


The White Horse Inn
At Eaton Bray

Get involved with

Eaton Bray’s festival of beer, Wine
and accompanying food!

Friday 28th april to Monday 1stMay

10 real ales & world wines
plus sausages and cheeses
from around the world

great entertainment all weekend
Do you have a skill or hobby that you would like to

display at the festival?
We want to expand the festival and want to hear about your ideas,

please contact Tom at the pub by phone or pop in.

Market Square
Eaton Bray
Beds
LU6 2DG
01525 220 231
www.eatonbraypub.co.uk
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Copy for publication to the Editor by the 
10th of the month

Focus accepts no responsibility as to the 
accuracy or content of any advertising or articles 

published  in ‘this’ magazine, neither do they 
refl ect the opinion of members of the Committee. 

© Articles published in Focus may not be 
reproduced without permission.

Kindly Note
If the event you wish to advertise falls in the fi rst 
week of the month, it is advisable to get the details 
into Focus a month earlier. The magazines are 
not delivered from the printers until the fi rst of the 
month, therefore it takes a few days for them all to 
be circulated throughout the village.
Editor

Focus is online at www.thefocusmagazine.co.uk

Focus would like to remind contributors 
that the deadline for articles is the 10th 

of the preceding month

Eaton Bray 
Methodist 

Church

invites you to

Café 
Community 

Saturday 11th March 2017

11.00am to 1.00pm
Charity of the month: 

Church Action Against Poverty

Relax & chat with friends,
coffee/light lunch

All ages welcome (inc. activity area).

food for the body......
food for thought....

See you there

NORTHALL BAPTIST 
CHAPEL

Chapel Lane, Northall
(just beyond the 30 speed limit signs on 

the road towards Leighton Buzzard)
Everyone is welcome to our Sunday 
worship each week between 11am and 
12.30pm including tea/coff ee and time to 
talk together.

For more information contact:
John Hazell 01525 218142

Email northallchapel@btinternet.com

There has been a Baptist Chapel in Northall 
for more than 200 years. Today we continue 
to seek to worship God, serve him in our 
daily lives and support and encourage one 
another in the diffi  cult and the joyful times.
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Weekly
Mon-Fri
(term time)

Eaton Bray Pre-school, Eaton Bray Lower School, 01525 220468

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Dagnall Under 5’s, Dagnall Village Hall, 9.15am - 12.15pm, Mrs Ann Tobin 07816 
358342

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Edlesborough Pre-School, Edlesborough School, 01525 220431 
manager@edlesborough.bucks.sch.uk

Mon-Thu 
(term time)

Totternhoe Pre-school, mornings, Totternhoe Lower School, Michelle Urbanowicz  on 
01582 668841

Mondays Pilates, 10.45am, Totternhoe Memorial Hall, Lisa: 07799 893489
Mondays Dagnall Community Choir, All Saints Church 7.45 – 9.45pm
Mondays 
(term time)

Movement and exercise classes with a dance fl avour, Northall Village hall 2-3.30.Contact 
Jan 01442 864271.

Mondays Curtain Call Youth Theatre 5-7.30pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Gavyn 01525 220525
Mondays Curtain Call Theatre Group - 7:30-10:30pm Eaton Bray Village Hall, Sheila - 

sdtwinkletoes@yahoo.co.uk
Mondays KFPA ISTD Classical Ballet classes, 3+yrs, 4.15pm, Edlesbrough Memorial Hall, www.

kfpa.co.uk
Tuesdays Line Dancing, 1.30-3p.m., Eaton Bray Village Hall, Lyn Stubbs 220731
Tuesdays Pilates, 10-11am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Nicky Roussou 07861 162680
Tuesdays Totternhoe Baby & Toddler Group, 9.30-11.30am, St. Giles Church Hall, Ruth Allen, 

01525 222468 or 07796 265174 or email ruthallen002@gmail.com
Tuesdays Northall Baby & Toddler Group, 9:30-11:30am, (open in the Summer School Holidays) 

Northall Village Hall, Sam George: 07748 152379, Tracy Bennett: 07803 123318
Tuesdays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 

01582 620576
Tuesdays Beginner’s Boxercise, 6-7pm Dagnall Village Hall, Josh Thompson 07456 574405 or 

jtptinfo@gmail.com
Tuesdays 
Fortnightly

Coff ee Morning, Bring & Buy, Table Top Sale, 10-12noon, Salvation Army Hall, Booth 
Place, Eaton Bray

Wednesdays Pilates, 7.15pm, Northall Village Hall, Lisa: 07799 893489
Wednesdays Egyptian Dance Class, 7.30-8.45pm at Eaton Bray Village Hall. Contact: Soraya on 07976 

964316 for more details
Wednesdays Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club, 10am - 3pm, Northall Village Hall, 

Contact Anna on 07854 230243
Wednesdays Dynamic Yoga 6.30-7.30pm £5 Eaton Bray Coff ee Tavern, Keira 07936 693696
Wednesdays
(term time)

Caterpillars Baby and Toddler Group 10am to 11:30am, Grace Baptist Church, Moor End, 
Edlesborough, £1 per family unit, Frances King 01525 229 610

Wednesdays Pilates 6.45 & 7.45pm, Dagnall Village Hall, Andrea on 07855 138005 or andrea@
naturalpilates.co.uk

Wednesdays Art of Ju Jitsu martial arts class, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 7 -7.45pm ages 6-15yrs
Thursdays Yoga, Northall Village Hall, 11.30am-1pm 01525 377542
Thursdays Baby & Toddler Group, Salvation Army Hall, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 9.30-11.30am
Thursdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Thursdays KFPA Street dance classes 4+yrs 4pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, www.kfpa.co.uk
Thursdays Tae Kwon-do, Dagnall Village Hall, 5.45-7.30pm 07813 755785
Thursdays Clubbercise 7.30 - 8.30pm. Eaton Bray Hall - Gina Flitton 07846421756
Thursdays Intermediate Boxercise, 7.30-8.30pm, Dagnall Village Hall, Josh Thompson 07456 

574405 or jtptinfo@gmail.com
Fridays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 

01582 620576
Fridays Keep Fit class, Edlesborough Mermorial Hall 10 - 11am
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Fridays
(term time)

Kids Club 6:00pm to 7:00pm Grace Baptist Church, Moor End, Edlesborough (across 
from the post offi  ce) Frances King 01525 229610

Fridays
(term time)

“Little Luvvies” baby ballet classes 10am-11.30am. Contact Emma Whittemore on 
01525 376124

Fridays Stay & Play toddler group, ‘Musical Monkeys’ at the Eaton Bray Village Hall, 10-
11.30am, £4.50 for one adult and child, £1 for extra children/adults, 0-6months free

Saturdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Saturdays KFPA Musical Theatre classes 4+yrs www.kfpa.co.uk, 10am, Edlesborough 

Memorial Hall
Saturdays Bootcamp Fitness, 9-10am, Dagnall Recreation Ground, Josh Thompson 07456 

574405 or jtptinfo@gmail.com
Sundays Sundays  Worship at 10:30am and 6pm Grace Baptist Church, Moor End, 

Edlesborough (across from the post offi  ce). Barry King 01525 229610
Monthly
1st Monday Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, The Coff ee Tavern (except January-  

2nd Monday)
1st Monday Eaton Bray W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm. Eaton Bray Methodist Church Hall. Contact 

Margaret Jones on 01525 220991
1st & 3rd Tuesday Dunstable & District Orbit (social and charitable) Club meet at Dunstable Rugby 

Club at 8pm. For details contact 01525 222441 or 01582 755147
1st Saturday St. Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray Coff ee Morning & Plant Sale, 10:30am - 12 noon
2nd & 4th Tuesday TOTS, St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, 2pm
2nd Tuesday Dunstable & District Local History Society meeting, 7.45pm, Methodist Church Hall, 

Dunstable (opposite Wilkinson)
2nd Tuesday Edlesborough W.I. Meeting, 7.30 pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall
2nd Wednesday St.Mary’s Ladies Guild, 2pm, St.Mary’s, Eaton Bray
2nd Wednesday Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Lions Club, 7.30pm, The Coff ee Tavern
2nd Thursday CAMEO Coff ee, tea & chat, 10am-12noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
2nd Saturday Workshops Dynamic Yoga 9.30-11am £10 Eaton Bray Coff ee Tavern, Keira 07936 

693696
3rd Thursday Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
3rd Sunday Lunch club 11.30 to 2.00pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Chris Hewitt 222288
4th Tuesday The Filling Station, 7:30pm, Bellows Mill
Last Saturday Coff ee Morning, 10:30-12 noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
Last Sunday Messy Church, 3-5pm, Salvation Army, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 07932 057490
Other Regular Events
5th Beds Area Narrow Gauge Model Railway Club Meeting, 11.30am-4.30pm, Eaton 

Bray Village Hall
10th Leukaemia Research Coff ee Morning, 2 Dunstable Road, Dagnall 10.30am. All 

welcome.
11th Cafe Community, 11am-1pm, Eaton Bray Methodist Church
14th Dagnall and  Kensworth Friendship Club, 2pm, Dagnall Village Hall with Bingo, tea 

and raffl  e
One Off /Annual/Irregular Events
3rd Women’s World of Prayer, 2pm, Edlesborough Methodist Chapel
4th Great British Spring Clean, 10am - 12 noon, Meet on Edlesborough Green by the 

Village Sign
10th Age Concern Wednesday Club Quiz Night, 7:30pm, Northall Village Hall, Tickets £9 

from Beryl 01525 220868
25th Charity Quiz Night, 7pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Tickets £10 from John on 01582 

617847
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Police Contact Numbers...
making neighbourhoods safer together

General Assistance (Recommended Number): 101        Emergency: 999
Bedfordshire Police (Eaton Bray)

Leighton Buzzard Police Station/Kathryn Horgan: 01582 473411
Typetalk: 18001 01582 473418

Email: LPT.LeightonBuzzardLinslade&Rural@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
Th ames Valley Police (Edlesborough, Dagnall & Northall)

PCSO Jackie Dodson Mobile: 07800 703 524
Email: NHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

EDaN Community Transport
Viv Hill: 01442 842623

Village Hall Bookings
To book your local village hall for an event please contact the following:

Northall: Lorna Cubbage Tel:  07857 318696 Email:northallvhbookings@gmail.com
Eaton Bray: Norman Lee Tel: 01525 222831 

Email: bookings@ebvh.co.uk Website www.ebvh.co.uk
Dagnall: Elizabeth Coates Tel: 01442 842550

Edlesborough Memorial Hall: Penny Pataky, Tel: 01525 229358
Email: manager@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk

Defi brillator Locations
These units are registered with the Ambulance Services. To access them, please 
phone 999. You will be given the access code and the location of the unit will be 
confi rmed. The defi brillator is easy and safe to use. The units can be found on the 

outside walls of the following locations:
Dagnall: Red Lion Public House
Eaton Bray: The Coff ee Tavern

Edlesborough: Edlesborough Memorial Hall
Northall: The Swan Public House

Helpline: 07930987064
Manned phone hours:  9am to 5pm, 

Monday to Friday 
(An answering service is available for out-of-hours calls)

Call us if you want help with geƫ  ng to the surgery/hospital, collecƟ ng 
prescripƟ ons, minor errands, form-fi lling, leƩ er-wriƟ ng, small d-i-y jobs, 

walking your pet or other small needs.
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EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL 

We come to each Parish Council Meeting in the Coffee Tavern on the 
1st Monday of each month and spend on average around six hours 
each month advising and helping to run our village. Being a Parish 
Councillor in Eaton Bray Parish gives you a real opportunity to make a 
difference to the community. 

 
 
 

  Please come and help to run your village 
  BECOME A PARISH COUNCILLOR 

                                  
                                   The Parish Council is nine members of the public 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
          
  At present we have vacancies – will YOU come and join us? 
   If yes, please contact the Parish Clerk – contact details below. 

 
    You can also view our website for more details 
   

Heidi Head, Parish Clerk & RFO 
Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk - Telephone: 01525 221464 - Website: www.ebpc.co.uk 
Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on answerphone] 

        

       

EATON BRAY WI
 INVITE YOU TO A 

COFFEE 
MORNING 

THURSDAY 6TH APRIL
10-12 

EATON BRAY 
METHODIST HALL 

ENTRANCE £1 
INCLUDING REFRESHMENTS

CAKES/GIFTS/BRIC A BRAC/
RAFFLE/REFRESHMENTS

Wednesday Club 
Age Concern Northall

We require a volunteer driver 
and a conductor for our mini bus 
on one Wednesday each month to 
transport our members to and from 
Northall hall. It will require 2 hours 
in the morning to collect and again 
2 hours in the afternoon to return 
members home.
Full support training will be give 
for both positions, which are both 
important to the running of the 
club.
Interested.... please call Peter 
Barrow on 01442 842364 or Ken 
Coates 01525 220868
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Services at St Mary’s Church
SUNDAYS : 8.00am  HOLY COMMUNION
  10.00am  PARISH SUNG HOLY COMMUNION
  On Third Sunday of each month:

10.00am –  WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE a shorter, less formal service 
for families. (For anyone wishing to attend a service where Holy 
Communion is off ered, there is a Family Communion at 10.30am at All 
Saints’ Church, Dagnall, where visitors are assured of a warm welcome).

WEEK-DAYS: 
 Tuesday: 2.00pm  TOTS (Tots on Tuesdays) (2nd & 4th Tuesdays)
 Wednesday:   10.00am  Holy Communion
  EVERYONE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES

KEEP BRITAIN TIDY
 “The Great British Spring Clean”

3rd -  5th March 2017
Let’s join in and be proud of our Villages!

Join “The Big Litter Pick” on 

Saturday 4th March 10am – 12 noon
Meet on Edlesborough Green by the Village sign

We’ll cover as many areas as we can.
Or

Why not “do your own thing!” Have a street collection.
You’ll need rubber gloves and stout shoes or boots.
Contact Lorna: 01525 220361 for more information.

