


The White Horse Inn
At Eaton Bray

Market Square
Eaton Bray
Beds
LU6 2DG
01525 220 231
www.eatonbraypub.co.uk

There are
New Menu Items from

August 1st

Lunchtime sandwiches
And Paninis too!

The White Horse is the ideal venue for both

Family or Business
Get-togethers.

call now for details of menus and offers!

Fresh and local!
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Copy for publication to the Editor by the 
10th of the month

Focus accepts no responsibility as to the 
accuracy or content of any advertising or articles 

published  in ‘this’ magazine, neither do they 
refl ect the opinion of members of the Committee. 

© Articles published in Focus may not be 
reproduced without permission.

Kindly Note
If the event you wish to advertise falls in the fi rst 
week of the month, it is advisable to get the details 
into Focus a month earlier. The magazines are 
not delivered from the printers until the fi rst of the 
month, therefore it takes a few days for them all to 
be circulated throughout the village.
Editor

Focus is online at www.thefocusmagazine.co.uk

Focus would like to remind contributors 
that the deadline for articles is the 10th 

of the preceding month

Front cover photo
Chilean Eagle by Chris Miller

St Mary's Church, 
Edlesborough

will be opening for visitors 
from 2pm to 5pm on the 
fi rst Sunday of each month 
from May until September 

inclusive
NORTHALL BAPTIST 

CHAPEL
Chapel Lane, Northall

(just beyond the 30 speed limit signs on 
the road towards Leighton Buzzard)

Everyone is welcome to our Sunday 
worship each week between 11am and 
12.30pm including tea/coff ee and time to 
talk together.

For more information contact:
John Hazell 01525 218142

Email northallchapel@btinternet.com

There has been a Baptist Chapel in Northall 
for more than 200 years. Today we continue 
to seek to worship God, serve him in our 
daily lives and support and encourage one 
another in the diffi  cult and the joyful times.
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Weekly
Mon-Fri
(term time)

Eaton Bray Pre-school, Eaton Bray Lower School, 01525 220468

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Dagnall Under 5’s, Dagnall Village Hall, 9.15am - 12.15pm, Mrs Ann Tobin 07816 
358342

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Edlesborough Pre-School, Edlesborough School, 01525 220431 
manager@edlesborough.bucks.sch.uk

Mon-Thu 
(term time)

Totternhoe Pre-school, mornings, Totternhoe Lower School, Michelle Urbanowicz  on 
01582 668841

Mondays Pilates, 10.45am, Totternhoe Memorial Hall, Lisa: 07799 893489
Mondays Dagnall Community Choir, All Saints Church 7.45 – 9.45pm
Mondays 
(term time)

Movement and exercise classes with a dance fl avour, Northall Village hall 2-3.30.Contact 
Jan 01442 864271.

Mondays Curtain Call Youth Theatre 5-7.30pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Gavyn 01525 220525
Mondays Curtain Call Theatre Group - 7:30-10:30pm Eaton Bray Village Hall, Sheila - 

sdtwinkletoes@yahoo.co.uk
Mondays KFPA ISTD Classical Ballet classes, 3+yrs, 4.15pm, Edlesbrough Memorial Hall, www.

kfpa.co.uk
Mondays Cubs (8-10 ½ years old), 6.30pm - 8pm, 1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout Hut, High 

Street, Edlesborough. Contact Liz Coates 01442 842550
Tuesdays Line Dancing, 1.30-3p.m., Eaton Bray Village Hall, Lyn Stubbs 220731
Tuesdays Pilates, 10-11am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Nicky Roussou 07861 162680
Tuesdays Totternhoe Baby & Toddler Group, 9.30-11.30am, St. Giles Church Hall, Ruth Allen, 

01525 222468 or 07796 265174 or email ruthallen002@gmail.com
Tuesdays Northall Baby & Toddler Group, 9:30-11:30am, (open in the Summer School Holidays) 

Northall Village Hall, Sam George: 07748 152379, Tracy Bennett: 07803 123318
Tuesdays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 

01582 620576
Tuesdays Beginner’s Boxercise, 6-7pm Dagnall Village Hall, Josh Thompson 07456 574405 or 

jtptinfo@gmail.com
Tuesdays 
Fortnightly

Coff ee Morning, Bring & Buy, Table Top Sale, 10-12noon, Salvation Army Hall, Booth 
Place, Eaton Bray

Wednesdays Pilates, 7.15pm, Northall Village Hall, Lisa: 07799 893489
Wednesdays Egyptian Dance Class, 7.30-8.45pm at Eaton Bray Village Hall. Contact: Soraya on 07976 

964316 for more details
Wednesdays Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club, 10am - 3pm, Northall Village Hall, 

Contact Anna on 07854 230243
Wednesdays
(term time)

Caterpillars Baby and Toddler Group 10am to 11:30am, Grace Baptist Church, Moor End, 
Edlesborough, £1 per family unit, Frances King 01582 475896

Wednesdays Pilates 6.45 & 7.45pm, Dagnall Village Hall, Andrea on 07855 138005 or andrea@
naturalpilates.co.uk

Wednesdays Art of Ju Jitsu martial arts class, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 7 -7.45pm ages 6-15yrs
Thursdays Yoga, Northall Village Hall, 11.30am-1pm 01525 377542
Thursdays Baby & Toddler Group, Salvation Army Hall, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 9.30-11.30am
Thursdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Thursdays KFPA Street dance classes 4+yrs 4pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, www.kfpa.co.uk
Thursdays Tae Kwon-do, Dagnall Village Hall, 5.45-7.30pm 07813 755785
Thursdays Clubbercise 7.30 - 8.30pm. Eaton Bray Hall - Gina Flitton 07846421756
Thursdays Beavers (6 to 8 years old), 6.15-7.30pm, 1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout Hut, High 

Street, Edlesborough. Contact: ebebeaverleader@ebescouts.co.uk
Thursdays Explorers Scouts (14-18 years old), 8pm-9.30pm, 1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout 

Hut, High Street, Edlesborough. Contact Simon Betts, lionheartesu@hotmail.co.uk
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Thursdays Intermediate Boxercise, 7.30-8.30pm, Dagnall Village Hall, Josh Thompson 07456 
574405 or jtptinfo@gmail.com

Fridays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 
01582 620576

Fridays Stay & Play toddler group, ‘Musical Monkeys’ at the Eaton Bray Village Hall, 10-
11.30am, £4.50 for one adult and child, £1 for extra children/adults, 0-6 months free

Fridays Keep Fit class, Edlesborough Mermorial Hall 10 - 11am
Fridays Scouts, 10 ½ to 14 years old), 7.00-8.30pm, 1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout Hut, 

High Street, Edlesborough. Contact Mark Owen, 07899 892344, ebescoutleader@
ebescouts.co.uk

Fridays
(term time)

Kids Club 6:00pm to 7:00pm Grace Baptist Church, Moor End, Edlesborough (across 
from the post offi  ce) Frances King 01582 475896

Fridays
(term time)

“Little Luvvies” baby ballet classes 10am-11.30am. Contact Emma Whittemore on 
01525 376124

Saturdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Saturdays KFPA Musical Theatre classes 4+yrs www.kfpa.co.uk, 10am, Edlesborough 

Memorial Hall
Saturdays Bootcamp Fitness, 9-10am, Dagnall Recreation Ground, Josh Thompson 07456 

574405 or jtptinfo@gmail.com
Sundays Sunday  Worship at 10:30am and 6pm Grace Baptist Church, Moor End, Edlesborough 

(across from the post offi  ce). Alister King 07572 395687
Monthly
1st Monday Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, The Coff ee Tavern (except January-  

2nd Monday)
1st Monday Eaton Bray W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm. Eaton Bray Methodist Church Hall. Contact 

Margaret Jones on 01525 220991
1st & 3rd Monday
(excl. Bank Hols)

The Knit ‘n Sew Group, Edlesborough Village Memorial Hall, 1:45pm to 3:45pm.  
Contact Heather Westwood 01525 839803

1st & 3rd Tuesday Dunstable & District Orbit (social and charitable) Club meet at Dunstable Rugby 
Club at 8pm. For details contact 01525 222441 or 01582 755147

1st Saturday St. Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray Coff ee Morning & Plant Sale, 10:30am - 12 noon
1st Sunday St. Mary’s Edlesborough Open Days, 2-5pm, May to September inclusive
2nd & 4th Tuesday TOTS, St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, 2pm
2nd Tuesday Dunstable & District Local History Society meeting, 7.45pm, Methodist Church Hall, 

Dunstable (opposite Wilkinson)
2nd Tuesday Edlesborough W.I. Meeting, 7.30 pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall
2nd Wednesday St.Mary’s Ladies Guild, 2pm, St.Mary’s, Eaton Bray
2nd Wednesday Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Lions Club, 7.30pm, The Coff ee Tavern
2nd Thursday CAMEO Coff ee, tea & chat, 10am-12noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
2nd Saturday Workshops Dynamic Yoga 9.30-11am £10 Eaton Bray Coff ee Tavern, Keira 07936 

693696
3rd Thursday Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
3rd Sunday Lunch club 11.30 to 2.00pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Chris Hewitt 222288
4th Tuesday The Filling Station, 7:30pm, Bellows Mill, Diane 07815 895501, Email: 

threecounties@thefi llingstation.org.uk
Last Saturday Coff ee Morning, 10:30-12 noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
Last Sunday Messy Church, 3-5pm, Salvation Army, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 07932 057490
Other Regular Events
11th Aug Leukaemia Research Coff ee Morning, 2 Dunstable Road, Dagnall 10.30am. All 

welcome.
15th Aug Dagnall and  Kensworth Friendship Club, Dagnall village hall for afternoon of music 

and tea.
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One Off /Annual/Irregular Events
5 Aug Dagnall Village Fete, 12:30-4:30pm, Dagnall Recreation Ground
14-18 Aug Salvation Army Holiday Club, 10am-12noon, Salvation Army Hall, Booth Place, 

eaton Bray. For information: 01525 222087
7-10 Sep Edlesborough Church Heritage Open Days
9 Sep Appledown Open Day & Fun Dog Show, 11am
16 Sep Friends of Edlesborough School Open Air Cinema showing Top Gun, Tickets £10 

07976 411007
22 Sep Northall & District Age Concern Harvest Festival Auction, 7:30pm, The Swan 

Northall
29 Sep Macmillan World’s Biggest Coff ee Morning, 9:30-12 noon, St. Mary’s Eaton Bray
30 Sep Dagnall Community Choir in concert, 7:45, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Tickets £8, 

01525 220189

Othe Regular Events Cont’d
3 Sep Beds Area Narrow Gauge Model Railway Club Meeting, 11.30am-4.30pm, Eaton 

Bray Village Hall
20 Sep Dagnall and Kensworth fFiendship Club outing to Windsor

EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY & THE VILLAGE HEALTH 
CENTRE, PITSTONE 2017 FLU CAMPAIGN

All dates are in September:
EDLESBOROUGH PITSTONE
SATURDAY 16th 9am – 12.30
Surnames A - M

WEDNESDAY 20th 12.30 – 2pm
Surnames A - M

Thursday 21st 12.30 – 2pm
Surnames A - M

WEDNESDAY 27th 12.30 – 2pm
Surnames N - Z

THURSDAY 28th 12.30 – 2pm
Surnames N - Z
SATURDAY 30th 9am – 12.30
Surnames N - Z

We would appreciate it if you could come at these times in order to MINIMIZE 
YOUR waiting time. However, if you are unable to come at the allocated time 
for your surname, please feel free to attend any of the clinics above:

PLEASE CHECK ON OUR WEBSITE & POSTERS ON SURGERY AND PHARMACY 
DOORS NEARER THE TIME TO CONFIRM THESE DATES AND TIMES 
  Patients eligible for Flu vaccine are those who suff er from:

Heart Disease     *     Kidney or Liver disease     *     Diabetes
COPD or severe Asthma     *     Stroke & Neurological disease

Lowered immunity due to disease, or treatment of disease
Carers (in receipt of carer's allowance)     *     All pregnant ladies

All patients over 65 years of age
All children aged 2, 3 & 4 years (incl reception)

Children in school years 1, 2 & 3 will be vaccinated at schoolC
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Police Contact Numbers...
making neighbourhoods safer together

General Assistance (Recommended Number): 101        Emergency: 999
Bedfordshire Police (Eaton Bray)

Leighton Buzzard Police Station/Kathryn Horgan: 01582 473411
Typetalk: 18001 01582 473418

Email: LPT.LeightonBuzzardLinslade&Rural@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
Th ames Valley Police (Edlesborough, Dagnall & Northall)

PCSO Jackie Dodson Mobile: 07800 703 524
Email: NHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

EDaN Community Transport
Peter Williams: 01442 842506

Village Hall Bookings
To book your local village hall for an event please contact the following:

Northall: Lorna Cubbage Tel:  07857 318696 Email:northallvhbookings@gmail.com
Eaton Bray: Norman Lee Tel: 01525 222831 

Email: bookings@ebvh.co.uk Website www.ebvh.co.uk
Dagnall: Elizabeth Coates Tel: 01442 842550

Edlesborough Memorial Hall: Penny Pataky, Tel: 01525 229358
Email: manager@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk

Defi brillator Locations
These units are registered with the Ambulance Services. To access them, please 
phone 999. You will be given the access code and the location of the unit will be 
confi rmed. The defi brillator is easy and safe to use. The units can be found on the 

outside walls of the following locations:
Dagnall: Red Lion Public House
Eaton Bray: The Coff ee Tavern

Edlesborough: Edlesborough Memorial Hall
Northall: The Swan Public House

Helpline: 07930987064
Manned phone hours:  9am to 5pm, 

Monday to Friday 
(An answering service is available for out-of-hours calls)

Call us if you want help with geƫ  ng to the surgery/hospital, collecƟ ng 
prescripƟ ons, minor errands, form-fi lling, leƩ er-wriƟ ng, small d-i-y jobs, 

walking your pet or other small needs.
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Services at St Mary’s Church
SUNDAYS : 8.00am  HOLY COMMUNION
  10.00am  PARISH SUNG HOLY COMMUNION
  On Third Sunday of each month:

10.00am –  WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE a shorter, less formal service 
for families. (For anyone wishing to attend a service where Holy 
Communion is off ered, there is a Family Communion at 10.30am at All 
Saints’ Church, Dagnall, where visitors are assured of a warm welcome).

