
Welcome to 
our new all 

colour Focus 
magazine

Focus is online at www.thefocusmagazine.co.ukFocus is online at www.thefocusmagazine.co.uk



The White Horse Inn 
At Eaton Bray 
Market Square 
Eaton Bray 
Beds 
LU6 2DG 
01525 220 231 
www.eatonbraypub.co.uk 
 

                    Midweek fixed price lunch 
                Tuesday to Friday 11.30am til 2.30pm 

                  1 course £7. 2 course £10. 3 course £13.50 
 
 
 

February special offer 
Pay half price for a bottle of house 
wine when four people eat main 
courses from the main menu 
Offer is available Tuesday to Thursday evenings  

Valentine’s weekend 
From Friday 12th Feb 

Chef Lee Mark will present his 
Valentines Specials menu 
Main Menu also available 

 
Find us on Facebook and visit our new website to view our full range of 

offers and promotions 

Offers cannot be used in conjunction with other offers 

www.eatonbraypub.co.uk 
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Joint Editor: George Crutcher
7 Summerleys, Edlesborough 221637

Email: george.crutcher@tiscali.co.uk
Joint Editor: Sally Siddons

34 Wallace Drive, Eaton Bray 221733
Email: sallysid@hotmail.com

Dagnall Representative: Sue Cawdell
10 Deans Meadow, Dagnall 01442 842200

Circulation Manager: John Plater
41 Church Lane, Eaton Bray 221095

Treasurer/Leafl et Enquiries: Ken Coates
10 The Nurseries, Eaton Bray 220868

Advertising: Sally Siddons
34 Wallace Drive, Eaton Bray 221733
Design and Layout: Tracey Moren

 (Moren Associates Limited) 01525 229695
Printed by: Priory Press
Dunstable 01582 699851

Copy for publication to the Editors by the 
10th of the month

Focus accepts no responsibility as to the accuracy or 
content of any advertising or articles published  in ‘this’ 

magazine neither do they reflect the opinion of members of 
the Committee. © Articles published in Focus may not be 

reproduced without permission.

Focus would like to remind Focus would like to remind 
contributors that the deadline contributors that the deadline 

for articles is the 10th of the for articles is the 10th of the 
preceding month. preceding month. 

Kindly Note
If the event you wish to advertise falls in 
the fi rst week of the month, it is advisable 
to get the details into Focus a month earlier. 
The magazines are not delivered from 
the printers until the fi rst of the month, 
therefore it takes a few days for them all to 
be circulated throughout the village.
Editors

Focus is online at www.thefocusmagazine.co.uk
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Eaton Bray 
Methodist 

Church

invites you to

Café 
Community 

Saturday February 13th

11.00am to 1.00pm
Relax & chat with friends,

coffee/light lunch

All ages welcome (inc. activity area).

food for the body......
food for thought....

See you there

WOMEN'S WORLD 
DAY OF PRAYER

(PREPARED BY THE WOMEN OF CUBA)

EATON BRAY 
METHODIST CHURCH
FRIDAY 4TH MARCH

2PM
SPEAKER:

ENVOY HILARY CHADWICK
From The

Salvation Army
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Weekly
Mon-Fri
(term time)

Eaton Bray Pre-school, Eaton Bray Lower School, 01525 220468

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Dagnall Under 5’s, Dagnall Village Hall, 9.15am - 12.15pm, Mrs Ann Tobin 07816 
358342

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Edlesborough Pre-School, Edlesborough School, 01525 220431 
manager@edlesborough.bucks.sch.uk

Mon-Thu 
(term time)

Totternhoe Pre-school, mornings, Totternhoe Lower School, Michelle Urbanowicz  on 
01582 668841

Mondays Pilates, 10.45am, Totternhoe Memorial Hall, Lisa: 07799 893489
Mondays 
(term time)

2nd Eaton Bray Brownies, girls 7-10 years, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, 6 - 7.30pm, 
Contact Sandra Counsell 07979 521900

Mondays Dagnall Community Choir, All Saints Church 7.45 – 9.45pm
Mondays Weight Watchers, 7pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall
Mondays 
(term time)

Movement and exercise classes with a dance fl avour, Northall Village hall 2-3.30.
Contact Jan 01442 864271.

Mondays Curtain Call Youth Theatre 5-7.30pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Gavyn 01525 220525
Mondays Curtain Call Theatre Group - 7:30-10:30pm Eaton Bray Village Hall, Sheila - 

sdtwinkletoes@yahoo.co.uk
Mondays KFPA ISTD Classical Ballet classes, 3+yrs, 4.15pm, Edlesbrough Memorial Hall, 

www.kfpa.co.uk
Tuesdays Line Dancing, 1.30-3p.m., Eaton Bray Village Hall, Lyn Stubbs 220731
Tuesdays Pilates, 10-11am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Nicky Roussou 07861 162680
Tuesdays Totternhoe Baby & Toddler Group, 9.30-11.30am, St. Giles Church Hall, Ruth Allen, 