Sun. 5th Mar. 9.00 am Eucharist
 10.30 am          Morning Service   
Sun.  12th Mar. 10.30 pm Morning Service 
Sun.  19th Mar.  10.30 am Family Communion
Sun. 26th Mar.    10.30 am Family Service  
Sun. 2nd April 9.00 am Eucharist
 10.30 am          Morning Service   
Sunday School meets each Sunday at 10.30 am except when there is a Family Service.
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Church Warden & Pastoral Matters: Catherine Hayden (01525 220527)
Reader: Gordon Gray (01525 220136)

Website: www.stmaryseatonbray.org.uk
Facebook: St Mary’s Eaton Bray

I was too young to be aware of the Cuban Missile Crisis so, perhaps for the fi rst time in 
my life, it feels that world events are beginning to look scary. What a turbulent year 2017 
has been already, we have a new president in the United States making and implementing 
radical decisions and picking fi ghts with all and sundry whilst, here, steps are being taken 
to extricate this country from the European Union. Everything seems to be leading us away 
from stability and security; the lives with which we have become so familiar.
What is going on and how can we tell? We are told that we live in a post-truth world, 
that fake-news is rife. What, for goodness sake, is fake-news? Maybe it’s another name for 
propaganda; maybe it’s a new phenomenon, to distract us from truths the powerful would 
rather we didn’t know about or think about. The media don’t tell us – they seem to have 
their own agenda. It used to be that the fourth estate – the press and media – would report 
on events and expose crime and corruption among the powerful. Now the media shape 
opinions and tell governments what they should be doing; they have become all powerful.
For us ordinary folk, the people who are going to become the benefi ciaries or victims of 
our new political world, things seem so distant; after all, what infl uence do any of us have? 
What can we do? Is there anything we can do? Well, I suspect the answer to that question 
is “on our own, probably nothing,” but we can work together as a community for the good 
of everyone.
One of the great strengths of the community here in our villages is the mutual support its 
people provide for one another. When I look at events like our Carnival, organisations like, 
for example, the Wednesday Club, St Mary’s Parish Lunch, Salvation Army lunches, the 
work of our Parish Councils, the Good Neighbour Scheme, donations to the Foodbank, 
people who visit the sick and housebound there is so much going on here to provide mutual 
support. The people involved in those organisations may not know it but they are following 
an ancient truth known as the Golden Rule – the principle of treating others as one would 
wish to be treated oneself.
Jesus said, “Love your neighbour as yourself,” but the maxim was already 2000 years old in 
his day. People throughout history from Ancient Egypt, China, India, the Near East, Greece 
Persia and Rome have all lived by this maxim. 
The Golden Rule is an eternal truth; it is found in the writing of every religious tradition. In 
a world of lies, half-truths, alternative facts, fake-news we can rely on such an eternal truth 
and try to live our lives in accordance with its message. Do to others, do for others, for your 
neighbours, what you would like for yourself.
Do! Do, it’s an active verb – not something to be hidden behind the walls of our homes, our 
places of worship. Make the eff ort, get involved in making this an even better community in 
which to live. The world we have known may seem to be crumbling around us but if we all 
pull together, if we love one another, we can protect our own little bit of paradise.
Gordon, Reader at St Mary’s Eaton Bray
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St Mary’s Village 
Carnival 2017

Carnival Queen 2017
This year’s Carnival Queen and attendants will be chosen by draw on Sunday 9th April 
at 11:15am in Eaton Bray Village Hall. If you are aged between 8 and 12 years and 
live in Dagnall, Eaton Bray, Edlesborough or Northall you could be leading this year’s 
procession in the Carnival Queen carriage. The contact for Carnival Queen is Marlene 
Bennett on 01525 221378; see separate page in this Focus for full details.

Information for local businesses
Once again this is an appeal to local businesses as well as schools, youth groups, and 
organisations to be involved in the Carnival and have your organisation promoted 
during this event. The ever increasing foot print of the Carnival, with visitors from 
Aylesbury, Milton Keynes, Dunstable, Luton and Hemel Hempstead, is an ideal 
vehicle for promoting your business. As an 
organising committee we will work with 
you to fi nd the best means of advertising 
your businesses to the crowds who attend 
the Carnival. Here are a few ways that the 
Carnival could work for you:

• Advertising in the Carnival Programme 
– delivered to all the households in 
Dagnall, Eaton Bray, Edlesborough 
and Northall.

• Advertising in the arena.
• Have a fl oat in the Carnival procession.
• Have a stall at the Carnival.
• Donating a prize for the Grand Draw.
• Donating a prize for the Silent Auction.

All details of Carnival 2017 including how 
to book a stall, arrange advertising, off er 
prizes and much more can be found on the 
Carnival website:

www.stmarysvillagecarnival.com
For any specifi c questions or if you would 
like to get involved with organisation of 
the Carnival either by helping for a few 
hours on the day or providing assistance 
in the months before July contact  Gordon 
Gray on 01525 220136 or through the 
Carnival website.

The Salvation Army,
Booth Place, Eaton Bray

Weekly Activities
Sunday
Footprints (Sunday School) 9.45-10.45am
Morning Worship 11am
Messy Church 3-5pm
(Last Sunday of the month)

Songs of Praise 4pm
(3rd Sunday of the month from May to  Dec)

Tuesday
Coff ee Morning
(Alternate weeks) 10-11.30am

Music practices (all welcome) 7.30-9pm
Wednesday
Home League  2.30-3.30pm
(Ladies Mtg but all welcome)  

Champions Challenge Club (term time)
(Ages 5-10 years) 5.45-6.45pm

Thursday
Parent and Toddler Group
(Term time) 9.30-11.30am

Girls’ Night Out 
(1st Thursday of month) 7.45pm

Sewing & Craft Bees
(2nd Thursday of month) 7.45 pm

Ladies Fellowship 
(Last week of month) 7.45pm
For further details please call Envoy Hilary 
Chadwick. T:01525 222087 / 07932 057490
E: hilary.chadwick@salvationarmy.org.uk
W: www.salvationarmy.org.uk/eaton-bray
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www.unicornwindows.co.uk

Tel: 01525 854272
Unit 3 Youngs Industrial Estate, Stanbridge Road, Leighton Buzzard

UNICORN WINDOWS LTD
“WHERE QUALITY & SERVICE ARE NOT A MYTH”
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Professional & Local

All work guaranteed - not happy, don’t pay
Powerful equipment means drier much 

quicker than other methods
100% Guaranteed no chemicals left in carpet 

when dry therefore will not easily resoil 
& perfectly safe for children & pets

Recommendations account for 90% of my work
Absolutely no hard sell

Telephone Colin for a Free Quote

DEEP-CLEAN
01525 851 811

www.deep-cleaners.co.uk
Email: colin@deep-cleaners.co.uk

EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY
11 Cow Lane Edlesborough

Enquiries - 01525 221630  Appointments - 01525 220333
www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk

Dr J R Bell, Dr Heather White, Dr Stephanie Johnston
Dr Kirsten Riemer, Dr Charlotte Fisher

Friendly village Practice off ering a wide range of health services including coils/
implants, minor surgery, travel advice, in house blood tests, on-line appointments and 
repeat prescription ordering. Nurse Practitioners off ering acute clinics with same day 

appointments. Also, Midwife, Health Visitors in attendance. Local District Nurse service. 
Long established training Practice with a rotation of qualifi ed doctors.

EDLESBOROUGH PHARMACY
01525 223181

Pharmacist – Mitul Patel
Friendly reliable professional service at the pharmacy and well established delivery service 

to the villages. Professional advice always available.
All doctors/dentists/veterinary and hospital prescriptions dispensed.

Herbal/Homeopathic products available. In addition – Disability Aids, e.g. wheelchairs,  
walking frames, incontinence aids, Ostomy products, Malaria prophylaxis, Erectile 

dysfunction, Salbutamol supply without prescription. Flu vaccination available.
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30 Years Experience
Domestic & Commercial Security

Burglar Alarms
Redcare Monitored Systems

Intercoms
CCTV

Access Systems
Locks

Quality Installations – Competitive Prices
Insurance Approved       Free Surveys

       SECURITY
01525 378222

Email: sales@aaasecurity.co.uk
www.aaasecurity.co.uk

CERTIFICATE NO. NAC/G/2113

Interior and Exterior
All work carried out to the 

highest standard

For all your painting & decorating requirements
Domestic and Commercial

call Max for a free estimate with no obligation   
maxbro@btinternet.com

D & E HINES

High-Class 
Butchers

Quality Beef, Pork & Lamb
Grade A Poultry

BBQ & Sausage Speciality
Renowned for ‘Bunkers Sausages’

Telephone: 01525 220413
98 High Street, Eaton Bray
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Dominic Woolcott
Painter & Decorator

For a professional job call:
01525 229682 or 07747 042879

■ Internal & External
■ Plastering & Coving
■ Insurance Work
■ 20 Years Experience
■ Competitive Rates
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David John Harris

(Established 1992)
All Fencing Work • All Gates • Paving • Patios 

Driveways • Shingle • Hedge Setting and Cutting 
Grass Cutting • Turfi ng Specialist • Exterior 

Painting Service • Sheds Small Building Work 
Trees & Shrubs Supplied

Tel/Fax: 01525 221745
Mobile: 07889 143713

Barry Cato
Motor Repairs

Servicing, repairs and MOT’s arranged
Workshop at:

r/o Norfolk House Farm, Harling Road
Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Beds, LU6 1QY

Tel:  01525 221681 (workshop)
 07836 650015 (mobile)

Est. 1981

D NICHOLSON
PLUMBING REPAIRS

and INSTALLATIONS

MOBILE: 07976 975604
HOME: 01525 872335

City
Guilds
Qualified

NO JOB TOO SMALL
· Emergencies · Free Estimates

· No call out charges
Dave Nicholson

GYM &
TONIC

WANT TO GET FIT, HAVE A
HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE & IMPROVE 

THE WAY YOU LOOK & FEEL?
The following can be provided in our

Gym in Edlesborough or in your home
* A Health & Fitness Consultation *

* Personal Training * Massage *
Ruth Webb Dip. PT & ST,  Member of: Inst of  Sports 

Therapists & Register of  Nutritional Therapists

Tel:01525 223074 Mob:07812 163979

P. DYER ELECTRICAL
For all your Electrical & Testing & Inspection needs

Re-wires CCTV Systems

Testing & Inspection PAT Testing

Security Systems/Lighting Fuse Boards

LED & Low Energy Lighting Fault Finding/Repairs

Fully insured, Part P registered, all work guaranteed.
Fast, friendly, reliable, local electrician. For a free,

no-obligation estimate, call Paul on
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Patricia’s Cuisine
Catering For All Occasions

• Buff ets, Dinners •
• Christenings, Weddings, Funerals •
• Promotions & Business Lunches •

For Enquiries & Menu

Meadside Farm, 104 High Street,
Eaton Bray, Bedfordshire, LU6 2DP
Telephone: 01525 222174

•

• Chris
• Prom

For 

d idddddd

•••••••

p.j.brinklow
Electrical Contractor

01525 220469
 07860 781330
43 Pebblemoor
Edlesborough
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ESTABLISHED LOCALLY FOR 14 YEARS
Fully equipped Car Bodyshop, Service Workshop 

& MOT Bay

£10 OFF WITH 
THIS ADVERT

• New MOT Bay

• 4 Wheel Alignment & Tyre Fitting

• Specialists in Complete Classic Car 
Restoration

• Dealer Trained Technicians

• Ford, Vauxhall, VW, Audi

• Extensive Experience in Prestige Car 
Paintwork and Repair

• One-Stop-Shop for all your Servicing, 
Repairs, Bodywork & Maintenance

• Accident & Vandalism Damage

• All Insurance Work Undertaken  - We 
can also cover your Excess and 
provide a Courtesy Vehicle (subject 
to T’s & C’s)

• Mobile Car Body Repairs – Fully 
Equipped Vans that come to your 

• Alloy Wheels – Dents - Bumpers – 
Chips – Scratches - Scuffs

• Free Collection and Delivery, Loan 
Cars and Lifts when required

We pride ourselves on always being competitive for the right job.
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Edlesborough Community Sports Club C.I.O.

ECSC C.I.O are inviting community funding for 
the new pavilion to be built on Edlesborough 
Green.
All donations will be received with thanks and 
recorded in the Roll of Honour, but for a more 
visible tribute to your generosity why not Buy 
a Brick. You can have your name dear to you 

engraved on a brick which will form part of one of the walls of the 
pavilion and be a lasting testimony to your generosity to the Village.
All Buy a Brick donations will be recorded and kept separately. Should 
the Pavilion not be built in a reasonable time they will be returned. 
Engraving bricks costs money so we have had to set a minimum 
donation. We have also taken the opportunity to allow the Parish 
to acknowledge larger donors and corporate sponsors on separate 
parts of the wall.
You can make your donation 
and reserve your brick (there 
will obviously be a fi nite number 
in the walls) through our BT 
crowd funding web site https://
mydonate .b t . com/events /
ecscbuyabrick/ This also allows 
us to claim Gift Aid.
Donation levels are : 
Bronze Friend  £50
Silver Friend  £100
Gold Friend £250 
Platinum Friend  £500
Corporate Friend  £1000
President  £10,000
Edlesborough Community Sports Club 
C.I.O is a Charity Registered in England 
No. 1160939

Whipsnade Park
Golf Club

Studham Lane Dagnall 
Herts HP41RH 

Come and join our mixed 
friendly Club. Our course is fl at 

with stunning views with well 
organised golf to suit all

We have an excellent Club House 
with food to match.

Call in or phone the Pro 
shop on 01442 842310 for 

membership details
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A full/detailed copy of the minutes for Eaton Bray Parish Council can be found on our website. 
A hard copy of the minutes can also be viewed on the Parish Council’s notice board at The Coffee Tavern. 

 

 Meeting of Eaton Bray Parish Council Held on 
Monday 9th January 2017 from 7:30pm at the Coff ee Tavern

Central Beds Council (CBC) – Councillor Ken Janes
CBC Website: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk. CBC Customer Services: 0300 300 8302
CBC Email: customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
Your CBC Council representative - Councillor Ken Janes: email kwjanes@hotmail.co.uk
Bedfordshire Police
Your Local Policing Team: Non-emergency call 101 / All emergencies 999
Vacancy - parish Councillors
There are vacancies for Parish Councillors on Eaton Bray Parish Council. 
Being a Parish Councillor in Eaton Bray Parish gives you a real opportunity 
to make a diff erence to the community. To fi nd out more about joining Eaton Bray Parish Council, please 
email the Parish Clerk at clerk@ebpc.co.uk with a brief summary about you and your skills and why you 
would like to be a Parish Councillor. You CAN make a diff erence.
Eaton Bray – Neighbourhood Plan
UPDATE: Please see the Neighbourhood Plan report printed within the FOCUS magazine.
Church Lane: Planning Notice displayed
The notice and map posted on site are there to notify the public that the landowner owns the land outlined 
on the map and doesn’t intend to create any additional rights of way over their land; current rights of 
way are unaff ected. It does not require any action on behalf of the public but is simply for information 
purposes and to comply with the legislation set out by the government. You can fi nd more information 
about the section 31 deposits at the following web page: www.defra.gov.uk/rural/protected/greens and 
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1980/66/section/31 .
Traffi  c Calming: Road traffi  c accidents/incidents in parish
The Parish Council are looking into traffi  c calming measures for the parish. One area that 
would assist the Council is data on the number of road traffi  c incidents, i.e. damage to 
parked cars by other road users, which occur on the parish main roads. If residents could 
report any damage to CBC, ensuring the matter is logged and obtain a log report number; this data would 
be of help to the Council when having to show a need to CBC for traffi  c calming measures within the 
parish. Thank you. Link: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/transport/report/highways-fault.aspx .
Overgrown Trees/Bushes
Another reminder by the Parish Council that residents need to ensure their hedges/bushes/trees do not 
encroach onto the public footpath, or block streetlights; please cut back any overgrowth to your property 
boundary line, allowing free access/visibility for footpath users.
Next Parish Council Meeting: Held in The Coff ee Tavern (1st fl oor)
Monday 3rd April 2017 from 7:30pm

 

EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL  
 

 
 Heidi Head, Parish Clerk & RFO 

Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk - Telephone/Fax: 01525 221464 - Website: www.ebpc.co.uk 
Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on answerphone] 
 

Follow Eaton Bray Parish Council on Facebook and Twitter 
Keep up to date with what is going on in the parish
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Edlesborough Play Area
At the time of writing this report it is anticipated that the improvements to Edlesborough Green 
Play Area will be commencing in early March. Our contractor will be:

• Removing the central fence and bark chippings
• Laying new top soil to replace the bark chippings
• Installing RAPRA Approved safety matting and sowing grass seed.

