


 

The White Horse Inn 
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Market Square 
Eaton Bray 
Beds 
LU6 2DG 
01525 220 231 
www.eatonbraypub.co.uk 

The White Horse is the ideal venue for both  

Family or Business  
Get-togethers. 

call now for details of menus and offers! 

Sunday 
11th March 

Mother’s day 
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Business Advertising: Sally Siddons
34 Wallace Drive, Eaton Bray 221733
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 (Moren Associates Limited) 01525 229695
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Dunstable 01582 699851

Copy for publication to the Editor by the 
10th of the month

Focus accepts no responsibility as to the 
accuracy or content of any advertising or articles 

published  in ‘this’ magazine, neither do they 
refl ect the opinion of members of the Committee. 

© Articles published in Focus may not be 
reproduced without permission.

Kindly Note
If the event you wish to advertise falls in the fi rst 
week of the month, it is advisable to get the details 
into Focus a month earlier. The magazines are 
not delivered from the printers until the fi rst of the 
month, therefore it takes a few days for them all to 
be circulated throughout the village.
Editor

Focus is online at www.thefocusmagazine.co.uk

Focus would like to remind contributors 
that the deadline for articles is the 10th 

of the preceding month

NORTHALL BAPTIST 
CHAPEL

Chapel Lane, Northall
(just beyond the 30 speed limit signs on 

the road towards Leighton Buzzard)
Everyone is welcome to our Sunday 
worship each week between 11am and 
12.30pm including tea/coff ee and time to 
talk together.

For more information contact:
John Hazell 01525 218142

Email northallchapel@btinternet.com

There has been a Baptist Chapel in Northall 
for more than 200 years. Today we continue 
to seek to worship God, serve him in our 
daily lives and support and encourage one 
another in the diffi  cult and the joyful times.

Eaton Bray 
Methodist 

Church

invites you to

Café 
Community 

Saturday 10th March 2018
11.00am to 1.00pm

Charity of the month:
Save the Children - Yemen Appeal

Relax & chat with friends,
coffee/light lunch

All ages welcome (inc. activity area).

food for the body......
food for thought....

See you there
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Weekly
Mon-Fri
(term time)

Eaton Bray Pre-school, Eaton Bray Lower School, 01525 220468

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Dagnall Under 5’s, Dagnall Village Hall, 9.15am - 12.15pm, Mrs Ann Tobin 07816 
358342

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Edlesborough Pre-School, Edlesborough School, 01525 220431 
manager@edlesborough.bucks.sch.uk

Mon-Thu 
(term time)

Totternhoe Pre-school, mornings, Totternhoe Lower School, Michelle Urbanowicz  on 
01582 668841

Mondays Pilates, 10.45am, Totternhoe Memorial Hall, Lisa: 07799 893489
Mondays Dagnall Community Choir, All Saints Church 7.45 – 9.45pm
Mondays 
(term time)

Movement and exercise classes with a dance fl avour, Northall Village hall 2-3.30.Contact 
Jan 01442 864271.

Mondays Curtain Call Youth Theatre 5-7.30pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Gavyn 01525 220525
Mondays Curtain Call Theatre Group - 7:30-10:30pm Eaton Bray Village Hall, Sheila - 

sdtwinkletoes@yahoo.co.uk
Mondays KFPA ISTD Classical Ballet classes, 3+yrs, 4.15pm, Edlesbrough Memorial Hall, www.

kfpa.co.uk
Mondays Cubs (8-10 ½ years old), 6.30pm - 8pm, 1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout Hut, High 

Street, Edlesborough. Contact Liz Coates 01442 842550
Tuesdays Pilates, 10-11am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Nicky Roussou 07861 162680
Tuesdays Totternhoe Baby & Toddler Group, 9.30-11.30am, St. Giles Church Hall, Ruth Allen, 

01525 222468 or 07796 265174 or email ruthallen002@gmail.com
Tuesdays Northall Baby & Toddler Group, 9:30-11:30am, (open in the Summer School Holidays) 

Northall Village Hall, Sarah Cox: 07765 158182
Tuesdays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 

01582 620576
Tuesdays Beginner’s Boxercise, 6-7pm Dagnall Village Hall, Josh Thompson 07456 574405 or 

jtptinfo@gmail.com
Tuesdays 
Fortnightly

Coff ee Morning, Bring & Buy, Table Top Sale, 10-12noon, Salvation Army Hall, Booth 
Place, Eaton Bray

Wednesdays Pilates, 7.15pm, Northall Village Hall, Lisa: 07799 893489
Wednesdays Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club, 10am - 3pm, Northall Village Hall, 

Contact Anna on 07854 230243
Wednesdays
(term time)

Caterpillars Baby and Toddler Group 10am to 11:30am, Grace Baptist Church, Moor End, 
Edlesborough, £1 per family unit, Frances King 01582 475896

Wednesdays Pilates 6.45 & 7.45pm, Dagnall Village Hall, Andrea on 07855 138005 or andrea@
naturalpilates.co.uk

Wednesdays Art of Ju Jitsu martial arts class, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 7 -7.45pm ages 6-15yrs
Thursdays Yoga, Northall Village Hall, 11.30am-1pm 01525 377542
Thursdays Baby & Toddler Group, Salvation Army Hall, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 9.30-11.30am
Thursdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Thursdays KFPA Street dance classes 4+yrs 4pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, www.kfpa.co.uk
Thursdays Tae Kwon-do, Dagnall Village Hall, 5.45-7.30pm 07813 755785
Thursdays Clubbercise 7.30 - 8.30pm. Eaton Bray Hall - Gina Flitton 07846421756
Thursdays Beavers (6 to 8 years old), 6.15-7.30pm, 1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout Hut, High 

Street, Edlesborough. Contact: ebebeaverleader@ebescouts.co.uk
Thursdays Explorers Scouts (14-18 years old), 8pm-9.30pm, 1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout 

Hut, High Street, Edlesborough. Contact Simon Betts, lionheartesu@hotmail.co.uk
Thursdays Intermediate Boxercise, 7.30-8.30pm, Dagnall Village Hall, Josh Thompson 07456 

574405 or jtptinfo@gmail.com
Fridays Keep Fit class, Edlesborough Mermorial Hall 10 - 11am
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Fridays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 
01582 620576

Fridays Stay & Play toddler group, ‘Musical Monkeys’ at the Eaton Bray Village Hall, 10-
11.30am, £4.50 for one adult and child, £1 for extra children/adults, 0-6 months free

Fridays Scouts, 10 ½ to 14 years old), 7.00-8.30pm, 1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout 
Hut, High Street, Edlesborough. Contact Mark Owen, 07899 892344, ebescoutleader@
ebescouts.co.uk

Fridays
(term time)

“Little Luvvies” baby ballet classes 10am-11.30am. Contact Emma Whittemore on 01525 
376124

Saturdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Saturdays KFPA Musical Theatre classes 4+yrs www.kfpa.co.uk, 10am, Edlesborough Memorial 

Hall
Saturdays Bootcamp Fitness, 9-10am, Dagnall Recreation Ground, Josh Thompson 07456 574405 

or jtptinfo@gmail.com
Sundays Sunday  Worship at 10:30am and 6pm Grace Baptist Church, Moor End, Edlesborough 

(across from the post offi  ce). Alister King 07572 395687
Sundays Karate for kids & adults, 4-5:30pm, Eaton Bray Villaage Hall, Contact 07500 007779
Monthly
1st Monday Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, The Coff ee Tavern (except Jan-2nd Monday)
1st Monday Eaton Bray W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm. Eaton Bray Methodist Church Hall. Contact Margaret 

Jones on 01525 220991
1st & 3rd Mon
(ex. Bank Hols)

Knit ‘n Stitch at Edlesborough Village Hall, 1:45pm to 3:45pm.  Contact Heather 
Westwood (01525 839083)

1st & 3rd Tues Dunstable & District Orbit (social and charitable) Club meet at Dunstable Rugby Club at 
8pm. For details contact 01525 222441 or 01582 755147

1st & 3rd Tues TOTS, St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, 2pm
1st Saturday St. Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray Coff ee Morning & Plant Sale, 10:30am - 12 noon
1st Sunday St. Mary’s Edlesborough Open Days, 2-5pm, May to September inclusive
2nd Monday SilverLink, 2.30-4.00pm, Grace Baptist Chapel Edlesborough – activities, talks, friendship 

& refreshments for the over 60s
2nd Tuesday Dunstable & District Local History Society meeting, 7.45pm, Methodist Church Hall, 

Dunstable (opposite Wilkinson)
2nd Tuesday Edlesborough W.I. Meeting, 7.30 pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall
2nd Wednesday St.Mary’s Ladies Guild, 2pm, St.Mary’s, Eaton Bray
2nd Wednesday Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Lions Club, 7.30pm, The Coff ee Tavern
2nd Thursday CAMEO Coff ee, tea & chat, 10am-12noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
2nd Thursday Sewing & Craft Bee, 7:30pm, Salvation Army, Booth Place, Eaton Bray
2nd Saturday Workshops Dynamic Yoga 9.30-11am £10 Eaton Bray Coff ee Tavern, Keira 07936 

693696
3rd Thursday Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
3rd Sunday Lunch club 11.30 to 2.00pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Chris Hewitt 222288
Last Saturday Coff ee Morning, 10:30-12 noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
Last Sunday Messy Church, 3-5pm, Salvation Army, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 07932 057490
Other Regular Events
4th Beds Area Narrow Gauge Model Railway Club Meeting, 11.30am-4.30pm, Eaton Bray 

Village Hall
9th Leukaemia Research Coff ee Morning, 2 Dunstable Road, Dagnall 10.30am. All welcome.
10th Cafe Community, 11am-1pm, Eaton Bray Methodist Church 
20th Dagnall and Kensworth Friendship Club meeting, 2pm, Dagnall Village Hall with tea and 

Bingo.
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One Off /Annual/Irregular Events
3rd Great British Litter Pick, meet 10am at Edlesborough Green Village Sign
8th Coff ee Morning, 10-12, Butlers Folly, South End Lane, Northall
9th Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club Quiz Night, 7:30pm Northall Village 

Hall, Tickets £10, 01525 220868
11th Salvation Army Messy Church Mother’s Day Celebration 11am, Booth Place, Eaton Bray

***  STOP  PRESS  ***
Multi-Award-Winner Chris Wood Announces 

Appearance at Village Music Festival
I fi rst saw Chris Wood in 2009 on a wet Sunday afternoon in a marquee in Shrewsbury. 
He was playing to about two thousand people. Many of them already knew what sort 
of a treat they had in store. For the rest of us - well the magic just unfolded. I laughed. 
I cried. And ever since, I’ve seen him as often as I can. 
That same year, Chris won the BBC’s Folk Singer of the Year award – and the Best 
Album of the Year. He’s notched up six BBC awards since then. 
Track - Hollow Point emphatically secured his place as a serious voice of English 
song-writing.  His most recent album So Much to Defend has received further critical 
acclaim and was awarded four stars by The Guardian, who described it as ‘unique’, 
with ‘compelling lyrics’. I know of no-one else who could produce an album that 
includes refl ections on minor league football, empty nest syndrome, learning to swim, 
Cook-in Sauce and, not least, the Gecko as a metaphor for contemporary society. His 
wry vocals are sometimes humorous, often cutting, and always memorable.
And Wood is nothing if not grounded in everyday life. He is fond of recounting that, 
‘... at art school they said I had a remarkable eye for trivia, like it was a bad thing.’ He 
cites his major infl uence as ‘Anon’.
I suppose I couldn’t put it any better than Chris Diff ord of Squeeze – himself one of 
the fi nest songwriters of our generation – who simply says of Chris Wood, “If I had a 
towel I’d throw it in.”
Chris Wood will be performing as part of EdleFest 2018 in the special atmosphere of 
the Church on the Hill, and it promises to be a very special night. He will be headlining 
on Friday 15th June, supported by several other great acts.  
Saturday night sees the amazing Rob Heron and the Tea Pad Orchestra come to town 
for a high energy fi nale.
You can fi nd out more and buy tickets 
for the whole event online by searching 
for Edlefest, or at edlefest.site123.me, by 
calling Wyn on 01525 221744, or by email 
to EdleFest@gmail.com.  From April 3rd 
tickets will be on sale locally through 
Louise at Janes – Flooring, Edlesborough.
See you there!
Richard Brandon
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Police Contact Numbers...
making neighbourhoods safer together

General Assistance (Recommended Number): 101        Emergency: 999
Bedfordshire Police (Eaton Bray)

Leighton Buzzard Police Station/Kathryn Horgan: 01582 473411
Typetalk: 18001 01582 473418

Email: LPT.LeightonBuzzardLinslade&Rural@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
Th ames Valley Police (Edlesborough, Dagnall & Northall)

PCSO Jackie Dodson Mobile: 07800 703 524
Email: NHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

EDaN Community Transport
Peter Williams: 01442 842506

Village Hall Bookings
To book your local village hall for an event please contact the following:

Northall: Lorna Cubbage Tel:  07857 318696 Email:northallvhbookings@gmail.com
Eaton Bray: Norman Lee Tel: 07975 7972202

Email: bookings@ebvh.co.uk Website www.ebvh.co.uk
Dagnall: Elizabeth Coates Tel: 01442 842550

Edlesborough Memorial Hall: Penny Pataky, Tel: 01525 229358
Email: manager@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk

Defi brillator Locations
These units are registered with the Ambulance Services. To access them, please 
phone 999. You will be given the access code and the location of the unit will be 
confi rmed. The defi brillator is easy and safe to use. The units can be found on the 

outside walls of the following locations:
Dagnall: Red Lion Public House
Eaton Bray: The Coff ee Tavern

Edlesborough: Edlesborough Memorial Hall
Northall: The Swan Public House

Helpline: 07930987064
Manned phone hours:  9am to 5pm, 

Monday to Friday 
(An answering service is available for out-of-hours calls)

Call us if you want help with geƫ  ng to the surgery/hospital, collecƟ ng 
prescripƟ ons, minor errands or d-i-y jobs, form-fi lling, walking your pet etc. or 

if you would welcome our befriending service.
We help people of Eaton Bray and adjacent villages
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Services at St Mary’s Church
SUNDAYS : 8.00am  HOLY COMMUNION
  10.00am  PARISH SUNG HOLY COMMUNION
  On Third Sunday of each month:

10.00am –  WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE a shorter, less formal service 
for families. (For anyone wishing to attend a service where Holy 
Communion is off ered, there is a Family Communion at 10.30am at All 
Saints’ Church, Dagnall, where visitors are assured of a warm welcome).