WEEK-DAYS: 
 Tuesday: 2.00pm  TOTS (Tots on Tuesdays) (2nd & 4th Tuesdays)
 Wednesday:   10.00am  Holy Communion
  EVERYONE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES

Karen, Julie and Sue would like to thank everyone who contributed their 
time, donated cakes and even those who visited us to buy refreshments from 
the Carnival Tea Tent this year. We were delighted in raising £1,300 which 

couldn’t have been done without you all!!
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Church Warden & Pastoral Matters: Catherine Hayden (01525 220527)
Reader: Gordon Gray (01525 220136)

Website: www.stmaryseatonbray.org.uk
Facebook: St Mary’s Eaton Bray

This year Harvest Festival will be celebrated at St Mary’s on Sunday 17th September 
and at Dagnall Church the following Sunday. Over the centuries, celebrations of 
Harvest Festival have changed to refl ect changing times. In the Middle Ages, the 
festival was at the beginning of the harvest gathering season on 1st August. Farmers 

made loaves of bread from the new wheat crop and donated them to their local churches. These 
were used as communion bread in a service giving thanks to God for the harvest. The festival was 
known as Lammas or ‘loaf mass’. Over time, the Lammas celebrations died out.
The tradition of celebrating Harvest Festival in churches was reintroduced by Reverend Robert 
Hawker in 1843. He was vicar of St Morwenna and St John the Baptist church in Morwenstow 
in Cornwall from 1834 until his death in 1875. When he arrived, there had not been a vicar in 
residence for over a century so he had much to do. On September 13th 1843, he put up a notice 
inviting his parishioners to a special thanksgiving service during which the old custom of making 
Eucharistic bread from the fi rst corn would be revived. The notice read: ‘Let us gather together in 
the chancel of our church, and there receive, in the bread of the new corn, that blessed sacrament 
which was ordained to strengthen and refresh our souls.’ 
The custom of gathering to give thanks for God’s provision spread so that Harvest Festival 
celebrations became widespread. Victorian hymns such as ‘Come ye thankful people come’ 
became popular, as well as ‘We plough the fi elds and scatter’ which was translated from German. 
These all helped to make the Harvest Service a special occasion. Another custom which caught the 
public imagination was the idea of decorating churches with home grown produce from people’s 
gardens and allotments.
Linked with thanksgiving for God’s provision was the recognition that many people struggled 
to have enough to eat. School records of the Victorian era show numerous occasions on which 
children were absent because they were working to contribute to the family fi nances. Fortunately 
this no longer happens in the UK but in many other parts of the world, child labour is common. 
This year at Harvest, St Mary’s will be supporting the Bishop of St Alban’s Harvest Appeal ‘Full 
of Beans’. All money raised will go to a project in the Philippines where the lives of people in the 
remote rural villages in the Tinglayan Mountains are being transformed. They are being given the 
means by which to grow crops with plentiful harvests, especially beans which are well suited to 
their climate. Good crops of beans enable families to eat well and the surplus can be sold at market 
so that they have money to spend. This will provide basic household supplies such as soap, sugar 
and salt. It also means that children can have educational resources for their schooling.
The ‘Full of Beans’ appeal will enable more families to experience this transformational change, 
to become more self-reliant and hopeful for their futures. Churches and schools across the diocese 
will be participating in the appeal and there is a just giving page for those who want to give directly. 
I hope you will come along to our Harvest Festival celebrations and support the Bishop’s Appeal 
to help transform the lives of some of the poorest communities in the world.
Joy, (Vicar of Eaton Bray with Edlesborough)
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SUMMER TENNIS CAMP 2017 
EATON BRAY LAWN TENNIS CLUB 

EATON BRAY SUMMER TENNIS CAMPS 2017 
WEEK 1 Mon 31st 

July 
Tues 1st 
Aug 

Weds 2nd 
Aug 

Thurs 3rd 
Aug 

Fri 4th 
Aug 

WEEK 2 Mon 7th 
Aug 

Tues 8th 
Aug 

Weds 9th 
Aug 

Thurs 
10th Aug 

Fri 11th 
Aug 

WEEK 3 Mon 14th 
Aug 

Tues 15th 
Aug 

Wed 16th 
Aug 

Thurs 
17th Aug 

Friday 
18th Aug 

WEEK 4 Mon 
21st Aug 

Tues 
22nd Aug 

Weds 
23rd Aug 

Thurs 
24th Aug 

Fri  
25th Aug 

COSTS 

Member Non-Member 

Week £50 £60 

Day £11 £13 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name…………………………………….………………………….………………………….…………….…………………… 

Date of birth……./……./……….. 

Session#:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Contact number:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Mobile ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Address: :……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... 

Email ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...................... 

Weekdays required:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

School attended:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………........ 

Medical issues:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Please fill in the form with a cheque payable to EBLTC, and send to: Tennis Camp,  27 Dove Tree Road, 
Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 3UP 

Courses are run by Club Coach Sara Leavy 
– PTR Pro and LTA level 4 licensed coach 
with CRB and Emergency First Aid.  

All you need is a drink and a snack – all 
equipment is supplied.  
Please wear sports clothing and suitable 
trainers. All ages 4-18 catered for. 

Time: 1) Reception – Year 4 at 9-11am  

And    2) Year 5 – Year 11 at 9-11am 

Venue:  Eaton Bray Tennis Club, School 
Lane, Eaton Bray LU6 2DT 

Book now and guarantee your place.  

Please call Sara Leavy on 07561571578 for more information. 
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www.unicornwindows.co.uk

Tel: 01525 854272
Unit 3 Youngs Industrial Estate, Stanbridge Road, Leighton Buzzard

UNICORN WINDOWS LTD
“WHERE QUALITY & SERVICE ARE NOT A MYTH”
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Professional & Local

All work guaranteed - not happy, don’t pay
Powerful equipment means drier much 

quicker than other methods
100% Guaranteed no chemicals left in carpet 

when dry therefore will not easily resoil 
& perfectly safe for children & pets

Recommendations account for 90% of my work
Absolutely no hard sell

Telephone Colin for a Free Quote

DEEP-CLEAN
01525 851 811

www.deep-cleaners.co.uk
Email: colin@deep-cleaners.co.uk

EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY
11 Cow Lane Edlesborough

Enquiries - 01525 221630  Appointments - 01525 220333
www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk

Dr J R Bell, Dr Heather White, Dr Stephanie Johnston
Dr Kirsten Riemer, Dr Charlotte Fisher

Friendly village Practice off ering a wide range of health services including coils/
implants, minor surgery, travel advice, in house blood tests, on-line appointments and 
repeat prescription ordering. Nurse Practitioners off ering acute clinics with same day 

appointments. Also, Midwife, Health Visitors in attendance. Local District Nurse service. 
Long established training Practice with a rotation of qualifi ed doctors.

EDLESBOROUGH PHARMACY
01525 223181

Pharmacist – Mitul Patel
Friendly reliable professional service at the pharmacy and well established delivery service 

to the villages. Professional advice always available.
All doctors/dentists/veterinary and hospital prescriptions dispensed.

Herbal/Homeopathic products available. In addition – Disability Aids, e.g. wheelchairs,  
walking frames, incontinence aids, Ostomy products, Malaria prophylaxis, Erectile 

dysfunction, Salbutamol supply without prescription. Flu vaccination available.
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30 Years Experience
Domestic & Commercial Security

Burglar Alarms
Redcare Monitored Systems

Intercoms
CCTV

Access Systems
Locks

Quality Installations – Competitive Prices
Insurance Approved       Free Surveys

       SECURITY
01525 378222

Email: sales@aaasecurity.co.uk
www.aaasecurity.co.uk

CERTIFICATE NO. NAC/G/2113

Interior and Exterior
All work carried out to the 

highest standard

For all your painting & decorating requirements
Domestic and Commercial

call Max for a free estimate with no obligation   
maxbro@btinternet.com

D & E HINES

High-Class 
Butchers

Quality Beef, Pork & Lamb
Grade A Poultry

BBQ & Sausage Speciality
Renowned for ‘Bunkers Sausages’

Telephone: 01525 220413
98 High Street, Eaton Bray
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Dominic Woolcott
Painter & Decorator

For a professional job call:
01525 229682 or 07747 042879

■ Internal & External
■ Plastering & Coving
■ Insurance Work
■ 20 Years Experience
■ Competitive Rates
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David John Harris

(Established 1992)
All Fencing Work • All Gates • Paving • Patios 

Driveways • Shingle • Hedge Setting and Cutting 
Grass Cutting • Turfi ng Specialist • Exterior 

Painting Service • Sheds Small Building Work 
Trees & Shrubs Supplied

Tel/Fax: 01525 221745
Mobile: 07889 143713

Barry Cato
Motor Repairs

Servicing, repairs and MOT’s arranged
Workshop at:

r/o Norfolk House Farm, Harling Road
Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Beds, LU6 1QY

Tel:  01525 221681 (workshop)
 07836 650015 (mobile)

Est. 1981

D NICHOLSON
PLUMBING REPAIRS

and INSTALLATIONS

MOBILE: 07976 975604
HOME: 01525 872335

City
Guilds
Qualified

NO JOB TOO SMALL
· Emergencies · Free Estimates

· No call out charges
Dave Nicholson

GYM &
TONIC

WANT TO GET FIT, HAVE A
HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE & IMPROVE 

THE WAY YOU LOOK & FEEL?
The following can be provided in our

Gym in Edlesborough or in your home
* A Health & Fitness Consultation *

* Personal Training * Massage *
Ruth Webb Dip. PT & ST,  Member of: Inst of  Sports 

Therapists & Register of  Nutritional Therapists

Tel:01525 223074 Mob:07812 163979

P. DYER ELECTRICAL
For all your Electrical & Testing & Inspection needs

Re-wires CCTV Systems

Testing & Inspection PAT Testing

Security Systems/Lighting Fuse Boards

LED & Low Energy Lighting Fault Finding/Repairs

Fully insured, Part P registered, all work guaranteed.
Fast, friendly, reliable, local electrician. For a free,

no-obligation estimate, call Paul on
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Patricia’s Cuisine
Catering For All Occasions

• Buff ets, Dinners •
• Christenings, Weddings, Funerals •
• Promotions & Business Lunches •

For Enquiries & Menu

Meadside Farm, 104 High Street,
Eaton Bray, Bedfordshire, LU6 2DP
Telephone: 01525 222174

•

• Chris
• Prom

For 

d idddddd

•••••••

p.j.brinklow
Electrical Contractor

01525 220469
 07860 781330
43 Pebblemoor
Edlesborough
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ESTABLISHED LOCALLY FOR 14 YEARS
Fully equipped Car Bodyshop, Service Workshop 

& MOT Bay

£10 OFF WITH 
THIS ADVERT

• New MOT Bay

• 4 Wheel Alignment & Tyre Fitting

• Specialists in Complete Classic Car 
Restoration

• Dealer Trained Technicians

• Ford, Vauxhall, VW, Audi

• Extensive Experience in Prestige Car 
Paintwork and Repair

• One-Stop-Shop for all your Servicing, 
Repairs, Bodywork & Maintenance

• Accident & Vandalism Damage

• All Insurance Work Undertaken  - We 
can also cover your Excess and 
provide a Courtesy Vehicle (subject 
to T’s & C’s)

• Mobile Car Body Repairs – Fully 
Equipped Vans that come to your 

• Alloy Wheels – Dents - Bumpers – 
Chips – Scratches - Scuffs

• Free Collection and Delivery, Loan 
Cars and Lifts when required

We pride ourselves on always being competitive for the right job.
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Smiles, Sunshine and a Superb EdleFestSmiles, Sunshine and a Superb EdleFest
Quaint, quirky, fun and fabulous – the fi fth annual EdleFest proved to be a huge 
success as the stunning Church on the Hill opened its doors on June 16 and 17 for 
two nights of incredible music.  The pews were packed and the bar was busy as the 
eager audience sat back to enjoy a musical menu of pure and polished performances.
This year’s  line-up included a Young Musician of the Year, Emily Noithip,  leading sea 
shanty side from Yorkshire – Kimber’s Men,  outstanding 
talented local duo - Holly  and George Brandon,  popular 
post punk indie band the Dicemen ,  a stirring opening of 
bagpipe melodies from piper Regina Whyatt, mellow cello 
from Glastonbury’s Mary Holland and a mesmerising intimate 
magic moment of music from singer/songwriter Sarah Munro. 
The ever changing musical moods, personalities and musical 
fusions fi lled the venue and the hearts of the audience with 
happiness and joy and gave the voluntary organisers – The 
Friends of the Church on the Hill, a true sense of community 
achievement. 
It was impossible not to be stirred by the young Friday night 
stars of the show -  the fi fty plus children from Edlesborough School and Eaton Bray 
Academy who took to the stage to deliver songs, smiles and infectious joy. Dressed as pirates 
and sailors, together they sang songs of the sea with a backdrop of heavenly harmonies from 
Kimber’s Men.  It was a treasured memory that is hoped will be etched in the hearts of all 
the young performers and their delighted family and friends.
Every stage moment during the two day event was a success . Every pint that was pulled and 
Pimms that was served from the EdleFest bar was savoured and every eff ort that went into 
the festival was worth the sweat and the toil of shifting equipment, stage, refreshments and 

Kimber’s Men with Kimber’s Kids (Edlesborough School choir & Eaton Bray Academy choir)

Starlight Barking



21

more up and down the hill. 
Thanks go to all the sponsors and the help that was given from community members who 
stepped up, volunteered and played their part in the event. 
Special thanks go to:
• Town & Country and Giblins estate agents for local signage
• Kate of Edlesborough Flowers who donated fl owers, time and expertise to our Flowerfest
• Janes Ltd Carpets/Flooring – our ticket agents
• Eaton Bray Academy for the loan of their staging - which made such a diff erence
• Edlesborough and Eaton Bray school choirs (Kimber’s Kids) and their music teachers
• The Pratt family for the use of their fi eld as our car park
• The Crutcher family for keeping us well oiled with their specialist beers
• EDaN Beautifi cation Team – queens of ‘Pimms’ and other sustenance 
• Edlesborough Parish Council for use of their gazebo and constant support over the years 