When this work commences it will be necessary to temporarily close part of the play area for 
approximately six to eight weeks to allow the grass seed time to germinate. EPC ask that 
parishioners do not enter the area during this time. The main gate to the play area will also be 
replaced.
Neighbourhood Plan Pre-Submission Plan
The consultation period for the Pre-Submission Plan has now ended. EPC thanks parishioners 
for attending the meetings and their responses. EPC and the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
will now analyse all the responses, in addition to closely monitoring the situation with VALP and 
the CALA Homes planning application. Changes may be made to the plan where appropriate. It 
is imperative that EPC and the NP Steering Group follow due process, so as not to risk having the 
plan thrown out, which WOULD result in the villages having NO protection against even MORE 
and quite possibly even larger developments. EPC will then submit the Neighbourhood Plan to 
AVDC for approval. 
If AVDC approve it an independent Government Inspector will examine it to see if it meets the 
requirements laid down for a Neighbourhood Plan. If so it may then be approved. Finally, the plan 
will be put to all parish residents on the Electoral Register to vote Yes or No. A simple majority of 
those who vote is needed to determine the result.
We have to have a plan that allows for the building of the minimum number of dwellings required 
by the Aylesbury Vale Local Plan. This should then give us protection from additional opportunistic 
developments until the next planning cycle in 2033.
If we fail to get an approved plan for our parish then AVDC and the developers will decide what, 
when and where to build for the next 15+ years.
Dog Bins
As many parishioners are aware there was an issue with the dog bins being 
emptied in January. It is the responsibility of AVDC to empty these bins for EPC. 
EPC reported the issue several times to AVDC but to date no explanation as to why 
the bins were not emptied has been received. 
Should this issue occur again EPC reminds parishioners that poo bags may be 
placed in the green rubbish bins around the Parish. Poo bags are NOT placed in the 
Green bins on the village greens. Alternatively please take the poo bag home. Please do not dump 
it on or around the overfl owing bins as this creates a health and safety hazard to other parishioners.
Siding Out and Parking in the Parish
As you will be aware Bucks CC has devolved many responsibilities to EPC, this includes the 
siding out of pavements within the 30mph limit. In addition to this EPC have put extra funding 
towards siding out other pavements in the parish, including the following pavements: 

• From Pine Road to Ivinghoe Way
• From Sparrow Hall Farm to Northall
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Edlesborough Parish Council Contact Information:
Clerk:  Miss Penny Pataky      Offi  ce hours Mon – Fri 10.30am – 2.30pm (Excl. Wed)

Email:  clerk@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk   01525 229358   Website: www.edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/EDANParishCouncil

• The pavements surrounding the Travellers Rest roundabout.
Our contractor has been working hard to restore many pavements to 
a minimum width of 1.1m. Unfortunately this is not possible in some 
locations due to the road layout. 
Despite previous requests from EPC some drivers continue to ignore 
the Highway Code and EPC’s requests to refrain from parking on 

the pavements and the grass verges in our parish. EPC will forward 
photographs, with times and dates of repeat off enders to Thames 
Valley Police. Parking in this way is an off ence and obstructs and 
seriously inconvenience pedestrians, people in wheelchairs or with 
visual impairments and people with prams or pushchairs.
Edlesborough Memorial Hall Improvements
EPC are currently considering quotes for panels to be installed in 
EMH to improve the acoustics of the hall. In addition EPC are also 
giving consideration to quotes for the interior of the building to be 
redecorated.
Streetlights
Please report failed streetlights in Edlesborough, Dagnall and 
Northall to the Clerk for repair.  When making a report please ensure you provide the Clerk with 
the information displayed on the lamp post.
Resurfacing of Edlesborough High Street
TfB have advised EPC that Edlesborough High Street has been scheduled for resurfacing and 
lining. If you notice any other road markings in need of repainting please report those to Bucks CC.
Allotments
Edlesborough Parish Council currently has vacant allotments. Anyone wishing to take on an 
allotment should contact the Clerk. Fees are £2 per pole and plots range in size from 10 – 20 poles.
Speedwatch
The EDaN Traffi  c Management team are looking for volunteers to help with their 
new Sentinel device. If you have an interest in slowing down traffi  c in the villages 
or are concerned about Road Safety, please contact Louise Turner on 01442 
843123 or by email at louisefanthorpe@yahoo.co.uk 
Edlesborough Parish Council Meetings
The next Edlesborough Parish Council Meetings will take place as follows
Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Thursday 16th March 2017
Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Thursday 20th April 2017 This evening will include the Annual 
Parish Meeting where the council will review the achievements of the past year and set out the 
plans for the future. Parishioners are invited to raise issues and debate them with the council.
The meetings will commence at 7:30pm. 
All Parishioners are welcome to attend all Ordinary Parish Council meetings and may ask 
questions, raise issues and give suggestions during the Open Forum before the formal start of the 
meeting.  The full minutes of the Parish Council meetings are normally available to view on the 
website or from the Parish Clerk.
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Edlesborough Community Sports Club C.I.O.
The new Pavilion – current situaƟ on 
Summary 
The project to replace the tired pavilion on Edlesborough Village Green with a new 
effi  cient building serving sport and community activities and enhancing the enjoyment 
of the Green has been active since 2013. In that time we have many new parishioners 
and perhaps some who have been in the parish longer have lost contact with the project. 
It is the object of this report to help understanding of what the project is for, and give 
an update on its progress. 
Background 
There has been increasing concern over many years, often voiced by Edlesborough 
Parish Council (EPC), about the cost of maintaining and the suitability for purpose of 
the existing pavilion on the village green. Whilst the current building was erected to 
further the enjoyment of the green by EPC many years ago, it would not now match 
even the basic requirements, legal and otherwise, of sporting and other bodies and 
current building regulations. It is also not energy effi  cient. 
EPC faced a decision in 2013 on what to do next. Demolition was even considered. 
A public parish meeting was called and attended by over 100 people in Edlesborough 
Village Hall. A “post-it” note poll taken halfway through the meeting showed that 
there was no appetite to demolish the building, but also suggested a wide range of 
ideas for its future. A steering group was elected by the meeting with the responsibility 
not only of rationalising those ideas but also collecting views across the Parish before 
presenting recommended ways forward to EPC, based on perceived needs. 
The steering group collected data in several ways, including many public parish 
meetings, stalls at local events and circulated questionnaires. All results were recorded 
and the resulting documentation is still available. 
In January 2014, the steering group presented a possible design solution with some 
variants to EPC, based on a realistic evaluation of current and future needs as voiced 
by parishioners. 
What the Parish asked for. 
It should perhaps be said that views and data were being collected at a time when 
there was a heightened perception that Edlesborough village was losing community 
facilities. The last remaining village pub had closed and further housing development 
was being discussed putting pressure on other resources. The consensus of parishioners 
by a large majority was that the existing pavilion should be demolished and replaced 
by a more attractive and cost eff ective building off ering facilities for both sport and 
community activities. There was a general view that these facilities should be for local 
parish use and not available to the wider public. This fi ts well with the EPC objective of 
the building further enhancing the enjoyment of the village green. The recommended 
solution includes majority requests to includes changing rooms, accessible toilets, 
a general purpose or gym room, a cricketer teas/community café area and bar, a 
committee/card/meeting room and storage and support facilities. The combination is 
meant to encourage sustainable 7 day a week operation throughout the year. 
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Where is the design now? 
The proposed scheme was put to three parish meetings and some modifi cation made. 
The steering group agreed in general to continue their involvement in the project and 
became trustees of a newly formed charity, the Edlesborough Community Sports 
Club C.I.O (ECSC) which secured a grant from a Government body of £15,000 to 
further the design and legal processes required to prepare documentation and apply 
for planning permission. Having taken considerable advice from a London based legal 
fi rm, a local architect and quantity surveyor and following pre-application advice from 
AVDC, planning application was made in February 2015 and full permission granted in 
March 2015. The permission has a 3-year term. The project has been costed by several 
quantity surveyors, whose estimates vary according to fi nishes and local volunteer 
work. An average fi gure is £600,000, which compares with local housebuilding costs. 
It is the intention to use local tradesmen wherever possible and hopefully keep cost to 
a minimum. 
How will it be paid for and where are we now? 
A condition of the project is that it will not impact the public or local purse beyond 
the level currently spent in supporting the existing pavilion. This, then, supposes that 
grants or similar, charitable or local donations will be forthcoming. Major funders 
usually available to this type of project include the Big Lottery, sports funders such as 
the Football Association and Sport England, and local development levies, often know 
a Section 106 payments (S106). 
• The Big Lottery will not under their present rules consider an application from 

Edlesborough as it is regarded as an “affl  uent area” and should be able to fund the 
project by local donation. 

• The Football Foundation initially approached ECSC via EPC. They wanted to make 
the green part of their sports development programme, having identifi ed it as an 
ideal location for a regional sports hub. As part of that development they would 
have invested in the new pavilion. Two meetings were held but it became obvious 
that their plan would have restricted use of a considerable part of the common land 
part of the green and hence it was mutually agreed that it was not viable or desirable. 
Unfortunately, this also means we are unlikely to see funding from them for the 
pavilion. 

• Sport England have a substantial amount of project funding available (up to 
£150,000), particularly from a new scheme which opened in February 2017. They 
need us to show how our project will impact on sports and community development 
in the parish, relating to Government initiatives for sport across all age groups. Two 
of our trustees are working on an application but need further input from local sports 
clubs (whether they use the green or not), to show how sport can be developed in the 
parish with activities for young and old. 

• With the amount of development proposed or already completed included in the 
Edlesborough Parish Neighbourhood Plan it is likely that signifi cant sums will 
accrue from S106 allocations. This can only be spent on projects relating to sport 
and leisure and the new pavilion is currently the only applicable local project. EPC 
has identifi ed this with AVDC and S106 is expected to make a major contribution 
to funding. 
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• There have been successful local fund raising events including quiz nights, wine 
tasting, Pilates taster sessions, a fete for the Queen’s birthday etc. and more are 
planned, including a black tie Ball in a marquee on the Green in September. There 
is also a “buy a brick” campaign where donors can have a brick in the building 
engraved with their name or that of someone close to them. These events not only 
raise needed funds but further involve people in the project. As the current committee 
members have already been working for more than 3 years fresh younger help would 
be much appreciated.  

Summating the funds from these and some other sources we believe we have identifi ed 
at least 2/3rds of the required funding. 
Who will own what? 
EPC has off ered a lease to ECSC C.I.O. to manage and operate the pavilion for 25years 
as a sport and community club for parishioners and related sports organisations. EPC 
will own the building. ECSC are cooperating with EPC to fi nd sources of funding and 
where necessary to assist in their administrative processes. Under the terms of their 
charitable trust ECSC C.I.O. cannot own property. 
Conclusion 
The project to replace the existing pavilion is progressing well, if perhaps more slowly 
than many would like. From public reaction, particularly in local fund raising events, 
it still maintains an excellent measure of local support. It is suff ering from a lack of 
volunteers willing to spend some time working for the good of the village/parish, but 
never the less is expected to enter a building phase during 2017/18 and we hope to be 
able to show signifi cant progress by the black tie event in September. 
If you have some time or expertise that you can volunteer, and/or you wish to receive 
details of the ‘buy a brick’ initiative, and/or to express an interest in purchasing tickets 
for the proposed ‘black tie’ ball please email admin@EdthePav.org or phone the 
Chairman at the number below. 
Thank you on behalf of ECSC C.I.O. 
Ken Holloway, Chairman, 01525 221417 

Dagnall Over Sixties will be changing 
the name of the club to Dagnall and  
Kensworth Friendship Club as we now 
have a contingent of 15 from Kensworth 
whose club closed last year. We invited 
them to come to our meetings and now 
they have decided to join us, so we will 
incorporate them in the name of the club. 
Hopefully it will encourage others to join.
The March meeting will be on March 14th 
at 2pm in Dagnall Village Hall with Bingo 
and tea and raffl  e. Our April meeting is a 

lunch out to the Crosskeys at Pulloxhill 
on April 18th. Pick up from Dagnall 
11.30am, Edlesborough and Eaton Bray 
11.40am and Kensworth 11.50 am. Lunch 
is booked for 1pm. The May meeting is 
our Ploughmans lunch followed by the 
Ukulele Ladies entertainment on May 
16th at 1.30 pm in the village hall.
If anyone is interested in becoming a 
member please contact Rosemary Holt 
01442 843202. 
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Town & Country are delighted to announce the opening of their
latest office in the village of Edlesborough, covering the local Villages
including Eaton Bray, Northall, Totternhoe and Dagnall.

We are a local independent agency that has been successfully trading
across Herts, Beds and Bucks for nearly 20 years. Our other offices are
situated in Caddington, Markyate and Redbourn. We specialise in
residential sales and lettings of all values in local rural communities.

For a personal service from an experienced team of staff who always 
go the extra mile, please contact our office for all your home moving
needs. We look forward to working on your behalf in the near future.

Mark Bristow
Managing Director
 

in association with
fineandcountry.comTM

Tel: 01525 222 333    l    Email: edlesborough@towncountry.uk.net 
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Will KimberleyWill Kimberley
Garden ServicesGarden Services

01442 25578401442 255784
Phone for a free no obligation written estimate
wkgardenservices@btconnect.com

• High hedges a speciality
• Fences erected and repaired
• General garden tidy up’s
• In fact any job in the garden!

R.J.O’CONNELL
BUILDING SERVICES

EXTENSIONS, PATIOS,
DRIVEWAYS, ROOF REPAIRS 

AND PROFESSIONAL 
DECORATING SERVICE
TEL: 01296 681323
MOB: 07855 236726

Anne Johnson D.O.
Registered Osteopath

6 Moor End,
Eaton Bray

01525 221958
07957 250682

1495

Edlesborough 

 



29



30

BEFORE AFTER

Misty Double
Glazing?

KEEP YOUR WINDOW FRAMES...
... WE JUST REPLACE THE GLASS!

• UPVC • Aluminium • Or Wood
Because we replace just the glass the repair is a

Fraction of the cost of a complete replacement window.

mistydoubleglazing.co.uk
QUALITY GLAZING SERVICES

01525 876808
WE ALSO REPLACE BROKEN...

• Glass • Handles • Hinges & Locks
AND REPAIR...Patio Doors & Conservatories!

Over 30
Years

experience.
FREE

Quotes

Over 30
Years

experience.
FREE

Quotes
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WESTROPE BROS.

LAWN MOWER SERVICES
ALL TYPES OF GARDEN MOWERS SERVICED

THE RYE, EATON BRAY
Tel: Eaton Bray 220587

Painting & Decorating Plastering
Wall & Floor Tiling Door Hanging
Bathroom & Kitchen Installations

20 years experienceAll work guaranteed and fully insuredCall Adrian :  01582 539179     Mobile :  07789730580

ARC Contract Services Ltd

AARON FENCING
ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
FENCING & DECKING WORK UNDERTAKEN

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED

PERSONAL SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

7 STATION ROAD, DUNSTABLE, LU5 4HS

TEL: 01582 665779
MOBILE: 07798 927272

 For a professional service………….. 
 

Window cleaning
Conservatory cleaning 
Fascia & gutter cleaning 

07876 594186 

Established over 20 Years

Duncan Tomblin
TREE SURGEON

Forestry Contractor • Tree Felling
Crown Reduction & Thinnings
Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting

Stump Grinding • Site Clearance
Private Agriculture Fencing Contractor

Chipper & Stump Grinding Hire
Digger Hire

FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE ESTIMATES

‘The Best Choice For Your Tree’

12 Greenways, Eaton Bray, Beds

TEL: (01525) 221946
MOBILE: (07802) 410728
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Gas Boiler Servicing
Over 40 years experience

Have your boiler serviced by a Gas Safe
and CORGI registered engineer

Other services available:
Maintenance, repair and installation of all domestic gas 
appliances including LPG. Boiler installations, Landlord 

Safety Certifi cates and Power fl ushing.
Free Quotes, no call out fee, and free friendly advice on all of the above.

