft drink, available by calling 01525 220189 or by 
emailing dagnallcc@gmail.com.
Our Monday night rehearsals continue to be enjoyable and productive evenings, 
combining music and friendship. We’re very excited that we have recently been able 
to reintroduce the social element of our gatherings, now that we don’t have to keep 
two metres apart, and that teas and coffees (and the washing up rota) are once again 
part of our weekly get-together. It’s particularly nice this time of year, when we can 
take our drinks outside and enjoy the summer evening.
If you’d like to join us, 
why not come along to 
one of our rehearsals? 
We meet on Mondays 
at 7.45pm at All Saints 
Church, Dagnall – the 
little church on the 
roundabout. There 
are no auditions, and 
you don’t need to be 
able to read music to 
be part of our choir – 
just a love of singing 
is all that we require! 
We sing in four parts 
- all new members 
are welcome, but we 
would particularly like 
to recruit more voices 
in the tenor and bass 
ranges. 
For more information 
about the choir, please 
visit our website www.
dagnall-community-
choir.co.uk or 
telephone 07443 
037227.

Dagnall Community Choir

  

 

 
 

Tickets £10.00  
 to include a glass of wine or soft drink 

Available from Box Office on 01525 220189 
or email dagnallcc@gmail.com 

www.dagnall-community-choir.co.uk
www.dagnall-community-choir.co.uk
www.dagnall-community-choir.co.uk


38

 

EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL  

UPDATE: December 2015 

 

 

YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN  

We have completed 3 months in the development of our Neighbourhood Plan (NP) and 
are now in the "Evidence gathering and Consultation" phase. 
  
HELP NEEDED 
  
We would like everybody in Eaton Bray to help decide the direction that our 
Neighbourhood Plan should take, please consider these 4 questions:- 

1. What do you like about Eaton Bray? 

2. What don't you like about Eaton Bray? 

3. What do we want in Eaton Bray or What do we need to improve? 

4. What do we want to preserve? 

Please send your suggestions / comments regarding Planning Issues only to “The Clerk, 
Eaton Bray Parish Council, 20 Good Intent, Edlesborough, LU6 2RD. 

Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk - Website: www.ebpc.co.uk 

The Steering Group will be reporting progress through the Focus Magazine so that 
residents can keep up to date.   If you would like your voice to be heard, please feel free 
to attend the next Steering Group meeting. Meetings are generally planned for the last 
Monday of the month at 19.30 at the Coffee Tavern, Eaton Bray; however due to the 
Christmas break the NP Steering Group will be held on Monday 11th January 2016. 

 

Heidi Head, Parish Clerk & RFO 
Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk - Telephone/Fax: 01525 221464 - Website: www.ebpc.co.uk 
Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on answerphone] 
 

Follow Eaton Bray Parish Council on Facebook and Twitter 
Keep up to date with what is going on in the parish 

Eaton Bray Parish Council Focus Report
A full copy of the minutes for Eaton Bray Parish Council can be found on our 

website: www.ebpc.co.uk. A hard copy of the minutes can also be viewed on the 
Parish Council’s notice board at The Coffee Tavern.

Parish Council Website
To keep up to date with what is happening in your parish, you can get all Parish Council 
news and updates from the Parish Council website. The website has all Parish Council 
meeting agendas, minutes, financial documents and contact information as well as 
official sponsored events/initiatives and is the official council communications website. 
Visit it here: www.ebpc.co.uk
Parish Council Open Office/Surgery
If you need to speak to the Parish Council Clerk about local matters, you can visit the 
Parish Council Office at the Coffee Tavern on the second Tuesday after the monthly 
parish council meeting each month. For further information, please contact the Parish 
Clerk or visit https://www.ebpc.co.uk/parish-council-surgery/FixMyStreet
CBC have a reporting system to make reporting road/street issues easier, quicker and 
more accurate. To report and track highways and environment problems go online/use 
the FixMyStreet app: https://fixmystreet.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING & ANNUAL MEETING OF EATON BRAY 
PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON MONDAY 9 MAY 2022, from 7:00pm
Accounts for Year Ending 31 March 2022 
The final accounts were signed off by the Internal Auditor on the 6 May 2022. The 
accounts will be available for public inspection for a period of 30 working days from 
1 June 2022 to 14 July 2022 and forwarded to the external auditors for 30 June 2022. 
Inspection notices were displayed on the Parish Council website and the Parish Council 
noticeboard (Coffee Tavern) on 31 May 2022.
Chairperson’s Annual Report
A copy of the Chairperson’s annual report can be seen on the Parish Council website or 
obtained by applying to the Parish Clerk.
Coffee Tavern Annual Report
A copy of the Chairperson’s annual report can be seen on the Parish Council website or 
obtained by applying to the Parish Clerk.
Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC)
Cllr Philip Spicer - email: Philip.Spicer@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
CBC Website: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
CBC Email: customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk -
CBC Customer Services: 0300 300 8301 
•	 Greenways: The Parish Council have received a response from Central Bedfordshire 

Council regarding parking improvements in this location. A copy of the response can 
be seen on the Parish Council website or obtained by applying to the Parish Clerk.

Planning Applications – April/May 2022
A copy of the Parish Council’s response to planning applications can be seen on the 
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Parish Council website or obtained by applying to the Parish Clerk.
Year End Accoounts, 31 March 2022 & Monthly Payments, May 2022
The clerk distributed the accounts for the Annual Return to all Parish Councillors. The 
Council signed-off Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2021-2022 and Section 
2 – Accounting Statements 2021-2022. 
•	 31 May 22: The Parish Council gives Notice of appointment of date for the exercise of 

public rights, for accounts for the year ended 31 March 22. Any person interested has 
the right to inspect the accounts by contacting the Parish Clerk. The inspection period 
is 30 working days, commencing 1 June 22 and ending 14 July 22.

•	 A copy of the Parish Council monthly accounts can be seen on the Parish Council 
website or obtained by applying to the Parish Clerk.

Recreation Grounds
•	 The Parish Council are to look at options for groundwork improvements to the play 

area.
•	 The Parish Council are looking into suitable lighting for School Lane recreation 

ground.
Watercourse/Mill End Close
•	 There appears to be another water leak up-stream, the Parish Council will get this 

assessed and make a decision of any works to be carried out should the findings find 
this a requirement.

Parish Allotments
All plots are currently let. The Parish Council does hold a waiting list. Should you wish 
to be added to the list, please contact the Parish Clerk to register your interest.
•	 An Allotment Inspection is due to be carried out to all allotment plots May/June 2022.
Speedwatch
If you would like to get involved in trying to slow down traffic in the village or are 
concerned about road safety, please contact the Parish Clerk. 
•	 The Parish Council are obtaining quotations for the installation of new S.I.D. (Speed 

Indicator Devices) within the parish.
•	 UPDATE (06/06/2022): Unfortunately, there are not enough Speedwatch members 

to comply with police guidelines. The Speedwatch Group has therefore been put on 
hold due to lack of interest, more volunteers are needed for a viable group to be able 
to operate.

Parish Council Meeting (1st Floor, The Coffee Tavern, Eaton Bray)
Details can be obtained from the EBPC website, www.ebpc.co.uk
•	 Parish Council Meeting, Monday 4 July 2022, from 7:30pm
•	 Parish Council Meeting, Monday 5 September 2022, from 7:30pm
Parish Council Open Office: 10am-12noon at The Coffee Tavern, High Street, 
Eaton Bray. 
(Dates/times subject to change, please check the EBPC Website for updates)
Tuesday 12 July 2022 - Tuesday 9 August 2022
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Mosquitoes have been around since the Jurassic 
period, 210 million years. They’re still going strong 
and they’ve plagued the human race throughout our 
evolution. Aristotle mentioned them in his writings 
almost two and a half thousand years ago, and 
British author D H Lawrence hated the insects so 
much he wrote a famously vicious poem about one.
Mosquitoes spread disease and cause endless discomfort. Some people get bitten time 
and time again but the insects avoid other people like the plague. Alexander the Great 
may have died of malaria in 323BC. The Anopheles mosquito is the biggest danger, 
the transmitter of malaria and killer of more than a million people every year, mostly 
in Africa. Altogether it has a terrifying reputation considering it’s such a tiny creature.