And last but by no means least...
• Richard Brandon - for creating the EdleFest website, being 
our mentor plus sound and lighting engineer – also contributing to 
our wonderful line-up with his own and his family’s outstanding 
talents.
Raffl  e prizes and contributions were gratefully received from:
Heirloom Cafe,  Cafe Masala,  Oakman Inns and Restaurants Ltd., 
Eaton Bray Nurseries and Edlesborough Village Store – also many 
Friends of the Church on the Hill.
The EdleFest will be back in 2018.  It plays its part in the heart of 
our community, attracts visitors to the church and leaves memories 
and smiles on hundreds of faces. 
Thanks to all who gave their time or bought a ticket. 
Thanks to all the performers for making this year’s event so very 
special... 
See you next year!           Photos by Vicky Johns and Jim Wright

The DicemenSarah Munro

Emily Noithip & Dad



22

St Mary’s Village 
Carnival 2017

So how do you judge the success of the Carnival? I guess for many it will be the headline 
amount of money raised – at this stage I’m confi dent we will have done at least as well 
as last year and will let you know in the next edition of Focus. Perhaps the weather is a 
contributory factor in the success of the Carnival. Well, I pray for calm and overcast – so 
when we have calm and overcast we can hardly grumble! 
Perhaps another measure of the success of the Carnival is the atmosphere on the Green. 
My thanks go to the Parish Council who allow us to use this beautiful location and 
to everyone on the Carnival Committee who work so hard to create that atmosphere, 
organising the site to meet the requirements of all the stallholders. Related to the 
atmosphere on the Green it is remarkable how little trouble we experience. Thank you 
to so many members of the community and stallholders who act as the eyes and ears of 
the Carnival nipping any nuisance behaviour in the bud. But thanks, too, to PCSO Jackie 
Dodson and the paramedics team from Pro Medicus for everything they do to keep us 
safe.
Another measure of success might be the attendance; there seemed to be more people 
on the Green than ever. One of the few down-sides of increased numbers is to maintain 
a balance between providing parking close to the Green and enabling traffi  c (especially 
emergency vehicles and buses) to progress along Edlesborough High Street. We write to 
all the households on the procession route requesting owner’s vehicles to be parked off  
the road and, with the assistance of AVDC who loan us 100 cones, we try very hard to 
keep traffi  c fl owing. Even so, there is little we can do when people fail to park sensibly.
Fortunately the procession managed to navigate the procession route safely, though 
the mast of the Scouting Vikings’ did have a battle with trees behind the pavilion. 
Congratulations to everyone who contributed to the procession, especially to 
Edlesborough School and the Scouts each of whom won their Class. My thanks and 
congratulations, too, to everyone who decorated their houses. I cannot remember a year 
when there was more colour via displays and bunting.
My next measure of success is the increasing number of shops, tradesmen etc. who use 
Carnival to promote their businesses. This does have a fi nancial benefi t for the Carnival 
but the Organising Committee try very hard to ensure that the businesses get a good 
return for their money through publicity and goodwill.
My two fi nal measures of success that may not be on your list but are very close to the top 
of mine. They both relate to the massive force of volunteers without whom it would not 
be possible to run our Carnival, including those who mark out the Green, stall holders, 
car park attendants, people who close the roads and who try to maintain a smooth traffi  c 
fl ow, those who erect marquees and the ‘heavy gang’. The fi rst measure is the time at 
which everything has been put away for the year and the Green is locked up for the 
night. This year was close to being a record and I would highlight the eff orts of those 
who turned out on Saturday night to help (quite a few of whom have been doing it for 
over two decades).
And that is why my fi nal measure is the number of people who, during Carnival afternoon, 
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off ered to help next year. For the past three years I have spend Carnival afternoon going 
round with a clipboard to try to capture contact details of such volunteers and this year I 
had a better response than ever before. My thanks to all of them – I’m sure you will enjoy 
being part of a highly inclusive team.
I’ve missed a measure of success for those of you who took part in the Grand Draw, 
Silent Auction, Chainsaw Carving or many of the other stalls involving draws. Maybe 
you are still waiting to hear whether or not you won the trip to Rome. Well, I’m sorry 
to say that if you haven’t heard by the time you read this then you’ll have to wait until 
next year. Thanks again to all those local businesses that were so generous in donations 
of prizes to these stalls and to those households throughout the villages who gave such a 
warm welcome to people selling Grand Draw tickets.
Already the Organising Committee is preparing for next year. Our fi rst meeting will 
be on 5th September where one of our tasks will be to allocate money raised at this 
year’s Carnival. If your organisation could benefi t from a donation then please inform 
the Committee via the Carnival website (www.stmarysvillagecarnival.com). We will be 
choosing the theme for next year (which will be the 30th time the event has been held on 
Edlesborough Green) and would welcome suggestions and selecting one or more local 
good causes to be our principal charity in 2018. Again suggestions welcome.
If you would like to help or contribute in any way to the success of next year’s carnival 
then please get in touch with me on 220136. As usual the event will take place on the fi rst 
Saturday in July, 7th July 2018.
See you at the Carnival!
Gordon Gray, Chairman, St Mary’s Village Carnival
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Photo by Cheryl Spratt
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Dogs on Edlesborough Green
Edlesborough Parish Council and AVDC have both received complaints regarding dogs on 
Edlesborough Green.
EPC remind parishioners that the Byelaw No 4 states the following:

“A person shall not cause or suff er any dog belonging to him or in 
his charge to remain in the ground unless such dog be and continue 
to be under proper control and eff ectually restrained from causing 
annoyance to any person and from worrying or disturbing any animal.”

Some people interpret that to mean all dogs must be on a lead at all times, 
but what constitutes eff ective restraint depends to some extent on the dog and the owner.  An 
unruly dog on a longish lead can cause problems, whereas a well-trained dog that responds 
immediately to its owner’s commands can be eff ectively restrained without the use of a lead.
The problem with any byelaw of course is enforcement.  Thames Valley Police have provided 
the following information:
• The law states that dog on dog attacks are a civil matter, where owners should exchange 

details and the off ending dog’s owner should cover any vets costs; however they do not 
have to. 

• If the injury is a serious one, people can call the police who would look at whether or not 
that dog is a danger and could oversee payment by liaising between parties. 

• Dogs being a nuisance and not in proper control, is a dog Warden issue and should be 
reported to AVDC Environmental Health. 

• Dogs that bite a person causing injury is a police matter and the police should be called 
every time. 

• In addition if a dog is seen fouling and it is not being picked up and photographic evidence 
is presented the police can issue an on the spot fi ne as can a dog warden. 

EPC reminds dog owners that:
• Not all users of the Green are “dog people” and an excited dog bounding up to say hello 

can be terrifying to adults, children and other dogs.
• Dogs must not enter the play area under any circumstances.
• EPC provides numerous dog bins around the edge of the green, all dog owners must clear 

up after their dogs.
 If you think you witness any users of the Green breaching the Byelaws please report this 
to Thames Valley Police on 101. A full copy of the Byelaws is displayed on the Pavilion, 
parishioners can also request a copy from the Clerk.
Potholes, & other road issues & Rights of Way 
It is possible to upload pictures of potholes and road surfaces directly to the BCC website.  
On the main webpage click “Tell Us About A Problem”, and then follow through to “Report 
a Pothole”, “Report a Right of Way”, or “Tell TfB” for any other highway issue.  This allows 
BCC to log potholes and other issues and provide you with a tracking reference number so that 
you can see what progress is being made on the issue you reported. The website address for 
this is below:
www.buckscc.gov.uk/services/transport-and-roads/report-a-problem/tell-us-about-a-
highways-problem/
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Vision Splays – Under Bucks CC Devolution EPC are responsible for cutting the grass verges 
within the 30mph limit. Any vision splays outside the 30mph limit are the responsibility of 
Transport for Bucks and should also be reported to the website above.
Edlesborough Parish Neighbourhood Plan
The consultation period for the Edlesborough Parish Neighbourhood Plan closed on the 18th 
May 2017. The plan is now with the external examiner. If the plan is approved by the examiner 
AVDC will organise a referendum. All parishioners registered to vote can participate. You will 
be asked a simple question Yes or No to approving the Edlesborough Parish Neighbourhood 
Plan.
ABF - The Soldiers Charity Ride
On Sunday 3rd September cyclists aged from 8 – 80 years will be riding through our Parish 
taking part in the ABF - The Soldiers Charity Bike Ride.
Numerous signs will be displayed throughout the village directing the cyclist. Anyone wishing 
to know more about this event can contact Jacqui Sage-Passant on 01525 211498 or 07941 
107699 
Streetlights
Please report failed streetlights in Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall to the Clerk for repair. 
When making a report please ensure you provide the Clerk with the information displayed on 
the lamp post.
Allotments
Edlesborough Parish Council currently has vacant allotments at the Cow Lane site. Anyone 
wishing to take on an allotment should contact the Clerk. Fees are £2 per pole and plots range 
in size from 10 – 20 poles.
Mr David Killick who has been the Warden at Dagnall allotments has tendered his resignation 
with aff ect from October 2017. The Council are looking for a volunteer to take on this role. 
Anyone interested should contact the Clerk.
Speedwatch
The EDaN Traffi  c Management team are looking for volunteers to help with their 
new Sentinel device. If you have an interest in slowing down traffi  c in the villages 
or are concerned about Road Safety, please contact Louise Turner on 01442 843123 
or by email at louisefanthorpe@yahoo.co.uk 
Edlesborough Parish Council Meetings
The next Edlesborough Parish Council Meetings will take place as follows:

• Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Thursday 21st September 2017.
• Northall Village Hall, Thursday 19th October 2017.

The meetings will commence at 7:30pm.
All Parishioners are welcome to attend all Ordinary Parish Council meetings and may ask 
questions, raise issues and give suggestions during the Open Forum before the formal start 
of the meeting.  The full minutes of the Parish Council meetings are available to view on the 
website or from the Parish Clerk.
To keep up to date with the latest information on the Neighbourhood Plan, Planning 
Applications etc. please visit the Edlesborough Parish website and visit our Facebook page.

Edlesborough Parish Council Contact Information:
Clerk:  Miss Penny Pataky      Offi  ce hours Mon – Fri 11am – 3pm (Excl. Wed)

Email:  clerk@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk   01525 229358   Website: www.edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/EDANParishCouncil
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EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL  
 

 
 Heidi Head, Parish Clerk & RFO 

Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk - Telephone/Fax: 01525 221464 - Website: www.ebpc.co.uk 
Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on answerphone] 
 

Follow Eaton Bray Parish Council on Facebook and Twitter 
Keep up to date with what is going on in the parish

Neighbourhood Development Plan
Hi again from the Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.
We missed reporting the last two months as we were waiting for the release of Central
Bedfordshire Council’s (CBC) draft Local Plan (LP). In law the Neighbourhood Plan 
cannot confl ict with the LP.
The pre-draft Local Plan was issued on 20 June and the full draft LP formally released on 4th 
July. We have been very busy carefully reviewing CBC’s intentions and plans along with the 
Green Belt Review which, for a village within the Green Belt, is key to future development. 
Housing within the Green Belt is only allowed under “very special circumstances” hence 
our desire to carefully review CBC’s policies.
Following release of the LP on 4th July CBC commenced an 8 week consultation where we, 
the public, have an opportunity to comment and potentially alter the Plan. Should you like 
to attend one of CBC’s “drop in” sessions the nearest is on 9th August at Caddington Sports 
and Social Club 2.00pm to 8.00pm.
The Steering Group have decided to hold two open public consultation meetings to inform 
and discuss our work so far and to give villagers an opportunity to have their say. Topics 
which we will present include:-

• The Green Belt
• CBC’s proposals for development in Eaton Bray
• Sustainable housing
• Built heritage
• Biodiversity

We will also ask you questions:-
• What development would you like to see in Eaton Bray?
• How many houses would you like built?
• What would you like to see protected, landscape / village character/ Flora & Fauna etc.?
• HAVE YOUR SAY!

We plan to hold two consultation meetings so that if one date is inconvenient then hopefully 
you will be able to attend the other. These meetings are important as we very much wish to 
obtain a consensus of opinion across the village. Dates are:-
 Monday 14th August from 6.30 pm to 9.00pm.
 Saturday 16th September  from 9.30 am to 12.00 noon.
Signs will be placed around Eaton Bray and advertisements on the Parish web site and
Facebook.
Keep your eyes on the Parish Council web site and Facebook page for more information. 
If you feel you can off er any support please come along to our meetings. However support 
doesn’t need to be attending monthly meetings, perhaps you have the time to help with data 
collection/research. Contact the Parish Clerk at www.ebpc.co.uk
Please feel free to attend the next Steering Group meeting which are planned for the last
Monday of the month. 7:30pm at the Coff ee Tavern, Eaton Bray. Please contact us on 
glennwigley@hotmail.com if you would like to come along.
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Town & Country are delighted to announce the opening of their
latest office in the village of Edlesborough, covering the local Villages
including Eaton Bray, Northall, Totternhoe and Dagnall.

We are a local independent agency that has been successfully trading
across Herts, Beds and Bucks for nearly 20 years. Our other offices are
situated in Caddington, Markyate and Redbourn. We specialise in
residential sales and lettings of all values in local rural communities.

For a personal service from an experienced team of staff who always 
go the extra mile, please contact our office for all your home moving
needs. We look forward to working on your behalf in the near future.

Mark Bristow
Managing Director
 

in association with
fineandcountry.comTM

Tel: 01525 222 333    l    Email: edlesborough@towncountry.uk.net 
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Will KimberleyWill Kimberley
Garden ServicesGarden Services

01442 25578401442 255784
Phone for a free no obligation written estimate
wkgardenservices@btconnect.com

• High hedges a speciality
• Fences erected and repaired
• General garden tidy up’s
• In fact any job in the garden!

R.J.O’CONNELL
BUILDING SERVICES

EXTENSIONS, PATIOS,
DRIVEWAYS, ROOF REPAIRS 

AND PROFESSIONAL 
DECORATING SERVICE
TEL: 01296 681323
MOB: 07855 236726

Anne Johnson D.O.
Registered Osteopath

6 Moor End,
Eaton Bray

01525 221958
07957 250682

1495

Edlesborough 
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BEFORE AFTER

Misty Double
Glazing?