WEEK-DAYS: 
 Tuesday: 2.00pm  TOTS (Tots on Tuesdays) (2nd & 4th Tuesdays)
 Wednesday:   10.00am  Holy Communion
  EVERYONE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES

If so, health and care services in 
Buckinghamshire would like your help to 
ensure we are delivering the best possible 
care for our population – which means it 
is vital we hear from residents who have 
experienced cancer treatment. 
NHS Aylesbury Vale and NHS Chiltern 
Clinical Commissioning Groups are working 
with Macmillan Cancer Support to invite 
people with experience of cancer to give their 
views in a new online survey.
Everyone’s experience of cancer is diff erent. 
So, for us to give the best possible care and 
support, we need you to help us understand 
what that looks like to you and how you think 
we should provide it. 
Because you have been through it, you are 
best placed to tell us what works, what can be 
improved, and what specifi c cancer support 
should be available to you within the Bucks 
area. 
Things may not change overnight, but if 
your experiences have left you with ideas of 
what would be good for patients in Bucks 
– whether improving an existing service or 
off ering new kinds of support – we want to 
hear from you.
We know that being given the all-clear 
does not always mean the end of cancer 
and returning to normal. It’s vital that when 

treatment stops you 
still have the right 
support to get back 
on your feet, deal 
with the consequences of your experience 
and know how to spot signs if cancer should 
return.
Whether you are currently undergoing 
treatment, are now living after treatment, or 
if you have watched a loved one go through 
cancer, please let us know your views. 
Comment boxes have been distributed at a 
range of locations across Bucks (including 
GP surgeries, libraries, support group venues 
and many others) and you can complete the 
full survey via the link below. All details will 
be kept strictly confi dential.
www.letstalkhealthbucks.nhs.
uk/consult.ti/cancerservices/

Have you, or a loved one, been 
affected by cancer?
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Church Warden & Pastoral Matters: Catherine Hayden (01525 220527)
Reader: Gordon Gray (01525 220136)

Website: www.stmaryseatonbray.org.uk  Facebook: St Mary’s Eaton Bray

Should it be called Mothering Sunday or 
Mother’s Day and is there any difference? 
Mother’s Day is an American invention which 
was started as a day of prayer and thanks for 
mothers and all they do for their families. It is held 
on the same day in May each year. Mothering 
Sunday, on the other hand, has been celebrated 
in the UK since the 16th century always on the 
4th Sunday of Lent which changes each year 
depending on the date of Easter. 
On most Sundays in the year, churchgoers 
would worship at their local church or ‘daughter’ 
church. Once a year however, on Mothering 
Sunday, people made a point of visiting their 
Mother Church, the original church in the area. 
The visit to the Mother Church would become 
an occasion for family reunions, especially for 
children who were working away from home. 
In times past, children as young as ten would 
leave home to find work. 
Most historians think it was the return to Mother 
church which led to the tradition of children, 
particularly those working as domestic servants 
or apprentices, being given the day off to visit 
their mother and family. People who had visited 
the Mother Church were said to have gone 
a-mothering. As they walked along the country 
lanes on the journey home, children would pick 
wild flowers to give to their mother as a small 
gift, hence the tradition of giving flowers on 
Mothering Sunday. 
Mothering Sunday was also known as 
Refreshment Sunday, because the fasting rules 
for Lent were relaxed on that day which falls 
half way through Lent. The Gospel was often 
the story of Jesus feeding the Five Thousand 
and the emphasis was on food. It would be quite 
common for the house cook where children 

were in service to bake a cake for them to take 
home with them for their mothers. Sometimes 
they also had gifts of eggs. The cake was often 
a Simnel cake, a fruit cake with a flat layer of 
marzipan on top and 11 marzipan balls. The 11 
balls represented the disciples, minus Judas who 
betrayed Jesus. The name Simnel comes from 
the Latin word for fine and refers to the fine 
wheaten flour from which the cakes were made.
The following Mothering Sunday Carol was 
written by George Hare Leonard.

So I’ll put on my Sunday coat,
And in my hat a feather,

And get the lines I writ by rote,
With many a note,

That I’ve a-strung together.

And now to fetch my wheaten cake
To fetch it from the baker,

He promised me, for mother’s sake,
The best he’d bake

For me to fetch and take her.

The boys will all come home from town
Not one will miss that one day;

And every maid will bustle down
To show her gown

A-mothering on Sunday.

It is the day of all the year
Of all the year the one day;

And here come I, my mother dear,
And bring you cheer,

A-mothering on Sunday.

Happy Mothering Sunday!
Joy, Vicar of Eaton Bray with Edlesborough

Mother’s Day or Mothering Sunday? 
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This year the Carnival will be held on Saturday the 7th of 
July 2018 with the theme of ‘Games’

Book this in your diary now and don’t miss out.
CARNIVAL QUEEN 2018
If you are aged between 8 and 12 years and live in Dagnall, Eaton Bray, Edlesborough 
or Northall you could be leading the procession in the Carnival Queen carriage.  This 
year’s Queen, Princess and Attendants will be chosen by draw on Sunday the 15th of 
April 2018 at 11.15am in Eaton Bray Village Hall.  
For full entry details contact Cheryl Spratt on 01525 222139 or visit the Carnival 
website.
INFORMATION FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES
The Carnival is the perfect opportunity for businesses and organisations to be part of 
a local community event which is attracting an ever increasing amount of visitors and 
gaining a reputation as one of the best rural carnivals around.
In order to make sure you have a presence at the Carnival, the Carnival committee 
are urging local businesses, schools, youth groups and organisations to make contact 
and be part of this brilliant event.  With visitors attending from all over Bedfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire and beyond, the Carnival off ers the perfect platform for business’ to 
come and meet their customers and potential customers.  The committee will work in 
partnership with a business or organisation to ensure that they get the best out of what 
the Carnival can off er.  Just a few ways the Carnival can help are:

• Advertising in the Carnival Programme, delivered to over 2500 homes locally.
• Advertising in the Carnival arena, off ering prime exposure within the heart of the 

Carnival.
• Having a stall at the Carnival.  Prices unchanged from last year.
• Donating a prize towards either the grand draw or the silent auction.

To book a stall, arrange advertising, off er prizes or for a chat about how the Carnival 
can work for your business or organisation, visit the Carnival website:
www.stmarysvillagecarnival.com

Material Wanted
Do you have any bright or fl oral dress material spare? The carnival tea tent 
committee would love to make some new bunting to hang inside and outside the 
tent. If you can donate or want more information please contact Sue Brown on 
07976 772959. Thank you.
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Professional & Local

All work guaranteed - not happy, don’t pay
Powerful equipment means drier much 

quicker than other methods
100% Guaranteed no chemicals left in carpet 

when dry therefore will not easily resoil 
& perfectly safe for children & pets

Recommendations account for 90% of my work
Absolutely no hard sell

Telephone Colin for a Free Quote

DEEP-CLEAN
01525 851 811

www.deep-cleaners.co.uk
Email: colin@deep-cleaners.co.uk

EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY
11 Cow Lane Edlesborough

Enquiries - 01525 221630  Appointments - 01525 220333
www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk

Dr J R Bell, Dr Heather White, Dr Stephanie Johnston
Dr Kirsten Riemer, Dr Charlotte Fisher

Friendly village Practice off ering a wide range of health services including coils/
implants, minor surgery, travel advice, in house blood tests, on-line appointments and 
repeat prescription ordering. Nurse Practitioners off ering acute clinics with same day 

appointments. Also, Midwife, Health Visitors in attendance. Local District Nurse service. 
Long established training Practice with a rotation of qualifi ed doctors.

EDLESBOROUGH PHARMACY
01525 223181

Pharmacist – Mitul Patel
Friendly reliable professional service at the pharmacy. 

Professional advice always available.
All doctors/dentists/veterinary and hospital prescriptions dispensed.

Herbal/Homeopathic products available. In addition – Disability Aids, e.g. wheelchairs,  
walking frames, incontinence aids, Ostomy products, Malaria prophylaxis, Erectile 

dysfunction, Salbutamol supply without prescription. Flu vaccination available.
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Interior and Exterior
All work carried out to the 

highest standard

For all your painting & decorating requirements
Domestic and Commercial

call Max for a free estimate with no obligation   
maxbro@btinternet.com

D & E HINES

High-Class 
Butchers

Quality Beef, Pork & Lamb
Grade A Poultry

BBQ & Sausage Speciality
Renowned for ‘Bunkers Sausages’

Telephone: 01525 220413
98 High Street, Eaton Bray

or Just Need a Little Help?or Just Need a Little Help?

Computer, Network Problems?Computer, Network Problems?

Security GuidanceSecurity Guidance
Virus Protection & RemovalVirus Protection & Removal

Upgrades & Installations, RepairsUpgrades & Installations, Repairs
Data and System RecoveryData and System Recovery
Internet & Email supportInternet & Email support

Hardware & Software TroubleshootingHardware & Software Troubleshooting
Home & Office Network Guidance & SetupHome & Office Network Guidance & Setup

01525 22969501525 229695
support@morenassociates.co.uksupport@morenassociates.co.uk
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Dominic Woolcott
Painter & Decorator

For a professional job call:
01525 229682 or 07747 042879

■ Internal & External
■ Plastering & Coving
■ Insurance Work
■ 20 Years Experience
■ Competitive Rates
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David John Harris

(Established 1992)
All Fencing Work • All Gates • Paving • Patios 

Driveways • Shingle • Hedge Setting and Cutting 
Grass Cutting • Turfi ng Specialist • Exterior 

Painting Service • Sheds Small Building Work 
Trees & Shrubs Supplied

Tel/Fax: 01525 221745
Mobile: 07889 143713

Barry Cato
Motor Repairs

Servicing, repairs and MOT’s arranged
Workshop at:

r/o Norfolk House Farm, Harling Road
Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Beds, LU6 1QY

Tel:  01525 221681 (workshop)
 07836 650015 (mobile)

Est. 1981

P. DYER ELECTRICAL
For all your Electrical & Testing & Inspection needs

Re-wires CCTV Systems

Testing & Inspection PAT Testing

Security Systems/Lighting Fuse Boards

LED & Low Energy Lighting Fault Finding/Repairs

Fully insured, Part P registered, all work guaranteed.
Fast, friendly, reliable, local electrician. For a free,

no-obligation estimate, call Paul on
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Stuart Ball
Ceramic Tiler

Specialist
 at all aspects of

Wall & Floor Tiling
Over 35 yrs Experience

01525 229381

GRASS ROOTS 

WESTROPE BROS.

LAWN MOWER SERVICES
ALL TYPES OF GARDEN MOWERS SERVICED

THE RYE, EATON BRAY
Tel: Eaton Bray 220587
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Patricia’s Cuisine
Catering For All Occasions

• Buff ets, Dinners •
• Christenings, Weddings, Funerals •
• Promotions & Business Lunches •

For Enquiries & Menu

Meadside Farm, 104 High Street,
Eaton Bray, Bedfordshire, LU6 2DP
Telephone: 01525 222174

•

• Chris
• Prom

For 

d idddddd

••••••

Established over 20 Years

Duncan Tomblin
TREE SURGEON

Forestry Contractor • Tree Felling
Crown Reduction & Thinnings
Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting

Stump Grinding • Site Clearance
Private Agriculture Fencing Contractor

Chipper & Stump Grinding Hire
Digger Hire

FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE ESTIMATES

‘The Best Choice For Your Tree’

12 Greenways, Eaton Bray, Beds

TEL: (01525) 221946
MOBILE: (07802) 410728

 For a professional service………….. 
 

Window cleaning
Conservatory cleaning 
Fascia & gutter cleaning 

07876 594186 
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01582 664772   www.smartautomotive.co 
Smart Automotive, Units 17 & 18 Icknield Way Farm, Tring Road, Eaton Bray LU6 2JX

SMART AUTOMOTIVE IS THE TRADING NAME OF SMART TOUCH (MK) LIMITED

EXPERTISE, QUALIT Y & EXPERIENCE
E S T  2 0 0 3

Car Bodyshop, Service Workshop & MOT Bay 

MOT TESTING 

FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS

4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT  

& TYRE FITTING

SPECIALISTS IN COMPLETE  

CLASSIC CAR RESTORATION

DEALER TRAINED TECHNICIANS

EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE IN  

PRESTIGE CAR PAINTWORK & REPAIR

ACCIDENT & VANDALISM DAMAGE

INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN

MOBILE BODY REPAIRS 

ALLOY WHEELS - DENTS - BUMPERS 

CHIPS - SCRATCHES - SCUFFS 

Fully equipped vans that come  

to your home or office

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY 

LOAN CARS AVAILABLE
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Northall Baptist Church
200 years and still going

Welcome to our fi rst Focus article. It has taken a long time for 
us to get an article into the magazine considering that Northall 
Baptist Church was started over 200 years ago in 1802! It all 
began with William Johnson who maintained his right to preach 
anywhere, anytime rather than in a Church or Chapel at set times. 
This was seen as rebellious, being not long after the French 
Revolution and the shadow of Napoleon concerning. He seems 

to be our fi rst rebel with meetings initially starting in a house. A leased meeting place 
then continued until 1805. They found a property for £200, extending it with a vestry, 
initially as an independent Methodist Chapel, until 1807. There were many more rebels 
along the line - the minutes showing some leaving and causing pain, an illegitimate 
child, drunkenness, being intoxicated and one member, Ann Ashpool, who was ‘set 
aside’ for marrying a ‘carnal’ man – described as he was not a committed Christian. 
However, today we are sinners saved by grace and if you’d like to join us, our Sunday 
morning service is at 11am.
The building you see now was built in 1869. This and more histories are recounted in 
our booklet entitled ‘Rebels in Green Pastures’. A very apt title as we can often hear 
the sheep bleating during a service. For those interested a free copy of the booklet can 
be supplied or downloaded from our website: http://northallbaptistchurch.org/
January 2018 has brought in a new leadership team of John Hazell, Rob Kirkman and 
Ruth Cox and we hope to bring you more in the future.
Ruth Cox Tel: 07791 425625
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Grace Baptist Church 
Edlesborough