In the UK, climate conditions, especially in southern 
England, are becoming increasingly more hospitable 
to mosquitoes. Mosquito bites are irritating and 
although not as painful as being stung, they are very 
itchy causing a lot of discomfort. The bumps on your 
skin come from a mild allergic reaction to the insects’ 

saliva. This contains a painkiller, which is why you don’t always feel the bite until it’s 
too late. People with pale skin can get a stronger reaction to bites, simply because their 
skin produces more of a histamine reaction than darker skin. This does not mean fair-
skinned people are more likely to be bitten in the first place.
There are more than 30 native mosquito species in the UK, some of which bite (such 
as Culex molestus) and others like Culex pipiens that are just a general nuisance and 
do not carry disease. There is however an invasive species - The Asian Tiger mosquito, 
which has progressed northwards, up through 
southern Europe since the 1970s. Asian Tiger 
mosquito eggs and larvae have been discovered in 
the UK in recent years. The Asian Tiger mosquito 
(Aedes albopictus) is known to transmit the 
viruses Chikungunya and Dengue Fever. Although 
there is no immediate danger in the UK, the BPCA 
(British Pest Control Association) recommends 
vigilance.
Female mosquitoes bite people, males don’t. Both usually eat fruit and nectar but the 
female also needs blood protein to create good quality eggs. Mosquitoes bite with a 
sharp proboscis, which is part of the mouth. They pierce the skin and suck blood into 
their body through a choice of two special tubes. They can drink as much as three times 
their own weight in blood. Female mosquitoes can easily live for two months or so 
but males only live about ten days. Males find females by listening for the sound their 
wings make, beating as many as 500 times a second and giving out a high frequency 
buzz
Mosquitoes are usually active in the UK for six to seven months of the year. They will 

Mosquitoes

Asian Tiger mosquito
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often start to breed in April if conditions are warm and wet enough, potentially through 
to late September. Female mosquitoes can lay up to 200 eggs at a time, but need areas 
of standing / stagnant or slow moving water in which to lay their eggs. 
Mosquito eggs are small and black – looking like small pumpkin seeds. They can 
be spotted in small batches, floating at the edge of ponds, water butts (without lids), 
garden pots and containers, or even pet water bowls. Mosquito larvae spend their first 
10 days in water, where they feed on organic matter and take in oxygen at the surface. 
After 10 days or so they pupate, then they hatch into adult insects
Mosquito activity varies between species, but most in the UK will search for a blood 
feed at dawn and at dusk (twilight) in line with their internal body clock. There are a 
variety of factors that attract mosquitoes - high contrast colours attract them, as their 
compounded eyes are fragmented so less focused, only seeing their prey from about 
20 – 30 feet away. Mosquitoes also use thermal sensors to detect and hone in on body 
heat. The greatest attractant for mosquitoes is our odour; a female mosquito can smell 
body odour and exhaled carbon dioxide from up to 170 feet away. Mosquitoes are not 
passive hunters. They actively hunt you. They can smell you coming and will follow 
the trail of your exhalations until they find you. The insects choose their victims based 
on sweat. Human skin generates an impressive 340 different smells, and the insects 
like some more than others.
It’s sometimes difficult to tell the 
difference between mosquitoes, 
midges and craneflies. Midges 
bite too but they’re much 
smaller and live in swarms. 
Craneflies are a lot bigger than 
any mosquito and they don’t 
bite humans
People can choose to deal with 
mosquitoes most commonly 
through insect repellants or 
netting.
Indoors, limit the opportunities 
for mosquitoes to breed, by 
removing stagnant / standing 
water in plant pots, vases etc… and install insect screens to windows and doors. Never 
underestimate the humble mosquito net. It’s one of your best weapons.
Outdoors, check areas such as guttering for blockages that could leave pools of stagnant 
water or dregs in watering cans, over watered plant pots, outside pet water bowls, even 
paddling pools and drain away the standing water, cover water butts with tight fitting 
lids to prevent mosquito larvae. If you have a pond try adding goldfish who will eat 
the mosquito larvae. Mosquito traps will attract any fully-fledged mosquitos. Natural 
methods include introducing harsh smells such as garlic, coffee grounds, and lavender 
candles to keep them at bay.
Information courtesy of BPCA (bpca.org.uk), Rentokil (www.rentokil.co.uk), www.
londonvaccinationclinic.co.uk. Images courtesy of BPCA
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Saturday 30th July 11am- 3pm 
We will be hosting our Summer Craft Fair in our beautiful 
village hall, to raise funds to continue restoring the hall and 
also creating a haven at the recreation ground.  

Free Entry  
Refreshments on sale throughout the day   

For any enquiries please email dagnall_village_hall@outlook.com  

Dagnall Village Hall is a registered charity  300251 

Dagnall Village Hall 
 Summer Craft Fair
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ST MARY’S, EATON BRAY
OPEN GARDENS

Sunday 17th July, 11am – 5pm

What better way to enjoy a day in the countryside than to visit 
some of the fantastic gardens in our villages? July 17th is the date 
of this year’s Open Gardens – one of the most delightful events 
of the summer. There are ten gardens to visit none of which have 
been opened in the past five years.

Programmes, price £7.50, giving access to all the gardens, are 
available from a gazebo that will be erected in the churchyard of 
St Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray. Refreshments will be served during 
the afternoon in church and at two of the gardens. 
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SHAPE OF YOU
Sat 16th July 2022 at 7.30pm
Tickets £22* under 16 £15*

Bringing the UK's favourite singer-songwriter to the stage in 
an outstanding new show that features the very best of Ed 
Sheeran. Drawing from an awesome anthology that includes 
the multi-million selling albums Divide and Multiply and 
the ground-breaking new album Equals, Shape of You is the 
'perfect' treat for Ed Sheeran fans. Prepare to fall in love again 
to the sounds that touched us all, with a vast catalogue of hits 
including Thinking Out Loud, The A-Team, Castle on the 
Hill, Sing, Lego House, Bad Habits and many more.
Sad songs, happy songs, and all stops in between - from 

aching acoustic arrangements to beatbox rap and soulful singalongs, all authentically delivered 
with signature loop pedal precision - not to mention a wide range of iconic musical collaborations 
and influences.
Grove Theatre, Grove Park, Court Drive, Dunstable LU5 4GP
www.grovetheatre.co.uk Box Office: 01582 60 20 80
*A £1 transaction fee will be added per ticket. 

Know your enemy - Annual weeds can be controlled with regular hoeing but the same method 
makes perennials grow back bigger and stronger than before! It’s well worth identifying your 
opponent to help you select the best method of control.
Attack annuals regularly - The old saying that ‘one year’s seeding makes seven years weeding’ 
certainly holds true. Annual weeds produce huge amounts of seed that rest in your soil until 
conditions are right, and then suddenly appear overnight. Fortunately these can be easily controlled 
with the hoe while they are young. Never let them reach flowering stage.
A perennial problem - Hand weeding perennials is often the most effective method but can be time 
consuming. Don’t be tempted to take short cuts by chopping perennial weeds such as bindweed 
and mares tail with a rotavator – these weeds can regrow from the smallest pieces of root, leaving 
you with even more weeds than before!
Cultural controls - To reduce future weed invasions consider mulches and weed control fabrics to 
create a physical weed barrier.
Use chemicals with care - If you need to resort to using weed killer then make sure that you read 
the label carefully, and follow the manufacturer’s instructions to the letter. Never apply chemicals 
near ponds and other water habitats. Always choose a still, calm day to undertake spraying. Always 
wear appropriate safety equipment when applying herbicide.
Patience is a virtue - Unrelenting perennial weeds will require several applications of weed killer 
to weaken them. Be persistent and attack them regularly.
Organic weed control – If you are not keen on chemicals, your best bet is to stick to hoeing and 
hand weeding. Little and often is the key! But if your back won’t take it then try investing in a 
weed burner.
Courtesy of Thompson & Morgan - www.thompson-morgan.com

How to Control Weeds in your Garden
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I suspect that technically the Church-on-the-Hill, home to our annual music festival, is no 
higher than it was back in 2019, the last time we enjoyed a weekend of music here in the 
village. But somehow it felt as though we’d raised it to even greater heights this year. 
That could just be because we’d forgotten how much effort it is to carry everything up 
and down the hill, but more likely because the quality of the music – and the audiences – 
surpassed anything we’ve seen before. And that was a high bar in itself (speaking of which, 
our own ‘high bar’ did rather well too, selling a good quantity of wines and local ales!)
Friday night opened with Man the Lifeboats giving us an energetic performance that got 
them a well-deserved standing ovation. Then we had some beautifully crafted songs from 
Hannah Scott. And finally The Trials of Cato played us off into the night with some virtuosic 
folk music. Saturday didn’t disappoint either. After a lively opening set by The Dicemen we 
were treated to some top-class country from Danni Nicholls, before the festival closed with 
The Magpies, delivering some stunning three-part harmonies and tunes to match.
Alongside a great deal of enjoyment, the event also produced a surplus of around £2500, 
which will contribute towards the £4700 raised so far for the restoration and installation of 
the damaged west window.
This is an event put together by our own community and there are too many people who 
contribute and deserve our thanks to list them all individually, but we would like to give a 
special mention to the Parish Council, Alan Williams and the Friends of the Church on the 
Hill, the Stilliard family, Chris Yates, Vicky and Wyn Johns, Richard and Mick on sound and 
our M.C. Julia. We’d also like to thank our sponsors and supporters: Janes Flooring, Focus 
Magazine, Fine & Country, Easton Bray Academy and the Pratt Family.
Keep an eye on announcements for next year’s event online by visiting edlefest.site123.me. 
See you there!	
Richard Brandon
PS:  We couldn’t have achieved all this without you Richard! Overwhelmingly grateful 
thanks from Friends of the Church on the Hill	