KEEP YOUR WINDOW FRAMES...
... WE JUST REPLACE THE GLASS!

• UPVC • Aluminium • Or Wood
Because we replace just the glass the repair is a

Fraction of the cost of a complete replacement window.

mistydoubleglazing.co.uk
QUALITY GLAZING SERVICES

01525 876808
WE ALSO REPLACE BROKEN...

• Glass • Handles • Hinges & Locks
AND REPAIR...Patio Doors & Conservatories!

Over 30
Years

experience.
FREE

Quotes

Over 30
Years

experience.
FREE

Quotes
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WESTROPE BROS.

LAWN MOWER SERVICES
ALL TYPES OF GARDEN MOWERS SERVICED

THE RYE, EATON BRAY
Tel: Eaton Bray 220587

Painting & Decorating Plastering
Wall & Floor Tiling Door Hanging
Bathroom & Kitchen Installations

20 years experienceAll work guaranteed and fully insuredCall Adrian :  01582 539179     Mobile :  07789730580

ARC Contract Services Ltd

AARON FENCING
ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
FENCING & DECKING WORK UNDERTAKEN

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED

PERSONAL SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

7 STATION ROAD, DUNSTABLE, LU5 4HS

TEL: 01582 665779
MOBILE: 07798 927272

 For a professional service………….. 
 

Window cleaning
Conservatory cleaning 
Fascia & gutter cleaning 

07876 594186 

Established over 20 Years

Duncan Tomblin
TREE SURGEON

Forestry Contractor • Tree Felling
Crown Reduction & Thinnings
Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting

Stump Grinding • Site Clearance
Private Agriculture Fencing Contractor

Chipper & Stump Grinding Hire
Digger Hire

FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE ESTIMATES

‘The Best Choice For Your Tree’

12 Greenways, Eaton Bray, Beds

TEL: (01525) 221946
MOBILE: (07802) 410728
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Gas Boiler Servicing
Over 40 years experience

Have your boiler serviced by a Gas Safe
and CORGI registered engineer

Other services available:
Maintenance, repair and installation of all domestic gas 
appliances including LPG. Boiler installations, Landlord 

Safety Certifi cates and Power fl ushing.
Free Quotes, no call out fee, and free friendly advice on all of the above.

Edwards Gas & Heating Services
Eaton Bray

Tel 01525 220626
www.edwardsgasandheating.co.uk

stevethegas@orange.net225820
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Stuart Ball
Ceramic Tiler

Specialist
 at all aspects of

Wall & Floor Tiling
Over 33 yrs Experience

01525 229381

DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL,
CLEAN AND RELIABLE SERVICE,

 FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY ADVICE

* Plastering & Coving
* Floor Screeding

* Pebbledashing & Rendering
* Dry Lining

* Cornices & Mouldings
* Insurance Work Undertaken

CALL NICK CONWAY ON

Mobile: 07751 830716
Tel: 01296 688981

6 Cotes Way, Wing, LU7 ORB

Absolutely Plastered

Desktop Publishing
Magazine, Book, Brochure, Leaflet, Presentation, Advert

Design & Layout

PC Support and Guidance
PC Repairs

Home & Office Network Guidance & Setup

Digitising
Scanning of Photos & Documents, Slides, Videos, Archiving

Photo Repairs

Data Integration & Manipulation
Sharing data between applications

Automation of applications i.e. Excel Macros
Databases, Templates, Record Maintenance

01525 229695 (Edlesborough)
Email: enquiries@morenassociates.co.uk

www.morenassociates.co.uk
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Stephen D. 
Janes

(Established in 1982)

CARPENTRY, JOINERY
KITCHENS FITTED

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
TELEPHONE: 01525 220649

Neil Hodson Associates
BUILDING DESIGN

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING DESIGN, 
ADVISORY AND DRAWING SERVICES

From plans for domestic extensions 
to multi-storey offi  ces, commercial 

buildings and factories.

Structural surveys, site surveying, 
advice on building defects and 

Feasibility Studies

Planning Applications and Building 
Regulation Consents obtained.

24 HIGH ST TRING
Tel 01442 890894 OR
Edlesborough 222462

G & J Groundwork & 
Landscapes

Driveways & patios
Free estimates

07949 118011
01582 477568

Garry Tearle

DESIGN
Free CAD design of your bathroom. This will give you a photo realistic fi nished plan of your design.

SUPPLY
Come and browse our display suites. This will help you decide on the perfect bathroom for your needs.

INSTALLATION
Our installations are of the highest standards!

We take pride in making you delighted with the fi nished result.

We have suites in a wide range of styles to suite your budget.
Ring to make an evening appointment at the showroom

 or a home visit at your convenience.

T: 01525 220043    M: 07891 449077
3 Summerleys, Edlesborough, Buckinghamshire, LU6 2HR

W: www.jablebathrooms.co.uk   E: ableplumbing@hotmail.co.uk
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Come and play tennis with us at our friendly club on The Green
High quality fl oodlight courts with easy booking system

Coaching available for adults and children from our LTA coach

Weekly club nights, with balls and fl oodlights provided
Contact us on enquiries@etctennis.org or look at our website www.etctennis.org or our facebook page

There’s nothing more 
exciting for choir members 
on a Monday night, than 
when new music is handed 
out!  A new song to learn 
– new lyrics to memorise, 

new harmonies to explore, new rhythms to 
enjoy.  Will this be one of those pieces that 
we master immediately and will be singing 
beautifully by the end of the evening?  Or 
will it be one of the more “challenging” 
pieces that take a few weeks of hard work 
to get to grips with?  Sometimes, it’s a 
familiar piece of music, with a completely 
surprising arrangement that keeps us on our 
toes – we all thought we knew exactly how 
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow” goes for 
example!
One thing we can be sure of though, is that 
no matter how complicated a piece of music, 
or how unusual the arrangement, James, 
our accompanist will play it fl awlessly, and 
Michelle, our conductor, will know exactly 
how the vocals should sound – we really are 
lucky to be in the hands of such an expert 
musical team.
There has been lots of new music handed 
out on a Monday night in the past few 
weeks and months.  Exciting times 
indeed!  Our repertoire is growing nicely.  
Among these new pieces that we will be 

showcasing in our up and coming concerts 
are the rousing “American Trilogy”, made 
famous by Elvis Presley, extracts from 
Karl Jenkins’ magnifi cent modern classical 
piece “The Armed Man – a Mass for 
Peace”, and “Irish Blessing,” a beautiful 
melody composed by Philip Stopford who 
originally hails from Leighton Buzzard.  Oh 
and the aforementioned “Somewhere Over 
the Rainbow” of course!
If you would like to hear us sing any of 
these songs, as well as some of our old 
favourites, there’s plenty of opportunity!  
We are appearing at Dagnall Village Fete 
on Saturday 5th August, then performing 
on Friday 1st September at Stanbridge 
Church -  contact the Churchwarden for 
more information on this.  Our main annual 
concert takes place on Saturday 30th 
September at Eaton Bray Village Hall; 
please see our poster for details.  We will 
also be at the Poppy Prom once again, so 
don’t miss that – it’s always a great night 
of music.
Or, if you would like to sing these songs with 
us, then please do come along on to Dagnall 
Church on a Monday evening, 7.45pm.  We 
always welcome new choir members; there 
are no auditions and no requirements to 
read music – just come along and join in!  
www.dagnall-community-choir.co.uk.
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01525 
377751
enquiries@stjudesclinic.com
www.stjudesclinic.com

 

 
 

Free 10 minute advice chats with 
our Chartered Physiotherapists 
& HCPC Registered Podiatrists

Kennels & Kathotel 
Offering your pet a fully licensed Dog 

and Cat boarding service. 

Purpose built Dog kennels 

Individual Cat chalets with outdoor 
exercise runs 

All in pleasant country surroundings 

 

ILLUSTRIA 
Springfield oad 

Wellhead 
NR Dunstable Beds 

LU6 2JT 
 

Proprietors 
MMick, Denise  and Michele  Garrod  

General Building & Plumbing
(25 years experience)

• Roofi ng; Installer of UPVC 
guttering, soffi  ts & fascia boards
• Kitchens & Bathrooms fi tted

• Property Maintenance
• Fencing   • Patios & Block Paving

• Gazebos   • Garden Structures

Tel: 01525 221470
Mobile: 07946 626564

FREE ESTIMATES
• • • 

ALL WORK CONSIDERED
NO JOB TOO SMALL

N.D.S.
     

        For a top quality 
  decorating job call 
 
 

 Marc Flack 

 
 
 

 01442 842639 

 
  

      
     Trading locally for 10 years 

        References are available 
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Five Good Reasons to use Plumm Property
Private Offi ces - direct savings to you on fees

Local Knowledge - from our highly experienced team

Unrestrictive contracts - no lengthy tie-in periods

Marketing to outside area - attracting London buyers

Managing all your needs with a 1st class professional service

From Offer through to Completion of Sale

01296 660230
www.plummproperty.co.uk

Don’t be alarmed,
we’re here to help!

Established in 1999

e: info@plummproperty.co.uk
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A full/detailed copy of the minutes for Eaton Bray Parish Council can be found on our website. 
A hard copy of the minutes can also be viewed on the Parish Council’s notice board at The Coffee Tavern. 

 

 Meeting of Eaton Bray Parish CouncilMeeting of Eaton Bray Parish Council
Held on Monday 5th June 2017 from 7:30pm at the Coff ee TavernHeld on Monday 5th June 2017 from 7:30pm at the Coff ee Tavern

CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL (CBC)
Councillor Ken Janes email kwjanes@hotmail.co.uk / 07767-496823
CBC Website: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
CBC Email: customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
CBC Customer Services: 0300 300 8302
BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE:
• PC Konopka is the new local area police representative, to contact PC Konopka 

please email Slav.Konopka2@Bedfordshire.pnn.Police.uk (all information is 
confi dential and no names will be disclosed).

• For general Police contact/enquiries: Non-emergency call 101 / All emergencies 
999

VACANCIES - PARISH COUNCILLORS
There is a vacancy for a Parish Councillor on Eaton Bray Parish Council.
Are you interested, then please email the Parish Clerk (see contact details below) 
with a brief summary about you, your skills and why you would like to be a Parish 
Councillor.
Visit the Parish Council website http://www.eatonbray.com/parish-council/parish-
councillor/ to fi nd out more on becoming a Parish Councillor.
HGV 7.5T RESTRICTIONS
There are still a number of Lorries ignoring the restrictions, the 
Council ask residents to continue to record any lorries breaking 
the ban (ideally with photographic evidence) and forward 
details to CBC/Highways (copying in the Parish Council). There 
are exemptions to the enforcement: emergency services, in 
connection with any building operation, highways maintenance 
vehicles, agricultural purposes, public service vehicle purposes 
such as buses, in connection with professional driver training or 
testing, local delivery.
EATON BRAY – NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Keep your eyes on the Parish Council web site and Facebook page for more information. 
If you feel you can off er any support please come along to our meetings. However 
support doesn’t need to be attending monthly meetings, perhaps you have the time 
to help with data collection/research. Contact the Parish Clerk at www.ebpc.co.uk - 
please feel free to attend the next Steering Group meeting. Meetings are planned 
for the last Monday of the month at 19.30hrs at the Coff ee Tavern, Eaton Bray.

 

EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL  
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AMENDMENTS TO ADVERTISING BOARDS/SIGNAGE 
IN THE PARISH
The Council have reassessed their current policy and are making 
the following amendments:
“There is to be no advertising on Parish Council land without the 
prior consent from Eaton Bray Parish Council, the Council will 
remove any unauthorised advertising within the parish. Sponsored advertising boards 
must be able to clearly show the sponsored event and not be overshadowed by the 
organisation sponsoring the signage. Inappropriate signage will be removed or the 
organisation sponsoring the event will be asked to replace them with more suitable 
signage. Advertising boards (if approved) can be placed in the following locations and 
must be removed immediately after the event:
(1) Entry to village ( Harling Road): 1x sign
(2) Entry to village (The Rye triangle): 1x sign
(3) Three Corners: 1x sign
(4) Market Square: 1x sign”
The Council’s current signage policy will remain for this year before being replaced 
with the new policy as of January 2018. All applications for advertising boards/signage 
on parish land must be applied for on an annual basis.
BUS ROUTE/TIMETABLE CHANGES
A communication was received by Transport/Central Bedfordshire Council with the 
following details:
“Over the coming months [CBC] will be liaising with the operator South Beds Dial a 
Ride to review their feedback and that of the drivers ... who have listened and taken on 
board comments raised by customers. Both the operator and [CBC] wished to allow 
the service to operate in its current form, to determine passenger numbers, movements, 
opinions and timetable schedules ... the 43 is an amalgamation of 2 areas, Studham to 
Dunstable service and the Dunstable to Leighton Buzzard, via Totternhoe and Eaton 
Bray service. Any amendment to one service will impact on the other ... the services 
have to interwork to ensure a service was provided to both areas, to separate them so 
they run independently would eff ectively double the cost of the contract ... this would 
also make both services ineffi  cient and lead to the possibility of one being withdrawn 
completely and as Studham has no other service, the likelihood is that Eaton Bray with 
2 other bus services serving the village would lose the 43 ... [CBC] will liaise with the 
operator to determine feedback and thoughts and any progress... please do however 
update us on any other comments or concerns that may have been raised, so that we 
can give them consideration when reviewing the service.”
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES: 
Held in The Coff ee Tavern / 1st fl oor, from 7:30pm (unless otherwise notifi ed)
Monday 4th September 2017 (there is no Council meeting in August)

 
 Heidi Head, Parish Clerk & RFO 

Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk - Telephone/Fax: 01525 221464 - Website: www.ebpc.co.uk 
Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on answerphone] 
 

Follow Eaton Bray Parish Council on Facebook and Twitter 
Keep up to date with what is going on in the parish
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Once again celebrating yet another 

WORLDS BIGGEST
COFFEE MORNING

Come and join us on Friday 29th September from 9.30 
a.m. until 12.00 noon.