What‛s in Our Name?
Many churches are named after people from the Bible or 
from church history. So who is this ‘Grace’ the church is 
named after? First some history!
Providence Chapel on the corner of Summerleys and Moor 
End has been the meeting place of a Baptist Church in 
Edlesborough since 1835. In 2006, on the retirement of the 
then pastor, Trevor Rimes, Eaton Bray Baptist Church, as it was known, closed and the 
congregation went to other churches.
The church that now meets in the chapel was formed in March 2014 with Barry King 
as its pastor. In 2017 Barry moved to Dunstable Baptist Church and Timothy Reynolds 
became the pastor in Edlesborough.
Why was this new church called Grace Baptist Church? The name does not come from 
a person. We are called Grace Baptist Church because we are a group of Christians 
who rejoice in what the Bible calls God’s grace.
Grace means that God not only treats us mercifully (not as our sins deserve) but 
graciously (far better than we deserve). In particular this is what the Bible teaches 
about how we receive forgiveness. It is 
God’s free gift to all who turn away from 
wrongdoing and believe in Jesus Christ his 
Son.
Sam disobeyed his mother, kicked his 
football in the sitting room and broke an 
expensive vase. He was in trouble! But 
his mother decided not to punish him; that 
was mercy. When she paid for it herself 
and still gave him his pocket money, that 
was grace.
Paul, the great 1st Century Christian 
missionary, wrote: “It is by grace you have 
been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God.” 
(Ephesians 2:8, The Holy Bible)
We are ‘Grace Baptist Church’ because 
God’s grace to us is one of the most 
important and precious things the Bible 
tells us about him. You’re welcome to join 
us at our Sunday services as we learn more 
about him each week.
Timothy Reynolds (Pastor)

Grace Baptist Church 
Edlesborough

Pastor: Timothy Reynolds
gbcepastor@gmail.com
Secretary: Alister King

gbcesecretary@gmail.com
Facebook: @gbce2014

Weekly Activities
Sunday Services

10.30am Morning Worship
6.00pm Evening Worship*

2nd Monday
2.30pm SilverLink for over 60s

Wednesday
10.30am Caterpillars Toddler Group

7.30pm Bible Study & Prayer MeeƟ ng
*25th March, 3pm Church Anniversary
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The Opposite Sex by David TristramThe Opposite Sex by David Tristram
A fun, lighthearted night out!
This very funny comedy with adult themes revolves around two couple with less than 
happy marriages and the events of a couple of nights in suburbia.
Disillusioned husband and wife, Mark & Vicky, have a very eventful dinner party with 
two mere acquaintances - or so they think.  What should have been a friendly night at 
home turns into a social nightmare as the pasts of Mark, Vicky, Judith & Eric come 
back to haunt them.
As it starts to become clear what the common denominator between them is, the air 
becomes thick with insults, black eyes and broken china.
Tickets on sale now.  Buy online via www.lbdg.org.uk or Box Offi  ce 0300 300 8125.
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On the fi rst Sunday in 
2018 we were delighted 
to welcome back our 

own Jaque Stamp after several years of 
residence abroad. Her message focused 
on Epiphany – that ‘moment of sudden 
realisation’, when the kings bearing gifts 
arrived to acknowledge the arrival of 
the greatest king of all. Jesus shook the 
world and Jaque asked us to take up the 
challenge, to use the gifts Jesus gave us on 
God’s behalf. The following Sunday was 
a special one too as we were privileged to 
welcome Rev Dr David Chapman, Chair 
of District, to lead our Covenant Service.  
In the context of new beginnings, the 
anticipation and the fear that they 
inspire, he reminded us that the people 
of God, turn back to God and the hope 
we have because of his steadfastness. He 
encouraged us to stay close to Jesus and 
the sound of his voice from which we 
draw strength and nourishment. It was 
with real pleasure that we heard Steve 
Rodgers had successfully completed his 
trial period and we enjoyed his visit on 
the third Sunday when he spoke vividly 
of Jesus’s calling the disciples to work 
with him. He reminded us that, diffi  cult 
though it may be, all Christians are called 
to trust God’s plan for them and carry 
it out. On the last Sunday of the month, 
Peter Baker came to lead our worship 
and gave us a meaningful and inspiring 
sermon which focused on the powerful 
authority of Christ. We were reminded 
of the many times Jesus spoke and acted 
with quiet but compelling authority and 
in death acted as a ‘human bridge’ to 
make a new life available for all. We must 
claim this power to reach out in to all in 
His Name. The preacher who was due 
to take our service on the fi rst Sunday in 

February was prevented from doing so by 
a sudden knee problem. Our own Geoff  
Joels stepped in and led us with verve, 
involving the whole congregation in an 
interesting and thoughtful interactive 
session contemplating ‘the Kingdom of 
God’. We are fortunate to have versatile 
and skilled members who are prepared to 
respond in emergencies.  
Dates for your Diary:
Cafe Community and Craft Stall
Saturday 10th March 2018  11am - 1pm. 
We will be delighted to see you if you 
come to join us for a cup of tea/coff ee and/
or a light lunch.
Social Afternoons
Weekly on Thursdays    1.30 - 3.30pm
Chat, meeting friends, games, 
refreshments. All Welcome. 

Coffee 
Morning

in aid of St Mary's Flower Fund
Thursday, March 8th

10 am - 12 noon
Butler's Folly, South End Lane, 

Northall

Bring and Buy, Raffl e,
Cake Stall

Please contact Sally Taylor 
on 01525 221576 for more 

details
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Pebblemoor Car Park
The car park at Pebblemoor is a public car park. Currently the only restrictions on the use of this 
car park are the operating hours which state that the car park must not be used between the hours of 
11pm and 6am. The drivers using the car park are parishioners as well as customers of the garage. 
Placing any further restrictions on the use of the car park is not currently possible as the EPC do 
not have the resources to enforce parking restrictions. EPC requests that all users of the car park 
park considerately and do not use the disabled space unless they are able to display a registered 
disabled parking badge.
Cow Lane Surgery Car Park
EPC are opening discussions with Edlesborough Surgery looking at ways to improve the parking 
situation at the Cow Lane Surgery. EPC are also working with AVDC to exploring the possibility 
of utilising the utility land between Wren Walk and the Surgery to help alleviate the parking issues 
on Cow Lane.
OPPS IN BUCKS
District Cllr Chris Poll has asked EPC to share the following information about a new website 
which is aimed at tying in schools, colleges, workplaces, parents and young people. The aim of 
the website is to prepare our young people for career choices & help them to develop skills for the 
workplace.
There is a huge resource on the web page including things like the 
October skills show and opportunities for young people to learn about 
the world of work. https://oppsinbucks.org/
Grass Cutting & Weed Spraying in the Parish
Following almost two years of EPC successfully cutting the grass verges within the 30mph 
sections of the Parish EPC have decided to extend the grass cutting to include the 40mph sections 
and some stretches on national speed limit roads. The intention is to have the same high standard 
of grass cutting throughout the Parish. EPC’s contractor will cut the verges fortnightly throughout 
the growing season. To help our contractor carry out his work and to ensure high standards are 
maintained EPC asks that parishioners do not park on the grass verges in the Parish.
The additional sections to be included in the grass cutting schedule are:
• The verges and traffi  c islands at the Travellers Rest roundabout.
• From the Travellers Rest roundabout to the right of way that leads to the RAF houses.
• From the Travellers Rest roundabout to Pine Road.
• The vision splay at the top of Cocks Close/Pebblemoor and the B440
• Northall – B440 from the 30mph sign to the national speed limit sign heading towards Leighton 

Buzzard
• B440 from Edlesborough to Northall (Sparrowhall Farm to Northall)
• Northall – Eaton Bray Road from the 30mph to the village boundary by the right of way. 
• Northall – Chapel Lane the full length.
• Northall – South End Lane full length to the cattle grid. 
• From Pine Road to Ivinghoe Way include in the siding out, weed spraying & verge cutting. 
ADDITIONALLY
• The Council will increase the kerb side weed spray from two sprays per year to three. 



25

• Taskers Row pavement opposite the Taskers Row bungalow is severely neglected by Bucks 
CC, this will be treated with a spray to remove the excessive build-up of moss. 

EPC would also like to praise our contractor MW Agri Ltd. on the exceptional work carried out 
cleaning the numerous road signs and white gates in our Parish helping to keep our village looking 
good and well cared for.
Dog Bins & Litter Bins
Concerns have been raised about the emptying of the dog bins and litter bins. EPC would like to 
clarify who is responsible for which bins and the frequency of the empting.
• Dog Bins – AVDC are responsible for emptying these bins, once a week during the winter 

months and twice a week throughout the summer. Overfl owing bins should be reported to 
AVDC on 01296 585235 or via the website https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/general-
reports

• Litter Bins – there are several litter bins in the three villages, AVDC are also responsible for 
emptying these bins once a week. Any unemptied or overfl owing bin should be reported to 
AVDC at https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/general-reports Dog waste bags may be placed 
in these bins.

• Litter Bins on Edlesborough Green – EPC is responsible for emptying these bins and this 
is carried out once a week. Overfl owing bins should be reported to the Parish Clerk (details 
below). Dog waste bags must NOT be placed in these bins.

If you fi nd that a litter bin or dog bin is overfl owing please take your waste home or place it in 
another bin. Please do not place it on top of the bin or on the ground near the bin.
EdleFest 2018
The EdleFest dates for 2018 have been confi rmed as 15th and 16th June. More information and 
tickets are available via the EdleFest website https://edlefest.site123.me/
Champing
Edlesborough Church has been approved for ‘Champing - a new phenomenon in camping - enjoy 
a break in England’s treasured country churches’. “Champers” can ‘enjoy an overnight experience 
in a historic church, with the building to themselves, surrounded by rural simplicity, the natural 
world and hundreds of years of history.’ More information can be found at https://www.champing.
co.uk/
Potholes, Road Issues & Rights of Way 
EPC and County Cllr Anne Wight have continued to press TfB to carry out the following 
outstanding repairs within the parish:
• Damaged lighting at Dagnall Roundabout.
• Travellers Rest Roundabout including lack of bollards and poor & hazardous condition of traffi  c 

islands.  EPC have been informed that there are plans to remove existing bollards on the islands 
and to paint the islands white, and to clear the vegetation from the traffi  c islands. 

• Travellers Rest Bus Stop – winter landscaping works will be raised to clear the kerbing and hard 
standing at this stop.

• Leaning 30mph sign on Church End, Edlesborough
Should parishioners have concerns about any Highways issues these should be reported via the 
Bucks CC website: www.buckscc.gov.uk/services/transport-and-roads/report-a-problem/tell-us-
about-a-highways-problem/
Streetlights
Please report failed streetlights in Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall to the Clerk for repair. 
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When making a report please ensure you provide the Clerk with the information displayed on the 
lamp post.
Speedwatch
The EDaN Traffi  c Management team are looking for volunteers to help with their new Sentinel 
device. If you have an interest in slowing down traffi  c in the villages or are concerned about Road 
Safety, please contact Cllr Alan Williams 07928 398371.
EPC Meetings
The next Edlesborough Parish Council Meetings will take place on as follows:
• Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Thursday 15th March 2018
• Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Thursday 19th April 2018
The meetings will commence at 7:30pm.
All Parishioners are welcome to attend all Ordinary Parish Council meetings and may ask 
questions, raise issues and give suggestions during the Open Forum before the formal start of the 
meeting.  The full minutes of the Parish Council meetings are available to view on the website or 
from the Parish Clerk.
To keep up to date with the latest information in the Parish please visit the Edlesborough Parish 
website and visit our Facebook page. 

Edlesborough Parish Council Contact Information:
Clerk:  Miss Penny Pataky      Offi  ce hours Mon – Fri 11am – 3pm (Excl. Wed)

Email:  clerk@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk   01525 229358   Website: www.edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/EDANParishCouncil

Kane is a big handsome Rottweiler who was 
born in December 2014. This poor lad was just 
discarded on the streets by his previous owner. He 
now needs to fi nd someone who really appreciates 
him and has experience of his breed. Kane needs 
to be an only pet in a home where there are no 
children. He walks well on the lead but can be 
strong. Kane cannot live in Luton
If you can off er Kane or any of our other dogs a 
forever home, please call in at the kennels any 

day between 10 am and 4 pm, or phone for more details. Please note that there 
are restrictions on rehoming dogs to families with children under seven years of age. 
Full details of the rehoming process can be found on our website, or please contact 
the kennels. Join our Facebook Group to see more photos of Kane and other dogs 
awaiting new homes.

at the kennels any 
ease note that there 
seven years of age. 

te, or please contact 
ane and other dogs 

Appledown Rescue and Rehoming Kennels Harling Road, Eaton Bray LU6 1QY
Call  01525 220383 or e-mail: appledown.kennels@btinternet.com  

Website: www.appledownrescue.co.uk 
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram!!

Ka
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n
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t
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d b t 10 d 4
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Are you thinking of moving? 
 

Call a member of our friendly team today on 
01525 222 333 

or email edlesborough@towncountry.uk.net 
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Will KimberleyWill Kimberley
Garden ServicesGarden Services

01442 25578401442 255784
Phone for a free no obligation written estimate
wkgardenservices@btconnect.com

• High hedges a speciality
• Fences erected and repaired
• General garden tidy up’s
• In fact any job in the garden!

R.J.O’CONNELL
BUILDING SERVICES

EXTENSIONS, PATIOS,
DRIVEWAYS, ROOF REPAIRS 

AND PROFESSIONAL 
DECORATING SERVICE
TEL: 01296 681323
MOB: 07855 236726
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BEFORE AFTER

Misty Double
Glazing?

KEEP YOUR WINDOW FRAMES...
... WE JUST REPLACE THE GLASS!

• UPVC • Aluminium • Or Wood
Because we replace just the glass the repair is a

Fraction of the cost of a complete replacement window.

mistydoubleglazing.co.uk
QUALITY GLAZING SERVICES

01525 876808
WE ALSO REPLACE BROKEN...

• Glass • Handles • Hinges & Locks
AND REPAIR...Patio Doors & Conservatories!

Over 30
Years

experience.
FREE

Quotes

Over 30
Years

experience.
FREE

Quotes

Neil Scott
General Building & Plumbing

(30 years experience)

• Extensions    •   Patios    •   Fencing
• Property Maintenance    •   Roofing

• UPVC guttering,  soffits & fascia boards
• Kitchens & Bathrooms fitted

Can also
Replace steamed up/misty double glazing

Tel: 01525 221470
Mobile: 07946 626564

FREE ESTIMATES
• • • 

ALL WORK CONSIDERED

NO JOB TOO SMALL

N.D.S.
     

        For a top quality 
  decorating job call 
 
 

 Marc Flack 

 
 
 

 01442 842639 

 
  

      
     Trading locally for 10 years 

        References are available 
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DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL,
CLEAN AND RELIABLE SERVICE,

 FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY ADVICE

* Plastering & Coving
* Floor Screeding

* Pebbledashing & Rendering
* Dry Lining

* Cornices & Mouldings
* Insurance Work Undertaken

CALL NICK CONWAY ON

Mobile: 07751 830716
Tel: 01296 688981

6 Cotes Way, Wing, LU7 ORB

Absolutely Plastered
Painting & Decorating Plastering
Wall & Floor Tiling Door Hanging
Bathroom & Kitchen Installations

20 years experienceAll work guaranteed and fully insuredCall Adrian :  01582 539179     Mobile :  07789730580

ARC Contract Services Ltd

GARDEN SERVICES LTD
DESIGN I BUILD I MAINTAIN

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS
NCH Horticulture City & Guilds Garden Design

A professional company working with all your garden 
requirements from design to complete landscape.