EdleFest 2022 Reaches 
New Heights 

The Magpies closing EdleFest 2022
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Movie magic in our majestic gardens
Sit back and relax as your film favourites return 
for another open air cinema extravaganza! This 
year we’ve got nine nights of classics for you 
to enjoy. Bring a blanket or camping chair and 
cosy up on our luscious Italian Lawn. Gates 
open at 6.30pm and the films will start at sunset.
If you want a VIP view then why not upgrade to 
a front row seat in a comfortable deckchair for 
an extra £5?
You have the option to purchase a picnic in 

advance and dine alfresco in the balmy summer evening. The screening of Pretty 
Woman can also be upgraded with an overnight stay in our on-site accommodation!
Dates and films:

Fri 1 July: PRETTY WOMAN (15)
Mon 1 Aug: THE BEST EXOTIC MARIGOLD HOTEL (12A)

Tues 2 Aug: HAIRSPRAY (PG)
Weds 3 Aug: WEST SIDE STORY (12A)

Thurs 4 Aug: THE GREATEST SHOWMAN – SINGALONG (PG)
To book: https://events.ashridgehouse.org.uk/

The Tempest - 14th July
A spellbinding open air production of William 
Shakespeare's 'The Tempest' set on the open air stage at 
Ashridge House. A fun favourite for all the family with 
its cast of colourful characters, original musical score, 
madcap romps, high comedy and tender love.
Shakespeare's late, great gem, widely believed to be the 
last full play that he wrote alone, examines the power of 
true love, our capacity for vengeance and what it takes 
to forgive. The play that has mesmerised and moved 

audiences for over 400 years is just as relevant and powerful today.
Directors Michael Corbidge and Victoria Williams say "with some of Shakespeare's 
most memorable speeches and packed with famous characters - from the elemental and 
Caliban and Ariel, to the comic clowns, Trinculo and Stephano, and the enchanting 
force that unites them all: the great wizard, Prospero".
'The Tempest' is a truly magical and enchanting play with something for all to enjoy; it 
certainly makes for an evening not to be missed.
Bring a blanket or a picnic chair and enjoy the show!
Timings: Gates open 6pm, show starts 7.30pm 
Food and beverage: Please note that bringing your own picnics is not permitted, but 
you can purchase picnics in advance, and there will be a bar on the night.
To Book: https://events.ashridgehouse.org.uk/

Ashridge House Events
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Nigel’s Thoughts
Dear Friends,
I hope that you are able to get some time away, if only for a few days, during these 
summer months. I’m anticipating that a week’s self-catering at a cottage in West 

Yorkshire will help rejuvenate me. 
Finding some time for rest in busy, hectic lives is so important. Especially so if we think that 
we cannot spare the time, or afford the cost – sure signs that we are under pressure and in need 
of a break.
This is what Jesus said to his friends, when “so many people were coming and going that they 
did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place 
and get some rest.” 					     (Mark chapter 6, verse 31)
Jesus also said “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

(Matthew chapter 11, verse 28)
Now I know what you might be thinking. It’s alright planning some time away, but have you 
seen the price of fuel? The cost of living is rocketing, and even if our flight is not cancelled will 
we be able to afford to enjoy ourselves while we are way?
These are realistic fears in the 
unsettling world of today, but I do 
believe that we each need some 
‘down time’, at home or away, if 
we are to meet all that life throws 
at us, and those we love.
Jesus completes his words to his 
“weary and burdened” friends by 
inviting them to “Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for 
I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your 
souls.” (Verse 29) 
In other words he wants us to let 
him share the burdens with us, 
to help us bear the load. I don’t 
know about you, but I certainly 
need to ask him to help me - 
whether getting on with all that I 
have to do, or trying to find some 
‘down time’, at home or away.
I hope that you manage to find 
some time to be refreshed, and 
that you and those you love are 
aware of God’s loving company, 
whether you go or remain.
God bless,
Nigel
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WELCOMES  YOU
EATON BRAY TENNIS CLUB

AS A WARM AND FRIENDLY CLUB WE ARE ALWAYS ON THE "LOOK OUT" FOR NEW MEMBERS 
OF ANY ABILITY, FROM COMPLETE BEGINNERS TO THE MORE EXPERIENCED PLAYER.

If you are interested in Tennis we would love to hear from you.
Details of our Club regarding what's on offer and membership rates are 

available on our club website (ebltc.org.uk)

We offer a coaching programme for all ages and abilities and you don't even 
need a racket for these sessions to get you started or back into the game.

Contact coach Sara Bamford on 07561 571578  or  sara_leavy@hotmail.com 
to book your place on any of the coaching sessions.

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT OUR CLUB PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE  ebltc.org.uk

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES
Adult : £100.00 / Couple : £150.00 / Family : £180.00 / Senior : £80.00 / Junior : £30.00 / Child: £10.00

For all of our membership packages please visit www.ebltc.org.uk

ALL ADULT MEMBERS WELCOME 

MONDAY 4:00pm - 5:00pm

Mini Red (ages 4-8 years old)

MONDAY 5:00pm - 6:00pm

Under 16 Intermediate (ages 11-16 years old)  

MONDAY 6:00pm - 7:00pm

 Under 18 Advanced (ages 16-18 years old) 
 

WEDNESDAY 5:00pm - 6:00pm

Mini Green (ages 9-10 years old)

WEDNESDAY 5:00pm - 6:00pm

Under 16 Beginners (ages 11-16 years old)

•

•

•

•

JUNIOR COACHING ADULT COACHING
MONDAY 7:00pm - 8:00pm

Get Back Into Tennis

These sessions CAN BE BOOKED online VIA 

OUR WEBSITE www.ebltc.org.uk

•

PRIVATE COACHING
1-2-1 Sessions are available with Head Coach

Sara Bamford in 1 hour or 30 minute slots.

To book please contact Head Coach 
Sara Bamford directly.

•

ALL SESSIONS CAN BE JOINED AT ANY TIME DURING THE TERM.

* New playing parent membership just £10.00 a year matched with a child membership *

SUNDAY MORNING SOCIAL TENNIS 
10:00am - 12:00pm

These sessions CAN BE BOOKED online VIA 

OUR WEBSITE www.ebltc.org.uk
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Baked Ratatouille & Goat’s Cheese
By Tommy Banks

Ingredients
4 tbsp olive oil
2 red onions, chopped
2 garlic cloves, finely chopped
2 aubergines, diced
2 red peppers, seeded and diced
1 tsp smoked paprika
2 tbsp balsamic vinegar
1 tsp soy sauce
500ml passata
200g young goat’s cheese
4 courgettes (a mixture of green and yellow 
looks nice), thinly sliced
For the cheese sauce
400ml milk
50g unsalted butter
50g plain flour
80g parmesan or vegetarian alternative, finely grated
Method
Step 1
Heat 1 tbsp olive oil in a heavy frying pan and gently cook the red onion and garlic for 
5 mins until just starting to brown. Scatter over the aubergine and red pepper and sizzle 
for another 4 mins, adding more oil if you need to. Season well and stir through the 
paprika, then splash in the vinegar and soy sauce. Pour over the passata, then simmer 
for 5 mins until glossy and thick. Turn off the heat. Can be made up to two days ahead 
and kept in the fridge.
Step 2
To make the cheese sauce, heat the milk in a heavy saucepan until simmering. In a 
separate pan, melt the butter and add the flour. Stir to make a paste. Slowly whisk in the 
hot milk and simmer gently for 2-3 mins, stirring continually until thickened slightly. 
Stir in the parmesan and season.
Step 3
Tip the ratatouille into an ovenproof dish, then completely cover it with the cheese 
sauce. Crumble over the goat’s cheese and arrange the courgette slices on top in 
concentric circles, alternating between green and yellow if you have them. Can be 
assembled several hours before cooking.
Step 4
Heat oven to 220C/200C fan/gas 7. Brush or drizzle the remaining oil over the courgette 
slices and season with sea salt. Bake in the oven for 25-30 mins until the courgettes are 
cooked through and starting to brown. Remove from the oven and allow to rest for 20 
mins before serving.