In St Mary‛s Church, Eaton Bray.

This is one of the most successful coffee mornings in 
Bedfordshire, so please help us to make 2017 another 
record breaking year to support cancer patients and 

their families.

Cakes, Bring and Buy, Book stall, etc.

POPPY PROM
11 November, 7.30pm

St Mary’s, Eaton Bray
A celebration of ‘Remembrance’ and ‘The Last Night of the Proms’
featuring: Dagnall Community Choir, South Beds Concert Band, plus 

soloists Emily Haig and Karen Hogan

Box Offi  ce: 01525 222283
Tickets (£12.50 & £10) will go fast so hurry to book your seats!



41

GRASS ROOTS 

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS
NCH Horticulture

City & Guilds Garden Design 

A professional company working 
with all your garden requirements 

from design to complete landscape.

GARDEN SERVICES LTD
DESIGN I BUILD I MAINTAIN

01442 890265
enquiries@travelimpressions.co.uk
www.travelimpressions.co.uk

Suite 4, George House, 64 High Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF

Looking to visit Canada...
• Canada specialist since 2001
• Friendly, honest advice from an independent travel agency
• Specialists in tailor-making holidays to destinations worldwide
• Extensive experience to arrange every detail
• Using fully bonded tour operators
• No booking fees

For help with creating the best itinerary for you please call or email us



42

Friend of Bucks
NORTHALL & DISTRICT

AGE CONCERN
A GREAT LOCAL CAUSE

Enjoy our
HARVEST FESTIVAL AUCTION

WITH PROFESSIONAL AUCTIONEER
AT

THE SWAN NORTHALL
FRIDAY 22nd SEPTEMBER

ENTRANCE FREE
Viewings  from 7:30pm

Followed at 8pm by THE HARVEST AUCTION

Appledown Rescue and Rehoming Kennels
Harling Road, Eaton Bray, Beds LU6 1QY

Saturday 9th September
Come along to Appledown
for a great family day out!
12 classes plus Best in Show!

Tea Tent, BBQ & Stalls

Show opens at 11 a.m. Classes commence 12 noon.
Judge: Valerie Jackson. Entries on the day.

01525 220383 appledown.kennels@btinternet.com
(Registered Charity Number 1116848)
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Friends OF EDLESBOROUGH SCHOOL PRESENTS: 
 

 
OPEN AIR 
CINEMA 

 

SEPTEMBER 16TH 2017 
     

**** Tickets £10, or buy 6 for £50 *** 
COME AND JOIN US FOR THIS ADULT ONLY EVENT ON EDLESBOROUGH  

SCHOOL FIELD AND ENJOY THIS ALL TIME FAVROUTIE FILM  
ON THE BIG SCREEN UNDER THE STARS! THERE IS A CASH BAR  

WITH PLENTY OF POPCORN, SNACKS AND ICE CREAM! 
DON’T FORGET YOUR BLANKETS AND CHAIRS. 

GATES OPEN AT 7PM AND FILM WILL START AT SUNSET.  
FOR TICKETS PLEASE CALL 07976411007  

                                            OR EMAIL 
CHAIROFFOES@GMAIL.COM 

 

                   @FOES1      
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Come for Coffee
at St Mary‛s

For a warm welcome and 
a cheering cuppa
each month in

St Mary‛s Church
Eaton Bray

10.30am – midday
Next Coffee Mornings:
Saturday 5th August

Saturday 2nd September

Dagnall Ploughman's Lunches
Thank you to all those who attended and those who generously helped at 
Dagnall Church with Ploughman's Lunches on Saturday 8th of July. We are 
still working on the fi nal fi gure, but at present the event raised over £800, 
to be divided between Dagnall C of E School and All Saints Building Fund.

Sun. 6th Aug. 9.00 am  Eucharist   
 10.30 am Morning Service
Sun. 13th Aug. 10.30 am Morning Service
Sun.  20th Aug. 10.30 am Family Communion   
Sun. 27th Aug. 10.30 am Family Service                
Sun. 3rd Sept. 9.00 am  Eucharist   
 10.30 am Morning Service
Sun. 10th Sept. 10.30 am Morning Service
Sun.  17th Sept. 10.30 am Family Communion   
Sun. 24th Sept. 10.30 am Family Harvest Festival Service
Sun. 1st Oct. 9.00 am  Eucharist   
 10.30 am Morning Service
Sunday School meets each Sunday at 10.30 am except when there is a Family Service.
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Dagnall Community
Choir

IN CONCERT
AT

EATON BRAY VILLAGE HALL
ON

SATURDAY 30th SEPTEMBER
AT 7.45pm

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM THE BOX OFFICE
TEL: 01525 220189

MEMBERS OF THE CHOIR OR ON THE DOOR

Ticket price £8.00*
*INCLUDES A COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SOFT DRINK

DO COME AND ENJOY AN EVENING OF POPULAR MUSIC
PRESENTED BY YOUR LOCAL COMMMMUNITY CHOIR
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Dear Friends,
What a blessing these warm summer days are, especially when we remember how 
severe past winters have been. Of course, we ‘brits’ just love to have a moan about our climate 
and it really has been rather hot just recently! What amazes me though is that we are alive and 
able to experience the wonders of God’s world at all.
A fi tting prayer says:- 
“Lord God, source of all life, we rejoice that through the power of your love we are alive; 
breathing, thinking, feeling creatures, made in your likeness and for your glory.
 Lord God, source of life, recognising that our life exists through your desire, we thank and 
praise and glorify you.”
Whatever you are doing this summer I hope that you will fi nd time for refreshment and to 
centre your heart and mind again in the great love of God. 
You are his precious treasure and his greatest desire is that knowing him, together with all his 
children, you may discover that wholeness which is his greatest gift.
He speaks to us in so many ways, in the beauty of the world around us (whatever the weather!) 
and he has spoken in Jesus, his absolute and fi nal word of love.
May this time provide opportunity for us to fall in love again, with God our Father and Jesus 
our saviour, friend and brother.
God bless you,
Nigel

It does seem a while ago since the 9th 
and 10th of June but as you can see, 
when we had pulled the last pint, the 
deadline for Focus had passed. Well there 
may be another excuse, I went off  for a 
motorcycling trip with a friend and by 
then it was certainly too late!
The weather prior to the Friday was 
cool and this allowed ALL 30 beers to 
settle and be served. Believe it or not in 
14 Beer Festivals we had never had all 
beers in perfect condition on the day. 
That of course helped us to have plenty of 
diff erent beers still available until closing 
time. It was a long time ago that we ran 
out of beer, which must mean that we 
have at last got the quantities right.
Jerome Chance and Tony O’Malley gave 
us a great time on Friday and Saturday 
evenings, it was the Dicemen, who on 

Saturday afternoon did a set outside, 
much to the pleasure of the families and 
friends sitting outside in the sun but with 
a slightly chilly wind. This did cause most 
folk to return to the main hall rather earlier 
than usual, still the one thing we cannot 
control is the weather. It has only really 
rained seriously once in all these years.
We will be back next year with the 
15th Beer Festival so look out for more 
information throughout the coming 
year.
Our next Quiz with super Quiz Master 
Keith Blackburn, is on October 21st and 
tickets are selling fast. To book a table 
(6-8 people) or just individual places just 
give me a ring on 01525 221411,  or email,  
ross.bagni@btinternet.com 
Enjoy the summer. 
Ross 



 

 

A variety of music including Broadway musicals, classical and compositions 
specifically written for brass bands. 

The band undertake a number of engagements and this year will be touring 
Sweden and performing in the grounds of Windsor Castle.  

Tickets are priced at £5 
 Obtained from Envoy Hilary Chadwick 07932 057490; 01525 222087             

or Graham Knightley 0791 9542463.  
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In this series, we take a look around local towns and villages to fi nd interesting and unusual 
heraldry.
BERKHAMSTED
This time we are going to look at another funeral hatchment. This one is part of a set of four 
found in St Peter’s, Berkhamsted.
Normally, on a hatchment you will fi nd a shield with two coats of arms side by side, one 
for the husband on the left or Dexter side, one for the wife on the right or Sinister side. 
Occasionally (as found in one of the other four hatchments here) the wife’s coat is placed on 
a small shield in the middle of the husband’s arms – this means she was an heiress in her own 
right. In either case the background colour to the hatchment explains who has died, black 
indicating dead, white meaning still living.
Looking at the fourth hatchment, shown 
here, we can see that the shield is divided 
into three parts, rather than two, so what is 
going on? This is a case where the man has 
married twice. His arms are shown in the 
middle strip, his fi rst wife’s on the left and 
his surviving wife on the right. We know 
she is still living as the background behind 
the shield on her side is white. You can see 
that the crest which lies above everything 
else in this hatchment is a silver lion with a 
golden crown and that is shown within the 
black part of the hatchment – confi rming 
that it is the deceased man’s crest. Note 
that it is the same as the four charges on 
the middle shield surrounding the silver 
(argent) cross. That cross has a ragged edge which is called ‘engrailed’.
Turning to the surviving wife’s arms on the right, this is unusual in that it uses a relatively 

rare form of charge known as 
‘fl aunches’. Always shown as a 
pair, they are curved shapes on the 
side of the shield. In between is a 
stag’s head face-on and the correct 
description or blazon is ‘Sable a 
stag’s head caboshed between a pair 
of fl aunches Argent’. The arms are 
for Parker. There is a monument to 
Elizabeth Parker in the church. The 
motto is ‘Resurgam’ meaning ‘I will 
rise again’ and is a message of hope 
rather than the family motto.
Next time: Wing

local heraldry
by john hockey
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Some comments from our December 2015 Ofsted report:

Children learn good manners and know how to
treat each other with respect.

Staff  are consistently kind and caring and this supports
children to develop confi dence and resilience.

Teaching is consistently good and children’s safety is
given the highest priority.

We are a committee run playgroup operating fi ve mornings a 
week 9:15 – 12:15 for children aged 2 to school age.

If you would like to fi nd out if your child would be happy here, 
please phone our Playgroup Leader, Ann Tobin on 07816 358 342.

www.dagnallunderfi ves.co.uk
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John Enejo was our 
preacher on Pentecost 
Sunday, focusing on 
the power the Holy 

Spirit gives to all followers of Christ. 
In our Cafe Service on the second 
Sunday, Rev Nigel Bibbings helped us 
think about the diffi  cult concept of the 
Trinity. There was a lively discussion 
and some powerful and moving prayers 
and many of us left with a clearer grasp 
of the three-fold wonder of God. The 
following week, on the 3rd Sunday in 
June, Steve Rogers, a young preacher 
on trial, visited us for the fi rst time. 
In the context of the recent terrible 
national events, he outlined occasions 
in the Bible when care and hospitality 
was off ered to strangers and pointed 
out that meeting another’s needs is the 
most practical way of obeying God.  We 
found his message inspiring and look 
forward to welcoming him back. On 
the fi nal Sunday in June we joined all 
the other churches in the South Beds 
Circuit for a wonderful Celebration 
Service on Dunstable Downs. Our 
Communion Service on the fi rst Sunday 
in July was led by Rev Wallace Edwards 
who, as usual, gave a deeply meaningful 
sermon. His theme was OUR father, the 
emphasis being that the Lord is good 
to all. We are a praying fellowship, all 
engaged in the ministry of prayer, with 
a responsibility for each other. Our July 
Cafe Service was led by Tina Salmon. 
It centred on Ephesians Ch 2 v10 and 
prompted an interesting discussion on 
God’s ‘works of art’, ie followers of 
Christ, and how they may be defi ned 
and recognised. 
Shortly before sending this article to 
the editor, we heard the grievous news 

of the death of our much-loved Chief 
Steward, Graham Carter, who has given 
long and devoted service in several key 
roles in our church. He will be sorely 
missed. 
Dates for your Diary:
Harvest Festival Lunch 
Sunday 24th September – after 
Harvest Festival Service
Cafe Community  
Saturday 14th October 2017 11am – 
1pm
We will be delighted to see you. Do 
come and join us for a cup of tea/coff ee 
and/or a light lunch.
Social Afternoons 
Weekly on Thursdays    2pm – 4pm
Chat, meeting friends, games, 
refreshments. All Welcome. First 
meeting free, then £2 per session

DAGNALL 
VILLAGE HALL
We require a cleaner 

for five hours per 
week  

If you are interested please 
contact Lynn Hockley at 

blh_9@hotmail.com

St Mary's 100 Club
July 2017

The lucky prize-winners are:
1st prize – Rodney Latham
2nd prize – Elisabeth Ryder
3rd prize – Robert Stilliard
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All Aspects of Grounds Maintenance 
Weed Control • Driveways & Patios
Lawn Care & Scarifying • Fencing

 Turfi ng • Tree Work
Snow Cleaning & Gritting

Tel: 01525 839622 Mob: 07876 500292
Email: spinneylandscapes@gmail.com

www.spinneylandscapes.com

www.vansarblinds.co.uk

  Free No Obligation Measuring And Quotations 

  All Blinds Made To Measure 

 Choose In The Comfort Of Your Own Home Or Workplace 

  Family Run Business

  Large Range Of Quality, Affordable Fabrics And Colours To Choose From 

01525 220477  or  01582 699565 sales@vansarblinds.co.uk

Make your house a home with 
blinds and awnings from 

Find us on Facebook

gaaaattttttttttiiiiiiiiiiooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnn MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaasssssssssuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnngggggg AAAAAAAAAAnnnnnndddddddddddd QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQuuuooottttaaggaaaatttttttttiiiiiiiiiiiiooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaaasssssssssssssssuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnggggggg AAAAAAAAAnnnnnndddddddddd QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQuuuuuuuoottttaaaaaaaaaaaa

McTimoney
CHIROPRACTIC

Margie Craib  BSc BHSI DC AMC MMCA
Human and Animal Treatments

Ashridge Farm, Ringshall, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1ND
Telephone: (01442) 842729

General Chiropractic Council Registration No. 293
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Curiosity 
Creativity

Community

Spaces available, to arrange a 
viewing please call Dagnall school: 

01442 842473
or visit: www.dagnall.bucks.sch.ukDagnall School is a friendly, 

nurturing and fully-inclusive learning 
community, situated at the foot of the 
Chiltern Hills. We offer a unique, family 

class sizes and personalised learning 
delivered by highly-skilled teachers.