Edwards Gas & Heating Services
Eaton Bray

Tel 01525 220626
www.edwardsgasandheating.co.uk

stevethegas@orange.net225820
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Stuart Ball
Ceramic Tiler

Specialist
 at all aspects of

Wall & Floor Tiling
Over 33 yrs Experience

01525 229381

DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL,
CLEAN AND RELIABLE SERVICE,

 FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY ADVICE

* Plastering & Coving
* Floor Screeding

* Pebbledashing & Rendering
* Dry Lining

* Cornices & Mouldings
* Insurance Work Undertaken

CALL NICK CONWAY ON

Mobile: 07751 830716
Tel: 01296 688981

6 Cotes Way, Wing, LU7 ORB

Absolutely Plastered

Desktop Publishing
Magazine, Book, Brochure, Leaflet, Presentation, Advert

Design & Layout

PC Support and Guidance
PC Repairs

Home & Office Network Guidance & Setup

Digitising
Scanning of Photos & Documents, Slides, Videos, Archiving

Photo Repairs

Data Integration & Manipulation
Sharing data between applications

Automation of applications i.e. Excel Macros
Databases, Templates, Record Maintenance

01525 229695 (Edlesborough)
Email: enquiries@morenassociates.co.uk

www.morenassociates.co.uk
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Stephen D. 
Janes

(Established in 1982)

CARPENTRY, JOINERY
KITCHENS FITTED

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
TELEPHONE: 01525 220649

Neil Hodson Associates
BUILDING DESIGN

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING DESIGN, 
ADVISORY AND DRAWING SERVICES

From plans for domestic extensions 
to multi-storey offi  ces, commercial 

buildings and factories.

Structural surveys, site surveying, 
advice on building defects and 

Feasibility Studies

Planning Applications and Building 
Regulation Consents obtained.

24 HIGH ST TRING
Tel 01442 890894 OR
Edlesborough 222462

G & J Groundwork & 
Landscapes

Driveways & patios
Free estimates

07949 118011
01582 477568

Garry Tearle

DESIGN
Free CAD design of your bathroom. This will give you a photo realistic fi nished plan of your design.

SUPPLY
Come and browse our display suites. This will help you decide on the perfect bathroom for your needs.

INSTALLATION
Our installations are of the highest standards!

We take pride in making you delighted with the fi nished result.

We have suites in a wide range of styles to suite your budget.
Ring to make an evening appointment at the showroom

 or a home visit at your convenience.

T: 01525 220043    M: 07891 449077
3 Summerleys, Edlesborough, Buckinghamshire, LU6 2HR

W: www.jablebathrooms.co.uk   E: ableplumbing@hotmail.co.uk
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www.etctennis.org
Play tennis     Have fun     Socialise     Feel good     Join our club

Join via the website, or call Iona McLean-Hall on 01525 220562 for details

Website by Jupiterwill

Quiz, Beer Festival and a new Entrance Lobby. 
Oh I forgot the WiFi!

So this is what is coming up in Eaton Bray Village Hall. Let’s deal with them one at 
a time.
Quiz: The next quiz is on Saturday 22nd April, 7pm for 7.30pm start. £9 per person 
teams of up to 8.
As usual we have the master quizzer, Keith Blackburn setting the questions and after 
last October’s quiz producing a very tight fi nish we are hopeful of a similar result this 
year. The price will of course include one of our very superior ploughman’s platters for 
each table. There will also be a great raffl  e.
Beer Festival:  Friday 9th and Saturday 10th June 
The will be our 14th can you believe it. We certainly can’t until it comes time to start 
clearing up and then the age does start to tell!!! 
Our friends from CAMRA will be supplying the beer whilst we will have the same 
catering as last year, of which we only had good comments.  The entertainment will 
also have a touch of the old favourites in Jerome Chance and a new name in Tony 
O’Malley. We are sure that a good time will be had by all. Don’t forget that on Saturday 
afternoon we will have a children’s entertainer for the younger ones. More details in 
next month’s Focus.
Entrance Lobby:  Well as you know from the above events, we try and raise money 
to improve the hall and so the trustees have drawn up plans for a completely new 
entrance lobby, this will include a small extension at the front of the building to allow 
two sets of doors to be installed, keeping everything warmer in the hall, electric doors, 
plus new lights and obviously it will need new paint. The total cost is in the region of 
£25,000 and will be a very visible sign of the care and improvements we are trying to 
bring to your hall. 
WiFi:  We have now installed WiFi in the hall and it is free to all users, the password 
is available in the hall. We believe that we are the fi rst Village Hall in our area to have 
this facility which will be a great help to users (except on the night of the quizzes when 
I think I will turn it off !!).
Any queries or Quiz Bookings please contact Ross on 07974 715222  or ross.bagni@
btinternet.com  
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01525 
377751
enquiries@stjudesclinic.com
www.stjudesclinic.com

 

 
 

Free 10 minute advice chats with 
our Chartered Physiotherapists 
& HCPC Registered Podiatrists

Kennels & Kathotel 
Offering your pet a fully licensed Dog 

and Cat boarding service. 

Purpose built Dog kennels 

Individual Cat chalets with outdoor 
exercise runs 

All in pleasant country surroundings 

 

ILLUSTRIA 
Springfield oad 

Wellhead 
NR Dunstable Beds 

LU6 2JT 
 

Proprietors 
MMick, Denise  and Michele  Garrod  

    

       For a top quality 
 decorating job call 

Marc Flack 

01525 223166 

 

     
    Trading locally for 10 years 

       References are available 

General Building & Plumbing
(25 years experience)

• Roofi ng; Installer of UPVC 
guttering, soffi  ts & fascia boards
• Kitchens & Bathrooms fi tted

• Property Maintenance
• Fencing   • Patios & Block Paving

• Gazebos   • Garden Structures

Tel: 01525 221470
Mobile: 07946 626564

FREE ESTIMATES
• • • 

ALL WORK CONSIDERED
NO JOB TOO SMALL

N.D.S.
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Five Good Reasons to use Plumm Property
Private Offi ces - direct savings to you on fees

Local Knowledge - from our highly experienced team

Unrestrictive contracts - no lengthy tie-in periods

Marketing to outside area - attracting London buyers

Managing all your needs with a 1st class professional service

From Offer through to Completion of Sale

01296 660230
www.plummproperty.co.uk

Don’t be alarmed,
we’re here to help!

Established in 1999

e: info@plummproperty.co.uk
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January Update from the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
Not just about housing!
EBPC’ s Steering Group (made up of Parish Councillors and volunteer residents) are 
continuing to write the Neighbourhood Plan in order to protect our village from unwanted 
housing development.
We have been busy this month, the Environment Group continues their work collecting 
data on our bio diversity, reviewing green spaces, and identifying land that will prevent 
Eaton Bray growing into the next village. The Infrastructure Group has contacted utilities 
to investigate capacity (how can an overstretched drainage system cope with additional 
houses?) and by the time this is published a traffi  c survey will have been completed. Our third 
group is Housing, we have collected housing statistics and reviewed potential development 
sites in and around Eaton Bray.
Edlesborough Parish Council is working on their Neighbourhood Plan and issued their “Pre
Submission Plan”, below is an extract from our response to the consultation:
“Eaton Bray and Edlesborough are close neighbours and any future development will 
have an eff ect on each other, we have a shared doctors surgery in Cow Lane, similar 
traffi  c problems, we both suff er from poor drainage and fl ooding etc. We see the need 
to stand back and view future expansion across the two villages ... We would however 
welcome an increase in parking around the Cow Lane surgery.”
We hope you found this update useful and in coming months we will provide information 
of the further work of the Steering Group. If you feel you can off er any support please come 
along to our meetings. However support doesn’t need to be attending monthly meetings, 
perhaps you have the time to help with data collection/research.
Contact the Parish Clerk at www.ebpc.co.uk - please feel free to attend the next Steering 
Group meeting.
Meetings are planned for the last Monday of the month at 19.30 at the Coff ee Tavern, Eaton
Bray.

 

EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL  
 

 
 Heidi Head, Parish Clerk & RFO 

Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk - Telephone/Fax: 01525 221464 - Website: www.ebpc.co.uk 
Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on answerphone] 
 

Follow Eaton Bray Parish Council on Facebook and Twitter 
Keep up to date with what is going on in the parish

Women's World Day of Prayer
Friday 3rd March sees the World Day of Prayer service being held at Edlesborough 
Methodist Chapel at 2.00pm.Everyone is welcome to attend the service and enjoy 
refreshments afterwards.
The Christian women of the Philippines wrote the service on the theme "Am I 
being unfair to you ?", and it has been translated into 1,000 diff erent languages and 
dialects, to be used throughout the whole world, on this day.
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Dear Friends,
The fi rst day of March this year is Ash Wednesday which marks the 
beginning of Lent. Lent has traditionally been observed as a solemn time 
of self examination and putting our lives right, in preparation for our Holy 
Week commemorations and Easter celebrations.
My feeling is that this year, many of us are looking at the state of our nation 
and the failure of politics, both at home and abroad, and are questioning what has gone wrong.
We have seen and continue to see the rise of divisive attitudes increasingly strongly expressed 
on such subjects as Brexit and Immigration, covers surely for our own tendency to intolerance.
Many of us feel that it is about time for change, about time for some Good News. Yet we need 
to set our concerns (serious though they are) against the context of the situations of those who 
fi nd themselves in greatest need in our world. Our need of ‘Good News’ would seem hollow to 
any one of the millions of the world’s refugees fl eeing oppression, injustice or warfare.  Even 
so we are often complicit in withholding the means to help them.
You will see what I am getting at. The things that we moan about (and folk will know that 
I’m not averse to a good moan myself) will nearly always pale into insignifi cance beside the 
troubles, struggles and disasters which many people have to face on a daily basis.
Quite a number of people have asked me recently “Where is God in all of this?” My reply is 
that the God I know may be found at the heart of each individual’s brokenness and pain. He 
cries along with them and us. He understands our frailty for he has embraced our humanity, 
becoming one with us, his creatures, when he came in Jesus. Any lesser God, who did not 
enfold all his children (without distinction) 
with love, would not attract my interest, let 
alone my faith.
It is in the “suff ering, dying Jesus” that we 
may discover the “Christ upon the throne”, 
and know that as the old hymn puts it that “the 
travail of our spirit is the travail of his own” 
(Singing the Faith 188 v 2).
That hymn – “There’s a light upon the 
mountains” by Henry Burton, has long been of 
comfort to me during Lent and at other times. 
Perhaps the conclusion to its fi rst verse will 
answer our need of the Good News that it is 
“about time for”....
“Weary was our heart with waiting, and the 
night-watch seemed so long; But his triumph 
day is breaking, and we hail it with a song”.
Just a little longer to wait now, though these 
days of Lent may seem so long. May God 
bless our waiting in hope, for our coming king 
and His coming kingdom.
Nigel
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Come for Coffee
at St Mary‛s

For a warm welcome and
a cheering cuppa
each month in

St Mary‛s Church
Eaton Bray

10.30am – midday

Next Coffee Morning:
Saturday 4th March

THE FILLING STATION THE FILLING STATION 
A relaxed, informal way of expressing the Christian faith. Using 
mid-week monthly meetings the Filling Station has a particular 
focus on rural communities and we fi nd that the local church is 
strengthened and helped in many ways. We provide refreshments, 
authentic worship from guest worship leaders, keynote speakers 
and a relaxed social atmosphere. Everyone is welcome. Do come 
and bring your friends.

4th Tuesday of each month at 7.30 p.m. 
Bellows Mill, Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Beds. LU6 1QZ 

Speakers: 
28th March: Carolyn Bramhall, Heart for Truth. Helping equip the 
church to restore the emotionally wounded.
25th April: Ian McCormack, who was stung by lethal jelly fi sh and 
woke up in a hospital morgue. An atheist, his experiences at this 
time led him to become a Christian
18th March: Local Houses of Prayer Training. For more 
information contact Diane.

Local contact: Diane 07815 895501 
To fi nd out more visit www.thefi llingstation.orq.uk 

S
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GRASS ROOTS 

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS
NCH Horticulture

City & Guilds Garden Design 

A professional company working 
with all your garden requirements 

from design to complete landscape.

GARDEN SERVICES LTD
DESIGN I BUILD I MAINTAIN

01442 890265
enquiries@travelimpressions.co.uk
www.travelimpressions.co.uk

Suite 4, George House, 64 High Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF

Looking to visit New Zealand...
• Experienced Kiwi Specialist Agent
• Friendly, honest advice from an independent travel agency
• Specialists in tailor-making holidays to destinations worldwide
• Extensive experience to arrange every detail
• Using fully bonded tour operators
• No booking fees

For help with creating the best itinerary for you please call or email us
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St Mary’s Eaton Bray

Saturday 29 April 2017
12 noon - 3pm

Eaton Bray Village Hall
Church Lane, Eaton Bray, LU6 2DJ

Book a table for just £10 - crafts or bric-a-brac. 
Cakes, books, raffl  e and delicious lunchtime refreshments available, 

including our legendary bacon butties!
FREE ADMISSION

Contact Barbara Morton on 01525 852368 or email
at barbara.morton1@gmail.com for more information

Spring SaleSpring Sale

OPEN GARDENS OPEN GARDENS 
FESTIVALFESTIVAL

23 July 201723 July 2017
Wanted – GardensWanted – Gardens

In Eaton Bray, Edlesborough or NorthallIn Eaton Bray, Edlesborough or Northall
Would you be willing to open your garden for the day to Would you be willing to open your garden for the day to 

help raise money for charity?help raise money for charity?
If so, or you would like more information, please contact If so, or you would like more information, please contact 

Kay Griffi ths on 222849 or Gordon Gray on 220136.Kay Griffi ths on 222849 or Gordon Gray on 220136.
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CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT
7pm SATURDAY 25TH MARCH 2017

Eaton Bray Village Hall
Church Lane, Eaton Bray LU6 2DJ (behind the church)

Fish & Chips supper included
Prizes & Raffl  e

Bring your own drinks, glasses & nibbles
Tables of up to 8 people

Organized by Watling Street Club of Past Rotarians with 
all proceeds to local charities including Keech Hospice, 

Air Ambulance and Weatherfi eld School
£10 per head payable on the night

Pre-booking required by telephoning or e-mailing John Francis 
01582617847, e-mail hazelandjohn66@btinternet.com 

or Robert Doody 01525220492 e-mail r-doody@tiscali.co.uk

QUORUM
Saturday 8th April, 7.30pm

St Mary’s,Eaton Bray
The Milton Keynes based choir, perform 
a concert of sacred music following the 

church calendar through Holy Week 
Tickets priced £7.50 (children free) from the Box 

Offi  ce on 01525 222283
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1887—2017 

Service of Celebration 

Sunday 23 April 2017 

4pm  
Venue:  Eaton Bray Methodist Church 

 

For more information please contact             
Envoy Hilary Chadwick on: 

Tel:  07932057490; 01525 222087 
Email:  hilary.chadwick@salvationarmy.org.uk 

The Salvation Army is a Charity & Church.  Registered Charity No.  214779    
and in Scotland SC009359 

1887 - 2017
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Music@St Mary’s is delighted to welcome Quorum, a Milton Keynes based choir, to Eaton 
Bray Parish Church on Saturday April 8th, to perform a concert of sacred music for Holy Week. 
The choir was formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic individuals, and existed to provide 
services for local churches, Over the years the choir has grown in reputation, size and repertoire 
and now, under the directorship of Chris Williams, is 24 voices strong and, whilst still providing 
a limited number of services for local churches, also provides the weekend services at various 
Cathedrals, plus a limited number of concerts each year. Its repertoire is drawn from the less 
well-known composers of the Renaissance, such as de Morales, Mouton and Gombert, as 
well as continuing to enjoy the music of Tallis, Byrd and Weelkes. Most recently it has started 
to explore the current crop of contemporary composers, and has worked closely with Philip 
Stopford, and forged links with the American composer, Jake Runestad.
Highlights for the choir have been singing at Westminster Abbey in 2012, and in Salisbury 
Cathedral in 2014. In 2017 the choir has already sung at Leicester Cathedral, and is looking 
forward to a return visit to 
Coventry Cathedral, and then 
to Bristol Cathedral later in the 
year.
The programme of music for 
Eaton Bray will follow the 
church calendar through Holy 
Week and will include music 
by the Renaissance Master, 
Tomas Luis de Victoria, as well 
as introducing the audience to 
contemporary composers such 
as Rihards Dubra.
The choir currently has a 
waiting list for new members, 
and if you are interested, 
please speak to one of the choir 
at the concert and they will be 
happy to tell you that we have, 
in the past, spent more time 
in the pub than in a rehearsal 
on a Monday evening, and 
that Chris gives you a singing 
workout comparable to a 
boxing match, but that the end 
result is a very sociable choir 
that produces fantastic results. 
We all look forward to seeing 
you on Saturday April 8th.