Courtesy of BBC goodfood www.bbcgoodfood.com



50

“A Big Thank You to the members of Eaton Bray Women’s 
Institute and their friends for sharing the yarn bombing ‘Joy to 
the World’ in the churchyard and around the villages. A fitting 
way to celebrate 100 years of WI Eaton Bray and the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee”  
FOOD Bank - We are delighted to announce that we collected an 
amazing 147 tins for the Food Bank in Dunstable and our thanks 
go to Iain and Lyn Stubbs for organizing the 
collection of all the tins.
At our Meeting on 4th June Roger Stroud 
gave an interesting talk, illustrated with 
slides of his trip to Kilimanjaro in in 
September 2005 and again in February 
2015. 
Mt Kilimanjaro is located in Tanzania South 
of the border to Kenya and the National 

Park covers an area of 1699 square kms.  There are six main routes for 
hiking and Roger chose the Rongai Route, for both trips.  The is one of 
the most difficult as it ends up at 16,500 ft and take 7 to 8 hours from 
base camp, mainly at night so that you reach the top by sunrise. The 
porters carry the packs, food and tents as well as oxygen as it can take 

a while to acclimatize. 
On his second trip in 2015, and after the 
climb, Roger visited Victoria Falls on the Zambezi River, located 
between Zambia and Zimbabwe, where he stayed in Livingstone 
for a relaxing holiday!   Lyn thanked Roger for his most interesting 
talk.
Our competition this month was the letter F – Five flowers in an 
arrangement.
On July 4th Rebecca McGee, from the Stroke Association in Luton, 
will give a talk on how to recognise the symptoms of a stroke and 
how to deal with it.
On Monday 11th July we are planning an afternoon tea at Nobbys 
Farm shop in Billington.
Eaton Bray WI meets at 

the Methodist Church Hall, Totternhoe Road, Eaton 
Bray at 7.30 p.m. on the first Monday of each Month 

and ladies of all ages are most 
welcome.  If you are interested 
in coming to the meeting, 
please contact Margaret Jones 
on 01525 220991 

Eaton Bray W.I.
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Established 1970

For all your aerial 
and satellite needs 

call Colin on

01525 374742

Leighton
Aerials

    
 James B Chadburn FBHI  
  Fine Antique clocks & Barometers 
 
Specialist in repairs & 
restorations. 
 
Valuations & clock 
finding service. 
 
Advice & assistance on 
formation & disposal of 
private clock collections. 
 
Quality clocks/barometers 
Bought & sold. 
 
       Telephone 01525 221165 
          Mobile 07790 000629 
         E-mail: info@jameschadburn.com 
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‘They are like trees growing... 
      they keep on bearing fruit’

SPACES AVAILABLE
To arrange a visit please call: 01442 842473

or visit: www.dagnall.bucks.sch.uk  email: office@dagnall.bucks.sch.uk

Dagnall C of E school is 
a nurturing and inclusive 

learning community, 
situated at the foot of the  

Chiltern Hills. 

Ofsted ‘good’ (June 2018): 
“A positive learning environment where pupils are exceptionally well cared for and nurtured.”

SIAMS (July 2018):
“The school is outstanding at meeting the needs of all learners.” 

We offer a unique, family feel where children benefit from small class sizes and 
personalised learning. We provide a creative environment where children feel safe to 

challenge themselves and to develop their love of learning.

17949 Full Page Advert-2.indd   1 17/11/2020   13:13
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DO YOU NEED FINANCIAL ADVICE?
We can help you to review your current or proposed,

Mortgages, Insurances, Pensions & Investments, Equity Release, Inheritance Tax, 
Wills and Trusts, or a general review of your current position?

‘As a mortgage is secured against your home, it may be repossessed if you do not keep up the mortgage 
repayments. The financial conduct authority does not regulate tax and estate planning or will planning’

Unlike some TV adverts we don’t charge a fee for equity release, so no broker fees 
added to your loan!  ‘Equity released from your home will be secured against it’

Free Will with Investments & Pensions placed through 
us of over £50,000 and within 6 months of investment

Talk to us for a free initial consultation
Toddington Independent Financial Advice Ltd is authorised and regulated 

by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
Registered office: The Stables, Griffin Farm, Conger Lane, Toddington, 

Bedfordshire, LU5 6BT 
Registration Number: 760687 Company Number: 9931606

LOCAL OFFICE: Toddington

Contact: Philip Hadlow
Tel/Fax: 01525 874100  
Mobile 07768 277 532

info@toddingtonifa.co.uk
www.toddingtonifa.co.uk

UNMARKED VEHICLES
For further information please call or email 

amcclellandpestcontrol33@gmail.com

specialists in: wasps - bees - ants
hornets - fleas - cockroaches - bed 
bugs - pigeons - magpies - rabbits

rats - mice - moles - squirrels
foxes - mink - feral cats

FOR FAST RESPONSE CALL:
Mobile 0777 494 8415
Office 01582 872158Let your local RHS qualified 

gardener make your garden 
beautiful, from simple 

garden maintenance to total 
redesign of your garden.

Please call Barry on
01525-222451 or 

07541196384
to pop round for a free chat.

The 
Gentleman 
Gardener

http://www.toddingtonifa.co.uk
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...for all your pest solutions

Peter Tong
(RSPH Level 2)

01525 220653
07958 669706

Email: peter@nimbypest.org.uk
www.nimbypest.org.uk

G E N E R A L  B U I L D I N G
N E W  H O M E S
E X T E N S I O N S

C O N S E R V A T O R I E S
A L T E R A T I O N S
B R I C K L A Y I N G

G R O U N D W O R K
P A T I O S

D I G G E R  A N D / O R  D R I V E R  F O R  H I R E

CDM Builders Ltd
07984086029

With over 20 years experience in the building 
trade

All aspects of work undertaken by our own 
professional tradesmen to a very high standard

Please contact Clive for a free quotation
T: 01525 222605    M: 07984086029

Email:  Clive.munt@hotmail.co.uk

http://www.waggingwonderful.co.uk
http://www.stotengillam.co.uk
www.nimbypest.org.uk


56

All Aspects of Pressure Washing
•	Roofs cleaned and coated
•	Block Paving Refurbished
•	Driveways/Patios/Pathway Cleaning
•	Building Fascia/Cladding Cleaning
•	Gutter Vacuuming 
•	Fascias & Soffit Cleaning
•	Graffiti/Chewing gum removal
•	Conservatory Cleaning

0800 298 5883
www.greatoutdoorscleaning.co.uk

http://www.ebvh.co.uk
http://www.greatoutdoorscleaning.co.uk
http://www.rileyaccounts.co.uk


57

http://www.alltreesandhedges.com
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Dagnall based decorator with over 35 years 
experience. Free quotes, friendly and tidy
service. 

0790 179 8419
jasonowen61@hotmail.com

Jason Owen
Quality Painting & Decorating

mailto:adam%40localgutterbuster.com?subject=
mailto:pclaprepairs%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.pamperedpupsuk.com
mailto:jasonowen61%40hotmail.com?subject=
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Book Review
BEAUTIFUL WORLD, WHERE ARE YOU