We provide a secure and creative 
environment where children feel safe to 
take risks, to challenge themselves and to 
develop their love of learning as individuals.

Spaces
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Established 1970

For all your aerial 
and satellite needs 

call Colin on

01525 374742
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Edlesborough School  

& Pre-School 

 

PPupils’ behaviour is outstanding... 

The environment for learning is exciting and 

stimulating... 

A real strength of the school is pupils’ attitude to their 

learning .  

                                                                Ofsted 2013         
 

For more information about our School, Pre-School and Before and After School facilities, 
visit our website at www.edlesborough.bucks.sch.uk 

Please contact the school on 01525 220431 to arrange a visit. 
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JAMES FALCON-CROSS
LANDSCAPING AND 

OUTDOOR LIVING DESIGN
ALL ASPECTS OF LANDSCAPING 

UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING 
FENCING, TURFING AND PATIOS 

TIMBER STRUCTURES
DESIGNED AND BUILT

VEGETABLE AND HERB GARDENS
01442 843258 / 07769 901325
ONECROSSFALCON@GMAIL.COM

S M Reilly & Son LtdS M Reilly & Son Ltd
General Builders & Contractors

Turning Your House into
 a Home Since 1987

All aspects of the building trade undertaken
*Extensions*Hard Landscaping*

*Windows, Doors & Conservatories*
*Fitting of Aluminium Bi-fold Doors*

*Kitchen & Bathrooms*Drives*
*Loft Conversions*

01525 221740 07970 637511
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Let your local RHS qualifi ed 
gardener make your garden 

beauƟ ful, from simple 
garden maintenance to total 

redesign of your garden.

Please call Barry on
01525-222451 or 

07541196384
to pop round for a free chat.

The 
Gentleman 
Gardener

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Local & Est. Brush n Vac

Friendly, Clean and Effi  cient
 Call KEVIN HING on

Tel: 01525 371592
Mob: 07940 528897

www.khing.co.uk
Member of NACS

D.A. Windows Doors
& Conservatories

23 Church Lane, Eaton Bray, LU6 2DJ

Tel: 01525 221051 Mobile: 07807 798387 
email: mimcavinder@hotmail.com

AUTHORISED SWISH INSTALLER
WITH OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Installation of PVCu windows, doors and conservatories
Replacement glass units and window maintenance

QUALITY PRODUCTS - QUALITY WORKMANSHIP -
REASONABLE PRICES

General building 
maintenance work also 
undertaken including: 

Facias and Soffi  ts Gutters 
Fencing

Accredited Member 
of the Incorporation 
of Plastic Window 

Fabricators and Installers 
Limited

Government 
Approved 
CERTASS 
Contractor

CHIROPODY HOME VISITING CHIROPODY HOME VISITING 
PRACTICEPRACTICE

Julia Reading, BSc(Hons)Julia Reading, BSc(Hons)
17 years experience17 years experience

* Corns * Hard skin * Verrucae* Corns * Hard skin * Verrucae
* Thickened/Ingrowing nails* Thickened/Ingrowing nails
* Nail cutting * Diabetic feet* Nail cutting * Diabetic feet

Please telephone: 0774 647 2781Please telephone: 0774 647 2781
for more information or to make for more information or to make 

an appointmentan appointment
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Born in Hull, just a few miles from the 
river Humber,  at the ripe old age of 17 my 
family moved to Liverpool as my father 
had a new job, with a salary of £1000 per 
year.  Well £20 per week was  not to be 
given up easily in those days!  Once again 
living close to the river Mersey, I decided 
water must be in my DNA.
I took up boating at 22 when I fi rst bought 
a boat called Tina 9, never knew what 
happened to Tina 1-8. She, (cos a boat is 
always female) had a 20 hp engine and 
was made from wood. At the weekends 
I would trundle up and down the Mersey 
with a total lack of knowledge and 
experience but soon  learnt, when coming 
face to face with the Isle of Man Steamer 
for the fi rst time.
Despite my low level of boating experience 
I always knew that as a Englishman, 
(sorry Yorkshireman) I must have a streak 
of maritime in me somewhere.
As you can imagine things alter when you 
get married and have a family of your 
own,  as we then needed kids stuff  and 
new furniture, so Tina 9 had to go.
The urge to return to the water never 
really went away so family holidays 
revolved around boating themes, Norfolk 
Broads, French rivers and of course our 
own canals, all very diff erent experiences. 
Learning to park, oops sorry moor the 
boat is one thing, then there is reversing, 
well that's a trick in itself as it does not do 
what you expect! Plus how the devil  do 
you fl ush the toilets?
The fi rst lock you encounter is destined 
to send you into a frenzy, and why is it 
that at your fi rst attempt a large crowd of 
people are watching hoping that you make 
a mess of everything, they are not to be 
disappointed.  My desire not to embarrass 
myself soon came to a sticky end, it was 

farcical mixed with slapstick and, “OH 
NO, someone wants to moor alongside 
of me in the lock, what are they doing!!” 
In time this manoeuvre soon became 
perfection, well perhaps that's a bit strong.
Wanting to progress, I decided to take a 
Skippers course at the age of 59 in sunny 
Devon. My second day was spent in a 
force 8 for many hours off  the coast of 
Plymouth, sea sick, are you kidding!  I 
was fortunate to work for a company who 
owned a  38 foot yacht in Lymington, 
so weekends and yes, some week days 
were spent on the boat. “But boss, can 
you not see  I am entertaining important 
customers” I was heard  to say.
 Although we live in the Chilterns and 
many hours away from the coast, we are 
blessed with beautiful canals with lots 
of boating opportunities some as close 
as Leighton Buzzard, plus many other 
locations spread across the country.
 One thing is for sure, you will relax, the 
pace is slow as the country side dashes 
past at 6 mph. It's easy to fi nd a relaxing 
place to moor for lunch, honestly it's 
diffi  cult not to fi nd an unattractive place 
on the whole canal system, and in the 
evening enjoy the pub food on the canal 
side or eat on deck.
You can cycle along the footpath or watch 
a furry friend swim past you whilst you 
enjoy a coff ee.
Once you master the locks, learn your 
knots and get the mooring right, and hey! 
how do you fl ush that fl ipping loo. You 
will be hooked.
Ken Coates

Messing About in Boats
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the postcard from hell 
by peter hale  (eaton bray resident)

Below and right is 
a postcard sent by 
Private Thomas 

Hale to his wife from the First 
World War trenches
It shows the censored information 
that my grandfather was allowed to 
send from the battle front at Ypres.
The postmark bears the date 17 July 
17
On that same date Thomas Hale was 
killed in action.
The picture above was taken on 
Palm Sunday 7April 1968 being 
the very fi rst time that any family 
member had seen the headstone for 
Thomas Hale
My diary entry for that day 
reads "Spent all day looking for 
Grandfathers grave in the area 
around Ypres. Absolutely dotted 
with graves of English, Australian 
and other soldiers, all kept as if they 
were a day old. We were successful 
after a very long search along 
dusty lanes and narrow footpaths. 
Photographs of the grave, cemetery 
and fi elds surrounding"
Three years later I took my father 
over to Belgium to see his fathers 
resting place.
Obviously I never knew my 
grandfather and sadly neither really 

did my father as they only had a few 
hours together on a brief visit home 
from the Front when my father had 
recollections of a stranger, covered in 
mud, suddenly appearing in his home 
in Bath and being greeted lovingly by 
his mother.
To my knowledge Kate Alice Hale, 
widow of Thomas Hale, never left 
these shores and she brought up two 
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sons, three if the 1911 census 
of England and Wales is to 
be believed, on her own. She 
died in 1972 having been a 
widow for 55 years.
The ultimate sacrifi ce 
made by Thomas Hale and 
millions like him hopefully 
made the world a safer place, 
immediately post war. 
The war to end all wars? 
Sadly it was not.
Now 100 years after the death of Thomas Hale, the 
photograph right, taken less than a month ago by a 

lifelong friend, gives an indication of the continuing fantastic work carried out by the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission in the upkeep of the memorial to the fallen.

The Salvation Army,
Booth Place, Eaton Bray

Weekly Activities
Sunday
Footprints (Sunday School) 9.45-10.45am
Morning Worship 11am
Messy Church 3-5pm
(Last Sunday of the month)

Songs of Praise 4pm
(3rd Sunday of the month from May to  Dec)

Tuesday
Coff ee Morning
(Alternate weeks) 10-11.30am

Music practices (all welcome) 7.30-9pm
Wednesday
Home League  2.30-3.30pm
(Ladies Mtg but all welcome)  

Champions Challenge Club (term time)
(Ages 5-10 years) 5.45-6.45pm

Thursday
Parent and Toddler Group
(Term time) 9.30-11.30am

Girls’ Night Out 
(1st Thursday of month) 7.45pm

Sewing & Craft Bees
(2nd Thursday of month) 7.45 pm

Ladies Fellowship 
(Last week of month) 7.45pm
For further details please call Envoy Hilary 
Chadwick. T:01525 222087 / 07932 057490
E: hilary.chadwick@salvationarmy.org.uk
W: www.salvationarmy.org.uk/eaton-bray

FOR SALE
Antique Pine 3 Door Wardrobe

solid pine with 3 smaller storage 
drawers and two large drawers

Height 1690mm, Length 2080 mm x 
Width 570mm

Very nice piece of furniture
good condition

We paid £795 for it.  It does come 
apart for transportation, moving etc.

please call if you want to see a picture 
£385 

Distinction Landing Net
Foldaway, extendable. Very Good 

condition  £12
Telescopic Fishing Rod

Extension 45, Auto H3,  extends to 
4.5 metres, very light weight, you can 
adjust to any length required to suit 

conditions,
Good condition £8

Call  07734 111654
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 It’s amazing just what writing 
a load of gibberish can achieve. 

No sooner was last month’s Focus magazine 
through the letterboxes, with my ‘tennis-free’ 
article detailing the electoral success of a certain 
Mr Ronnie Racquet, than I was inundated with 
texts, e-mails and phone calls, all from various 
members of the committee, off ering closely 
held and previously unavailable information 
about what’s going on in our little club! I’ve got 
the hint that they’d like to see at least something 
relating to tennis in this column, rather than the 
unsuccessful mating habits of the everyday 
plastic garden heron, or the manifesto pledge 
to vacuum motorways twice daily to avoid 
those irritating stone chips, so without further 
ado, here goes. I am a mere employee of the 
club after all, and I always do as I am bid (don’t 
tell my wife; I’m still using the ‘sore shoulder’ 
story to get out of using the Dyson. It weighs 
a ton and has more knobs and buttons than the 
space shuttle. I pressed one once, a big purple 
one which I assumed adjusted something, and 
it literally fell into two pieces. I’m still not sure 
I put it back together correctly). Sorry, as I was 
saying….
Our ‘Tennis for Kids’ sessions, run by club coach 
Sara Leavy, continue to be hugely popular, with 
around 10 children attending every Saturday 
between 2-3pm. A second session will start in 
September on Mondays, from 4-5pm. Just call 
Sara if you’d like your children to go along. 
The under 14 Road to Wimbledon winner 
was Thomas Noithip, with Cameron Brown 
as the runner-up. Adult coaching is taking its 
summer vacation, and will start again week of 
4th September. Again, let Sara know if you’d 
like to join in. Also worth of note this month 
is that the 2017 ‘Mike Venn Trophy’ was won 
by Glenn Wigley; fi ttingly Glenn inaugurated 
this competition some years ago in memory 
of Mike, a founder member of the club back in 
1988. He was 1989 Men’s Doubles and Mixed 

Doubles champion, ex committee member, 
chairman and all round good bloke. This month 
is the 10th anniversary of his passing. 
Now here’s a story that proves two things. First, 
tennis can be enjoyed at any age. Second, if you 
come from the Isle of Man, then you should be 
used to a little rain. Last week, septuagenarian 
member and keen player Peter Hale took a 
phone call from fellow member Roy Cook, of 
similar vintage, asking him if he’d like to partner 
Roy in the Bedfordshire County Over 65s team, 
to play their ancient counterparts from the Isle of 
Man. The venue for this prestigious match was 
supposed to be the Flitwick and Ampthill Tennis 
Club. However, with heavy rain forecast that 
day, indoor courts were urgently requisitioned 
by the county at the Towers Health & Racquet 
Club in Bedford. Very posh. They had three 
courts for three hours. Surely that would be 
suffi  cient. 
It might have been, had the Islanders had the 
foresight not to travel on the morning of the 
match, requiring a fl ight to Gatwick, collection 
of a hire car, and a drive from there to Bedford 
with a SatNav that knew nothing about the 
recently opened Towers club; a journey of 
around 100 miles requiring at least three hours, 
M25 permitting. And on this day, it didn’t 
permit. Play got underway just after 4pm, 
over an hour late. Peter and Roy won their fi rst 
match two sets to love, whilst the other two 
Bedfordshire players won one singles and lost 
the other. By now, at was 5.40pm, and members 
of the Towers club were already waiting 
patiently courtside, ready to start their own 
games at 6pm, the cut-off  time for our subjects. 
They had a 20 minute window to play two sets!  
By 6pm, Peter and Roy had reached 3-3 in their 
fi rst set against the second Island pair, and the 
other Bedfordshire pair were 5-1 up. There 
was only one thing for it. The match would 
have to be concluded on two outside courts, 
which were available, but a little damp under 
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some lightly falling rain. Now a little rain has 
never dampened our spirits at EBLTC; our 
members are of the ‘all weather’ persuasion and 
regularly run around our courts under torrential 
downpours. However, the same can clearly not 
be said of the Isle of Man citizens, who were 
somewhat reluctant to venture outside. With 
56mm of rain falling on the Isle of Man that 
day, one would have thought that they’d be 
used to getting wet, but not these water-averse 
individuals. In fact, such was their disdain of a 
spot of rain, they conceded the remaining sets, 

giving Bedfordshire a four sets to one victory! 
Well that’s it for another month. For any further 
information about the club, including when we 
get together for our social tennis sessions up at 
the School Lane courts, or our various activities, 
you can visit our website at www.ebltc.org.
uk; Alternatively please call any committee 
member – names and numbers on the website 
-  Coach Sara Leavy on 07561 571578, or if 
they’re all out and I’ve not been locked in the 
cupboard for breaking the Dyson again, then 
me, Andy Cross, on 07783 667338. 