St Mary’s Village
Carnival

Would you like to lead the Carnival
Procession and help open the
Carnival on Saturday 1st July?

Are you aged between 8 and 12 years?

If so you could be the Carnival Queen or
Princess we are looking for.

To take part all you have to do is
complete and return an entry form

(details below) and come along to Eaton
Bray Village Hall on

Sunday 9 April at 11.15am
when a draw to select the Queen, Princess and

two Attendants will take place.

How to Enter

Please telephone Marlene
Bennett on 01525 221378 for an
entry form, or download a form
from the Carnival website:

www.stmarysvillagecarnival.com

Entry forms should be
returned to Marlene by 5th

April

Music@St Mary’s – Quorum
7.30pm, Saturday 8th April 
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Since September there has been progress 
on several of the issues I reported to you 
back then. 
Planning for school places has been given 
a high priority, joint working between 
planners and education has started, and 
local headteachers have had a positive 
meeting with county offi  cers. 
At the annual Transport for Bucks 
conference a promise was made to begin 
work on an HGV strategy and I put my 
name forward for the working group 
which kicks off  in February. 
The local area forum has sent the proposed 
letter to the police and crime commissioner 
on the enforcement of speed limits in 
rural areas where signifi cant breaches 
have been evidenced by the speed watch 
volunteers. After an exchange face to face 
in the County Council chamber, the Chief 
Constable has eventually responded on his 
behalf in writing, which will be put before 
the next LAF meeting in early February. 
The proposals to change home to school 
transport policies for secondary school 
pupils have been abandoned, which is 
good news for the Division
The joint bid from Pitstone and Marsworth 
Parish Councils backed by the Local Area 
Forum to the New Homes Bonus fund has 
been successful and work is beginning 
on designing and building the footway to 
make walking between the two villages a 
much safer enterprise. 
A new 'Active Bucks' County Council 
walk has been launched from College 
Lake, every Wednesday at 10.15am free 
to turn up and join, very much like the 
Monday walk from Ivinghoe Lawn, which 
is such a success that it will feature in a 
County Council video. 
I visited the Greatmoor Energy from 

Waste plant at Calvert which I know 
several Parish Councils have also done 
recently, and had a detailed look at a risk 
management group confi dential briefi ng 
into how this can not only pay for itself, but 
generate revenue for the County Council. 
The fi nancial success also depends on 
maximising recycling household waste, 
and there is still room for improvement 
on that score. There are also big gains 
for the environment in no longer sending 
waste to landfi ll, and in safely generating 
electricity with lower CO2 emissions than 
carbon fuels.
I attend the advisory board meetings for 
the Aylesbury cluster of children centres 
and I continue to be impressed not only by 
the good work they are doing in Wing and 
Ivinghoe but also by their wide reach out 
to  and appreciation by all families with 
pre-school children. Where they have had 
to share sessions between centres they 
are hoping to facilitate more informal 
sessions on a voluntary basis.
However £500K of cuts for children's 
centres is proposed in the current budget. 
The County is yet again looking to reduce 
its spending by £46M in the next four 
years, 75% of which by 'effi  ciencies' and 

Quarterly Report from Bucks County Council 
Councillor Avril Davies - January 2017

Eaton Bray Cricket Club 100 
Club Winners

Jan 2017
 £25     Katy Scott
 £10     Ian Jones

Feb 2017
 £25   Tina McKay
 £10    Nick Pearson

Eaton Bray Cricket Club is kindly 
sponsored by Meadow Marquees, 

Houghton Insurance & Giblin Property.
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only 6% by cuts, but where effi  ciencies 
are not achievable, cuts are the result. The 
County's total budget is about £340M, 
of which £58M is in ring fenced grants. 
The £23M general support grant will 
only continue for the next two years, 
and although due to be replaced by a 
share of the business rate going to central 
government council tax will inevitably 
increase as the £46M of savings still needs 
to be found. 
A decision on whether local government 
will change in Bucks to one single tier 
authority, like Milton Keynes, more than 
one single tier authority, or no change at 
all, will be decided in the spring by the 

Secretary of State. 
It is going to be very diffi  cult to deliver 
public services at a local government 
level in the foreseeable future. The 
opportunity for Parish Councils to take 
more responsibility for their own locality 
is an attractive proposition for some and a 
step too far for others. How this will turn 
out will depend not only on the Secretary 
of State and any future Council but also 
on how a local plan or lack of increases 
the pressures on the environment, our 
quality of life, and our roads, schools and 
other services in our communities.
Avril Davies

Changes to Bucks CC Pothole Reporting
As from February 1, the County Council is encouraging all residents and Parish 
Councils to use its online reporting system to make them aware of potholes.
Signifi cant improvements have been made to this tool which allows customers to 
receive updates direct to their inbox on how the council is resolving the issue. If a 
customer who phones in feels that a pothole or streetlight defect presents a risk of 
serious injury, they will be put through to the council’s Emergency Team.
In addition, online ‘contact us’ forms have been created on the County Council’s 
website, making it easier to deal with enquiries. These forms will direct people to 
the appropriate page to assist them, alternatively there is a general enquiry form to 
complete if they cannot fi nd the answer or page they are looking for.
The forms are designed to gather the appropriate information required to answer 
enquiries at the fi rst point of contact as they ensure all the necessary information has 
been logged right from the start. Currently many emails sent to the council contain 
incomplete information, causing delays in response.
From March 1, residents and parish councils will only be able to contact the council 
for Transport for Bucks-related queries via the Transport for Buckinghamshire online 
Contact us form, our Online Reporting System or telephone.
These upgrades are part of a wider plan to improve the customer experience for 
residents and parish councils.
John Chilver, Cabinet Member for Resources, said: “These new online forms 
will save residents and parish councils time, by preventing delays due to missing 
information, while also allowing them to track the progress of their report. They will 
also save the council thousands of pounds, as it is much cheaper to respond to web 
forms than emails or phone calls.”
The Bucks CC wesbite can be accessed at www.buckscc.gov.uk
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In this series, we take a look around local villages to fi nd interesting 
and unusual heraldry.
THE EGERTONS OF ASHRIDGE
If you have been to the Bridgewater Arms in Little Gaddesden then 
you will probably have seen the sign that abuts the car park. This 
shows the arms of the Dukes of Bridgewater, whose family name 

was Egerton. It is a nice, simple arms, as 
were so many early heraldic shields. The 
description or blazon is ‘Argent a lion 
rampant Gules between three pheons 
Sable’. A pheon was a broad arrowhead, 
barbed on the inner edges – nasty. 
There is much heraldry connected with the 
Ashridge estate and a number of Egerton 
monuments are to be found at nearby Little 
Gaddesden church, not far from the pub.
In Ashridge House itself you are spoilt for 
choice. Above the entrance to the current 
building is a coat of arms in stone, with the 
colours delineated by lines and dots, which 
is known as hatching. Inside the entrance 
hall is a large stained glass window full of 

shields to earls, viscounts and dukes and supporting part of the roof 
are a number of corbels of fi gures holding coats of arms of families 
that were linked to the Egertons by marriage. One such is for the 
1st Duke, Scroop, who married fi rstly the daughter of the Duke of 
Marlborough (Churchill) and secondly the daughter of the Duke of 
Bedford (Russell). Such families are keen to show their allegiances 
at every opportunity!
The heraldry does not stop there as the Monks’ Garden at the back is designed with formal 
beds showing the arms of the relevant families connected with Ashridge: Egerton, Brownlow 

(later owners), Cust (the Brownlow family 
name) and Compton (maiden name of Marion 
Alford, ref. the Alford Arms, Frithsden).
To obtain the fi rst Earldom, granted in 1617, 
en-route to becoming Dukes, Sir John Egerton 
handed over a sum of £20,000 – worth more 
than £1M today.
Francis Egerton of Bridgewater Canal fame, 
was the 3rd Duke and is commemorated by the 
Ashridge Monument.
Next month: The Royal Coat of Arms – 
Whipsnade etc.

local heraldry by john hockey

Monks Garden

Plan for Monks Garden

Scroop Egerton (Egerton 
Impaling Russell)
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Eaton Bray Village Hall

For bookings or enquiries call: 07975 797 202
email: bookings@ebvh.co.uk www.ebvh.co.uk

Kids Parties – Special Low Rates
Includes:-

• Full use of the entire hall
• Free use of the kitchen
• Projector
• Sound system
• Lots of room for fun and games

It’s Party Time…
Great Location
Plenty of Parking
Wheelchair Access
Lots of room for Fun and Games

Room for Bouncy Castle Indoors!
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Churches Together would like to invite you to
an evening with International Singer/Comedian/Raconteur

Jonathan Veira
at St Mary’s Church Eaton Bray

on Saturday 20th May 2017 at 7.30pm

The evening will include light refreshments
and a retiring collection for Christian Aid

Please contact Chriss Hewitt on 01525 222288 or 07983153214
for tickets, priced at £10.00 each.

For further details, see posters which will be displayed around the
villages in April.

Catch a glimpse of JV at www.jonathanveira.com
or http://www.youtube.com/watch

Some comments from our December 2015 Ofsted report:

Children learn good manners and know how to
treat each other with respect.

Staff  are consistently kind and caring and this supports
children to develop confi dence and resilience.

Teaching is consistently good and children’s safety is
given the highest priority.

We are a committee run playgroup operating fi ve mornings a 
week 9:15 – 12:15 for children aged 2 to school age.

If you would like to fi nd out if your child would be happy here, 
please phone our Playgroup Leader, Ann Tobin on 07816 358 342.

www.dagnallunderfi ves.co.uk
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All Aspects of Grounds Maintenance 
Weed Control • Driveways & Patios
Lawn Care & Scarifying • Fencing

 Turfi ng • Tree Work
Snow Cleaning & Gritting

Tel: 01525 839622 Mob: 07876 500292
Email: spinneylandscapes@gmail.com

www.spinneylandscapes.com

www.vansarblinds.co.uk

  Free No Obligation Measuring And Quotations 

  All Blinds Made To Measure 

 Choose In The Comfort Of Your Own Home Or Workplace 

  Family Run Business

  Large Range Of Quality, Affordable Fabrics And Colours To Choose From 

01525 220477  or  01582 699565 sales@vansarblinds.co.uk

Make your house a home with 
blinds and awnings from 

Find us on Facebook

gaaaattttttttttiiiiiiiiiiooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnn MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaasssssssssuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnngggggg AAAAAAAAAAnnnnnndddddddddddd QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQuuuooottttaaggaaaatttttttttiiiiiiiiiiiiooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaaasssssssssssssssuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnggggggg AAAAAAAAAnnnnnndddddddddd QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQuuuuuuuoottttaaaaaaaaaaaa

McTimoney
CHIROPRACTIC

Margie Craib  BSc BHSI DC AMC MMCA
Human and Animal Treatments

Ashridge Farm, Ringshall, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1ND
Telephone: (01442) 842729

General Chiropractic Council Registration No. 293



52

Curiosity 
Creativity

Community

Spaces available, to arrange a 
viewing please call Dagnall school: 

01442 842473
or visit: www.dagnall.bucks.sch.ukDagnall School is a friendly, 

nurturing and fully-inclusive learning 
community, situated at the foot of the 
Chiltern Hills. We offer a unique, family 

class sizes and personalised learning 
delivered by highly-skilled teachers.

We provide a secure and creative 
environment where children feel safe to 
take risks, to challenge themselves and to 
develop their love of learning as individuals.

Spaces
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Established 1970

For all your aerial 
and satellite needs 

call Colin on

01525 374742
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Edlesborough School  

& Pre-School 

 

PPupils’ behaviour is outstanding... 

The environment for learning is exciting and 

stimulating... 

A real strength of the school is pupils’ attitude to their 

learning .  

                                                                Ofsted 2013         
 

For more information about our School, Pre-School and Before and After School facilities, 
visit our website at www.edlesborough.bucks.sch.uk 

Please contact the school on 01525 220431 to arrange a visit. 
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JAMES FALCON-CROSS
LANDSCAPING AND 

OUTDOOR LIVING DESIGN
ALL ASPECTS OF LANDSCAPING 

UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING 
FENCING, TURFING AND PATIOS 

TIMBER STRUCTURES
DESIGNED AND BUILT

VEGETABLE AND HERB GARDENS
01442 843258 / 07769 901325
ONECROSSFALCON@GMAIL.COM

S M Reilly & Son LtdS M Reilly & Son Ltd
General Builders & Contractors

Turning Your House into
 a Home Since 1987

All aspects of the building trade undertaken
*Extensions*Hard Landscaping*

*Windows, Doors & Conservatories*
*Fitting of Aluminium Bi-fold Doors*

*Kitchen & Bathrooms*Drives*
*Loft Conversions*

01525 221740 07970 637511
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Let your local RHS qualifi ed 
gardener make your garden 

beauƟ ful, from simple 
garden maintenance to total 

redesign of your garden.

Please call Barry on
01525-222451 or 

07541196384
to pop round for a free chat.

The 
Gentleman 
Gardener

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Local & Est. Brush n Vac

Friendly, Clean and Effi  cient
 Call KEVIN HING on

Tel: 01525 371592
Mob: 07940 528897

www.khing.co.uk
Member of NACS

D.A. Windows Doors
& Conservatories

23 Church Lane, Eaton Bray, LU6 2DJ

Tel: 01525 221051 Mobile: 07807 798387 
email: mimcavinder@hotmail.com

AUTHORISED SWISH INSTALLER
WITH OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Installation of PVCu windows, doors and conservatories
Replacement glass units and window maintenance

QUALITY PRODUCTS - QUALITY WORKMANSHIP -
REASONABLE PRICES

General building 
maintenance work also 
undertaken including: 

Facias and Soffi  ts Gutters 
Fencing

Accredited Member 
of the Incorporation 
of Plastic Window 

Fabricators and Installers 
Limited

Government 
Approved 
CERTASS 
Contractor

CHIROPODY HOME VISITING CHIROPODY HOME VISITING 
PRACTICEPRACTICE

Julia Reading, BSc(Hons)Julia Reading, BSc(Hons)
17 years experience17 years experience

* Corns * Hard skin * Verrucae* Corns * Hard skin * Verrucae
* Thickened/Ingrowing nails* Thickened/Ingrowing nails
* Nail cutting * Diabetic feet* Nail cutting * Diabetic feet

Please telephone: 0774 647 2781Please telephone: 0774 647 2781
for more information or to make for more information or to make 

an appointmentan appointment
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 Our fi rst service in 2017 
was a very optimistic cafe 

service on the second Sunday, led with 
his usual verve by Richard Armiger. We 
refl ected on the legacy of 2016 and agreed 
to go forward in prayerful expectancy, 
asking God to step into diffi  cult situations 
and turn evil into good. On the third Sunday 
we welcomed Roger Owers who took our 
annual Covenant Service. It was valuable 
to restate our commitment to God’s project. 
We were reminded that God will always 
look after his people but we need to keep 
the promises we have made.  In the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity, we were 
delighted that the Rev Wallace Edwards 
made a return visit in order to hold our 
monthly Communion Service.  He recalled 

the divisions in the early church that St Paul 
had worked so hard to heal and left us in 
no doubt that, whatever denomination we 
belong to, we can still be in union with all 
other Christian believers and together grow 
in grace. On the last Sunday of January 
John Enejo came to preach. He focused on 
the theme of prayer as the master key to all 
problems in life; sin will be forgiven and 
people will be healed. Prayer is an appeal for 
help and an expression of thanks afterwards. 