By Sally Rooney
One of literature’s brightest talents and most talked about authors of her generation, Sally 
Rooney follows up 2018 Waterstones Book of the Year and Costa Novel Award Winner 
Normal People with another sure-fire award winner. Once you get past the fact that Sally 
Rooney isn’t a lover of conventional punctuation (there are no speech marks in her work), 
you sink into this beautiful novel following the life and love, the trials and tribulations of 
four young Irish friends. Yet again you are gripped from the first page with her searingly 
honest observational prose and dialogue.
Both first books Normal People and Conversations with Friends featured characters in late 
adolescence and early adulthood struggling through first relationships whilst starting to find 
their way in the world. Just four years after her debut, this is another twenty-first-century 
love story of sexual entanglements and love lives of two best friends on the eve of their 
thirties.
Alice, a successful novelist who has moved to the Irish countryside following a breakdown 
meets Felix a warehouse worker with a troubled past, via Tinder. Her best friend Eileen is 
in Dublin, working for a literary magazine, working through a painful break up and still 
battling with the on-off “friends with benefits” relationship between her and one of their 
oldest friends Simon.
Her compelling writing just grabs you and her way of investigating the complexity of 
relationships and dynamics is just so incisive. Whilst you feel they are “ordinary”, “normal” 
people, the beautiful dialogue is interspersed with long narratives on email between Eileen 
and Alice. So cleverly done, rhetorical and didactic and it really serves to getting you 
thinking about the current state of our social fabric, of society, our global challenges, day to 
day political helplessness and environmental collapse. And it gets you to thinking: beautiful 
world, where are you?
Beautiful World, Where Are You Synopsis
The *new* novel from the internationally bestselling 
author of Normal People.
Alice, a novelist, meets Felix, who works in a distribution 
warehouse, and asks him if he'd like to travel to Rome 
with her. In Dublin, her best friend Eileen is getting 
over a break-up, and slips back into flirting with Simon, 
a man she has known since childhood.
Alice, Felix, Eileen and Simon are still young - but life 
is catching up with them. They desire each other, they 
delude each other, they get together, they break apart. 
They have sex, they worry about sex, they worry about 
their friendships and the world they live in. Are they 
standing in the last lighted room before the darkness, 
bearing witness to something? Will they find a way to 
believe in a beautiful world?
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The plan had been put in place some weeks ago for a special day of celebrations including 
our members, volunteers, committee & staff team. As we’d a long-standing coach outing 
booked for the last Wednesday in May, our first in over 2 years, we decided to have a 
“normal” week before the Nation’s celebrations & hold our party once all the dust had 
settled - this would prove to be very advantageous (more info later)
The food ideas were flowing thick & fast… the dietary 
requirements & weather considered… the abundant choices 
were refined & all the Kitchen team took on extra sourcing, 
shopping, preparation and presentation tasks. Who doesn’t 
love a good array of savoury & sweet delights? No emergency 
marmalade sandwiches required at Wednesday Club! Handbag 
& hat space would become prime real estate for taking home 
some extra goodies to snack on for supper. 
I’m not quite sure how, maybe because only I knew where 
the “posh” bunting was stashed, yours truly was tasked with 
decorating Northall Village Hall - the baton was in my hand 
before I could say “Ham as in Ma’am”. Here’s where the 

beautiful side of social media & having great friends in the 
locale kicked in: “A general plea on Facebook for anyone 
willing to loan, lend, donate or dispose of their tired Platinum 
Jubilee decs our way”, and a pretty please message in the 
Greenways neighbours group chat.
Not quite sure what decs I’d have & from where it was a tad 
nerve-wracking until armfuls of balloons, bunting, hats & 
party paraphernalia started arriving on the doorstep. I set about 
untangling helium balloons, deconstructing damp bunting, 
repurposing what my husband thought was headed for the bins. 
It was going to be fine I told him … & so it was! 

I’d only gone & got a loan of my top of the wish list item! A real lifesize cut out of The 
Queen! She spent a few quiet days at ours after all that fuss over the Bank holiday, never 
sure where she liked to be best, I had a whale of a time relocating her, scaring the socks off 
the family when they walked into a room. This was rather off putting when stood next to the 
TV smiling as if to tell us we should be curtseying not sitting …
The morning of the Big Day arrived & I loaded the car, no rear view available, ably assisted 
by my husband we set about hanging bunting amongst the tables 
& chairs, no surface was untouched. Corners were reserved for 
the life-sized Queen, the Queen’s Guardsman, a Beefeater & a red 
Phone Box! The hall looked amazing, with floral decorations added 
to window sills & table tops – phew! We’d made it just in time.
Members & guests started to arrive, laughter & smiles on their faces 
– noses admiring the aroma of freshly baked bread, yet still seeking 
that very first cup of tea of their day.

Wednesday Club, Northall
Platinum Jubilee Celebration Day 8.6.22
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Meanwhile the kitchen had been gaining pace with extra pairs 
of hands arriving with all manner of treats & goodies. Like a 
well-oiled machine they moved seamlessly around the kitchen, 
baking fresh goods, decanting pickles, arranging canapes & 
moving the cakes away from yours truly. This seemed to be the 
theme for the day, a procession of edible delights was passed 
from kitchen to guests accompanied by a welcome summery 
fruity cup of coolness, decorated with mint.
We are thankfully blessed with some talented members, our 

in-house floral team (Barbara & Marion) supplied the table 
decorations and a raffle prize, our John sang some “oldies” 
that got hands clapping, toes tapping, even a few spins around 
the floor were observed. Cheers & smiles all round. My eldest 
picked up the reins with an impromptu group sing along with 
his guitar - I think he enjoyed the respite from the kitchen. A 
vote of thanks to ALL was given by our resident poet (watch 
this space for a line or two once he’s composed himself) Our 
Chairman, Peter also had a few words of gratitude for the 
team, which as ever resulted in resounding applause. Shucks!
Before we knew it, it was the raffle draw time & afternoon 
tea was on its way. Cakes piled high upon cake stands, sweet 

treats in abundance, there was plenty to go round – I’m not 
entirely sure if anyone managed the “just one (of each)”. 
Before we knew it, as is the way of all good things, it was 
time for carriages - ok cars or minibus - goody bags & floral 
arrangements were carried with care. Party hats were worn 
with pride on their way home.
With many thanks to Dee for organising the day & all matters 
kitchen, the WHOLE Kitchen team, fellow Deputy Kate 
for keeping the tea flowing ALL day & always being that 
extra pair of hands, Sue for being just where you need her 
to be when you need her, ALL committee help throughout, 
the Transport team, Richard for patience during set-up as I 
rearranged those tables & chairs umpteen times. To include 

partners behind the scenes or in the 
spotlight - some names I am sure to have 
missed - this was truly a community effort 
& a thoroughly enjoyable event & even as 
I type this I still have the all over glow of 
a day well worth making the effort for – 
what a way to finish National Volunteering 
Week. 
Best wishes, Jane 
New members welcome, contact Anna on 
07854 230243

Northall and District Age Concern
Wednesday Club 

A G M
Northall Village Hall

Wednesday 3rd August 2022 
2pm

All Welcome
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•	 Some local Landlords face bills of between £11,000 to £14,000 as Michael Gove, the 
Housing Minister, declared an attack on poor quality private rental homes.

•	 395 rental properties in the LU6 area will require upgrading. The Government 
announced in their ‘Levelling Up’ White Paper last week, they plan to introduce a new 
minimum standard for private rental properties.

•	 Also, the White Paper wants every landlord in LU6 (1,694 of you) to go on a Landlord 
Register and proposes the removal of Section 21 no-fault evictions. This could make it 
more difficult for you to get possession of your LU6 rental property.

•	 Are these proposed changes another nail in the buy-to-let coffin for local landlords?
On the face of it, yes, it could be seen as another attack on the humble local landlord, having to 
spend money on their properties and get tangled up with red tape on a register and then having 
no-fault evictions removed.
Yet, as always, the devil is in the detail…
This ‘Levelling Up Bill’ is a White Paper. White Papers are policy documents created by the 
existing Government that set out their future proposals for legislation. Many White Papers don’t 
even make it to the House of Commons to be debated on, and even then, it needs to be voted on by 
both Houses of Parliament before becoming law. Any changes are at least two or three years away, 
and that’s assuming it gets debated and subsequently approved.
Many have said the White Paper is supposed to lay out how to resolve the problem of rebalancing 
the UK economy that is suffering from the highest level of regional inequality than any G8 country. 
This is a gargantuan challenge…

yet the Levelling Up White Paper reads very much like a shopping list of great ideas 
without the means to pay for it.

One of the 12 points in the White Paper was focusing on housing, with a plan to introduce a new 
minimum standard for rental properties, a landlord register and the removal of no-fault evictions 
(as an aside, there was also a mention of a possible reintroduction of Home Information Packs - 
remember those from 2009?).

So, what does this mean for the landlords of the 1,694 private rental properties in LU6?
Sub Standard Rental Properties
The proposed changes will mean rental homes in the private sector will have to meet two specific 
standards that the existing 2,109 social housing homes in the Dunstable/LU6 area currently need 
to meet.
The first being called the ‘Decent Homes Standard’ (DHS) and the second, the Housing, Health 
and Safety Rating System (HHSRS) evaluation. 
Looking at data from the Government, there are 395 private rental properties in the LU6 area that 
are considered substandard under these two measures and each one would cost between £11,000 
and £14,000 to bring up to the prescribed standard. That means…

the estimated total cost to improve the 395 properties, that are considered substandard, 
could be as high as £5,525,828.

All of that would have to come out of the pockets of local landlords!
Yet both systems of standards (DHS & HHSRS) have been slated by many (even by the 
Government itself). 