01525 242065   07773 723236
www.charleshillgardenservices.co.uk

www.allyearroundbbq.co.uk
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Gas Boiler Servicing
Over 40 years experience

Have your boiler serviced by a Gas Safe
and CORGI registered engineer

Other services available:
Maintenance, repair and installation of all domestic gas 
appliances including LPG. Boiler installations, Landlord 

Safety Certifi cates and Power fl ushing.
Free Quotes, no call out fee, and free friendly advice on all of the above.

Edwards Gas & Heating Services
Eaton Bray

Tel 01525 220626
www.edwardsgasandheating.co.uk

stevethegas123@gmail.com225820

01525 
377751
enquiries@stjudesclinic.com
www.stjudesclinic.com

 

 
 

Free 10 minute advice chats with 
our Chartered Physiotherapists 
& HCPC Registered Podiatrists

Kennels & Kathotel 
Offering your pet a fully licensed Dog 

and Cat boarding service. 

Purpose built Dog kennels 

Individual Cat chalets with outdoor 
exercise runs 

All in pleasant country surroundings 

 

ILLUSTRIA 
Springfield oad 

Wellhead 
NR Dunstable Beds 

LU6 2JT 
 

Proprietors 
MMick, Denise  and Michele  Garrod  
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Five Good Reasons to use Plumm Property
Private Offi ces - direct savings to you on fees

Local Knowledge - from our highly experienced team

Unrestrictive contracts - no lengthy tie-in periods

Marketing to outside area - attracting London buyers

Managing all your needs with a 1st class professional service

From Offer through to Completion of Sale

01296 660230
www.plummproperty.co.uk

Don’t be alarmed,
we’re here to help!

Established in 1999

e: info@plummproperty.co.uk
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Stephen D. 
Janes

(Established in 1982)

CARPENTRY, JOINERY
KITCHENS FITTED

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
TELEPHONE: 01525 220649

Neil Hodson Associates
BUILDING DESIGN

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING DESIGN, 
ADVISORY AND DRAWING SERVICES

From plans for domestic extensions 
to multi-storey offi  ces, commercial 

buildings and factories.

Structural surveys, site surveying, 
advice on building defects and 

Feasibility Studies

Planning Applications and Building 
Regulation Consents obtained.

24 HIGH ST TRING
Tel 01442 890894 OR
Edlesborough 222462

DESIGN
Free CAD design of your bathroom. This will give you a photo realistic fi nished plan of your design.

SUPPLY
Come and browse our display suites. This will help you decide on the perfect bathroom for your needs.

INSTALLATION
Our installations are of the highest standards!

We take pride in making you delighted with the fi nished result.

We have suites in a wide range of styles to suite your budget.
Ring to make an evening appointment at the showroom

 or a home visit at your convenience.

T: 01525 220043    M: 07891 449077
3 Summerleys, Edlesborough, Buckinghamshire, LU6 2HR

W: www.jablebathrooms.co.uk   E: ableplumbing@hotmail.co.uk

G & J Groundwork & 
Landscapes

Block Paving * Patios * Driveways
Clearance * Paths * Shingle * Slabs

Artifi cial Grass * Fencing
Free estimates

Garry 
01582 477568   07949 118011



35

Come and play tennis with us at our friendly club on The Green

High quality fl oodlight courts with easy booking system

Coaching available for adults and children from our LTA coach

Weekly club nights, with balls and fl oodlights provided

Contact us on enquiries@etctennis.org or look at our website www.etctennis.org or our facebook page

With Spring just around 
the corner, choir members 
are looking forward to 
heading out to choir on a 
Monday evening in daylight!  

Hopefully some warmer weather will also 
mean a welcome end to all the coughs and 
colds that can sometimes prevent us from 
enjoying our favourite pastime of singing...
We are currently busy learning a wealth of 
new songs for our 2018 concert programme 
and are making great progress with these.  
New additions to our repertoire include 
classical pieces by Vivaldi and Elgar, and 
for these, we are having to brush up on our 
Latin (or rather, for most of us, learn to sing 
in a completely diff erent language!)  As 
usual, our accompanist, James, impresses 
us all with his piano skills and both he and 
Michelle, our Musical Director, guide us 
expertly through these more challenging 
pieces.
We do enjoy quite a range of diff erent 
musical styles though, and are also looking 
forward to perfecting and performing a 
favourite number from the musical “Oliver”, 
which is also new to us this year.  No doubt 
there will be more new music to get our teeth 
into as the year progresses.
Socially, March is going to be a busy month 

for the choir.  Some of us will be enjoying 
a fun weekend away at the beginning of 
the month, at Potters Resort near Great 
Yarmouth.  Last year’s trip was a great 
success and all who went appreciated great 
evening entertainment and of course 
wonderful company!  We also have our 
Barn Dance at Dagnall Village Hall later this 
month, which is guaranteed to be a fabulous 
knees-up with great food and music.
Our concert schedule starts in May with an 
appearance at Leighton Buzzard Theatre 
on Saturday 12th May.  This is a charity 
concert in aid of Macmillan, and we will be 
appearing alongside an Elvis tribute band, so 
a rockin’ good night is in store, all for a great 
cause!  Tickets can be booked through the 
Leighton Buzzard Theatre Box Offi  ce.
Or of course, you could come and join 
us!  We are always keen to welcome new 
members, and particularly need more male 
voices.  If singing in a choir is something 
that you have always wanted to do, please do 
come along on a Monday evening – we meet 
at 7.45pm at Dagnall Church.  We would 
love to see you!
For more information about the choir, to 
get in touch, or to see the full listing of our 
concerts, please take a look at our website 
www.dagnall-community-choir.co.uk. 
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St Mary’s Village 
Carnival 

 

 

 

 

when a draw to select the Queen, Princess and 
two Attendants will take place. 
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Stay & Play
Toddler 
Group 

Musical Musical 
MonkeysMonkeys

Eaton Bray Village Hall 
10-11.30am on Fridays 
£4.50 for one adult and child
£1 for extra children/adults

0-6 months free

What: Fitness4Fun with Kay 
Where: Edlesborough Memorial Hall 
When: Every Friday, 10:00-11:00 am 

Why not give it a go?   Only £5 per 
week for one hour of fun fitness.  
Pay-as-you-go, come when you can. 

Get those muscles working!  Tone 
and strengthen arms, legs, bums 
and tums – you’ll look and feel 
great. 

No need to book – just show up. 

Come along and join our friendly 
group.   
Everyone welcome.    

01442 890265
enquiries@travelimpressions.co.uk
www.travelimpressions.co.uk

Suite 4, George House, 64 High Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF

Looking to visit New Zealand...
• Experienced Kiwi Specialist Agent
• Friendly, honest advice from an independent travel agency
• Specialists in tailor-making holidays to destinations worldwide
• Extensive experience to arrange every detail
• Using fully bonded tour operators
• No booking fees

For help with creating the best itinerary for you please call or email us
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A full/detailed copy of the minutes for Eaton Bray Parish Council can be found on our website. 
A hard copy of the minutes can also be viewed on the Parish Council’s notice board at The Coffee Tavern. 

 

 

 

EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL  
 

Meeting of Eaton Bray Parish Council
Held on Monday 8th January 2018 from 7:30pm at the Coff ee Tavern

Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) – Councillor Ken Janes email kwjanes@
hotmail.co.uk / 07767-496823
CBC Website: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk / CBC Email: customers@
centralbedfordshire.gov.uk / CBC Customer Services: 0300 300 8301 
• Motorcross: Cllr Janes informed the Council that the track cannot be used until the 

bund/sound fence buff er is completed, and a Sound Management Plan is produced.  
The Parish Council enquired as to whether the use of the track would therefore 
revert back to the old planning use, summer period, however Cllr Janes informed 
the Parish Council that this was not so.  The Parish Council agreed to contact CBC 
Planning for clarifi cation on this matter.

Bedfordshire Police:  
• Eaton Bray Police contact: PC Konopka - email Slav.Konopka2@Bedfordshire.pnn.

Police.uk 
• For general Police contact/enquiries: Non-emergency call 101 / All emergencies 999 
Outline Planning Application (CB/17/05645/OUT); Land Adjacent to Eaton Park
Concerns were raised regarding new developments from CBC on their draft Local Plan 
Consultation, the proposal for development at Eaton Park is featured within the draft 
plan.  The Parish Council will be writing to Cllr Nigel Young, CBC and Andrew Selous 
MP with their concerns regarding this inclusion within the Local Plan, a development 
proposed on green belt land.
Neighbourhood Plan
Residents, keep your eyes on the Parish Council web site/facebook, and read the 
Focus report - for updates.  Parish Council website: https://eatonbray.com/news/tag/
Neighbourhood-Plan   
Burial/Cemetery Land – Feedback required
To all residents: a reminder to forward your views/comments to the Parish Clerk.
Village Signs/Posts
Many of the sign posts in the parish are becoming rusty and require some general 
maintenance repair. The Parish Council are to look into the options available, one 
being a plastic sleeve which would cover and protect the posts.
Market Square/Electric Supply: 
A breakdown of the costs supplied by CBC to install an electric supply at Market Square 
was presented to the Parish Council who has agreed for the work to be implemented.
Work To Trees In The Parish:
Work to trees in School Lane recreation ground was approved by the Parish Council 
with the aim of carrying out much needed maintenance.  The work approved included 
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 Heidi Head, Parish Clerk & RFO 

Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk - Telephone/Fax: 01525 221464 - Website: www.ebpc.co.uk 
Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on answerphone] 
 

Follow Eaton Bray Parish Council on Facebook and Twitter 
Keep up to date with what is going on in the parish

removing/cutting back overgrown and diseased trees, opening up the space to make it 
more useable area for dog walkers/recreation ground users.  
Budget/Precept 2018: 
The Parish Council reviewed the spend for 2017-2018 and proposed spend for the 
2018-2019 fi nancial year; it was unanimously agreed to accept the proposed budget, 
increasing the precept f0r 2018-2019 from £87,500 to £93,407.
Parish Council Meeting Dates: Held in The Coff ee Tavern / 1st fl oor, from 7:30pm 
(unless otherwise notifi ed)
 *Monday 5th March 2018 
 *Monday 9th April 2018

GORDON’S CHRISTMAS PUZZLE
Thank you to everyone who supported this year’s Christmas Puzzle. As 
a result of entries from throughout the UK and overseas entries including 
from Australia and New Zealand I am able to donate £7,200, bringing 
the total sum donated to charities as a result of the Puzzle to £84,500. 
The fi ve charities supported this year - Designability, Silverlinings, 
Princess Alice Hospice, Esher, Yarl's Wood Befrienders and St Mary’s, 
Eaton Bray – will each receive £1,440.

This year’s Puzzle attracted 337 entries and a draw to select winners 
took place at St Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray on Sunday 4th February. 
Four winners who each scored full marks each win £30; they were Jill 
Butler, Carolyn Chapple, Anne Chippindale, and Margaret Westwood. 
A further fi ve entrants each receive £10, namely: Meryl Brooks, Trevor 
Gibb, Isobel Goforth, Pam Grant and Maureen Webb.

A number of locals feature in the 20 Year Roll of Honour for the Puzzle.
     Liz Constable leads the table having dropped just 6 marks in 20 years.
Other locals include:
     Roger & Helen Wilkinson in 8th place
     Barbara Gillion in 17th place
     Vivienne & Mel Grundy in 23rd place
     Rosemary Shackcloth in 28th place
     Lorna Cubbage in 29th place



40

Hopefully people found the last article 
interesting. Future articles I will cover a number 
of key areas, providing a viewpoint and 
information about the topics covered.
In this article I will cover the pros and cons of 
each backup mechanism, give you an outline 
and some considerations.
Backups – This is a process or processes for 
the copying and archiving of digital data so that 
it may be used to restore the original if lost, or 
to provide the ability to go back to the data at a 
particular point in time and reinstate. 
What do you need to backup?
As a minimum you should back up your 
personal fi les, such as photos, home videos and 
other personal documents. Consider capturing 
years of photos of your family only to lose it all 
because you did not have a backup or eff ective 
backup process.
You can also consider backing up all the fi les 
on your hard drive (disk copy or creating an 
imaging) to enable you to get your PC or laptop 
running again after a hard drive failure. This 
requires specialist software but is not necessarily 
expensive.
What should I backup to?
This depends upon what data you are backing up 
and what access you need to it. There is no point 
in making a backup of your device if you need 
that device to recover it. Make sure whatever 
backup solution you use, you can gain access 
to that data to recover the data. An example 
could be that to recover a PC you need the 
operating system only, then once the operating 
system is functioning, you then have an inbuilt 
or additional application that then allows you to 
recover your data.
Most devices these days provide a mechanism 
for you to backup your data.
CDs/DVDs/Blu-ray
Whilst these used to be the preferred method 
and allow easy off -site storage, they are now 
considered time-consuming and expensive and 

some laptops/PCs do not include a CD/DVD/
Blu-ray drive. 
External Drives
These are easy to use and with software can be 
used to schedule backups. They are easily stored 
off -site and they come in a range of storage sizes. 
However, they can run the risk of hard disk drive 
failures and can be expensive for large amounts 
of data.
USB Flash Drives
Whilst these are inexpensive and portable, 
they can be easy to misplace and have limited 
capacity. Some may not be durable.
The Cloud
The cloud is a generic name used for storage of 
data somewhere in the world. These are very 
large computer systems that have very large 
amounts of digital space to hold data. Services 
like Amazon Cloud Drive, Dropbox and 
Microsoft One Drive provide you the ability to 
store your data on their systems. In most cases 
(but not all) it is their responsibility to ensure that 
your data is secure and accessible and they may 
also provide some form of backup for this data. 
There are a number of considerations in using 
the cloud. 
• Are you happy with someone else potentially 

having access to your data? (Always consider 
what it is you are handing over to someone 
else).

• What happens if the supplier is compromised 
and your data is accessed by someone else?

• Does the cloud supplier backup your data? 
This is particularly important if the cloud is 
your primary data storage rather than a backup 
of the data you hold locally.

• Where is the data stored? A concern with 
Cloud storage companies is that the data may 
not be stored in the same country that you 
reside. The laws that apply to the data and its 
storage are those of the country where the data 
is stored. These laws may be very diff erent to 
the UK and European laws. In some countries 

The Trials & Tribulations of Modern 
Technology - Backing Up Your Data
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governments can, if they deem it necessary, 
enforce access to your data. It is important that 
in using the cloud you understand where your 
data will be held and the laws that apply. You 
can then take an educated view deciding if you 
want to use the service. 