Date for your Diary:
Cafe Community
Saturday 11th March 2017  11am - 1pm
We will be delighted to see you if you come 
to join us for a cup of tea/coff ee and/or a 
light lunch.

CHARITY CHRISTMAS PUZZLE
It is with great delight that I can report that the total donated for this year’s Puzzle was 
a record £7,600, bringing the total sum donated to charities as a result of the Puzzle 
to £77,300. The fi ve charities supported this year - – Leighton-Linslade Fundraising 
Group for Macmillan Cancer Support, Prostate Cancer Research Centre, Thames 
Valley Air Ambulance, Milton Keynes Community Action Volunteer Driver Scheme 
and St Mary’s, Eaton Bray – will each receive £1,520.
This year’s Puzzle attracted 344 entries and a draw took place at St Mary’s Church, 
Eaton Bray on Sunday 5th February. Three winners who each scored full marks each 
win £30; they were John & Di Borthwick, Mrs Debby Horsman, DL & FM Johnson. 
A further fi ve entrants each receive £10, namely: Gill Kenyon, Frances & John 
Lankow (an entry from New Zealand), Pip & Richard Leese, Linda Press and Jayne 
Tyson.
A number of locals feature in the 20 Year Roll of Honour for the Puzzle.
     Liz Constable leads the table having dropped just 5½ marks in 20 years.
Other locals include:
     Roger & Helen Wilkinson in 7th place
     Barbara Gillion in 13th place
     Vivienne & Mel Grundy in 18th place
     Rosemary Shackcloth in 21st place
     Lorna Cubbage in 22nd place
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My grandson 
and I came to 
support the local 
p a n t o m i m e 
‘Aladdin’ at 

the village hall on the Saturday evening 
performance. Pantomime is my favourite 
form of Theatre, we try and see as many 
as possible during the season, both 
professional and amateur.  
From the moment we entered the hall we 
felt transported, you forgot where you 
were, the ambiance felt professional and 
exciting. The use of clever lighting eff ects 
both within the hall and refreshments area 
were well thought out and eff ective. The 
seating was laid out well and comfy too!
We loved the gauze and the projected 
imagery during the performance, the 
background music and sound eff ects made 
the whole performance very professional, 
the attention to detail was inspiring. 
The script was very well written, with 
all the aspects of a good pantomime. 
Some gags fell a little fl at at times, but I 
feel that was down to the delivery rather 
than the script itself. It was wonderful 
to see the ‘washing line gag’ which I 
haven’t seen for ages and also the ‘sing 
-along’ audience participation section 
with the ‘Wishee Twanky’ song was very 
entertaining, However, 
the scenes that stole the 
show was the cave and 
the fl ying carpet. Both 
sections used the gauze 
to create an amazing 
feel. Together with the 
amazing vocals, clever 
lighting and video 
projection we felt we 
were at a professional 
theatre, rather than the 
village hall! 
The principle characters 

really stood out, Aladdin 
(Tiff any Campbell-
Smith) and Jasmine 
(Kaytie Allen) both 
had amazing vocal 
skills with some lovely 
duets throughout the 
performance (you could tell they were 
trained)! This was a really big area which 
made Curtain Call stand out from other 
armature groups! Tiff any was strong 
throughout the performance with a great 
stage presence. Kaytie made the perfect 
princess and complimented Tiff any very 
well.
Malcolm Callaway gave us a sinister and 
truly entertaining portrayal of Abanazar. 
We particularly enjoyed the ‘New lamps 
for old’ scene and the moment he entered 
with the Frankenstein head with the 
googly eyes! 
Widow Twanky was played by Gavyn 
Lugsden, and he didn’t disappoint. Gavyn 
had the audience in hysterics throughout 
the show. From the moment Twanky 
came on the stage the energy was lifted. 
The jokes supplied laughter to children 
and adults alike with a perfect balance of 
sillyness and innuendo.   
Wishee Washee (Shauna Lugsden) played 
the part beautifully. She was clear with 

her delivery of lines and 
her comedy timing was 
spot-on..
The Genie of the Lamp 
(Reuben Womersley 
de Zaldua) looked the 
part. And although a 
little quiet at times, 
immersed himelf into 
the part 100%.
Carole Pollard (Slave 
of the Ring), gave 
us a calm, controlled 
portrayal of this 
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normally forgotten character. The costume 
was superb!
So-Shy (Jemma Sage) played the perfect 
servant to the Princess. Although Jemma 
was fairly young among the adult cast, 
she fi tted in very well and gave us a truly 
convincing performance. 
The King (Peter Hossack) again, looked 
the part with his Chinese emperor 
costume and long beard. Peter’s role was 
not a comedy part and he must had found 

it diffi  cult to stay in 
character and not laugh 
during some of the 
scenes.
The comedy police 
really looked great in 
their glittery uniforms 
and blue fl ashing hats. Each of them 
bounced of each other to add a new 
dimension to the traditional story. 
There were many younger children 
involved too, and it was good to see many 
of them taking speaking parts as stall 
holders or villagers. You could tell that 
they all loved being part of the show. 
On the whole it was a great evening out; 
a cheerful pantomime with a wonderful 
community spirited feel to it. I look 
forward to next year’s pantomime off ering 
from the Curtain Call Theatre Group.
Maureen

As we age it gets harder for our muscles 
and tendons to work effi  ciently and to 
absorb shock and load.  

Here are some really simple ways we can 
help our tendons stay healthy at any age:
• If it hurts, stop, modify or reduce the 

exercise or sport you’re performing. 
The old adage of ‘no pain, no gain’ 
does not apply to tendon injuries and 
the old fashioned approach of working 
into/through the pain has been found to 
increase pain and lengthen the duration 
of recovery.  Exercise must be low impact 
and strengthening work should produce 
only the mildest level of pain.

•  Work on the fl exibility of your muscles 
without overstretching them.  Self-release 
with a foam roller will relax and release 
muscle groups without applying any force 
or tension to the aff ected tendons.  A long 
hold of a normal stretch may not actually 
reduce your pain, but increase it.

•  Isometric exercises are often given to 
people after surgery as they place little 
strain on the joint, or in this case, tendons 
involved.  Tense the muscle for 10 
seconds, (whilst continuing to breathe,) 
and then relax for 10 seconds, usually this 
process is repeated up to 10 times.  It’s 
vital that these exercises aren’t progressed 
to shortening and lengthening contractions 
(such as squats or calf raises) until they 
can be performed pain free.

If you are struggling with muscle or tendon 
injuries, St Jude Clinic has a friendly team of 
experienced Chartered Physiotherapists who 
can help.

St Judes Clinic
26 Lake Street 

Leighton Buzzard
LU7 1RX 

 01525 377751
 www.stjudesclinic.com

enquiries@stjudesclinic.com

Top Tips for Healthy Tendons
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Our fi rst meeting of the New Year 
2017 in January, held in Eaton 

Bray Methodist Hall, was well attended.  
During the report of our December meeting, 
members were thanked for their donation of 
toys to the Salvation Army; a letter of thanks 
had been received.  The vote for WI Resolutions 
were taken. The majority agreement was for 
Alleviating Loneliness and it was agreed this 
should go forward to the main meeting to be 
held in Liverpool.
Our speaker for the evening was Victoria 
Poulton from Woburn Abbey.  This was her 
second visit and her talk on the history of 
Woburn was delightful.  During the winter 
months, restoration work is carried out, during 
the Abbey’s closure.  Tours for schools, give the 
children an opportunity to act as curators.  There 
is a great eff ort being made to increase the 
interest of tours at Woburn to encourage visits.
The evening culminated in social time and 
refreshments.
Two new members attended our February 
meeting. Our speaker Colin Oakes was 
welcomed.  It was a fi tting evening for his talk 
on ‘Coronations through the Ages’ given the 
day was the 65th anniversary of our Queen’s 
Ascension to the Throne. Since William the 
Conqueror, he reminded us that funny things 
can happen at Coronations. His talk was both 
informative and amusing.
Colin explained that at their Coronation, the 
Sovereign is fi rst presented to the people in 
simple dress. After swearing an oath to uphold 
the law and the Church, the monarch is anointed 
with holy oil or chism, and invested with regalia, 
(riches) and then crowned.  Mary Tudor was the 
fi rst woman to be crowned in her own right in 
1553, followed in 1559 by Queen Elizabeth I.  
Many coronations have been very elaborate and 
were not always held at Westminster Abbey.  
Colin explained the Stone of Scone, also known 
as the Stone of Destiny or the Coronation Stone, 
was used for centuries in the coronation of the 

monarchs of Scotland and later the monarchs 
of England. We enjoyed hearing about the 
sandwiches that some of the Peers would keep 
hidden in their coronets, and even bats fl ying 
around at one Coronation. Vast sums of money 
were expended by some of the Kings for their 
Coronations. Colin was thanked for a very 
entertaining evening.
A letter of thanks had been received from 
Emmaus with regard to the recent Rucksack 
Project. Our W.I.s contribution had helped to 
fi ll 36 rucksacks with items that were kindly 
donated from other customers and supporters 
of Emmaus.  Items that went into the rucksacks 
were warm clothes, hats, scarves, gloves and 
socks.  A range of toiletries from toothpaste to 
wipes to deodorant. Sleeping bags were also 
included. 
A WI coff ee morning will be held at the 
Methodist Hall on 6th April.  During the 
meeting in March requests will be made for 
cakes, and help on stalls.
Our President reminded members that the 
AGM would be held on 3rd April.  She 
requested off ers for help on the committee, and 
whether members would be willing to continue 
with their present support.
A questionnaire was distributed requesting 
feedback about speakers etc to help in planning 
the programme for 2017:
Dates for our diaries: 
3rd March - World Day of Prayer at 
Edlesborough Methodist Church
3rd April - AGM Eaton Bray WI
6th April - WI Coff ee Morning at Eaton Bray 
Methodist Hall
The March meeting of Eaton Bray WI will be 
held on Monday 6th March, when the talk will 
be: Collective Legal Solutions; Tax, Care and 
Toy Boys.
The enjoyable evening was followed by social 
time and refreshment.
Meetings are always the fi rst Monday of the 
month (except Bank Holiday when it is the 
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second Monday). The Meetings commence at 
7.30 pm and are held in Eaton Bray Methodist 
Hall. The contact for Eaton Bray WI is:  
Margaret Jones, on 01525 220991.   

A warm and friendly welcome awaits new 
members.  At each meeting there is an 
interesting speaker or demonstration, followed 
by social time and refreshments.  

If you are new to Edlesborough Parish or indeed 
even if you have lived here for some time, you 
may not know about the Edlesborough Rose. 
You will however, certainly have seen its 
image atop our lovely village signs and also 
part of the Edlesborough School logo which is 
emblazoned on the children’s jumpers.
The Edlesborough Rose is a unique medieval 
memorial brass which has been associated with 
the history of Edlesborough Church for many 
centuries.  It has travelled a bit in its time having 
had stays in both Pitstone Church and Ashridge 
House chapel during the 19th & early 20th 
centuries, and more recently it has languished 
for 33 years in a bank vault in Bedford where 
it was taken for safekeeping after the theft of 
another brass from the church.  
As those 33 years ticked by, the memories of 
those who had placed the brass there or who had 
been active in the church at that time, grew dim, 
and when the newly reformed Friends group 
started to ask, there was no direct answer to 
the question of the Rose Brass’s whereabouts; 
hence began a four year Quest to fi nd this 

precious artefact.
There were many 
twists and turns 
with hopes being 
raised and dashed 
in those four 
years.  Numerous 
local people 
were quizzed and 
former employees 
of the Redundant 
Churches Fund, 
and current 
offi  cers of 
the Churches 

Conservation Trust that succeeded it, were 
minutely questioned.  Many theories were put 
forward but one by one they were discounted or 
brought forth no success.  Then, in the autumn 
of 2016 a new employee arrived at the CCT,  a 
lovely lady called Rachel who, fascinated by 
ancient churches and always enjoying a good 
mystery, took it upon herself to delve the depths 
of the CCT’s archives. Here, with great tenacity 
and the determination to succeed, she fi nally 
found the necessary documents to prove to the 
Bank that the brass had been lodged with them.  
Thereafter, it was not exactly plain-sailing but 
fi nally in January of this year she was able to 
reclaim the brass!
The long-term future of this precious item has 
not been decided, but the Friends of the Church 
on the Hill hope to bring it home at least for a 
temporary stay during the Heritage Open Days 
7-10 September.  More information about our 
plans and about the brass, its importance and 
signifi cance, will be made available in Focus 
in the intervening months.  In the meanwhile 
let’s rejoice that this important part of our local 
heritage has been restored to us!
Catherine Hayden

The Edlesborough Rose

Dunstable & District
Local History Society

Tuesday 14 March, 7.45pm
A Barron Knight's Tale

Amusing showbiz anecdotes from Butch 
Baker, lead guitarist, song-writer and 

vocalist with the locally based group, the 
Barron Knights, whose record Call Up 

The Groups was a smash hit in 1964. His 
talk follows the society's annual meeting.
Methodist Church Hall, Dunstable

Visitors always welcome £2
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Some things come back to haunt 
you. An evening out with the boys 
when you had that Vindaloo just to 

appear cool to your mates. The fi erce argument 
with that other driver in the BMW who turns 
out to be the chap sitting in the chair when 
you walk in for your job interview later that 
morning. Or the time you said to your kids 'the 
day I start dribbling down my cheek when I'm 
asleep, then put me in a home'. I sometimes 
regret the latter, but then the staff  here are very 
nice and the tea is hot. Unlike most of the other 
residents. So when, at the tennis club AGM 
last week (I was given an escorted evening 
visit out...) I was asked to make a return to my 
days of penning creative drivel on behalf of 
the club for Focus, I jumped at the chance, for 
it could now be me that did the haunting. I'm 
usually a very friendly ghost, except of course 
when it comes to quiz nights and my team 
don't win, but the quiz master's best mates do. 
But I don't hold grudges. Not for more than a 
couple of decades anyway.
So here I am, having agreed to accept the 
challenge, but forgetting that I was fl ying to 
Montreal the next week to visit my son, whilst 
he recuperates from a broken leg sustained 
after slipping on ice whilst walking his dog. 
My principal role here? To walk the dog. 
Great. It's minus 15 here today (that's without 
the wind chill factor...) and I'm just back from 
an hour and and half's walk, and despite being 
wrapped up like an Eskimo who's suff ering 
from a particularly nasty chill, I now have 
several less bodily extremities than I left with. 
One of the dog's  boots came off ,  she tried 
to attack a postman, scared several young 
mothers with pushchairs, and presented me 
with my very fi rst opportunity to use a 'pooper-
scooper' which I did not master the art of as 
successfully as I would have liked. Despite 
this I'm being sent out again later. So I now 
have just ten minutes to complete this article. 