395 Local Landlords Could Be Hit With £14k 
Bills and Red Tape in Tory ‘Levelling Up’ Plans
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The DHS criteria for the standard are as follows:
1.	 It must meet the current statutory minimum standard for housing
2.	 It must be in a reasonable state of repair
3.	 It must have reasonably modern facilities and services
4.	 It must provide a reasonable degree of thermal comfort
Note how the word ‘reasonable’ is used in three of the four points of the DHS. Reasonable is an 
arbitrary and a very much subjective point of 
view. It screams loopholes and get out clauses 
to me.
Looking at the HHSRS, the Government 
announced just before the pandemic in June 
2019 that the HHSRS would be revamped 
after it was found to be ‘complicated and 
inefficient to use’.
Putting aside how one measures the standards, 
it is a simple fact that there are many local 
rental properties that are substandard. I believe 
it right the Government have an ambition to 
halve the number of sub-standard private rentals by 2030. However, would it surprise you that…
in 2006, 46.7% of private rented homes in the UK were classed as substandard and today 
that has reduced, without any legislation, to 23.3%. One must ask if new legislation is now 

required?
Also, local landlords will be faced with bringing their properties up to an energy rating (EPC) of 
C between 2026 and 2028 in legislation already announced.  Most of the works to meet that EPC 
rating requirement will be the same works to meet this new DHS and HHSRS. The Government 
have suggested that certain allowances will be made for landlords on rental properties that can’t 
be improved. 
So, I think local landlords should sit tight and let the Government shine more light on this in the 
coming months before any knee jerk reactions are made.
Landlord Register
To be honest, there are several city/borough registers around the UK for landlords. Experience 
has shown they seem to add an extra level of bureaucracy and red tape. The register would be for 
every LU6 buy-to-let landlord and rogue landlords would be struck off whilst allowing tenants 
new redress rights. Another reason to employ the services of a letting agent to sort!
End of No-fault Evictions
With the proposed removal of Section 21 to evict a tenant, no-fault evictions were removed in 
Scotland over four years ago and the apocalyptic suggestions it would kill the rental market for 
Scottish landlords was not forthcoming. Now of course, the Scots strengthened the other grounds 
to evict a tenant. If the Government strengthen the Section 8 legislation, again, I cannot see this 
being an issue south of the border. Again, time will tell once the Government put more meat on the 
bones of the White Paper.
Conclusion
Many of the announcements made in the Levelling Up White Paper are re-hashed proposed 
legislation that has been on the books for the last couple of years.

This White Paper is not another nail in the coffin of buy-to-let 
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in the Dunstable/LU6 area.
Yet, many commentators have cautioned that more landlords with substandard homes will sell 
up because of these proposed changes, warning the sell up would add to the private rental sector's 
shortage of homes, thus pushing up rents. 
If that was true, that would increase rental returns on local buy-to-let and attract more landlords into 
the sector, wouldn’t it?
But if you don’t agree other local landlords will buy these rental properties that other landlords are 
selling, who will buy their properties from them? It will be local renters, who are now able to buy 
because the price has come down, meaning equilibrium should return to the market.
This is all theoretical and there are shortages/gluts in specific locations. Let us not forget it was 
12/18 months ago that rents were dropped by double digit percentage points in the space of a 
couple of months in the big cities. Those rent drops weren’t anything to do with landlords buying 
up City Centre rental properties, but demand plummeted with 20 something tenants moving back 
in with their parents during the first lockdown and the months that followed. Yet, now rents have 
bounced back to pre-pandemic levels (and more) with the return of tenants to the cities.

In a nutshell, if local landlords do end up selling in their droves 
(which they won’t), yet if they do, those local properties will still 

exist.
Few of them will be left empty because most of them will be bought by 
other local landlords as they will be attracted to the sector as inflation 
takes hold whilst others will be bought by first-time buyers.
What goes around, comes around. So, let’s see what happens in the 
coming months. In the meantime, if you’re a local landlord and you 
want to discuss anything in this article, please either drop me a line or 
send me an email.
Claire Giblin, Giblin Property

July 2022 at the Grove
Children's Shows
The Gruffalo 17-18 July
Popular Music
Lipstick on Your Collar 1 July
Let Me Entertain You - the Robbie Williams 
Story - 2 July
Oye Santana - 15 July
Shape of You - 16 July
Happy & Glorious - 26 July
Rose Royce featuring Gwen Dickey 29 July

Variety
Peter Pan - Rare Productions 7-9 July
Forbidden Nights - Circus Just Got S**y 22 
July
Film
Lost City (12A) 12 Jul
Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness 
(12A) 24-25 July
Top Gun: Maverick (PG-13) 24,25,27 July
Lightyear (Cert TBC) 30 July
Jurassic World: Dominion (PG-13) 28,30 July

Ticket prices vary; for more information or to book, call the Box Office on 01582 60 20 80
or visit the website at www.grovetheatre.co.uk.
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This piece is taken from a document drawn up by Bedfordshire and Luton Archives 
Although life in Eaton Bray was probably quiet and peaceful most of the time, the 
village has had its share of disturbances in the past. Among the husbands and wives 
whose squabbles came to the attention of the courts were Sarah Fowler and her husband 
Thomas, who threatened in 1813: “If I once get you into my arms you will never get 
out alive”. Similarly, John Noah, a labourer, in 1792 declared he would murder his 
wife and son and “burn her up like a coal”, whereas Thomas Waldock did more than 
threaten and assaulted his wife Elizabeth with an ash stick in 1785. He was bound over 
to keep the peace towards her.
Other disagreements could cause trouble. In 1818 Richard Bates of Eaton Bray met 
Joseph Mead of Northill and as they had “had some trifling misunderstanding a few 
days previous … held out his hand, asking him to shake hands … Mead immediately 
struck him violently with a scythe”. Bates was cut several times and as a result was 
unable to work for a fortnight.
Violent outbursts were not limited to the men of the parish as can be seen in the 
attitude of Sarah Crawley who threatened to kill a widow, Mary George, in 1733 
and in that of Elizabeth, the wife of Joseph Whinnett, a yeoman of Eaton Bray, who 
used a knife to attack Richard Atkins, a gentleman from Flamstead [Hertfordshire] in 
1729. Perhaps, too, there may have been some women party to the anonymous letter 
which Mr. Macnamara [the Lord of the Manor] received in the summer of 1881. This 
communication threatened that he would be shot if he took the rent due from his farm 
tenants and five of his tenants were warned of a similar fate if they paid the money. 
“Hunger is a sharp thorn” claimed the writers “and revenge is sweet”.
Perhaps poverty was the cause of some of the petty thefts which occurred during the 
nineteenth century. In 1813 William Osborne, described in one place as of Eaton Bray 
and in another as of Edlesborough, was caught after stealing a flock bed (mattress) and 
a pair of sheets. In the next year a labourer called John Faulkner, but known to some as 
Jonathan Sculthorpe, was also taken to court after stealing two linen shirts which were 
hanging on the line to dry.
“Robberies by servants were always bad and must be punished severely” claimed 
the Leighton Buzzard magistrates in 1874. They were hearing the case of William 
Gadsden of Eaton Bray who worked at Frederick Simmonds’ mill. While delivering 
flour to customers he had taken out about half a bushel in a sack, removed it from the 
cart and hidden it in a field. There were several witnesses of his action and he admitted 
his guilt. The magistrates sentenced him to three months in prison with hard labour. 
Another labourer from the parish was in trouble in 1875. On 17th May Joseph Foster 
stole a duck and ten eggs, valued at 3 shillings and sixpence from Mr. Buckmaster’s 
farm. He probably took the food because he was hungry, for he took the duck home, 
cooked it and ate some of it. When P. C. Edmunds arrived to search the house soon 
afterwards, he found the ten eggs and part of the cooked duck. By then the thief had 
left the village, heading for London. The policeman must have had a good idea of his 
destination, for he started out in pursuit, caught up with him and apprehended him on 
the same day at Turnham Green near London.