• Cloud Storage is now very popular and can 
be used for backing up your data. There 
are companies off ering specialised back-up 
services, which for a fee automatically backup 
to their web storage and are designed to back-
up large amounts of fi les. Depending upon the 
amount of data, you may need a fast Internet 
connection to use these.

• Some people use standard cloud storage 
as a back-up facility using automated 
synchronising. This method is easy but unless 
you only have a few fi les to back-up you will 
need to pay for additional storage space and it 
does not always provide historical back-ups.

• The cloud provides off -site storage and is 
accessible from almost any device, computers 
smart TVs, tablets, mobile phones and 
smartwatches but requires the internet to 
access the data. 

Network Attached Storage (NAS)
NAS drives/systems are normally a separate 
physical device that is located in your location 
and holds all of your data. This means that it is 
under your control and you are responsible for 
its security and backup. The benefi t of a NAS 
is that all devices in the house can access and 
update the same data via a local network and you 
do not need to back-up data on multiple devices. 
In some scenarios you can also access that data 
outside of your location, but that is dependent 
upon the functions of the NAS drive.
Most NAS systems provide you an application 
called RAID (Redundant Array of Independent 
Disks). This is an inbuilt application on the NAS 
that uses more than one disk to secure your data. 
In its simplest form you have “mirroring”. To 
achieve this, you have a minimum of two disks 
and as data is placed on one, it is automatically 
duplicated on the other, but delete a fi le from 

one, it deletes the fi le from the other. The benefi t 
is that if you lose the fi rst disk due to a failure, the 
second disk should still be working and you can 
recover from it by replacing the fi rst disk. More 
extensive RAID options use multiple disks and 
the data is spread across those disks, meaning 
that if you lose a disk in most cases you just put 
in a replacement disk and the NAS automatically 
recovers all the data that was on the faulty disk. 
You will also need to consider a backup of the 
NAS data so that if you delete fi les by mistake, 
you have a snapshot in time to recover back to.
NAS drives these days are also becoming media 
centres from which you can deliver (stream) 
music, videos, pictures, downloaded fi les and 
TV series to any device capable of connecting 
to it.
Storing your Backups
Don’t keep backups in the same location as the 
original device i.e. a PC in the lounge with the 
backup sitting underneath it. If you have a fi re, 
fl ood, theft, all will be lost. Ideally back-ups 
should be stored in a diff erent location.
Historical Backups
Make sure that you backup on a regular basis 
and not to the same mechanism/location 
overwriting the previous version, i.e. “take a 
snapshot in time” so you have a historical path, 
so if by chance you delete a picture and don’t 
realise for several weeks, you can go back to that 
snapshot in time prior to deleting the picture and 
recover it. Backing up to a removable disk and 
having several of them is an ideal way to backup 
your data, for example, 3 disks which you use 
once a month over a three-month period. In this 
way you can go back as far as three months to 
recover fi les.
How often should I backup?
This is very much dependent upon how often 
your data changes and how long it would take 
you to recreate any lost data. If you backup once 
a month you can lose up to a month’s data. 
The next article I will be covering is Security.
Steve Moren, support@morenassociates.co.uk
01525 229695
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St Mary’s Garage Sale Trail
Saturday 21 April 2018
TIME FOR A CLEAR OUT?

Could your house do with a clear out?
Do you have a New Year’s resolution to clear your 

excess ‘stuff ’ this Spring?
If so, we can help you - 
simply sign up for St Mary’s 
Garage Sale Trail, which 
will take place on 21 April 
2018.
For a donation of £5 (more 
if you wish) we will include 
your address on a map so 
the public know where to 
fi nd you. Members of St 
Mary’s, Eaton Bray, will 
deal with all the advertising, 
create maps listing all the 
properties where items are 
for sale and sell these maps 
to the public. All you need 
to do is set up your stall in 
your front garden and sell, 
sell, sell! 
On the day, St Mary’s will 

sell maps to the public from Eaton Bray Village Hall where delicious 
lunchtime refreshments (including our legendary bacon butties!) will 
be on sale. In addition, there will be a cake stall, raffl  e, bric-a-brac, 
books and plants for sale.

Be on the map! - contact Barbara Morton (01525 852368); or 
Email her on barbara.morton1@gmail.com.
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The 2018 Great British 
Litter Pick

Saturday 3rd March
I don’t know if you have had a chance to look around 
your villages recently, but with the bad weather and high 
winds, there seems to be a lot more rubbish accumulating 
on our verges and pavements than usual. I really don’t 
know where it all comes from! Some obviously blows 

around on bin days, especially recycling days, but I am afraid that most of it is thrown 
down, or out of cars, by those in our community – and from elsewhere - who just don’t 
care about the environment we live in. How else to explain the used disposable nappies 
which arrive with depressing regularity on the verges of Eaton Bray Road, Northall, or 
the cans and bottles – some appear to be high-energy drinks dropped by runners and 
cyclists, often not empty!...
Well your intrepid Litter Picking Team has already been in action despite the unreliable 
weather to make a start tidying up. We have managed a couple of picks in between the 
showers but there is still a lot to do – and of course it is unfortunately a never-ending 
job.
On Saturday 3rd March we are hoping to join in the Nationwide Drive against 
Litter known as the “Great British Litter Pick”. Last year we took part and collected 
the amazing – but not surprising – total of 30 black bags of assorted rubbish. An 
embarrassing amount, really, for a village that prides itself on its appearance!
So, if you feel like us, and want to see your Village looking its best, why not join us on 
3rd March. We will meet at 10am at the Village Sign on Edlesborough Green and 
depending on Numbers will spread out to tackle various parts of the village. You will 
need strong boots, wellies or shoes, hi-vis jackets if you are planning to do the main 
road or anywhere with traffi  c, and rubber gloves to protect your hands. I have a few 
litter pickers, but if you have your own please bring that too. 
Obviously, if it rains (and it usually does when I organise 
a litter pick!) I will send round a message postponing or 
cancelling as it is diffi  cult to collect wet litter and the 
ditches can be slippery when wet. If you would like to 
join us – and we would love it if you did! – but you are 
not a member of our group, it would be helpful if I had 
your email address so that I can contact you in the event 
of rain.
So, put Saturday 3rd March at 10am in your diaries, pray 
for a sunny morning, and let’s get out there and tidy the 
place up a bit!!
Thanks for your support – and for reading this!!
Lorna Cubbage
lornacubbage@btinternet.com

r

d
t
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EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Hi from the Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.

Work on our Neighbourhood Plan has gone backwards over the past month. We will 
explain what has happened. 
Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) issued their Draft Local Plan in July last year. We 
analysed the documents and the main issue from Eaton Bray’s stand point was that the 
Green Belt would remain unaltered around Eaton Bray. We commented on this in our 
Article in September’s Focus.  This Draft Local Plan was positive news as the majority 
of Eaton Bray residents wanted to maintain the Green Belt on its current boundaries.
On 11th January 2018 CBC published the next iteration of the Local Plan but 
unfortunately there was a surprise, CBC had allocated land behind Eaton Park for 
development! 49 houses in the Green Belt. Residents throughout Eaton Bray are 
dismayed, we wrote to the Head of Planning at CBC and to our Local MP Andrew 
Selous, but we appear to have little or no infl uence. Pressing on, we will comment 
upon the Local Plan, we have make our objections known, and will attend the Planning 
Committee meeting that can pass or refuse the Planning Application at Eaton Park. 
The NP Steering Group is supporting the wishes of the residents of Eaton Bray and we 
should know the result over the next month or so.
Meanwhile drafting our NP continues, the majority of the Draft NP is written but we 
need to add some historical details and make minor improvements.
As always we will do our best to keep everybody informed through the Parish Web 
site and in Focus.
Keep your eyes on the Parish Council web site and Facebook page for more information. 
If you feel you can off er any support please come along to our meetings. However 
support doesn’t need to be attending monthly meetings, perhaps you have the time to 
help with data collection/research. Contact the Parish Clerk at www.ebpc.co.uk 
Please feel free to attend the next Steering Group meeting which are planned for the 
last Monday of the month, 19:30hrs at The Coff ee Tavern, Eaton Bray. 
Please contact us on glennwigley@hotmail.com if you would like to come along.

Eaton Bray Cricket Club
100 Club Winners

February 2018
 £25   Mary Jarrett  No.4
 £10   Michael Jarrett  No.1

Eaton Bray Cricket Club is kindly 
sponsored by Meadow Marquees and 

Houghton Insurance.

St Mary's 100 Club
The lucky prize-winners are:

January 2018
1st prize – Florence Jeater
2nd prize – Paul Robinson

3rd prize – Jennifer Maxwell
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OPEN GARDENS OPEN GARDENS 
FESTIVALFESTIVAL

22 July 201822 July 2018
Wanted – GardensWanted – Gardens

In In Northall, Northall, Eaton Bray or EdlesboroughEaton Bray or Edlesborough
Would you be willing to open your garden for the day to Would you be willing to open your garden for the day to 

help raise money for charity?help raise money for charity?
If so, or you would like more information, please contact If so, or you would like more information, please contact 

Kay Griffi ths on 222849 or Gordon Gray on 220136.Kay Griffi ths on 222849 or Gordon Gray on 220136.
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In this series, we take a look around local towns and 
villages to fi nd interesting and unusual heraldry.
ROYAL ARMS
The Royal Arms can be found in almost every 
village somewhere – often in the church but 
more prosaically even on a jar of marmalade or 
golden syrup where the manufacturer is ‘By Royal 
Appointment’.
The current arms have evolved over the years and 
it might be useful to look at one or two interesting 
features of the arms we see every day but probably 
take for granted. For example, are you aware that the harp in the 3rd quarter is for Ireland and not 

Wales? Apologies to any Welsh readers but Wales 
has never been on the royal coat of arms because 
technically it was a principality. Not that that noble 
region was overlooked though, because whilst the 
current arms have a unicorn as a supporter on the 
sinister (RH) side and have done since the Act of 
Union with Scotland in 1706, in Henry VIII’s time 
he had a red dragon, which his father Henry VII had 
also used as a nod to his ancestry via Cadwalader, 
the Welsh ruler from whom he claimed descent.
In heraldry there are many rules that govern the 
inheritance of arms – generally those of the father 
were passed down to the oldest son (or daughter 
if she was an heiress). With Royal arms however, 
things are diff erent. If they were not, Prince Charles 
would inherit the Duke of Edinburgh’s coat of 

arms, but he does not – he inherits the arms of the sovereign, Queen Elizabeth II – and note 
these are not her arms but those of the 
United Kingdom.
In addition, in normal heraldry the eldest 
son often marked his place in the pecking 
order by use of a mark of cadency, using 
what is called a label – i.e. a white bar 
with three smaller bars descending from 
it. Whist Prince Charles has such a mark 
on his arms, it is also used by female 
members of the royal family such as 
Princess Anne - proof it were needed 
that Royalty and we mere mortals are as 
far apart as ever!
Next time: SOULBURY

local heraldry
by john hockey

Princess Anne’s Coat of Arms

Sovereign’s Coat of Arms

Henry VIII’s Coat of Arms
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Whipsnade 
Park Golf Club

Studham Lane Dagnall 
HP41RH

Come and play our beautiful flat 
course with stunning views

Become a 7 day member from 
£415

We are a very friendly Club with 
fine food and excellent social 

events

For details phone our Pro shop 
on 01442 842310

The Salvation Army,
Booth Place - Weekly Activities
Sunday
Footprints (Sunday School) 9.45-10.45am
Morning Worship 11am
Messy Church 3-5pm
(Last Sunday of the month)

Songs of Praise 4pm
(3rd Sunday of the month from May to Dec)

Tuesday
Coff ee Morning
(Alternate weeks) 10-11.30am

Music practices (all welcome) 7.30-9pm
Wednesday
Home League  2.30-3.30pm
(Ladies Mtg but all welcome)  

Champions Challenge Club (term time)
(Ages 5-10 years) 5.45-6.45pm

Thursday
Parent and Toddler Group
(Term time) 9.30-11.30am

Girls’ Night Out 
(1st Thursday of month) 7.45pm

Sewing & Craft Bees
(2nd Thursday of month) 7.45 pm

Ladies Fellowship 
(Last week of month) 7.45pm
For further details please call Envoy Hilary 
Chadwick. T:01525 222087 / 07932 057490
E: hilary.chadwick@salvationarmy.org.uk

Eaton Bray 
Cricket Club 

(est. 1914)
2 Teams FCCL

1 Team Beds Sunday League
5 Youth Teams u9 u11 2xu13 u15 

Good on and off  fi eld faciliƟ es
Come and join a progressive 

Cricket Club

For more informaƟ on contact
Josh Peacock 07815565319 Senior

Paul Harris 07920459420 Youth

The National Trust
South Beds Assn

Wed 7th March 7:45pm
The Victorians, Churchyards, 

Black Feathers to Black 
Underwear

A look at the infl uence of Queen 
Victoria on trade after the death of 

Prince Albert.
Salvation Army Centre, 

Bull Pond Lane, Dunstable
Guests are welcome at £3
For further information

phone 01582 696193
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Felicia's Journey by William Trevor 
Felicia's Tourney is not a happy story. 
Its heroine, Felicia is seventeen and has 
been led astray by a handsome young 
man who is briefl y in the small Irish town 
where she lives, visiting his mother. He 
tells her that he works in a factory near 
Birmingham, which makes lawn mowers. 
Being very innocent and naive, Felicia 
falls desperately in love. After Johnny 
leaves town, Felicia discovers that she is 
pregnant. Unable to face the shame that 
unmarried pregnancy inevitably brings in 
her community, she makes up her mind to 
go to England and fi nd Johnny. 
The book follows her trials and 
tribulations as she arrives in England 
describing her attempt to cope with 
very strange landscapes and people, all 
very much in sharp contrast to the quiet 
little town where she has lived since her 
birth. Her information about Johnny is 
sketchy, and although people in various 
factories that she approaches try to help, 
she doesn't get very far in her search. In 
one of these factories, she is befriended 
by Mr Hilditch, the catering manager. 
Although good at his job and respected 
by his colleagues, as we learn more about 
Mr Hilditch and his lonely private life, we 
discover a very dark side to his character 
and fear for Felicia as she becomes more 
involved with him, trusting him to help her 
fi nd her sweetheart. Mr Hilditch is a very 
damaged, sinister man, who has many 

things troubling his conscience; the book 
draws us in very gradually as Felicia's 
innocence and Mr Hilditch's insinuating 
evil collide. We are anxious about the 
outcome and hope that somehow, good 
will overcome evil and the story keeps us 
in suspense until the very end. 
Felicia's Journey is one of William 
Trevor's later novels and was published in 
1994, his fi rst having been published in 
the 1960s. He found fame in 1964, with 
"The Old Boys" and continued writing 
almost up to his death in 2016. Although 
born in Ireland, he spent most of his life 
in England, eventually settling in Devon. 
The book group, on the whole, were 
unfamiliar with William Trevor's work 
and were pleasantly surprised by the 
excellence of his writing. Although the 
story of Felicia was not very uplifting and 
we could not say it was enjoyable, it was 
fascinating, beautifully written and we all 
said that we would read more of William 
Trevor. 