The summer holidays are just around the 
corner so follow a few tips for a happy, 
healthy summer:  

Gardening – when faced 
with a mountainous 
backlog of jobs, don’t try 
to do everything in one 
go: break up tasks and 

take a rest.  Tackle jobs like weeding at a 
low height and cutting back of plants at a 
higher height.  Take regular breaks - your 
joints will thank you for it.

Happy Feet – we see 
a huge increase in foot 
pain and plantar fasciitis 
cases in the summer 

often due to poor footwear. Ordinary 
fl ip-fl ops give no support and little shock 
absorbency and aff ect the fascia under the 
foot (it’s a bit like a piece of gristle that 
acts like a bow-string to lift the arch of 
the foot).  This feels like you’re walking 
on sharp stones and if not treated properly, 
can take ages to clear so try some 
supportive sandals instead.  Feet looking 
a bit tired? - use a pumice stone to remove 
hard skin and then apply a specialist 
foot cream such as CCS Foot care cream 
which is recommended by Podiatrists to 
manage and help prevent dry and rough 
skin (available from St Judes)

Sunbathers back – too 
much of a good thing 
lazing around is not 
actually good for you.  

Try to support your spine when sunbathing 
- if your back hollows when lying on the 
sunbed on your tummy, put a rolled towel 
or cushion under you to prevent backache.  
Look after your neck – it’s better to keep 
your neck straight and place your hands 
on a rolled towel under your forehead than 
turn your head to the side.

Wet walkies? If it’s raining 
cats and dogs avoid wearing 
your wellies as they don’t 
off er much support - you are 
far better off  wearing some 

walking boots.
Here’s to a super summer!
Tips by 
Moira D’Arcy, Chartered Physiotherapist 
at St Judes

St Judes Clinic
26 Lake Street 

Leighton Buzzard
LU7 1RX 

 01525 377751
 www.stjudesclinic.com

enquiries@stjudesclinic.com

Summer Holiday Tips from St Judes
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Call us today on: 01442 210047
or email: skiporders@wasteking.co.uk

www.wasteking.co.uk

Recycling today for tomorrow...

The Complete Waste 
Management Service

Local
Skip Hire

Nationwide
Grab Hire

Man & Van
Rubbish 

Clearance
Sweeper

Hire

Unit 25, Airfield Industrial Estate, Long Marston, Cheddington HP23 4QR
Waste carrier CBDU93920 - Transfer Site License 402839

94% of all the 

waste we collect 

is recycled

Marbled Meats

Wagyu Beef
& SUPREME LAMB

We sell our produce straight from our farm in Northall, our 
opening hours do vary depending on the seasons so please 
check our Facebook page for current opening hours each 

week or call Eddy on 07838 873796 to arrange an order.

Catering van available for hire. 

LADIES ONLY
PERSONAL 

FITNESS TRAINER
Level 3

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
Beginners welcome

In the comfort of your home or 
my local gym in Dagnall, HP4

Contact
07805 419685 or

ros@riverbanksclinic.co.uk

😄
Stay & Play

Toddler 
Group 

Musical Musical 
MonkeysMonkeys

Eaton Bray Village Hall 
10-11.30am on Fridays 
£4.50 for one adult and child
£1 for extra children/adults

0-6 months free
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DAGNALL and Kensworth friendship 
club will meet in the village hall on August 
15th for an afternoon of music and tea. 
The outing on September 20th to  Windsor 
leaves from Dagnall  village  hall at times 
to be arranged with the coach company. 

Members of the club will be told the times 
in August. 
The October meeting is in the village hall 
for sausage and mash lunch followed by 
The Jolly Jazzers from 1.30pm.

Penthouse apartment in Woolacombe, North Devon (three mile Penthouse apartment in Woolacombe, North Devon (three mile 
long beach voted UK's best beach by TripAdvisor) 2 bedroom long beach voted UK's best beach by TripAdvisor) 2 bedroom 
fabulous family holiday or a perfect romantic base for couples fabulous family holiday or a perfect romantic base for couples 

who want to enjoy beach life and walks around the coast.who want to enjoy beach life and walks around the coast.
Book online  Book online  

http://www.holidayhomehunter.co.uk/high_tides.htmhttp://www.holidayhomehunter.co.uk/high_tides.htm
or Tel 01525 220326or Tel 01525 220326

Heritage Open Days 2017
Thursday 7th September to Sunday 10th September

For the last three years, the Friends of the Church on the Hill, have 
participated in Heritage Open Days which is an international initiative 
aimed at encouraging people to visit and enjoy buildings which are part of 
our historical heritage but not regularly in use.
This year will be special because the famous Edlesborough Rose Brass 
will return to the village for one day only so that local people can enjoy 
seeing it again. It is not coming to stay, at least for the time being, as it 
requires some conservation work to be carried out. There will also be a talk 
about the Rose on the same day - further details will be available over the 
summer months.
The church will be open on all 4 days and there will be displays about the 
village and family history.  On the Sunday we will have bell ringing at 3pm 
followed by Songs of Praise at 4pm.
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Edlesborough Dental Practice
Telephone: 01525 223175

11 Cow lane, Edlesborough, LU62HT

www.flossandsmile.co.uk
HOME VISITS AVAILABLE ON FRIDAYS

EMERGENCY TEXT TO : 07590035899.

General Family Dentistry *Crowns *Bridges *Dentures *Smile Makeovers
*Tooth Whitening *Tooth straightening *Implants *Botox

*Hygienist *Sedation *0% Finance

The Clear Alternative
to Braces

Implants

"Excellent
experience.
I nearly fell
asleep whilst
having my
fillings done!
Very reassuring
- no rush.

I was made to
feel completely

at ease .
Thank you!"

- R.R

"Without doubt
the most

competent,
gentle & lovely
dentist…’

‘..friendly warm
manner

instantly put
me at ease.

I would highly
recommend
this practice ‘
-M.C

Dentist :
Dr A. Johar

GDC number : 111350

Hygienist:
Mrs Jane Shrowder
GDC number : 2344

AA JR
BUILDING SERVICES

Mobile: 07931 308306  Tel: 01582 475428
Email: ajrbuildingservices@hotmail.com

.Kitchens & Bathrooms. Refurbishments. Garage Conversions & Extensions. Plastering, Painting & Decorating. Wall and Floor Tiling. Patios and Fencing. Fascias & Soffits. General Maintenance

All aspects of building 
work undertaken:

F R E E  Q U O T A T I O N S

z z z z z z

Over 25 years experience
Friendly and Reliable 

Service
Fully insured

UNMARKED VEHICLES
For further information please call or email 

amccellandpestcontrol33@gmail.com

specialists in: wasps - bees - ants
hornets - fl eas - cockroaches - bed 
bugs - pigeons - magpies - rabbits

rats - mice - moles - squirrels
foxes - mink - feral cats

FOR FAST RESPONSE CALL:
Mobile 0777 494 8415
Offi  ce 01582 872158
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Leighton
Plumbing & Heating
Oil fi red boilers 
service, repairs 
& installations
All other aspects of plumbing 

& heating undertaken

Oftec registered & insured

01525 385250
07774 567472
11 Woodman Close
Leighton Buzzard

Beds
LU7 3NU

leighton-plumbing@ntlworld.com

Call today to have your oven, hob, extractor or 
Aga professionally cleaned

Contact Paul Joyce: Tel 01525 792761
  Mob 07808 580718

pauljoyce@ovenwizards.com



70

The perfect place for
any occasion....

Accommodation - offering a variety of
rooms/suites

Breakfast, lunch or dinner
in our Henry’s restaurant
Sunday Lunch
Meetings
Wedding Packages
Private Functions
Funeral Receptions
Christmas & New Year Parties

For more information on what we offer,
please call us on

01582 662201
or visit our website.

The Old Palace Lodge Hotel,
Church Street, Dunstable, Beds Lu5 4Rt
www.oldpalacelodge.com
conference@mgmhotels.co.uk • tel: 01582
662201
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Anderton
Electrics

Keepin
g you

 wire
d up.

www.andertonelectrics.co.uk

� Free quotations, no obligations
� Emergency Work – day or night
� Domestic or Commercial
� A name you can trust 

FREE NO
OBLIGATION
QUOTATIONS

Contact James direct on:

Mobile: 07771 698 151
Office: 01582 343 123

Email: james@andertonelectrics.co.uk

See our feedback on Check a trade
www.checkatrade.com/andertonelectrics
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D Scott and Sons
Home Services Limited

Plumbing and Heating Specialists

www.dscottandsons.com

 contact us now on 
01525 791563
07921 670437

Other services...
We offer a full range of 
plumbing services including 
full bathroom refits, shower 
replacements, kitchen 
appliance installations, 
sinks, taps, traps & drainage.

24/7 
Call Out

Boiler Repair

Boiler Installations

Powerflushing

Annual Servicing 

Landlords Certificate

 Magnetic System Filters

Radiator Valves

Oil Central Heating

DO YOU NEED 
FINANCIAL ADVICE?

Can we help you to review 
your current or proposed? 

Mortgages, Insurances, Pensions & Investments,
Equity Release, Inheritance Tax, Wills and Trusts?

Free Will with Investments & Pensions over £30,000

Talk to us for a free ini�al consulta�on

LOCAL OFFICE: Toddington
Contact: Philip Hadlow
Tel/Fax: 01525 874100
Mobile 07768 277 532

or email: info@toddingtonifa.co.uk
Toddington Independent Financial Advice Ltd is authorised and regulated by the

Financial Conduct Authority, Registra�on Number 760687.
Registered office: Unit 9, Griffin Farm, Conger Lane, Toddington,

Bedfordshire, LU5 6BT, Company Number: 9931606
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Large Hall £6.00 per hourLarge Hall £6.00 per hour

Committ ee Room £3.50 per hourCommitt ee Room £3.50 per hour

Large Hall & £8.00 per hourLarge Hall & £8.00 per hour
Committ ee RoomCommitt ee Room

Bookings 01525 220891Bookings 01525 220891
Stairlift and access ramp availableStairlift and access ramp available

Coff ee TavernCoff ee Tavern

GENERAL BUILDING
NEW HOMES
EXTENSIONS

CONSERVATORIES
ALTERATIONS
BRICKLAYING
GROUNDWORK

PATIOS

CDM Builders Ltd
07984086029

With over 20 years experience in the building
trade

All aspects of work undertaken by our own
professional tradesmen to a very high standard

Please contact Clive for a free quotation
T: 01525 222605 M: 07984086029
Email: Clive.munt@hotmail.co.uk
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COMING SOON

FREE Property showreels 
for every home

T: 01582 477 077    E: dunstable@house-hold.co.uk
or visit www.house-hold.co.uk

A superb development of luxury 4 & 5 bedroom 
family homes. Launching Autumn 2017.

Cow Lane, 
Edlesborough  LU6 2HT

www.careysnewhomes.co.uk
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Rose to Swim the English Channel
At the end of August an Eaton Bray resident Rose Hawkins, 
aged 24, will be attempting to swim the English Channel! 
Rose has always loved swimming, having swam for the 
county and club whilst growing up.  When Rose said she 
wanted to take on the huge challenge of swimming the 
channel, we knew her determination and positive attitude 
was going to benefi t her. Not only in the commitment to 
a gruelling training regime but the actual swim ahead of 
her.  As part of her training Rose will attend Swim camps 
at Lake Windermere, Dover and Bournemouth. Her six 
hour qualifying swim was achieved on the 3rd June 2017 
in Bournemouth. On 2nd July 2017 Rose swam the length 
and back of Lake Windermere, allowing for crossing etc. 
the distance travelled was 24 miles. Rose entered the water 
at 4.30am and swam continuously for 13 hours. She was 
accompanied by two men in a small boat guiding her and 
feeding her every hour. This was a huge challenge in itself 
and a big incentive towards her fi nal Challenge.
Rose is combining indoor pool swimming with open water sessions. Tiddenfoot 
Leisure Centre have been very supportive allowing her to have a lane allocated for 
endurance swims to just her.
The Channel swim is 21 miles (shortest distance from Dover to Cap Gris-Nez) but 
there is a big chance she will swim much further (up to 35 miles) than that depending 
on the tides and shipping lanes. Roses expectation is to complete the swim between 
12 - 16 hours. A pilot boat will accompany her, with her parents, sister and cousin on 
to supply her with food, support and sustenance via a pole and net as no contact with 
the boat is allowed. The swim will be attempted wearing just a costume, goggles, 
grease, and swim hat. A wetsuit is considered a buoyancy aid so is not permitted. 
Some of the hazards Rose may encounter are jelly fi sh stings, sharks, tankers, ferries  
in the shipping lanes, sewage, hyperthermia, tide changes every six hours and weather 
changes. The psychological eff ect is every bit as challenging as the physical.
Rose is training every day despite holding down a full time job as a fi nancial advisor 
in Milton Keynes. The commitment and 
determination she is showing is making 
us all extremely proud. 
Although this is a personal challenge 
for Rose she is hoping to raise money 
for 4 charities close to her heart; Marie 
Curie, British Heart Foundation, Willen 
Hospice and Medical Detection Dogs. If 
you would like to fi nd out more about her 
challenge or sponsor her please use the 
link below: 
bit.ly/RoseChannelSwim 
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Our meeting was held in the 
Memorial Hall on 13th June 
when our speaker, Colin 