Crime and Violence in Eaton Bray
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Opening hours
Tuesday - Friday 10am - 4.30pm

Saturday 9:30am - 4pm
Sunday 10am - 2pm

Find us on social media - The Westrope Butchery
Local farmers & family butchers
www.thewestropebutchery.com

17 The Rye
Eaton Bray

LU6 2BQ
07805 082787

Owners, Teresa and Pete, 
live in Eaton Bray

www.butterflyfuneralsltd.co.uk
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• Residential Mortgages 
• Buy to Let 
• Commercial Mortgages 
• Equity Release 
• Life Assurance 
• Local Knowledge 
• Bespoke Personal Service 
• Fee Free Advice 
Contact: 
emma@everymortgagesolution.co.uk 

Tel: 01525 222928 
www.everymortgagesolution.co.uk 

 
Every Mortgage Solution Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, 
Registration Number 837504. Company registration No. 04351192 

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 

• Residential Mortgages 
• Buy to Let 
• Commercial Mortgages 
• Equity Release 
• Life Assurance 
• Local Knowledge 
• Bespoke Personal Service 
• Fee Free Advice 
Contact: 
emma@everymortgagesolution.co.uk 

Tel: 01525 222928 
www.everymortgagesolution.co.uk 

 
Every Mortgage Solution Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, 
Registration Number 837504. Company registration No. 04351192 

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 

• BOILER INSTALLATIONS WITH A 10 YEAR WARRANTY

• BOILER SERVICE & MAINTENANCE • CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS

• BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS • POWER FLUSHING

• LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES

DAVID SANDERS
07917054045

INFO@PARAMOUNTPLUMBING.CO.UK

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR A FREE QUOTATION

T: 07917 054045
E: INFO@PARAMOUNTPLUMBING.CO.UK

mailto:info%40paramountplumbing.co.uk?subject=Focus%20magazine%20advert%20enquiry
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BESPOKE DINING  
& LIVING FURNITURE 

Unit 12 Eden Way, Pages Industrial Estate, Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 4TZ 
Tel: 01582 663 673  Email: info@calvicollections.co.uk 

www.calvicollections.co.uk 

Family business made in the UK

http://www.ouzelcontracting.co.uk
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KCS Services

Jeremy Long
07798 650895      01525 797045

Jerrylong2601@gmail.com

Cleaning Floor Specialists
Carpets and Upholstery

Professional Window Cleaners
Reach and Wash System

Jet Washing
Commercial & Domestic

25 Years Experience

Get in touch - @KCSServices_

Scan the code below 
to visit our Website

~ 07849 958200 ~
aaronsimsy@yahoo.com 

FREE QUOTES 

DESIGN

INSTALLATION 

TESTING 

FRIENDLY & AFFORDABLE
SERVICE

www.cmwgas.com
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Come for Coffee at
St Mary’s, Eaton Bray

For a warm welcome 
and a cheering cuppa

each month in
St Mary’s Church

Eaton Bray
10.30am – midday

1st Saturday of each month
(except July – 2nd Saturday)

www.nevillefuneralservice.com
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www.yournewboiler.com
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FREE boiler  
service with  

every power flush 
this winter

THE KEY REASONS FOR A POWER FLUSH ARE:

• Radiators not heating up properly
• Cold spots on radiators

• Remove the build up of black sludge (magnetite)
• After having a powerflush the system runs more efficiently
• The system components work more freely and last longer

• Reduction in fuel bills

The equipment we use is a Kamco power flush with inline Magnetic filters.
Chemicals are used to break down the magnetite in the system  

and once cleaned out we use a system inhibitor to protect the system.

WWW.PRMECHANICAL.CO.UK
OFFICE 01494818983  

JUSTIN  Mob 07770918101  Justin@prmechanical.co.uk 

JASON  Mob 07817470322  Jason@prmechanical.co.uk

All major credit 
cards accepted

 WORTH £75 

This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer.
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PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS
OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

• General Plumbing 
• Bolier Servicing / Breakdowns / Aga & Rayburn Servicing

• Full Boiler Installs & System Upgrades

We work on Oil, LPG & Natural Gas - We are members of Gas Safe & OFTEC

CONTACT JUSTIN        
 Mobile 07770 918101       Office 01525 220262       Email justin@prmechanical.co.uk

WWW.PRMECHANICAL.CO.UK

P U R S S E L L
R A N D A L L
M E C HAN I CAL S E RVI C E S LTD
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every power flush 
this winter

THE KEY REASONS FOR A POWER FLUSH ARE:

• Radiators not heating up properly
• Cold spots on radiators

• Remove the build up of black sludge (magnetite)
• After having a powerflush the system runs more efficiently
• The system components work more freely and last longer

• Reduction in fuel bills

The equipment we use is a Kamco power flush with inline Magnetic filters.
Chemicals are used to break down the magnetite in the system  

and once cleaned out we use a system inhibitor to protect the system.

WWW.PRMECHANICAL.CO.UK
OFFICE 01494818983  

JUSTIN  Mob 07770918101  Justin@prmechanical.co.uk 

JASON  Mob 07817470322  Jason@prmechanical.co.uk

All major credit 
cards accepted

 WORTH £75 

This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer.
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this winter
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• Radiators not heating up properly
• Cold spots on radiators

• Remove the build up of black sludge (magnetite)
• After having a powerflush the system runs more efficiently
• The system components work more freely and last longer

• Reduction in fuel bills

The equipment we use is a Kamco power flush with inline Magnetic filters.
Chemicals are used to break down the magnetite in the system  

and once cleaned out we use a system inhibitor to protect the system.

WWW.PRMECHANICAL.CO.UK
OFFICE 01494818983  

JUSTIN  Mob 07770918101  Justin@prmechanical.co.uk 

JASON  Mob 07817470322  Jason@prmechanical.co.uk

All major credit 
cards accepted

 WORTH £75 

This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer.

www.cherrytreesdental.com
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A committee run pre-school
set in Dagnall Village Hall for
children aged 2 to school age

We operate five mornings
a week from 9:15 - 12:15

If you think your child would be happy here please phone our Pre-School Leader, Ann Tobin on 07816 358 342
www.dagnallunderfives.co.uk

Ofsted Comments
• Staff are consistently kind and caring

which supports children to develop
confidence and resilience

• Teaching is consistently good and children’s
safety is given the highest priority

• Children learn good manners and know
how to treat each other with respect
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www.thebellinstudham.co.uk
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mailto:kevin.stanbridge%40sjpp.co.uk?subject=
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LOCKERS PARK“Lockers Park prepares 
boys for success in the 

modern world.” 
Tatler Schools Guide

 

 Excellent results     Enthusiasm for life 
A purposefully small prep school for boys aged 4-13 | Boxmoor, Hertfordshire

Regular Stay & Play Sessions throughout the year.

Visit lockerspark.co.uk to book.

Join a Stay & Play Session
Children and their parents are welcome to join a fun  
lesson and play time in our Pre-Prep and meet  
our Reception Teacher and Headmaster.

01442 890265
enquiries@travelimpressions.co.uk

www.travelimpressions.co.uk
Suite 4, George House, 64 High Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF

A World of Experience

Explore... Dream... Discover...

We can help you create the best itinerary, as we offer: 
Personalised planning - we take the time to get to know you • Friendly, honest advice from an independent travel agency

Extensive experience to arrange every detail • Using fully bonded tour operators • No booking fees

Travel Impressions are specialists in tailor-making holidays to destinations worldwide. If  you are thinking 
of  travelling to Canada, USA, Australia, New Zealand, Southern Africa, South America, Asia, India, 

Sri Lanka, China, Japan or within Europe, please call or email us.

01442 89026501442 89026501442 89026501442 89026501442 89026501442 890265

www.lockerspark.co.uk
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Down the Lane
Rain at last! At least there will be a few days respite from 
watering new plants and pots and the water butts are full. 
I have finally learnt that there is no short cut to watering. 
I do use a lot of mulch around new plants which really 
helps with water retention and keeps slugs and snails 
away from vegetation.
There is plenty of wildlife in the garden. This year we 
have several goldfinches which I see at the bird bath. They 
are not usually around until autumn. Several blackbirds 
seem to have singing competitions and we hear thrushes 
and chiff chaffs. Sadly, there are no longer any cuckoos. 
Crows drive me mad with their cawing; they have been 
attacking red kites and magpies, both of which have nests nearby.

A fallow deer visits the garden regularly. I think it must 
be a female. It does have a taste for rose plants but it just 
nibbles them so the foliage grows back. As fallow deer are 
protected animals I just have to live with its visits. At least 
there is only one animal! I saw a fox strolling through our 
field the other day and have discovered several toads while 
weeding in the flower borders.
Lots of bees, of various species, visit the garden. I find 
it difficult to identify the bumble bees. Different ones 
seem to have very similar markings. I have planted lots of 
geraniums and thyme which attract them. Some buddleias 
are in flower and usually attract butterflies which have 
appeared now that the weather is warming up and we have 
sunshine.
My lovely spindle bush has been attacked by ermine moths! 
From a distance it looked like a ghost. It was covered with 
fine webs which were protecting black eggs and small 

caterpillars. These had eaten all the bush’s leaves. There were so many caterpillars that 
none of them could grow to full size and then become moths. A month later new leaves 
are growing so the bush will survive though it won’t have any berries this autumn. 
June is always a glorious month for flowers, 
especially roses and paeonies with their gorgeous 
scent. They seem to have survived the torrential 
downpour earlier in the week. The sweet williams are 
flowering. they are scented unlike the commercially 
grown flowers and last well after cutting. I will soon 
sow some seeds for next year’s flowers. In the past 
I have left it too late and the seeds don’t germinate 
before the winter.
Sally Taylor