Edlesborough 
Book Group

Dunstable & District
Local History Society

13 March, 7.45pm
John Benet's Chronicle

John Benet, a local clergyman 
in the 15th century, produced a 
diary of events which is now an 
invaluable source for historians. 
Stephen Williams screens pages 
from the original manuscript and 
also talks about Benet's famous 
local contemporaries who included 
composer John Dunstable, and 
church ambassador John of 
Wheathampstead.

Methodist Church Hall, Dunstable
Visitors always welcome £2
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www.vansarblinds.co.uk

  Free No Obligation Measuring And Quotations 
  All Blinds Made To Measure 
 Choose In The Comfort Of Your Own Home Or Workplace 

  Family Run Business
  Large Range Of Quality, Affordable Fabrics And Colours To Choose From 

01525 220477  or  01582 699565 sales@vansarblinds.co.uk

Make your house a home with 
blinds and awnings from 

Find us on Facebook

aaaattttttttttiiiiiiiiiiooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnn MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaasssssssssuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnggggg AAAAAAAAAnnnnnndddddddddddd QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQuuuooottttaaggaaaatttttttttiiiiiiiiiiiiooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaaasssssssssssssssuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnggggggg AAAAAAAAAnnnnnndddddddddd QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQuuuuuuuootttaaaaaaaaaaaa

McTimoney
CHIROPRACTIC

Margie Craib  BSc BHSI DC AMC MMCA
Human and Animal Treatments

Ashridge Farm, Ringshall, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1ND
Telephone: (01442) 842729

General Chiropractic Council Registration No. 293

All Aspects of Grounds Maintenance 
Leaf Clearance • Grass Cutting/Scarifying
Patios & Driveways • Pressure Washing

Weed Control • Tree Work & Wood Chipping
Fencing • Snow Clearing • Mini Digger Hire
Tel: 01525 839622 Mob: 07876 500292
Email: spinneylandscapes@gmail.com

www.spinneylandscapes.com

MOTs  MOT REPAIRS 
SERVICING  DIAGNOSTICS 

TRACKING  AIR CONDITIONING 
TYRES  CAMBELTS  BATTERIES 

COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
WELDING & FABRICATION

All vehicles - all mechanical work!
1 Honeywick Lane, Eaton Bray, LU6 2BJ
reception@general-mechanical-services.co.uk

www.general-mechanical-services.co.uk
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Curiosity 
Creativity

Community

Spaces available, to arrange a 
viewing please call Dagnall school: 

01442 842473
or visit: www.dagnall.bucks.sch.uk

Dagnall Church of England 
School is a friendly, nurturing and 
fully-inclusive learning community, 
situated at the foot of the Chiltern 
Hills. We offer a unique, family feel 

class sizes and personalised learning 
delivered by highly-skilled teachers.

We provide a secure and creative 
environment where children feel safe to 
take risks, to challenge themselves and to 
develop their love of learning as individuals.

Spaces
viewing ple
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Some comments from our December 2015 Ofsted report:

Children learn good manners and know how to
treat each other with respect.

Staff  are consistently kind and caring and this supports
children to develop confi dence and resilience.

Teaching is consistently good and children’s safety is
given the highest priority.

We are a committee run playgroup operating fi ve mornings a 
week 9:15 – 12:15 for children aged 2 to school age.

If you would like to fi nd out if your child would be happy here, 
please phone our Playgroup Leader, Ann Tobin on 07816 358 342.

www.dagnallunderfi ves.co.uk

Come for Coffee at
St Mary’s, Eaton Bray

For a warm welcome and 
a cheering cuppa
each month in

St Mary’s Church
Eaton Bray

10.30am – midday

1st Saturday of each month
(except July – 2nd Saturday)
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Established 1970

For all your aerial 
and satellite needs 

call Colin on

01525 374742

 

Edlesborough Dental Practice 
Telephone: 01525 223175 

11 Cow lane, Edlesborough, LU62HT 

www.flossandsmile.co.uk 
Get the Beautiful Smile You Deserve! 

 

 
General Family Dentistry *Crowns *Bridges *Dentures *Smile Makeovers 

*Tooth Whitening *Tooth straightening *Implants *Botox  
*Hygienist *Sedation *0% Finance  

The Clear Alternative 
to Braces 

 

Implants 

"Excellent 
experience. 
I nearly fell 

asleep whilst 
having my 

fillings done! 
Very reassuring 

- no rush. 
I was made to 

feel completely 
at ease. 

Thank you!"  
-  R.R 

"Without doubt 
the most 

competent, 
gentle & lovely 
dentist in the 

Northern 
hemisphere! 
I won't see 

anyone else. 
Thank you  

from a nervous 
patient." 

- M.B. 

Dentist : 
Dr A. Johar 

GDC number : 111350 
 

Hygienist: 
Mrs Jane Shrowder 
GDC number : 2344
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Edlesborough School  

& Pre-School 

 
Edlesborough School is a welcoming and successful school located at 
the heart of the thriving village of Edlesborough in Buckinghamshire.  

PPupils are  vvery proud of their school and their achievements.  

PPupils are polite and well mannered.  

TTeachers plan interesting and engaging lessons.  

GGovernors offer robust support and challenge and have a marked impact on 

iimproving standards.  

PParents are highly ssatisfied with how children settle into life at Edlesborough 

SSchool.    

OOfsted 20166  

           

For more information about our School, Pre-School and Before and After School facilities, visit our 
website at www.edlesborough.bucks.sch.uk 

Please contact the school on 01525 220431 to arrange a visit. 
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JAMES FALCON-CROSS
LANDSCAPING AND 

OUTDOOR LIVING DESIGN
ALL ASPECTS OF LANDSCAPING 

UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING 
FENCING, TURFING AND PATIOS 

TIMBER STRUCTURES
DESIGNED AND BUILT

VEGETABLE AND HERB GARDENS
01442 843258 / 07769 901325
ONECROSSFALCON@GMAIL.COM

S M Reilly & Son LtdS M Reilly & Son Ltd
General Builders & Contractors

Turning Your House into
 a Home Since 1987

All aspects of the building trade undertaken
*Extensions*Hard Landscaping*

*Windows, Doors & Conservatories*
*Fitting of Aluminium Bi-fold Doors*

*Kitchen & Bathrooms*Drives*
*Loft Conversions*

01525 221740 07970 637511

UNMARKED VEHICLES
For further information please call or email 

amccellandpestcontrol33@gmail.com

specialists in: wasps - bees - ants
hornets - fl eas - cockroaches - bed 
bugs - pigeons - magpies - rabbits

rats - mice - moles - squirrels
foxes - mink - feral cats

FOR FAST RESPONSE CALL:
Mobile 0777 494 8415
Offi  ce 01582 872158
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Let your local RHS qualifi ed 
gardener make your garden 

beauƟ ful, from simple 
garden maintenance to total 

redesign of your garden.

Please call Barry on
01525-222451 or 

07541196384
to pop round for a free chat.

The 
Gentleman 
Gardener

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Local & Est. Brush n Vac

Friendly, Clean and Effi  cient
 Call KEVIN HING on

Tel: 01525 371592
Mob: 07940 528897

www.khing.co.uk
Member of NACS

D.A. Windows Doors
& Conservatories

23 Church Lane, Eaton Bray, LU6 2DJ

Tel: 01525 221051 Mobile: 07807 798387 
email: mimcavinder@hotmail.com

AUTHORISED SWISH INSTALLER
WITH OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Installation of PVCu windows, doors and conservatories
Replacement glass units and window maintenance

QUALITY PRODUCTS - QUALITY WORKMANSHIP -
REASONABLE PRICES

General building 
maintenance work also 
undertaken including: 

Facias and Soffi  ts Gutters 
Fencing

Accredited Member 
of the Incorporation 
of Plastic Window 

Fabricators and Installers 
Limited

Government 
Approved 
CERTASS 
Contractor

CHIROPODY HOME VISITING CHIROPODY HOME VISITING 
PRACTICEPRACTICE

Julia Reading, BSc(Hons)Julia Reading, BSc(Hons)
17 years experience17 years experience

* Corns * Hard skin * Verrucae* Corns * Hard skin * Verrucae
* Thickened/Ingrowing nails* Thickened/Ingrowing nails
* Nail cutting * Diabetic feet* Nail cutting * Diabetic feet

Please telephone: 0774 647 2781Please telephone: 0774 647 2781
for more information or to make for more information or to make 

an appointmentan appointment
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THE ORCHARDS
E D L E S B O R O U G H  B U C K I N G H A M S H I R E

LIMITED AVAILABILITY OF NEW HOMES
CALL US NOW for more information or to book your place

01582 477 077 E: theorchards@house-hold.co.uk

www.house-hold.co.uk

SHOW HOME 
LAUNCH EVENT
SATURDAY 24TH & SUNDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 
10AM TO 5PM

COMPUTER GENERATED IMAGE. SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Join us at our launch event weekend for your pick of newly released 
executive 3, 4 and 5 bedroom homes at The Orchards, Edlesborough, 
Aylesbury Vale. Prices from just £485,000.
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Ooh it’s cold. As pen goes to paper 
(or fi nger to keyboard..) the mercury 
in my outside thermometer appears 

to be struggling to reach the dizzy heights of zero 
degrees centigrade. I say appears to be, because 
I really can’t be bothered to dress up like the 
Michelin man to go outside and accurately check 
it. Instead, I’m relying upon regularly peering 
at it through my binoculars from the bedroom 
window, and as it’s a good 20 metres away, and 
my binos are only 7x35, it’s not an easy call to 
make. However, I’ve clearly made new friends 
with the two houses opposite, because the 
occupants keep coming into their gardens and 
manically waving their arms at me. I assume 
they must want me to pop round for a lunchtime 
drink, as they all appear to be indicating ‘2’ with 
their fi ngers, which must mean 2 o’clock. In my 
opinion that’s a bit early for a beer, but I know that 
they all do enjoy a drink at lunchtime, because 
I’ve seen them opening wine in their kitchens 
when I’m taking photos of the daff odils at the 
bottom of my garden from the same window, 
through my 500mm telephoto lens. Number 34 
have lovely kitchen tiles, but number 36 could 
do with dusting under their fridge. 
What I’m trying to say is that only our most 
hardy members have ventured onto the courts 
this last week or two, and a good set of thermals 
has been the order of the day. Hopefully by the 
time you read this in early March, the sun will 
be out, the birds will be singing, the new-born 
lambs will be joyfully skipping across their 
freshly-mown fi elds, and President Trump will 
be best mates with Kim Jong Un. Oh well, three 
out of four ain’t bad (to misquote Mr Loaf). What 
we can guarantee though, is that our members 
will soon be playing on ‘sparkling clean courts’ 
(patented marketing term devised by committee 
member Glenn Wigley), as we are having them 
professionally cleaned, as soon as he can fi nd 
a clean rag and a bottle of Windowlene. If he 
fails (as is widely expected) then we’ll get some 

real professionals in, so prepare to be dazzled 
by the mirrored surface as you line up for your 
backhand topspin from behind the tram-lines! 
Here’s a reminder that junior coaching runs 
Monday and Wednesday after school and not 
forgetting our adult coaching sessions as well! 
Juniors:
Monday 5-6pm - mini green  
Monday 5-6pm - U14 mixed yellow ball
Monday 6-7pm - U16 mixed yellow ball
Wednesday 4-5pm - mini red
Wednesday 4-5pm - mini orange 
Wednesday 5-6pm - U18 performance 
Wednesday 6-7pm - U16 girls yellow ball
Adults:
Monday 7-8pm - adult drills
Monday 7-8:30pm - adult beginners
For all coaching enquiries contact Sara Bamford 
on 07561 571578
Finally, on Saturday and Sunday 12th -13th 
May, British Tennis are holding a National 
Play Tennis weekend. We’re not sure entirely 
of our intentions or available dates at this stage, 
but keep your eyes peeled on this column for 
details of whatever it is that we organise – it 
will certainly be a ‘play tennis day’ at some 
stage in May, which always off ers free tennis 
for everyone, loan of racquets, free coaching, a 
good natter and a few refreshments. All ages and 
abilities are always welcome, so stay tuned for 
details!
Well that’s it for another month. For any further 
information about the club, including when we 
get together for our social tennis sessions up at 
the School Lane courts, or our various activities, 
you can visit our website at www.ebltc.org.uk; 
Alternatively please call any committee member 
– names and numbers on the website - Coach 
Sara Bamford on 07561 571578, or if they’re all 
out and I’m not polishing my binoculars, then 
me, Andy Cross, on 07783 667338. 
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Membership renewals for EBLTC are due from 1st April. Existing members will be receiving 
their forms very shortly, but if you’re a potential new member, then here is the form together 
with details of what information is required, and who to return it to. Should you not wish to 
destroy your Focus magazine, then photocopies are especially welcome (as long as there’s a 
cheque with them)!!
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Winter nets have started with very 
good numbers reported for so 

early in the year. Senior nets are on Wednesdays 
from 8pm with all ages and abilities welcome. 
Junior nets 6-7 for under 11 on Tuesdays and 
7-8 for under 13 and under 15 on Wednesdays. 
Work will be starting in March to open the 
ground and clubhouse and again all are 
welcome to help and see the facilities that the 
club off er.  Fixtures for the 3 senior sides have 
been released and published and hopefully by 
next month we will have the Junior fi xtures as 
well. In addition we again will be hosting some 
fi xtures for the county at Junior level. Please 
follow us on Facebook and Twitter for more up 
to date information.
We would like to thank Meadow Marquees 
Houghton Insurance and the Focus for their 
continued support. 
Enjoy your cricket with Eaton Bray in 2018 

Saturday Fixtures
Eaton Bray 1st X1 FCCL Div1

April 28th Westcroft Home 
May 5th Thurleigh Away

May 12th New City Home 
May 19th Elstow Home

May 26th Olney Town Home 
June 2nd Westcroft Away

June 9th New Bradwell Home
June 16th Great Horwood Away

June 23rd Thurleigh Home  
June 30th Milton Keynes Away 
July 7th North Crawley Home

July 14th New City Away  
July 21st Elstow Away 

July 28th Olney Town Away
August 11th New Bradwell Away 

August 18th Great Horwood Home 
August 25th North Crawley Away  
September Milton Keynes Home  
Eaton Bray 2nd X1 FCCL Div 6