What was it about again?
Oh yes, the tennis club. Sorry.
So quickly, the AGM went well, with a good 
20 attendees. Well some of them were good. 
We could still do with a few more 'younger' 
folk to join our committee, so if you've still 
got most of your faculties and aren't addicted 
to Santogen, then please do get in touch, we'd 
love to hear from you. You certainly don't need 
to be good at tennis, very few of us are. In fact 
most of us just watch it on Eurosport and talk 
about it down the pub later. Our junior section 
is absolutely thriving though, with anything up 
to 15 teams (depending on who you talk to) 
due to compete in various league competitions 
this year. Senior social tennis continues on 
Tuesday evenings and Sunday mornings, and 
the Mike Venn Trophy is, as we speak, being 
played out over the winter period by our more 
hardy players. Hardy my hat, they should try 
playing here, I've just seen a snow plough 
the size of a jumbo jet thunder down Rue de 
Verdun spraying snow into a 40 tonne tipper 
truck alongside,  both followed by a further 
5 trucks awaiting their turn to run sidecar. It 
has to turn minus 30 here before they put their 
barbecues away.
Right I think that will have to do for now, the 
dog is looking anxious, but not as anxious as I 
am. More tennis news in next month's edition 
when I get back and fi nd out what exactly has 
been going on. In the meantime, it's goodnight 
from the dog, and it's goodnight from me. 
Goodnight.
If you'd like any further information about the 
club, then please visit our website (I've no idea 
what the address is so you'll have to Google 
it), or call one of the committee members - I 
cant remember who they are but their names 
are on the website. Or if all else fails you can 
call me on 07783 667338. I've not been much 
help have I? Get down, Shep!!!
Andy J Cross
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Call us today on: 01442 210047
or email: skiporders@wasteking.co.uk

www.wasteking.co.uk

Recycling today for tomorrow...

The Complete Waste 
Management Service

Local
Skip Hire

Nationwide
Grab Hire

Man & Van
Rubbish 

Clearance
Sweeper

Hire

Unit 25, Airfield Industrial Estate, Long Marston, Cheddington HP23 4QR
Waste carrier CBDU93920 - Transfer Site License 402839

94% of all the 

waste we collect 

is recycled

Stay & Play
Toddler 
Group 

Musical Musical 
MonkeysMonkeys

Eaton Bray Village Hall 
10-11.30am on Fridays 
£4.50 for one adult and child
£1 for extra children/adults

0-6 months free

What: Fitness4Fun with Kay 
Where: Edlesborough Memorial Hall 
When: Every Friday, 10:00-11:00 am 

Why not give it a go?   Only £5 per 
week for one hour of fun fitness.  
Pay-as-you-go, come when you can. 

Get those muscles working!  Tone 
and strengthen arms, legs, bums 
and tums – you’ll look and feel 
great. 

No need to book – just show up. 

Come along and join our friendly 
group.   
Everyone welcome.    
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There was a time when no self-respecting 
restaurant or gastropub would dare to not 
have sticky toff ee pudding on its menu. 
Luckily, this classic dessert has survived 
being so ubiquitous and remains one of 
my absolute personal favourites. This 
version has been created by chef Adam 
Whitlock, who holds two AA Rosettes 
at Gilbey’s Restaurant in Amersham. His 
pudding is bouncy and fl uff y and sits in 
the moreish butterscotch sauce. Plus 
with all those dates, surely it can count 
as one of our fi ve-a-day? You can make 
everything in advance if you want and just 
give the pudding and sauce a quick blitz in 
the microwave before serving.
This will serve 4 and a few more so freeze 
any that you have left over.
Ingredients
225g butter
225g soft brown sugar
225g self-raising fl our
225g pitted dates
4 eggs
290ml boiling water
2tsp bicarbonate of soda

Method
First, rehydrate the pitted dates in the 
boiling water. Once they have plumped 
up, pop them in a food processor to chop 
them up. Failing that, chop them fi nely 
with a sharp knife.
Melt the butter on a low heat in a pan 
or in a microwave and mix all the cake 
ingredients, including the dates.
Prepare a large square baking tin by lining 
it with greaseproof paper, pour in the 
cake mix and bake in a pre-heated oven 
at 150C/ Gas Mark 3 for around 35-30 
minutes. You’ll know it’s ready when it is 
nice and golden, risen and a skewer comes 
out of it clean.
To make the butterscotch sauce, mix 
together 1 tablespoon of black treacle, 1 
pint of double cream and 55g light brown 
sugar. Bring to a gentle boil and leave it 
to simmer until it starts to thicken. When 
the right consistency is reached, pass it 
through a sieve to take out any impurities.
Cut the sponge into rectangles and serve 
them on top of a really good drizzle of the 
sauce in deep bowls. 

Hear wonderful recipes 
on Nick Coff er’s 
Weekend Kitchen every 
Sunday morning on BBC 
Three Counties radio 
at 11am. You can also 
join Nick every weekday 
afternoon at midday for 
brilliant local guests 
with great stories to tell 
and all the music you 
want for your early 
afternoon.

Traditional Sticky Toffee Pudding 
with Butterscotch Sauce
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Edlesborough Dental Practice
Telephone: 01525 223175

11 Cow lane, Edlesborough, LU62HT

www.flossandsmile.co.uk
HOME VISITS AVAILABLE ON FRIDAYS

EMERGENCY TEXT TO : 07590035899.

General Family Dentistry *Crowns *Bridges *Dentures *Smile Makeovers
*Tooth Whitening *Tooth straightening *Implants *Botox

*Hygienist *Sedation *0% Finance

The Clear Alternative
to Braces

Implants

"Excellent
experience.
I nearly fell
asleep whilst
having my
fillings done!
Very reassuring
- no rush.

I was made to
feel completely

at ease .
Thank you!"

- R.R

"Without doubt
the most

competent,
gentle & lovely
dentist…’

‘..friendly warm
manner

instantly put
me at ease.

I would highly
recommend
this practice ‘
-M.C

Dentist :
Dr A. Johar

GDC number : 111350

Hygienist:
Mrs Jane Shrowder
GDC number : 2344

AA JR
BUILDING SERVICES

Mobile: 07931 308306  Tel: 01582 475428
Email: ajrbuildingservices@hotmail.com

.Kitchens & Bathrooms. Refurbishments. Garage Conversions & Extensions. Plastering, Painting & Decorating. Wall and Floor Tiling. Patios and Fencing. Fascias & Soffits. General Maintenance

All aspects of building 
work undertaken:

F R E E  Q U O T A T I O N S

z z z z z z

Over 25 years experience
Friendly and Reliable 

Service
Fully insured

UNMARKED VEHICLES
For further information please call or email 

amccellandpestcontrol33@gmail.com

specialists in: wasps - bees - ants
hornets - fl eas - cockroaches - bed 
bugs - pigeons - magpies - rabbits

rats - mice - moles - squirrels
foxes - mink - feral cats

FOR FAST RESPONSE CALL:
Mobile 0777 494 8415
Offi  ce 01582 872158
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Leighton
Plumbing & Heating
Oil fi red boilers 
service, repairs 
& installations
All other aspects of plumbing 

& heating undertaken

Oftec registered & insured

01525 385250
07774 567472
11 Woodman Close
Leighton Buzzard

Beds
LU7 3NU

leighton-plumbing@ntlworld.com

Call today to have your oven, hob, extractor or 
Aga professionally cleaned

Contact Paul Joyce: Tel 01525 792761
  Mob 07808 580718

pauljoyce@ovenwizards.com
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The perfect place for
any occasion....

Accommodation - offering a variety of
rooms/suites

Breakfast, lunch or dinner
in our Henry’s restaurant
Sunday Lunch
Meetings
Wedding Packages
Private Functions
Funeral Receptions
Christmas & New Year Parties

For more information on what we offer,
please call us on

01582 662201
or visit our website.

The Old Palace Lodge Hotel,
Church Street, Dunstable, Beds Lu5 4Rt
www.oldpalacelodge.com
conference@mgmhotels.co.uk • tel: 01582
662201
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Anderton
Electrics

Keepin
g you

 wire
d up.

www.andertonelectrics.co.uk

� Free quotations, no obligations
� Emergency Work – day or night
� Domestic or Commercial
� A name you can trust 

FREE NO
OBLIGATION
QUOTATIONS

Contact James direct on:

Mobile: 07771 698 151
Office: 01582 343 123

Email: james@andertonelectrics.co.uk

See our feedback on Check a trade
www.checkatrade.com/andertonelectrics
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D Scott and Sons
Home Services Limited

Plumbing and Heating Specialists

www.dscottandsons.com

 contact us now on 
01525 791563
07921 670437

Other services...
We offer a full range of 
plumbing services including 
full bathroom refits, shower 
replacements, kitchen 
appliance installations, 
sinks, taps, traps & drainage.

24/7 
Call Out

Boiler Repair

Boiler Installations

Powerflushing

Annual Servicing 

Landlords Certificate

 Magnetic System Filters

Radiator Valves

Oil Central Heating

Can we help you to review your current or
proposed,

Mortgages, Insurances, Pensions & Investments,
Wills and Trusts?

Free Will with qualifying investments & pensions
Talk to us for a free initial consultation

LOCAL OFFICE: Toddington
Contact: Philip Hadlow
Tel/Fax: 01525 874100
Mobile 07768 277 532

philip@sterlingandlaw.com
Sterling & Law Group plc is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.

www.sterlingandlaw.com
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Large Hall £6.00 per hourLarge Hall £6.00 per hour

Committ ee Room £3.50 per hourCommitt ee Room £3.50 per hour

Large Hall & £8.00 per hourLarge Hall & £8.00 per hour
Committ ee RoomCommitt ee Room

Bookings 01525 220891Bookings 01525 220891
Stairlift and access ramp availableStairlift and access ramp available

Coff ee TavernCoff ee Tavern

GENERAL BUILDING
NEW HOMES
EXTENSIONS

CONSERVATORIES
ALTERATIONS
BRICKLAYING
GROUNDWORK

PATIOS

CDM Builders Ltd
07984086029

With over 20 years experience in the building
trade

All aspects of work undertaken by our own
professional tradesmen to a very high standard

Please contact Clive for a free quotation
T: 01525 222605 M: 07984086029
Email: Clive.munt@hotmail.co.uk
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Eaton Bray CC begin their defense of the Four Counties Cricket League on April 29th, against 
Milton Keynes City CC at the Rye Gardens. Expectations are again high that we can repeat the 
success of 2016. The club, will again, be fi elding two teams on a Saturday with the 1st X1 competing 
in Division one and the 2nd X1 in Division fi ve, after gaining promotion last season. Winter nets 
have already started and take place on Thursday nights at Dunstable Town CC between 8-9pm.
The AGM will be held at the club on Saturday March 11th at 1pm where the election of offi  cers 
will take place. A decision will likely be made upon fi elding two teams for a Sunday as, like last 
season, we expect to enter the Beds Sunday League and also the Village Cup. The Sunday league 
team was a great success helping to bring through some of the younger members of the club into 
a competitive atmosphere. Friendly matches will be arranged in the early months of the season.
Our four qualifi ed coaches will be running the Youth Section which was a great success last 
season with many children at U8 U10 U12 and U14 signing up to play for the club. Last season 
Wednesday evenings, during the Summer months, were awash with children and 
parents enjoying the club facilities.
We are again on the lookout for new players of all ages and abilities. For more 
information please follow us on Twitter and Facebook @EatonBrayCC  or our web 
site http://eatonbray.play-cricket.com/
Eaton Bray Cricket Club Fixtures 2017

d 

 1st X1  2nd X1
April 29th  Milton Keynes City H Great Brickhill 3rds A
May 6th  Printers H Milton Bryan 2nds A
May 13th  Elstow A Buckland and Aston Clinton 2nds H
May 20th  New Bradwell H New Bradwell 2nds A
May 27th  North Crawley A Drayton Parslow 1sts H
June 3rd  Milton Keynes H Stewkley Vicarage A
June 10th  Thurleigh A  Lidlington H
June 17th  New City H   Milton Keynes 2nds A
July 1st  Biddenham A St Andrews H
July 8th  Printers A Milton Bryan 2nds H
July 15th  Elstow H Buckland and Aston Clinton 2nds A 
July 22nd  New Bradwell A New Bradwell 2nds H
July 29th  North Crawley H Drayton Parslow 1sts A
Aug 5th  Milton Keynes A Stewkley Vicarage H
Aug 12th  Thurleigh H Lidlington A
Aug 19th  New City A Milton Keynes 2nds H
Aug 26th  Milton Keynes City A Great Brickhill 3rds H
Sept 2nd  Biddenham H  St Andrews A p

FOR SALE
Ladies Rayleigh Caprice Bicycle

16” frame, white, hardly used 
Extras: Front basket, Helmet, front/rear lights, tool kit, tyre pump, 
2 wheel stands, Self-coiling Master Lock, sleeveless Hi-Vis jacket.   

£100.00 ono. Collection only (Eaton Bray).
Tel: 01525 229664
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Film

Stand Up Comedy
Omid Djalili brings you, Schmuck for a Night. Make sure you are free 
on Saturday 11 March at 8pm. Award-winning comedian and actor from 
Hollywood to television and live on the West End, Omid brings you a hugely 
energetic and captivating comedy masterclass that is intelligent, sometimes 
provocative and defi nitely entertaining!
Al Murray is back! The Pub Landlord, will put the world to rights. He’s acting publican, politician 
and philosopher, creating a hilarious common sense crusade to re-Great Britain in Let’s Go Backwards 
Together on Friday 17 March at 7.30pm.
Be prepared to be spoilt by fi ve top TV comedians in one show, with Live at the Grove on Friday 3 
March at 8pm. Or for a more regular fi x of rib-tickling comedy, join a new line-up of comedians from the 
London circuit each month with Barnstormers Stand Up Comedy. The next fabulously amusing night 
out is Thursday 23 March at 8pm.

Live Music
Macca: The Concert celebrates the music and life of the legend that is Paul McCartney on Thursday 9 
March at 7.30pm. West End leading man Emanuele Angeletti (Let It Be) is uncanny in his resemblance 
and concert persona to the Live and Let Die singer, using state of the art video projection to bring you all 
the best of Paul McCartney hits from his solo career to a selection of Beatles favourites.
Winners of the National Tribute Awards 2016, Paul Bacon and the Ultimate Elton band deliver a truly 
wonderful celebration of the music of Elton John in I’m Still Standing: The Elton John Songbook, on 
Friday 10 March at 7.30pm.  
Join crowds for The Matt Monro Story on Saturday 18 March at 7.30pm. This is an inspired and 
unforgettable show that celebrates the life and music of the legendary ‘singer’s singer’, Matt Monro, in 
an evening of music, warmth and love, keeping the memory of his music alive.
The UK’s original ABBA tribute, brings you Abbamania in a sensational live concert on Saturday 25 
March at 7.30pm.
You Win Again is coming to the Grove Theatre, ready to tell you the incredible story of The Bee Gees 
on Saturday 1 April at 7.30pm.
Ticket prices vary; for more information or to book, call the Box Offi  ce on 01582 60 20 

80 or visit the website at www.grovetheatre.co.uk.