An ideal flower bed - lots 
of ground cover, layers of 
planting and bee friendly 

flowers

My spindle bush

Bee Heaven - blackberry 
blossom and geraniums
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It’s been a good start for all senior teams.
Results.
May 14th. Thurleigh 78 a/o. Josh Edwins 3-17. 
Eaton Bray 1st X1 79-0. Eaton Bray won by 10 
wickets.
May 14th . Eaton Bray 2nd X1 211-6. Darren 
Kerrins 42 Guy Edwins 42 n/o. Panthers 125 
a/o. Dave Emmerson 4-15. Eaton Bray won by 
86 runs.
May 15th. Offley & Stopsley 206-2. Eaton Bray 
Sunday X1 172 a/o. Junaid Ashiq 61. Offley & 
Stopsley won by 34 runs. 
May 21st . Eaton Bray 1st X1 154-7. Richaed 
Osborne 60. Elstow 156-1. Elstow won by 9 
wickets.
May 21st. Grumpy Monks 156 a/o. Eaton Bray 
2nd X1 157-1. Darren Kerrins 65 n/o. Eaton 
Bray won by 9 wickets. 
May 22nd. Ickwell 161-6. Eaton 
Bray Sunday X1 151 a/o. Ickwell 
won by 10 runs.
May 28th. New Bradwell 156 a/o. 
James Flecknell 4-25. Eaton Bray 
1st X1 159-8. Eaton Bray won by 2 
wickets.
May 28th. Eaton Bray 2nd X1 209-
7. Darren Kerrins 57 n/o. New City 
186-9. Jamie Osborne 3-15. Eaton 
Bray won by 23 runs. 
Village T20 Results.
May 19th. Eggington Foresters 203-
2. Eaton Bray Outlaws 150-8. Joe 
Braddon 59. Eggington won by 53 
runs.
May 27th. Eaton Bray Outlaws 147-
9. Studham 118-7. Eaton Bray won 
by 29 runs.
June 2nd. Great Gaddesden 107 a/o. 
Charlie Hosking 3-20. Eaton Bray 
Outlaws 109-1. Charlie Hosking 40 
n/o. Eaton Bray won by 9 wickets.
Eaton Bray Cricket Club are always 
on the hunt for new players of any 

age or ability.  We run 2 
senior teams in the FCCL 
on Saturdays and 1 in the 
Beds Sunday League. We also have a side in 
the newly formed Village T20 League played 
midweek. The club have a very good junior 
section with 6 teams at age group U9 2xU11 
2xU13 and u15. Also new to this season is a 
Ladies Softball Team. 
The club would like to thank our sponsors 
Meadow Marquees, ECL Howard Watson 
Smith LLP, Topps Tiles, SMSS Ltd and the 
Focus Magazine for their continued support.
If you would like to be part of  a progressive 
family friendly club please contact us via 
Facebook or Twitter @EatonBrayCC.Please 
enjoy your cricket with Eaton Bray in 2022. 

Eaton Bray Cricket Club

Charity No. 1011133
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Dagnall Weather Station (AONB)

Weather Conditions for May 2022
Elevation: 450 ft - Latitude: 51° 50’ 13” North - Longitude: 0° 33’ 34” West

May was a settled and uneventful month. It started on the cooler and cloudy side, but dry. 
May was mainly warm with steady temperatures, only reaching 20°c on five days and 
dropping below 5°c on two days. The highest temperature was 25.3°c on the 17th, and 
the lowest was 3.5°c on the 29th. It was another dry month with 40mm of rain, which 
is only 60% of the monthly norm, despite rain on fifteen days with the 18th being the 
wettest at 7.39mm rainfall.

May 2022 
Even Temperatures throughout the month

For weather data 24 hours a day, updated every 15mins, this site forecast and much 
more, visit: www.dagnallweather.co.uk and http://bit.ly/weather_dagnall. If anyone has 
a question, comment or wishes to contact me please email: david@dagnallweather.co.uk 
or telephone: 01442 843883. Dagnall weather now has an app for your iPad & iPhone!  
Just go to the apple store, search for Wunderstation and follow the instructions to Dagnall 
Weather Station. Now updated every minute. 

  
 
 High Date/Time  Low Date/Time 
Temperature: 25.3c  17 May 17.00  3.5c 29 May 05.30 
Mean Temperature 13.5c     
Dewpoint:  16.2c  17 May 13.30  2.1c 29 May 05.30 
Humidity:  95%  17  May 06.30  41% 14 May 17.30 
Barometer:   1029.4mb  8 May 09.00  999.0 mb 23 May 17.30 
Wind Speed  30mph SW  16 May 17.00  Months avg. 4.8 mph   
Wind Chill: 23.9c 17 May 15.3  3.5c  29 May 06.00 
Dominant Wind:  W      

Rainfall       *T= total rain days and moisture. R= Actual rain 
*Rain Days:15 (T), 15(R)  Wettest Day 11 May        7.39 mm 0.291ins 
Monthly Rain: Total  May 2022  40mm 1.575ins 
Yearly Rain:  Total  5 Months  241.3 mm 9.500ins 
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Eaton Bray 
Cricket Club

(Est 1914)
2 Teams FCCL 

1 Team Beds Sunday League
1 Team Village T20 League
6 Junior Teams U15 2xU13 

2 x U11 U9
Good on & off field facilities

Come and join a family friendly 
& progressive cricket club. 

For more information 
contact us on Facebook 

& Twitter  
@EatonBrayCC                      

We have over 500 children in care in Buckinghamshire
who need support, guidance and loving homes. 

You can foster regardless of whether you are: 

Single, married or have a partner
Renting your home
From any ethnic or religious background
In a same sex relationship
Without children of your own
Employed or on benefits

When you Foster with Bucks we provide you with excellent
support, outstanding training and a generous allowance.

Get in touch with us:

If fostering isn't for you, there are still
other ways you can help us:  

Like or share one of our social media posts
Talk to your friends and family
Give this flyer to someone you know who
may be interested in fostering 

Could you help a 
local child?

Foster with Bucks and help make a difference to 
children across Buckinghamshire
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Salvation Sound

On a cold winter’s day in January 2021 
at the inauguration of US President Joe 
Biden the nation’s youth poet laureate, 
Amanda Gorman stole the show when she 
delivered her soaring poem “The Hill We 
Climb”
In front of the Capital building her voice 
animated and full of emotion, Amanda 
described her background as a “skinny black girl, descended from slaves 
and raised by a single mother, who can dream of being president one day”. 
She spoke about the weight of loss that the country had endured, in 
verses that reflected the repair and renewal needed for the fragile state 
of the USA at the time, in her poem she said:-
“And so, we lift our gazes not to what stands between us,
But what stands before us.
We close the divide because we know, to put our future first,
We must first put our differences aside.
We lay down our arms so we can reach 
out our arms”
It is tempting to move our gaze to the 
past and look back and say our best 
days are behind us. We do not have 
to look back or go back. It is just as 
dangerous as keeping our eyes down.
“We must look straight ahead. Fix 
our eyes on what lies before you.” 
(Proverbs 4:25)
Let us look up and acknowledge all 
that God has done for us. Let us look 
up, to when He allows us rest at times 
when we need it.
Let us look up, and praise Him when He 
faithfully provides the companionship 
and affirmation of friends and family 
who understand and encourage us.
Let us look up and acknowledge the 
Giver more than the gift.
May God bless You.
Major Allison Gaudion

The Salvation Army, Eaton Bray

Programme

Morning Worship	 Sunday  11.am

Coffee Morning	 Tuesday  10.-11.30am
(alternate weeks)        

Home League 	 Wednesday 2.30-3.30pm
(Ladies meeting)  

Champions Club 	 Wednesday 6.15-7.15pm                                                                                                                               

Girls Night Out 	 Thursdays  7.45 pm
(1st Thurs of the month)  

For further information please telephone: 
01582 471117 or 07779939794

Or contact us by email:
eaton.bray@salvationarmy.org.uk

(Gold Hill, Shaftesbury, Dorset)



Quality Garage Doors

Unit 7, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton Road, Edlesborough LU6 2ES 

01525 220212
www.premiergaragedoors.co.uk

 Superb choice of designs in steel, timber 
and fibreglass

 Any size door made to your 
requirements

 Large selection of spares & fast repair 
service available

 New or existing doors converted to 
automatic

 Professionally fitted by own expert 
craftsmen

 Prompt free estimates & advice
 We cover all areas

(EST 1984)



BRING THIS WITH YOU TO
RECIEVE “NEW CUSTOMER”
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

BRING THIS WITH YOU TO
RECIEVE “NEW CUSTOMER”
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

CYCLE SERVICE & REPAIRS

BRING THIS WITH YOU TO 
RECEIVE ‘NEW CUSTOMER’ 
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS
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