May 5th Eggington Home
May 12th St Andrews Away

May 19th Westcroft Away
May 26th Ivinghoe & Pitstone Away

June 2nd Caddington Home
June 9th Amptill Town Away

June 16th North Crawley Home
June 23rd Eggington Away

June 30th West Oxley Home
July 7th M K Stallions Away
July 14th St Andrews Home
July 21st Westcroft Home

July 28th Ivinghoe & Pitstone Home
August 4th Caddington Away

August 11th Amptill Town Home
August 18th North Crawley Away
August 25th M K Stallions Home

September West Oxley Away 
Sunday Fixtures

Beds Sunday League Division 6 Fixtures
May 6th Lutonian 3rds Away
May 13th Langford 2s Home

May 27th Luton Town & Indians 4ths Home
June 3rd Wolverton Away

June 10th Caddington Away
June 17th Amptill Town 3rds Home

June 24th Wolverton Home
July 1st Langford 2nds Away
July 8th Blunham 2nds Home
July 15th Lutonian 3rds Home

July 22nd Queens Park 4ths Home
July 29th Luton Town & Indians Away 
August 12th Amptill Town 3rds Away

August 19th Caddington Home 
August 26th Blunham 2nds Away

September 2nd Queens Park 4ths Away

Eaton Bray Cricket Club

Peggy Bearton
The club were deeply saddened at the news 
of the passing of Peggy Bearton. Peggy was 
a great supporter of the club and served as 
a valued member of the “Tea Ladies” team 
for many years.
We send our thoughts prayers and 
condolences to her son Lee and her family.
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Keepers complete the Annual 
Stocktake at ZSL Whipsnade Zoo

ZSL Whipsnade Zoo’s keepers have fi nally 
completed the mammoth task of counting 
every animal for their annual stocktake.
Home to more than 3,500 animals, 
zookeepers at the UK’s largest Zoo dusted 
off  their clipboards and calculators, and 
took stock of each invertebrate, bird, fi sh, 
mammal, reptile and amphibian.
Keepers have had the challenge of counting everything from seven curious squirrel monkeys 
to 281 deer of eight diff erent species. The Zoo’s colossal Southern white rhinos have been 
counted, as well as invertebrates, including ghost mantises and emperor scorpions, and over 
60 species of birds, such as white-faced whistling ducks.

2017 saw Zookeepers hip-hippo-
hooraying at the birth of Hodor, 
a baby common hippopotamus, 
as well as celebrating the birth of 
a tiny Père David’s deer fawn, a 
species declared extinct in the wild 
in 2008. The UK’s largest Zoo also 
welcomed a new Southern white 
rhinoceros named Bertha, and, 
thanks to some other new arrivals, 
is now home to the largest group of 
Northern rockhopper penguins in 
Europe.
The annual audit takes keepers 

almost a week to complete and the information is shared with other zoos around the world 
via a database called Species360, where it’s used to help manage the worldwide conservation 
breeding programmes for 
endangered animals.
With more than 3,500 
animals to see, ZSL 
Whipsnade Zoo is a 
fantastic day out for the 
whole family, and this 
half-term, children can 
put their animal care 
skills to the test with the 
fascinating role-playing 
experience, Vets in 
Action. Book online now 
at www.zsl.org
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New River Cottage Kitchen and Deli opens 
at ZSL Whipsnade Zoo 

Feeding time at the Zoo has become a mouth-watering 
experience for our visitors as River Cottage Kitchen 
and Deli opens its doors at ZSL Whipsnade Zoo. 
The exciting new collaboration with Hugh Fearnley-
Whittingstall and his River Cottage team, sees the food writer and campaigner bring his River 
Cottage restaurant to the UK’s largest Zoo. 
At the unique restaurant visitors can enjoy delicious lunches where the fi nest seasonal 
ingredients, ethically and locally-sourced, are at the heart of delightful new menus. The 
experience doesn’t stop with delicious food; the rustic restaurant overlooks the picturesque 

Chiltern Hills on one side and the Zoo’s herd of white rhinos on 
the other side, a truly unique experience. 
Guests can graze on an appetising menu of grilled fl at-bread, 
organic hummus and hemp seed dukka for starters. Roast spiced 
caulifl ower, split peas and crisp onions; baked lamb meatballs 
with pickled lemon and yoghurt, are just some of the meals 
available. Deserts provide the perfect fi nish, guests can opt for 

hazelnut pavlova with roasted apples and custard, and much more. 
Kathryn England, ZSL Head of Commercial, whose role oversees the hospitality team at 
ZSL Zoos, said: “We are passionate about the quality of our visitor experience and as a result 
are in the middle of a £1m investment programme of our catering options at Whipsnade. 
Underpinned by our shared ethos and commitment to ethically-produced food, River Cottage 
is the perfect catering partner for ZSL”
“Our new River Cottage Kitchen and Deli is the fi rst phase of this transformation and so, 
alongside the 200 diff erent animal species people can see at the Zoo, visitors can also go 
wild for the unique experience at this River Cottage restaurant. It is truly an experience like 
no-other, giving diners the chance to refuel with delicious meals while enjoying a remarkable 
view of our incredible herd of white rhinos on one side and overlooking the Chiltern Hills on 
the other. It is the perfect addition for any foodie exploring the UK’s largest Zoo.”
Widely-known for his unwavering commitment to environmental sustainability and 
conservation, Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall is no stranger to ZSL, having partnered with the 
international wildlife conservation charity in the past. 
ZSL runs more than 50 conservation projects worldwide and many of these are aligned 
with the environment champion’s commitments, such as his 
infl uential mission to combat the elephant ivory trade.
Another of Fearnley-Whittingstall’s recent hard-hitting 
campaigns was aimed at drastically reducing levels of 
consumer waste. Similarly ZSL’s commitment continues 
through to reducing levels of consumer waste proudly sending 
upwards of 99.74% to be reused or recycled. 
To fi nd out more about ZSL Whipsnade Zoo’s new and 
exciting catering partnership, and to book tickets ZSL Whipsnade Zoo, visit www.zsl.org.
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 Beechwood Park School 
     New Talent Day 12th March 2018 New

Means tested support - up to 100% fee remission available for Year 7 entry Sept 2018 
Our New Talent Day is open to boys and girls who demonstrate outstanding talent  

www.beechwoodpark.com   or   01582 840333   to register your interest 

Desktop Publishing
Magazine, Book, Brochure, 

Leaflet, Presentation, Advert 
Design & Layout
Self Publishing

Digitising
Scanning of Photos & 

Documents, Slides, Videos, 
Archiving, Photo Repairs

Domain Name, Email 
Address &

Web Site Hosting

01525 229695
Email:

enquiries@morenassociates.co.uk
www.morenassociates.co.uk

LADIES ONLY
PERSONAL 

FITNESS TRAINER
Level 3

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
In the comfort of your home or 
my local gym in Dagnall, HP4

Contact
07805 419685 or

ros@riverbanksclinic.co.uk

😊 
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www.andertonelectrics.co.uk

See our feedback on Check a trade
www.checkatrade.com/andertonelectrics

Anderton
Electrics

Keepin
g you

 wire
d up.

Contact James direct on:
Mobile: 07771 698 151
Office: 01582 343 123
Email: james@andertonelectrics.co.uk

� Free quotations, no obligations
� Emergency Work – day or night
� Domestic or Commercial
� A name you can trust 

Call today to have your oven, hob, extractor or 
Aga professionally cleaned

Contact Paul Joyce: Tel 01525 792761
  Mob 07808 580718

pauljoyce@ovenwizards.com

Leighton
Plumbing & Heating

Oil Boilers
Serviced & Repaired

01525 385250
07774 567472

Email - leighton-plumbing@ntlworld.com
Website - leightonplumbingandheating.co.uk

Please see our reviews on
boilerjuice.com / myboilerservice.com

Oftec registered & insured

12 Woodman Close, Leighton Buzzard
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DO YOU NEED FINANCIAL 
ADVICE?

Can we help you to review your current or 
proposed:

Mortgages, Insurances, Pensions & Investments, 
Equity Release, Inheritance Tax, Wills and Trusts?
Free Will with Investments & Pensions over £50,000

Talk to us for a free initial consultation

Toddington Independent Financial Advice Ltd is authorised and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 

Registered offi  ce: 1 St John’s Barns, Griffi  n Farm, Conger Lane, 
Toddington, Bedfordshire, LU5 6BT 

Registration Number: 760687 Company Number: 9931606

LOCAL OFFICE: Toddington
Contact: Philip Hadlow
Tel/Fax: 01525 874100
Mobile 07768 277 532

info@toddingtonifa.co.uk
www.toddingtonifa.co.uk
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G E N E R A L  B U I L D I N G
N E W  H O M E S
E X T E N S I O N S

C O N S E R V A T O R I E S
A L T E R A T I O N S
B R I C K L A Y I N G

G R O U N D W O R K
P A T I O S

D I G G E R  A N D / O R  D R I V E R  F O R  H I R E

CDM Builders Ltd
07984086029

With over 20 years experience in the building 
trade

All aspects of work undertaken by our own 
professional tradesmen to a very high standard

Please contact Clive for a free quotation
T: 01525 222605    M: 07984086029

Email:  Clive.munt@hotmail.co.uk

Eaton Bray Academy 
Pre-School Nursery

Are you looking for childcare for your pre-school aged child?
Eaton Bray Academy Pre-School Nursery off ers the following:

• Spacious purpose built facility
• Large enclosed outside play area
• Highly qualifi ed Early Years staff  
• Provision for children from 2 years old
• 30 hour funding and fl exible hours for 3 and 4 year olds
• Wrap around care from 7.30am – 5.30pm for 3+ years

For more information please see our website www.eatonbrayacademy.co.uk
Eaton Bray Academy, School Lane, Eaton Bray, LU6 2DT 
Tel: 01525 220468, email: admin@eba.ec
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Outstanding care provided for 
you in the comfort and privacy 
of your own home by caring, 
kind and compassionate staff 
who are handpicked for their 
commitment and passion for 
excellent care.

Your trusted local provider of 
home care. With a fast-growing 
reputation for excellence in 
service delivery, we are family 
run and managed by a trained 
nurse; safety, kindness and 
gentleness are our core values. 

To talk to us about your care 
requirements, or if you would like to 
work for us, please call Helen Yates on 
07920 887414 or 01442 843064 or 
email admin@yohc.co.uk
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D Scott and Sons
Home Services Limited

Plumbing and Heating Specialists

www.dscottandsons.com

 contact us now on 
01525 791563
07921 670437

Other services...
We offer a full range of 
plumbing services including 
full bathroom refits, shower 
replacements, kitchen 
appliance installations, 
sinks, taps, traps & drainage.

24/7 
Call Out

Boiler Repair

Boiler Installations

Powerflushing

Annual Servicing 

Landlords Certificate

 Magnetic System Filters

Radiator Valves

Oil Central Heating

Email: daniel@dscottandsons.net
www.dscottandsons.net

Large Hall £6.00 per hourLarge Hall £6.00 per hour

Committ ee Room £3.50 per hourCommitt ee Room £3.50 per hour

Large Hall & £8.00 per hourLarge Hall & £8.00 per hour
Committ ee RoomCommitt ee Room

Bookings 01525 220891Bookings 01525 220891
Stairlift and access ramp availableStairlift and access ramp available

Coff ee TavernCoff ee Tavern

Classes for girls and boys in Ballet, 
Tap, Modern and Street dance

Eaton Bray Village Hall
Tuesdays & Fridays 4-8pm

Regular examinations, shows and theatre trips
For further details please contact Jo 

on 07800 518654 
www.jolatusdance.co.uk
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For beautiful floral arrangements  
please call Sally on 07812 336340 
www.adelefloraldesigns.co.uk 

Crittercare
Dog walking & pet sitting

We look after any animal from
Hamsters to horses

Prices start from £6 per day
Tel: 07756930814

Email: crittercare142@hotmail.com
Or fi nd us on Facebook @crittercare142
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Live & Encore Screenings
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof - 4 Mar
Carmen – Encore Screening - 11 - 13 Mar
Julius Caesar - 26 Mar 
Live Screenings
Bernstein Centenary - 27 Mar
Theatre
Forbidden Nights - 1 Mar  
Psychic Sally: Kisses to Heaven - 2 Mar 
Superslam Wrestling Live - 3 Mar 
Champions of Magic - 30 Mar
Live Music
G4 Live - 07 Mar
Women in Rock - 8 Mar 
Fastlove: A Tribute to George 
Michael - 10 Mar 
Jackson Live in Concert - 12 Mar
Seven Drunken Nights - 16 Mar
Arrival: The Hits of Abba - 17 Mar
Beyond the Barricade - 24 Mar
The Illegal Eagles - 29 Mar
That’s Life: The Frank Sinatra Story - 31 
Mar

Film
Darkest Hour (PG) - 5 Mar
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri 
(15) - 6 Mar
The Greatest Showman Sing-a-Long - 8 Mar 
The Greatest Showman (PG) - 14 Mar
The Post (12A) - 26 Mar 
Comedy
Live at the Grove – Comedy Night - 9 Mar
Tim Vine: Sunset Milk Idiot - 15 Mar

Musical
Menopause the Musical - 
22 - 23 Mar  
Dance
Dancemania 2018 - 18 Mar
An Audience with Ian Waite & Oti Mabuse: 
Rhythm of the Night - 21 Mar
Talks
Alan Gardner – The Autistic Gardener on 
Tour - 6 Mar 
Beyond the Barricade 
has delighted audiences throughout the 
UK and mainland Europe for more than a 
decade, with its exciting concert portrayal 
of the greatest songs in musical theatre, all 
performed totally live! It now comes to the 
Grove Theatre, Dunstable on Saturday 24 
March at 7.30pm. 
Recreating original West End / Broadway 
musical hit songs with amazing authenticity, 
this cast of past principal performers from 
Les Miserables, present a blockbusting two 
hour show, and is now established as the 
nation͛s favourite musical theatre concert. 
Starring Andy Reiss, David Fawcett, Katie 
Leeming and Rebecca Vere, together with 
their own ensemble of talented musicians, 
Beyond the Barricade͛ features songs from 
The Phantom of the Opera, Jesus Christ 
Superstar, The Jersey Boys, The Lion King, 
Blood Brothers, Miss Saigon and many 
others, climaxing with a spectacular fi nale 
from, of course, Les Miserables