LA LA LAND (12A)
10th & 27th March 7.30pm, 15th & 26th March 2.30pm & 7.30pm

BILLY LYNN’S LONG HALFTIME WALK (15)
1st March 2.30pm & 7.30pm, 2nd March 7.30pm

COLLATERAL BEAUTY (12A)
6th March 2.30pm, 7th March 7.30pm
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Jumbo joy for elephants moving 
into new £2 million home
Centre for Elephant Care to open at ZSL Whipsnade 
Zoo this Easter
The biggest residents at the UK’s largest Zoo are set to move into a brand new home 
this Easter, with the unveiling of a brand new £2m Centre for Elephant Care at ZSL 
Whipsnade Zoo. 
The Zoo’s nine-strong herd of Asian elephants will be packing their trunks and moving 
into their new home this April; a luxurious new barn set amidst 20 acres of rolling 
paddocks.
With ZSL Whipsnade Zoo leading the way in elephant care, the new centre provides 
more than 700m² of indoor space for the elephant herd, including eight-month-old calf 
Elizabeth. 
Visitors to the Centre for Elephant Care will be able to witness from a balconied viewing 
platform the strong bond among the herd as they socialise together and also get a unique 
insight into the daily attention lavished on the pampered pachyderms by their zookeepers.
Custom-designed by award-winning architects, the Centre for Elephant Care will 
comprise a host of elephant-friendly features such as one-metre deep soft sand fl ooring 
to provide maximum comfort and dimming lights to mimic night-time conditions.
Other exciting details include timed feeding pods, which release food regularly during 
the night and six giant oak trees for the elephants to use as scratching posts.
The Centre for Elephant Care will provide the perfect complement to the herd’s seven 
grass paddocks, plus the picturesque Chiltern Hills the elephants enjoy exploring during 
their daily 2.5-mile walk around the 600-acre zoo.
The whole family can also attend several intriguing talks to learn about Asian elephants’ 
fascinating biology and behaviour, as well as the amazing conservation work carried out 
by ZSL (Zoological Society of London) to protect the species in the wild.
Asian elephants (Elephas maximus) are classifi ed as endangered on the IUCN’s Red List 
of Threatened Species, and due to habitat loss, human confl ict and poaching their wild 
populations are in decline.
The charismatic mammals are also listed on ZSL’s EDGE (Evolutionarily Distinct 
and Globally Endangered) list, meaning the species is in particularly urgent need of 
conservation action.
Charity ZSL runs more than 50 conservation programmes worldwide, and is working 

in Thailand – a major stronghold for 
Asian elephants – to reduce human-
wildlife confl ict and ensure the 
peaceful coexistence of elephants 
and humans.
To fi nd out more about the brand 
new Centre for Elephant Care, and 
to be the among the fi rst to see the 
elephants in their new home, please 
visit www.zsl.org to book tickets for 
ZSL Whipsnade Zoo.
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Our meeting was held in the 
Memorial Hall on 10th January. 
We had a local speaker, Paul 
Heley, who spoke on the 

subject, ‘Highwaymen and Highwaywomen’. 
Paul gave an informative and illustrated talk to 
the WI ladies, starting off with a rendition of a 
poem entitled, ‘A Bedfordshire Farmer’, which 
settled his audience into an interesting evening. 
Mention the word ‘Highwaymen’ today and for 
many people a romantic image often appears.  
During the seventeenth century, which was 
when these ‘characters’ began to appear; the 
word affected the general population in a similar 
manner. Wealthy young ladies apparently 
swooned over these polite, well-spoken, young 
sons of the landed gentry during the 1640’s. These 
young men had been former Royalist officers, 
during the English Civil War. Before joining the 
army to support the king, there had been no need 
for them to learn a trade and as a consequence 
of losing the war; and their inheritance, the only 
thing that they were able to do in order to obtain 
money was by stealing it.   
However, not all highwaymen at that time 
were English. A famous highwayman in 
England during the seventeenth century was 
the Frenchman, Claude Duval.  While he was 
a youth in France, he met the exiled members 
of the English aristocracy and returned with 
them to England; probably as a page to one of 
the families. This employment did not last long 
and he was soon working as a highwayman, 
where he showed great charm, was adored by all 
who met him and had the ladies swooning over 
him. Apparently he was supposed to have stolen 
£400 from a gentleman but returned £300 after 
dancing with the gentleman’s wife. After a ten 
year robbery spree, the young Claude Duval was 
captured, tried and hanged aged twenty six years. 
The most famous of all the highwaymen must 
be Dick Turpin, who was born in 1705, the son 
of a prosperous, decent innkeeper, in Essex. He 
was sent to school, apprenticed to a butcher and 

bought a butchery business.  However, the life of 
smuggling, deer poaching and robbery seemed 
much more appealing. 
Dick Turpin became an extremely violent and 
sadistic villain. An example of this occurred 
when he tried to elicit from an old woman the 
whereabouts of her money. In order to make 
the old woman talk he forced her onto the fire. 
£100 was put on his head which later was raised 
to £200. Having escaped to Lincolnshire and 
Yorkshire from Essex, he was captured and 
hanged. 
Dunstable and the surrounding areas were not 
exempt from those villains.  One such villain was 
known as Gentleman Harry, who was born in 
1717 and brought up by his grandmother. Having 
escaped London for Ireland, on route stopped at 
The Bull in Dunstable and then at The Star in 
Hockliffe, before falling asleep only to be woken 
by the Hue and Cry. He was sent to Bedford Gaol 
and from there was hanged in 1747 at Holborn, 
London aged thirty years. 
Other characters Paul mentioned were: Henry 
Claydon who hid out in Flitwick, Jack the 
Lather of Edlesborough (surname was Leather) 
but was given that name because he was a 
highwayman and was caught at Church Farm, 
hiding in the stables with the horses he had been 
exercising, with their mouths foaming. His ghost 
is said to be roaming the area. Lastly, there was 
a highwayman known as Robert Snoaks, who 
lived at Boxmoor and was hanged for his crimes 
on 11th March, 1802.
Finally, Paul told the ladies about two 
highwaywomen in particular; although there 
were a number he referred to. The first was 
known as the ‘Roaring Girl’ who was very 
disrespectful and renowned for cutting off purses 
from their owners’ clothing or body and also for 
receiving stolen property and then selling it back 
to the owners. Eventually she bribed herself out 
of being executed, which cost her £200 but she 
went on to lead a normal life until she died in 
1659, aged 75 years, of dropsy.   

hhhhh
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Last but not least, Paul spoke about Lady 
Catherine Ferrers, otherwise known as the 
Wicked Lady. Born in 1634, Catherine was 
married when she was thirteen to Thomas 
Fanshaw, who was sixteen. Both families were 
Royalists. The story has it that Catherine was 
bored with her marriage and met Ralph, a farmer 
come highwayman. She was supposed to have 
dressed as a highwayman and together they were 
said to have robbed travellers between Markyate 
and Wheathampstead. One night however, 
Catherine was shot and fatally wounded. She 

died on 13th June, 1660 aged twenty six years. 
She was buried quietly in the evening and the 
reason given for that was supposedly owing to 
her being a highwaywoman. It was not until 
work was carried out on her home, Markyate 
Cell, during the nineteenth century that a secret 
passage way was discovered. 
On that exciting note, the talk came to an end. All 
the more interesting because a large amount of 
information was of local interest.      
Jackie Flint

This lovely lass is Jodie a terrier cross born 2006/7. She may be a 
more mature lady, but she still has a spring in her step and a lot of 
love to give! Jodie still enjoys her walks and would be ideal for an 
active retired person/couple. She could probably live with another 
dog pending introductions. Jodie cannot live in Luton.
If you can off er Jodie or any of our other dogs a loving and secure 
home, please call in at the kennels any day between 10 a.m. and 
4 p.m. or phone us for more details. Please note that there are 
restrictions on rehoming dogs to families with children under seven 
years of age. Full details of the rehoming process can be found on 
our website, or please contact the kennels.
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Appledown Rescue and Rehoming Kennels Harling Road, Eaton Bray LU6 1QY
Call  01525 220383 or e-mail: appledown.kennels@btinternet.com  

Website: www.appledownrescue.co.uk   Follow us on Facebook & Twitter!
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The Rotary Club of Dunstable shares an international motto of “Service above Self”. 
The Club members raise money during the year to put into their Benevolent Fund and 
once a year this money is distributed to charities local to Dunstable and the surrounding 
villages.
To this end an Antiques Fair is held three times a year at the Dunstable Leisure Centre 
where the majority of the income goes to the Benevolent Fund.  The next Fair is on 
Bank Holiday Monday 1st May 2017 and is open to the public between 10am and 4pm.  
Admission is a modest £2 per person.
How can you help?

• By having a stall at the event. Please contact Alan Tarsey on 01582 872673
• By attending the event
• By becoming a member of The Rotary Club and helping worthwhile causes in the 

community.
More information can be obtained from Roger Sharp on 01582 606405
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Elevation: 450 ft - Latitude: 51° 50’ 13” North - Longitude: 0° 33’ 34” West
January 2017

The year started wet 12.8mm of rain on the 1st followed by a few cold days, by the second 
week it was slightly warmer bringing rain. In the middle of the month high pressure 
moved over us and stayed until the 27th.This gave us clear days and nights which brought 
cold nights and frosty mornings, it felt more like a proper winter. I recorded below zero 
temperatures on 18 days during the month which equalled 169.5 hours but there were 
many more hours of frost, as frost starts to form around 2ºc. You can see clearly in the 
plot below. Over all we had average temperature and rain for the month.

This plot shows the temperatures dropping as the Pressure/ barometer rises 14th – 27th 

Visit: http://bit.ly/weather_dagnall for weather data 24 hours a day, updated every 
minute, this site forecast and much more and the original site www.dagnallweather.
co.uk. If anyone has questions, comments 
or wishes to contact me please email: 
david@dagnallweather.co.uk or telephone: 
01442 843883. Dagnall weather now has an 
app for your ipad & iphone!  Just go to the 
apple store, search for Wunderstation  and 
follow the instructions to Dagnall Weather 
Station. Now updated every minute.

High Date/Time Low Date/Time
Temperature: 9.9 c 11 Jan 08.00 4.6 c 21Jan 23.30
Mean Temperature 3.2 c
Dewpoint: 7 Jan 14.00 5.5 c 21 Jan 23.30
Humidity: 100% 7 Jan 03.30 56% 18 Jan 14.30
Barometer: 1038.6 mb 23 Jan 12.00 994.0 mb 12 Jan 17.30
Wind Speed 36mph NW 11 Jan 13.00 Months avg. 4.9 mph
Wind Chill: 9.6 c 21 Jan 15.00 c 26 Jan 21.00
Dominant Wind: SSE

Rainfall *T= total rain days and moisture. R= Actual rain
*Rain Days:26 (T), 26(R) Wettest Day 1 Jan 12.80 mm 0.504ins
Monthly Rain: Total January 2017 75.5 mm 2.972 ins
Yearly Rain: Total 1 Month 75.5 mm 2.972 ins

St Mary's 100 Club
February 2017

The lucky prize-winners are:
 1st prize  - Anne Hendrickson
 2nd prize - John Plater
 3rd prize - Maureen Cecil



81

Summer in February
by Jonathan Smith

The book is set in Cornwall in the years 
just before the First World War. In West 
Cornwall, a group of artists are working 
together at Boskenna and become known 
as the Lamorna group, three of whom 
are destined to become famous Royal 
Academicians, namely Dame Laura 
Knight, her husband Harold and Alfred 
Munnings who was the Academy's 
president in later life.
At the start of the book Munnings was 
at the start of his distinguished career 
and was seeking recognition, sponsors 
and commissions. His character appears 
mercurial and driven, totally self absorbed 
and devoted to his art. Into this bohemian 
group comes a catalyst in the person of 
Florence Carter Wood, whose beauty 
has an eff ect on both the Knights, Alfred 
Munnings and a young land agent, Gilbert 
Evans whom the group has befriended. 
The artists want to paint her, Munnings 
falls in love and Gilbert Evans is 
fascinated from afar. Florence, with her 
brother as chaperone, has been sent by her 
parents to learn to paint. They come from 
a rather more privileged background than 
the artists and the dynamic of the group 
changes. Gilbert is the outsider, watching 
the group, observing their tempestuous 
lives and becoming more friendly with 
Munnings. When Florence announces 
that she and Munnings are to be married, 

Gilbert's hopes are dashed. However the 
marriage does not prove to be successful. 
Munnings neglects Florence, leaving 
her in Cornwall whilst taking extended 
trips to London. Inevitably, she turns to 
Gilbert Evans for comfort and the scene 
is set for a tragic love triangle. The book 
creates a great sense of place and time and 
the atmosphere of creativity. The artists 
are drawn accurately from a great deal 
of research done by the author, although 
many of the more intimate details cannot 
be checked. The reader's interest is stirred 
by knowing that the main characters 
were real and the events written about 
did happen. Their works and lives can 
be researched further, giving the book an 
extra dimension. The book group enjoyed 
the novel, although we were all puzzled 
as to why Florence embarked on such an 
unsuitable marriage. A fi lm has been been 
made from the book and is recommended, 
as the photography of Cornwall and the 
images of the paintings also add to the 
overall enjoyment of the book.

Edlesborough 
Book Group

London Luton Airport
With an increase in aircraft in the area 
and in particular when the wind is from 
the East, we are getting some aircraft 
fl ying directly over the village to join 
the fl ight path into the airport. If you 
are disturbed by the traffi  c fl ying over 
the village, there is a complaints hotline 
number: 01582395382. This is an 
airport number where you can register 
your concerns. It is important to do this 
if we are to reduce these disturbances 
over our village.
If you need to complain about Heathrow 
fl ight noise the number 
is  0800 344 844. Email: 
n o i s e _ c o m p l a i n t s @
heathrow.com
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The Salvation Army is 130
The Salvation Army in Eaton Bray will be 130 years old in April and we aren’t 
looking too bad on it!
In March 1887 before the Salvation Army Corps (church) was offi  cially opened 
Captain Annie Laurence wrote: 
`We can praise God for the victories over sin and the devil we have seen during the 
past three months.  When we fi rst came things did not look very bright….
… (we) praise God, our number have steadily increasing.  The bright testimonies of our converts are 
doing much to convince people the people around that there is nothing like Salvation.  One says he has 
never missed a meeting since he was saved, and does not intend to so long as God gives him health and 
strength.  Another felt so happy one morning that he went to his work forgetting to get his breakfast.  Even 
the policemen say it is a good thing some have got saved.  Great victories in store.’
130 years later The Salvation Army is still very much alive and kicking.  We meet weekly for worship 
on Sundays at 11am; have a thriving coff ee morning and toddler group; monthly Messy Church, ladies 
fellowship, sewing and craft bees, girls’ night out; and weekly Champion’s (children) Club; home league 
meeting  and a Sunday School.  
Watch out for the photographs in the next edition of Focus!
We need your help!
If you have any stories or photographs of The Salvation Army in Eaton Bray over the years we would be 
delighted to hear from you.  Please contact:  Envoy Hilary Chadwick on 07932 057490; Email:  hilary.
chadwick@salvationarmy.org.uk

for our community & world. 

This Easter come and join us at  
The Salvation Army in praying for our 

community and world. 
Holy Week Prayer Stations (10—14 April) 

at our Hall in Booth Place, Eaton Bray 

10am—7pm 
 

Tuesday eve — Film ‘Risen’ 
Thursday evening — Maundy Thursday  

Reflections 
For more information contact Hilary Chadwick on 07932057490; 

email:  hilary.chadwick@salvationarmy.org.uk 
 



Quality Garage Doors

DIY kits available
Insurance work welcome

Council approved
Remote control gates also available

Unit 7, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton Road, Edlesborough LU6 2ES 

01525 220212
www.premiergaragedoors.co.uk

 Superb choice of designs in metal, wood 
and fi breglass

 Any size door made to your 
requirements

 Large selection of spares & fast repair 
service available

 New or existing doors converted to 
automatic

 Professionally fi tted by own expert 
craftsmen

 Prompt free estimates & advice
 We cover all areas

(EST 1984)



Bikes &Lawn MowersServiceFrom £25.00
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