Oakes, spoke on the subject of: ‘Allotments and 
the Strange People Who Serve in Them’. Colin 
introduced his subject by explaining that he 
would be looking at the matter from a personal 
perspective and that working on allotments was a 
lovely occupation which involved fresh air, hard 
work and exercise. There followed a brief history 
of some of the different types of vegetables, 
for example carrots were originally purple. 
Apparently, the Dutch were the first to crop the 
orange carrots that we recognise today and there 
are also brown and yellow versions. Not only 
did Colin provide a history of the vegetables 
but he also gave an outline of the history of the 
allotment: which originated with the Normans, 
who ‘allotted’ land to the villeins; hence the 
name ‘allotment’, through the Tudor period; 
with the Poor Law and Land Enclosure Acts, the 
Victorian period; when in the 1840’s, land was 
allotted with the aim to keep down crime and to 
the present; with the role of the parish councils. 
Working on an allotment provides one with the 
opportunity of growing many different types 
of vegetables and accompanying the growing 
of one’s own food supply is the source of an 
enormous sense of satisfaction. However, 
allotments are not confined to the sole purpose of 
growing vegetables. Colin pointed out that it was 
fascinating to see how allotments were used as 
areas of relaxation, where people grew numerous 
varieties of flowers and constructed interesting 
sheds; many of which had interiors with curtains 
at the windows and the walls were book lined.  
Colin’s love of allotments was first ‘planted’ as a 
young child when his grandfather introduced him 
to the strange and wonderful world of keeping 
an allotment. As a student of Archaeology at 
Leicester University, Colin was reintroduced 
to the world of allotments but this time it was 
through necessity. Colin’s grant took many 

months to materialise and in the mean time he 
had to eat. He applied for an allotment and while 
Colin waited for the land to produce, he survived 
on mince, oval, melts (the lining of an animal’s 
chest cavity), rabbit, hare, hedgehog and road 
kill. Road kill is not a straight forward matter. For 
instance, if a pheasant is killed by a car, the driver 
is not allowed by law to take that bird. If however, 
a pheasant is killed by a car and that driver leaves 
the body, anyone else who passes by is allowed 
to take the body for food. 
After what seemed a long time, Colin’s hard 
efforts in preparing the allotment began to pay 
off and he began to reap his harvest. All this time 
Colin was asking his fellow allotment holders 
questions such as: what is this vegetable called and 
are you growing that for the show? Apparently he 
asked so many questions that he became known 
as, ‘Nosey Colin’. At the same time he began to 
notice that his fellow allotment comrades were 
rather strange characters. Homemade rhubarb 
wine was a favourite tipple on the site and tobacco 
was grown – for one’s own use, to name a couple 
of enterprises.  Allotment keepers are not allowed 
to sell their produce but there is nothing to stop 
them exchanging produce. 
As a student of Archaeology, Colin was very 
interested to note that the manure pile was a 
good source of seventeeth century smoking 
pipes and glassware. He made a great fuss of this 
fact only to discover that the source was not the 
actual allotment site but that the manure had been 
brought in from several sources and dumped at 
the allotments. As a result of his fanatical interest 
he was asked to go to another allotment site. 
Colin’s interest in keeping an allotment was 
obvious but he ended his talk with a warning that 
pilfering can be a problem. However, this state of 
affairs does not hamper the enthusiasm allotment 
holders have towards the love they have for their 
‘hobby’.    
Jackie Flint
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I am sure most of you will have 
noƟced the building work being 
carried out at the garage in 
Edlesborough, with cranes, lor-
ries, diggers and workmen in hi-
vis jackets and hard hats. What 
used to be Edlesborough Autos is 
now in the safe hands of the new 
owners and has for some Ɵme 
now been known as NMJ Service 
Centre. 

Despite the changes you can be assured that you will be dealing with familiar faces as all 
the old staff are sƟll onboard and hopefully you will soon start to see the benefits of all 
the new building work and equipment upgrades. 

The first phase of work we have undertaken is the steel framed building extension which 
backs on to the Scout Hut and Memorial Hall. This building now houses our new state of 
the art MOT bay which enables us to carry out one man MOT tesƟng and with the aid of 
cameras and computers you, the customer, can sit in the recepƟon and watch your MOT 
test being carried out on the TV monitor whilst enjoying a nice cup of tea or coffee. 

We have also started the process of upgrading the rest of the workshops with several new 
vehicle liŌs already installed and several more on order awaiƟng delivery. We will eventu-
ally have seven vehicle liŌ work staƟons, a great improvement on the four we used to 
have, and two diagnosƟc bays. We will complete the workshop upgrades with new 
lighƟng, Ɵled floors throughout and new workbenches and equipment to further enhance 
our already excellent service. 

From the outside you will soon see the arrival of a new sign appearing over the front of 
the building,and finally the recepƟon and office area will be refurbished.       

Many of you will have bought cars from NMJ Motorhouse and will be aware of what a 
smart and professional buisiness it is. All of us at NMJ Service Centre will be following that 
ethos and hope as a result your motoring experience will only be enhanced by dealing 
with us. 

If you need to make a booking or to discuss any issues please call 01525 222224 and 
speak to Ben or Bobby.                                                                                                                                       

EXCELLENCE IN QUALITY AND SERVICE 

NMJ SERVICE CENTRE, PEBBLEMOOR, 
EDLESBOROUGH, LU6 2HZ 

TEL: 01525 222224 
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Sleep under the Stars at ZSL Whipsnade Zoo
Adventurous campers can pitch their tents at the UK’s largest zoo this summer

Nature Night Camping – Saturday 5, 12 and 19 August and Saturday 2 September, 2017
Lovers of the great outdoors can pitch up their tents and sleep under 
the stars at ZSL Whipsnade Zoo this summer with a brand new wild 
camping experience. Running on selected dates during August and 
September, Nature Night Camping invites visitors to sleepover at 
the UK’s largest Zoo alongside its 3,500 animals.
Once the Zoo gates have shut for the day, lucky campers will pitch 
their tents and be treated to a fascinating talk on how best to spot the Zoo’s animals at 
night-time.  As darkness falls on the 600-acre Zoo, campers will have a chance to put their 
newly-learned wildlife-watching tips to the test and head out for a torch-lit expedition to 
discover which animals are still awake. Guests will then return to camp to settle down for a 
peaceful night’s sleep. With no need to set an alarm, the roars of lions, squawks of parrots 
and trumpeting of elephants will ring around at fi rst light. Breakfast will be served at the 
Zoo’s Wildbite Café before campers enjoy an exclusive morning tour of Whipsnade before 
the Zoo opens to the public. Overnight guests are then free to enjoy the rest of their day at 
the Zoo, as entry is included in the camping price. Limited spaces are available for this wild 
sleepover; to fi nd out more and book your tent pitch visit www.zsl.org.

Take on Nature’s Assault Course in UK first at 
ZSL Whipsnade Zoo this Summer

Brand new Bear Grylls Wild Survival Academy launches at ZSL Whipsnade Zoo 
From Saturday 29 July to 3 September, 2017

Adventurers searching for a wild summer experience should look no 
further than ZSL Whipsnade Zoo as it debuts the brand new Bear Grylls 
Wild Survival Academy this summer. From 29 July to 3 September, 
visitors to the UK’s largest Zoo will become real wildlife explorers and 
can put their Bear Grylls-inspired survival skills to the test with a host 
of invigorating challenges and exciting activities. 
The interactive experience promises to be the wildest event of the 
summer with visitors taking part in a thrilling assault course, learning 
how to build shelters and testing their knowledge in a wildlife ID quiz. 
Intrepid adventurers can also try a selection of wild foods, including fruit, herbs and even 
mealworms, to gain a sense of how foraging for sustainable and nutritional food sources in 
the wild could be crucial to survival.
Budding conservationists and youngsters aspiring to be the next Bear Grylls can learn 
how to track and study animal behaviour, just like ZSL’s very own conservationists, at the 
Observation Station. A number of fascinating live talks and shows from Bear Grylls Survival 
Academy instructors will take place daily for visitors to fi nd out how animals, and humans, 
can survive in the harshest conditions in the wild – with live challenges for the most brazen 

Zoo guests to get involved in.
If you think you have what it takes to survive in the wild why not put 
a visit to the Bear Grylls Wild Survival Academy at ZSL Whipsnade 
Zoo on the top of your summer to-do list? Find out more and book 
tickets at www.zsl.org.
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Elevation: 450 ft - Latitude: 51° 50’ 13” North - Longitude: 0° 33’ 34” West
2017 is becoming a year of records. April was very dry, May’s 
rain was well above average, June temperatures reached 30ºc plus 
on consecutive days. The month started unsettled with showers on 
the 5th, with the 6th being the wettest day in June. From the 12th 
we didn’t have any rain for 15 days, the total month’s rainfall was 
38.8mm that’s only 70% of the 10 year average. On the 17th the 
temperature started to climb to 28ºc and for the next 4 days we were 

in the 30s with a maximum temperature 32.6ºc, night temperatures above 15ºc and 
humidity climbing above 90% which made it diffi  cult to sleep.
In the plot below I have tried to shows the rise and fall of the temperature and humidity 
over the week when the temperature was above 30 degrees. 

Temperature Red Humidity Purple

For weather data 24 hours a day, updated every 15 mins, visit: w 
ww.dagnallweather.co.uk and http://bit.ly/weather_dagnall for this site forecast and 
much more. If anyone has a question, comment or wishes to contact me please email: 
david@dagnallweather.co.uk or telephone: 01442 843883. 
Dagnall weather now has an app for your ipad & iphone!  Just go to the apple store, 
search for Wunderstation  and follow the instructions to Dagnall Weather Station. Now 
updated every minute.

High Date/Time Low Date/Time
Temperature: 32.6 c 21 June 17.30 8.6 c 26 June 05.30
Mean Temperature 17.1 c
Dewpoint: 20.1 c 18 June 20.00 7.1 c 4 June 05.00
Humidity: 96% 28 June 06.00 36% 6 June 06.00
Barometer: 1026.5 mb 17 June 09.00 985.2 mb 11-12 June
Wind Speed 42mph SSW 5 June 22.30 Months avg. 5.6 mph
Wind Chill: 32.4 c 21 June 18.00 5.3 c 6 June 09.00
Dominant Wind: W

*Rain Days:10 (T), 10(R) Wettest Day 6th June 14.20 mm 0.559 ins
Monthly Rain: Total June 2017 38.8mm 1.527 ins
Yearly Rain: Total 6 Months 289.4 mm 11.393 ins
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The Gustav Sonata
by Rose Themain

The book group welcomed the choice of 
Rose Tremain's latest novel. We were all 
familiar with her work and have read and 
enjoyed several of her books in the past. 
She is a well respected author, having 
won many awards for her writing and is 
now Chancellor of the University of East 
Anglia, and has also been made a CBE.
The Gustav Sonata, although a relatively 
small book, tells an immense story. It 
manages, succinctly to relate the stories of 
two central characters, their backgrounds 
and their lives over the course of sixty 
years: whilst also fi lling in historical 
detail, making the book feel more rounded. 
Rose Tremain does not deal in superfl uity, 
every word she writes, counts.
The book is set in Switzerland. Its 
neutrality during World War Two and 
its post war diffi  culties makes for a very 
diff erent and thought provoking setting. 
The story's main protagonists are Gustav 
Perle and Anton Zwiebel, 
who meet as little boys at 
kindergarten. Gustav is a lonely 
child, whose father died when 
he was a baby, and Emilie his 
mother, seems unable to give 
Gustav the emotional warmth 
and love he craves. Life is 
a struggle for Emilie. When 
she married, her husband was 
the Chief of Police, but when 

he helped Jewish people to cross the 
border to Switzerland illegally, he lost his 
position and her life changed radically. His 
early death has made her life even more 
diffi  cult and she has remained embittered. 
She fi nds it hard to accept Gustav's new 
friend, who is Jewish and whose parents 
are wealthy. Anton is a very nervous little 
boy, who Gustav is encouraged to take 
under his wing at school. He is also a 
very talented pianist and his parents have 
great ambition for him. Because of his 
nervousness he is totally unable to perform 
on stage and every competition he enters 
brings more disappointment. Over the 
years, helped by Gustav's encouragement, 
he fi nds a solution and is able for a time to 
have career in music.
Gustav however, never leaves his 
hometown of Matzlingen. He is devoted 
to his mother despite her coldness and 
neglect and looks after her until the end of 
her life. His circumstances have changed 
and he is a wealthy, well respected citizen, 
but is still a very repressed, uptight 
individual.
The middle section of the book tells the 
story of Gustav's parents and this, together 
with the childhood of Anton and Gustav, 
gives the book depth and more information 
about the characters. It was astounding, 
how much the book managed to achieve 
in only 240 pages and left me with much 
to think about. I felt the book was about 

the innocence of childhood, the 
eff ect of events outside on that 
innocence and the waste of life 
when bitterness and acrimony 
take hold.
The members of the book group 
all enjoyed the book and thought 
the characterisation excellent. 
We would recommend it as a 
very good read.

Edlesborough 
Book Group



82

 

Monday 14 August - Friday 18 August  
10am —12 midday 

Come and join the fun 
Activities, Crafts, Cooking, Games, Outdoor 

Games. Picnic and much , much more  
For more information please contact: 

Hilary Chadwick 01525 222087; 07932 057490 

Email:  hilary.chadwick@salvationarmy.org.uk 



Quality Garage Doors

DIY kits available
Insurance work welcome

Council approved
Remote control gates also available

Unit 7, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton Road, Edlesborough LU6 2ES 

01525 220212
www.premiergaragedoors.co.uk

 Superb choice of designs in metal, wood 
and fi breglass

 Any size door made to your 
requirements

 Large selection of spares & fast repair 
service available

 New or existing doors converted to 
automatic

 Professionally fi tted by own expert 
craftsmen

 Prompt free estimates & advice
 We cover all areas

(EST 1984)



Large range in stock ready
to ride away

Service for all makes & types

Wide range of accessories

Free & experienced advice

01525 220208 4-6 High Street, Edlesborough, LU6 2HS.

From simple puncture repairs and general 
servicing to get the cycle ready for summer 
to fitting new racing gears and wheels, Janes 
have an enviable local reputation for keeping 
their customers of two wheels.

We have a large range of kids and adult cycles 
in stock all ready to ride out of the shop.

So, if you’re getting the cycle out of the shed 
for the first time and looking for a service, 
fitting new parts through to choosing new 
cycling accessories, drop in and take a look.

www.janesltd.co.ukBUY ONLINE!

Adult Bikes      Kids Bikes      Cycling Accessories     Service

Call or visit me, 
Andrew Janes, today.

The Clearance Mega Sale!

Up to 70% OFF
Selected Bikes.  Bring this advert with you.

TODAY

RIDE 

AWAY

ON IN-STORE 

STOCK

on
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