Ticket prices vary; for more information or to book, call the Box Offi  ce on 01582 60 20 80
or visit the website at www.grovetheatre.co.uk.
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As well as all the great recipes my show 
provides for my listeners, I do love the fact 
that it puts hard working local businesses 
into the public eye. Restaurants are the result 
of lots of blood, sweat and tears from the 
owners and their staff  and I feel it’s really 
important that we recognise the key role 
they play in our small local communities and 
support them. As I always say on air, if we 
don’t use them, we will lose them! Recently 
I had a guest on my show called Denise 
Wright. She is fi nally fulfi lling her lifetime’s 
ambition, and opening a traditional pub and 
restaurant in Little Brickhill (near Woburn) 
early this year, called the George and Dragon. 
She really loves traditional food and she 
went all retro with the 1970s classic, prawn 
cocktail. Apparently the recipe was one of 
the fi rst things she learnt in catering college 
in 19… okay, I won’t give you the actual 
year! The Marie Rose sauce here is perfect – 
fresh, cool and zingy – and it makes the ideal 
accompaniment for the sweet prawns and 
crunchy salad. A really great, classic starter.
Ingredients
• 1 bag mixed salad leave
• 1 lemon (cut into 4 slim wedges, then 

juice the rest of the lemon)
• 1 orange, juiced
• Small handful fl at parsley 

leaves, fi nely chopped
• 4 small sweet tomatoes
• Cucumber for slicing
• 1 tbsp tomato ketchup 
• 4 large tbsp quality 

mayonnaise
• 1 tsp Worcestershire sauce
• Salt and ground black 

pepper
• 200g fresh peeled prawns
• 4 optional fresh, unpeeled 

whole king prawns for 
decoration

• Cayenne pepper (optional) to sprinkle 
on top

Serves 4
Preparation time less than 30 minutes
For the sauce, mix together the mayonnaise, 
ketchup and Worcestershire sauce. Add in a 
little drizzle of lemon juice and a good drizzle 
of orange juice. It is really important to taste 
as you go and to stop adding the citrus fruits 
as soon as you feel the sauce has enough. 
If it gets too bitter, add a little mayonnaise. 
Season with a little salt and pepper.
Take four large martini glasses or glass 
bowls and pop a small handful of leaves into 
the base of each one. Top the leaves with 
your peeled prawns.
Generously spoon over the Marie Rose 
sauce, sprinkle with a small amount of 
cayenne pepper and add in some chopped 
parsley for extra colour and fl avor.
Quarter the tomatoes, pop those on top, as 
well as some thinly sliced cucumber. Finally, 
hang the unpeeled king prawn from the side 
of each glass and fi nish with a wedge of 
lemon. 
Lovely served with some toasted rustic 
bread.

Traditional Prawn Cocktail with Marie Rose 
Sauce
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“Free From” recipes are increasingly popular 
on the Weekend Kitchen. Dairy-free, gluten-
free, fat-free… but can a cake, a proper tasty 
cake, be sugar-free? With no added sugar, 
sweeteners or honey? Well, it turns out it 
can. Cynthia Stroud, who runs a cake shop 
in Hertford, is a sugar free baker (www.
sugarfreebaker.co.uk). She started to make 
sugar free cakes to help her young daughter, 
who doesn’t do too well on sugar. And this 
chocolate cake is a fi rm favourite at home. 
As well as providing sweetness to cakes, 
sugar also acts to help make a sponge fl uff y 
and aerated. So, without the sugar, this cake 
is a little heavier than usual, perhaps with a 
consistency more akin to a fruit cake. But it 
tastes wonderful, and with the only sweetness 
coming from the dates, is very suitable for 
anyone who has to carefully watch their 
sugar intake. If you prefer, you can simply 
replace the coconut oil with butter.

To make the cake:
• 250 g dates (stoned, soaked in hot water 

for 10 minutes, drained and pureed)
• 150g coconut oil, melted
• 4 eggs
• 100g self-raising fl our
• 50g ground almonds
• 50g corn fl our 
• 1 teaspoon of vanilla essence
Pre-heat your oven to 180C/ Gas Mark 4 
(160C for fan-assisted ovens) and line 2 x 
6 inch tins.
In a large bowl, mix all ingredients together 
with a hand whisk, scrape down the sides, 
whisk again until smooth, and pour equally 
into the two tins.
Bake for 45 minutes, or until a skewer comes 
out clean, and leave to cool on a wire rack.

To make the frosting:
• 150g dates (stoned, soaked in hot water 

for 10 minutes, drained and pureed)
• 100g softened (but not liquid) coconut 

oil
• 2 tablespoons evaporated milk
• 2 tablespoons cocoa powder
Mix all of these ingredients with a hand 
mixer until they go light and fl uff y.
Spread the frosting between the two fully 
cooled cake layers and then spread it on 
the top layer. Decorate with berries of your 
choice (and a little edible gold spray for 
added eff ect if you wish).

Hear wonderful recipes 
on Nick Coff er’s 
Weekend Kitchen every 
Sunday morning on 
BBC Three Counties 
radio at 11am. You can 
also join Nick every 
weekday afternoon at 
midday for brilliant 
local guests with great 
stories to tell and all 
the music you want for 
your early afternoon.

Sugar-Free Chocolate 
Cake with Date and 
Chocolate Frosting
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Our meeting was held in the 
Memorial Hall on 9th January 

with a slight change to the programme. Owing 
to the inclement weather in December the WI 
committee had to cancel the WI Christmas party, 
the first time in many years, and postpone the WI 
Resolution and AGM. Therefore, our AGM took 
priority at the beginning of the evening, when the 
president (Jenny) and the committee, were re-
elected. Following the AGM, the WI ladies voted 
on the ‘Resolution’ which is to be forwarded to 
the WI Bucks County Office. The meeting then 
went ahead as planned, with our visiting speaker 
Graham Horn, who gave his ‘world premier’ 
talk on, ‘Anniversaries in 2018’. This involved 
explaining world events which had occurred 
in the years ending in 18. Graham’s list of 
anniversaries was long. However, a condensed 
version starts here with the end of the Siege of 
Constantinople in 718. Constantinople was the 
capital city of the Byzantine Empire and was held 
by the Muslim Arabs. However, in July 718, the 
Islamic side retreated. Apparently, ‘Greek Fire’ 
had been used to set light to the enemy ships. 
‘Greek Fire’ was the name given to a poisonous 
and flammable phosphine gas, which combusted 
when contact was made with water.  
Moving away from S.E. Europe, Graham 
proceeded to talk about a locality a little closer to 
home – to the kingdom of Mercia in the year 918 
and spoke of Aethelflaed, Lady of the Mercians. 
Aethelflaed was the daughter of Alfred the Great 
and she was one of the earliest female rulers, who 
ruled for between eleven and twelve years. She 
was a warrior queen and captured Derbyshire 
and Leicestershire from the Danes. Graham 
believes that Aethelflaed was a powerful figure 
and that she deserves to be better known. 
Moving on to 1018 saw the completion of 
Buckfast Abbey, which will be celebrating its 
1000th anniversary this year. In 1318, owing to 
severe crop failures which led to cattle and pigs 
dying in vast numbers resulted in one quarter 

of the human population in England dying and 
the remaining population  left weakened which 
enabled the Black Death to take such a strong 
hold.
Two hundred years later in 1518 saw for the first 
time the symbols + and – written down. These 
symbols appeared in the book entitled, ‘A New 
Study Book’ by the  German mathematician, 
Henricus Grammateus. Also in the same year, in 
Strasburg, a phenomenon known as the Dancing 
Plague of Strasburg made its appearance. It 
began with one lady who started to dance in the 
street and within six days about four hundred 
people were dancing. The consensus now is that 
people in those days had very little control over 
their lives owing to hardships and so in order to 
make their lives bearable, they danced.  
Fast forward to 1618, Walter Raleigh was 
imprisoned and then  beheaded by James 
1stand  1718 saw the implementation of the 
Transportation Act, which led to forty five 
thousand felons being deported to North 
America. The same year saw the birth of 
Thomas Chippendale of furniture making fame 
and the appearance of the first sandwich which 
came about when John Montague 4th Earl of 
Sandwich, a renowned gambler, did not want 
to waste time away from the gambling tables so 
he ordered meat to be put between two slices of 
bread for his meal.  
1818 saw the publication of Percy Bysshe 
Shelley’s famous poem, ‘Ozymandias’ and his 
wife, Mary Shelley’s novel, ‘Frankenstein’. Karl 
Marx, Emily Bronte and George Palmer (of 
Huntley and Palmer biscuits) were born and on 
Christmas Eve in Austria, music was set to the 
words of the famous carol, ‘Silent Night’.  
The final anniversary year was 1918 which saw 
the Spanish ‘Flu pandemic, which began in the 
USA army hospital in Kansas and spread to kill 
five million people worldwide. On 6th  February 
of that year an important act came into being 
which allowed females aged thirty and over to 
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vote. However, these women also had to own 
property and prove residency. In November of 
that year the  First World War’s cease fire  was 
declared.  
In conclusion here is a list of some well known 
people whose centenary birth we can celebrate 
this year: Ray Charles, Kenneth Connor, Rita 

Hayworth, Nelson Mandela, Harry Corbett, 
Muriel Spark, Leonard Bernstein, Betty Ford and 
Spike Milligan.  
This was a very interesting and enthusiastic talk 
which was appreciated by the WI ladies. 
Jackie Flint 

Sun. 4th Mar.    9.00 am Eucharist
   10.30 am          Morning Service   
Sun.  11th Mar.  10.30 pm Morning Service 
Sun.  18th Mar.   10.30 am Family Communion
Sun. 25th Mar.     10.30 am Family Service  
Fri.  30th Mar.   6.00 pm Good Friday Service
Easter Day
Sun. 1st April   9.00 am Eucharist
   10.30 am          Morning Service   
Sunday School meets each Sunday at 10.30 am except when there is a Family Service.
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Elevation: 450 ft - Latitude: 51° 50’ 13” North - Longitude: 0° 33’ 34” West

The year started unsettled but mild with temperatures into double fi gures for 3 days by the 
5th we were back into a colder spell frosty mornings then for the rest month it was milder. 
Over all January was slightly milder than the average, we only recorded 5 days in the month 
when the temperature dropped below zero. Winds were higher than normal it turned very 
windy overnight into the 18th, gusts reaching 53 mph. Although we recorded rain some of it 
being snow on 24 separate days totalling 62.8mm this was 20% below the 10 year average. 
For those who follow us on the web apologies for the loss of data this was due to Window 
updates. This has been rectifi ed, the weather station will automactly reconnect to the web 
after any updates.

This plot shows the mild temperatures and rainfall during for January 2018

For weather data 24 hours a day, updated every 15 mins, visit: www.dagnallweather.co.uk 
and http://bit.ly/weather_dagnall including this site forecast and much more. If anyone has 
a question, comment or wishes to contact me please email: david@dagnallweather.co.uk or 
telephone: 01442 843883. Dagnall weather now has an app for your ipad & iphone!  Just go 
to the apple store, search for Wunderstation and follow the instructions to Dagnall Weather 
Station. Now updated every minute.

 High Date/Time  Low Date/Time 
Temperature: 12.8 c  23 Jan 14.30  ‒ 1.8 c 6 Jan 03.30 
Mean Temperature 5.4 c     
Dewpoint:  10.9 c  24 Jan 10.30  ‒ 2.6 c 7 Jan 22.30 
Humidity:  97%   21 Jan 20.30  69% 17 Jan 14.30 
Barometer:   1030.9mb  30 Jan 02.00  986.9 mb 3 Jan 02.30 
Wind Speed  53mph W 18 Jan 05.30  Months avg. 7.2 mph   
Wind Chill: 10.4 c 23 Jan 14.30  ‒4.0 c  17 Jan 03.30 
Dominant Wind:  W      

Rainfall       *T= total rain days and moisture. R= Actual rain 
*Rain Days:24(T), 24(R)  Wettest Day 21 Jan  11.20 mm 0.441ins 
Monthly Rain: Total  January 2018  62.8 mm 2.472 ins 
Yearly Rain:  Total  1 Month  62.8 mm 2.472 ins 
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It’s that time of year again, the London 
Marathon or maybe that 10k race, is 
just around the corner and runners are 
pounding the pavements. Running or 
walking improves our physical and mental 
fi tness as the feel-good chemicals kick in.

Feet fi rst - when it comes to running, your 
feet are the most important asset for your 
success, in more ways than you think.  
Your big toe, for example, likes to have the 
freedom to bend up and down against the 
long bone just behind it.  When it doesn’t, 
it can contribute to back ache and leg pain.  
Inside the ankle is a bone that takes all the 
twists and turns of the foot and passes them 
up the leg.  It too can get stuck and make us 
feel that things are a bit stiff er or may lead to 
muscles not working how they should.  They 
all aff ect smooth running.

Call in the experts - a Podiatrist or 
Physiotherapist can check your running/ 
walking pattern to make sure you are using 
your feet correctly.  They can advise on 
appropriate exercise, mobilise stiff  joints 
and tight muscle tissue or suggest and off er 
customised insoles/orthotics to help your 
running become smooth and injury-free.  Of 
course, corns, callouses, nail problems and 
blisters can create havoc with your running 
and Podiatrists can help with that too.

Need help? The friendly Podiatrists and 
Physiotherapists at St Judes off er professional 
advice and treatment.  Book an initial physio 
assessment before 22 April and get 10% off  
when you quote “marathon Focus”

St Judes Clinic
26 Lake Street 

Leighton Buzzard
LU7 1RX 

 01525 377751
 www.stjudesclinic.com

enquiries@stjudesclinic.com

Marathon Mania

London Luton Airport
With an increase in aircraft in the area and 
in particular when the wind is from the 
East, we are getting some aircraft fl ying 
directly over the village to join the fl ight 
path into the airport. If you are disturbed by 
the traffi  c fl ying over the village, there is a 
complaints hotline number: 01582395382. 
This is an airport number where you can 
register your concerns. It is important to do 
this if we are to reduce these disturbances 
over our village.
If you need to complain about Heathrow 
fl ight noise the number is  0800 344 844. 
Email: noise_complaints@heathrow.com
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Easter Sunday 1st April 
10am  -12 midday 

Full English Cooked Breakfast       
followed by Scavenger Hunt &       

Celebration 

 

 

Come and join our  

Mother’s Day Celebrations 
Sunday 11 March  

At 11am 
Crafts, Worship, Gifts for Mums and lots of fun! 



Quality Garage Doors

Unit 7, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton Road, Edlesborough LU6 2ES 

01525 220212
www.premiergaragedoors.co.uk

 Superb choice of designs in steel, timber 
and fi breglass

 Any size door made to your 
requirements

 Large selection of spares & fast repair 
service available

 New or existing doors converted to 
automatic

 Professionally fi tted by own expert 
craftsmen

 Prompt free estimates & advice
 We cover all areas

(EST 1984)
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