01525 222468 or 07796 265174 or email ruthallen002@gmail.com
Tuesdays Northall Baby & Toddler Group, 9:30-11:30am, (open in the Summer School Holidays) 

Northall Village Hall, Stacey Richmond 01525 222999/07957 607592
Tuesdays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 

01582 620576
Tuesdays Circuit Training - Edlesborough School Hall,  7-8pm -  www.simplesfi tness.com
Tuesdays Buggy Push Fitness Class - Edlesborough Memorial Hall, 10:30 - 11:15am - www.

simplesfi tness.com
Tuesdays 
Fortnightly

Coffee Morning, Bring & Buy, Table Top Sale, 10-12noon, Salvation Army Hall, 
Booth Place, Eaton Bray

Wednesdays Pilates, 7.15pm, Northall Village Hall, Lisa: 07799 893489
Wednesdays Egyptian Dance Class, 7.30-8.45pm at Eaton Bray Village Hall. Contact: Soraya on 

07976 964316 for more details
Wednesdays Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club, 10am - 3pm, Northall Village Hall, 

Contact Anna on 07854 230243
Wednesdays Dynamic Yoga 6.30-7.30pm £5 Eaton Bray Coffee Tavern Keira 07936 693696
Wednesdays
(term time)

Caterpillars preschool parent and child group 10 to 11:30am, Grace Baptist Church, 
Moor End, Edlesborough £1 per family unit, Rebecca Dennis 07920 062248

Thursdays Yoga, Northall Village Hall, 11.30am-1pm 01525 377542
Thursdays Baby & Toddler Group, Salvation Army Hall, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 9.30-11.30am
Thursdays Keep Fit, Edlesborough School, 8pm Tel: 01582 668735
Thursdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Thursdays KFPA Street dance classes 4+yrs 4pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, www.kfpa.co.uk
Thursdays Box-Fit - 7:30 - 8:30pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall - www.simplesfi tness.com
Thursdays Tae Kwon-do, Dagnall Village Hall, 5.45-7.30pm 07813 755785
Fridays Keep Fit class, Edlesborough Mermorial Hall 10 - 11am
Fridays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 

01582 620576
4
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Fridays
(term time)

“Little Luvvies” baby ballet classes 10am-11.30am. Contact Emma Whittemore 
on 01525 376124

Fridays
(term time)

Kids Club 6:00pm to 7:00pm Grace Baptist Church, Moor End, Edlesborough 
(across from the post offi ce) Frances King 01525 229610

Saturdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Saturdays Drama Class for Children, 10.35am-12.35pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Claire 

Casey, 07792 508591
Saturdays KFPA Musical Theatre classes 4+yrs www.kfpa.co.uk, 10am, Edlesborough 

Memorial Hall
Sundays Sundays  Worship at 10:30am and 6pm Grace Baptist Church, Moor End, 

Edlesborough (across from the post offi ce). Barry King 01525 229610 or Peter 
Feben 01525 221048

Last Sunday Messy Church, 3-5pm at The Salvation Army Booth Place
Monthly
1st Monday Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern (except January-  

2nd Monday)
1st Monday Eaton Bray W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm. Eaton Bray Methodist Church Hall. Contact 

Margaret Jones on 01525 220991
1st & 3rd Tuesday Dunstable & District Orbit (social and charitable) Club meet at Dunstable Rugby 

Club at 8pm. For details contact 01525 222441 or 01582 755147
1st Saturday St. Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray Coffee Morning & Plant Sale, 10am - 12 noon
1st Sunday May to September, St Mary’s Church, Edlesborough Open Day, 2-5pm
2nd & 4th Tuesday TOTS, St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, 2pm
2nd Tuesday Dunstable & District Local History Society meeting, 7.45pm, Methodist Church 

Hall, Dunstable (opposite Wilkinson)
2nd Tuesday Edlesborough W.I. Meeting, 7.30 pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall
2nd Wednesday St.Mary’s Ladies Guild, 2pm, St.Mary’s, Eaton Bray
2nd Wednesday Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Lions Club, 7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
2nd Thursday CAMEO Coffee, tea & chat, 10am-12noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
2nd Saturday Workshops Dynamic Yoga 9.30-11am £10 Eaton Bray Coffee Tavern Keira 07936 

693696
3rd Thursday Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
3rd Sunday Lunch club 11.30 to 2.00pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Chris Hewitt 222288
Last Saturday Coffee Morning, 10-12 noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
Last Sunday Messy Church, 3-5pm, Salvation Army, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 07932 057490
Other Regular Events
7th Beds Area Narrow Gauge Model Railway Club Meeting, 11.30am-4.30pm, Eaton 

Bray Village Hall
12th Leukaemia Research Coffee Morning, 2 Dunstable Road, Dagnall 10.30 am. All 

welcome.
13th Cafe Community, Eaton Bray Methodist Church, 11am to 1pm
16th Dagnall Over Sixties, Lunch at the Red Lion, Dagnall, 1pm.
One Off/Annual/Irregular Events
13th Valentines Disco, 7pm to Midnight, Eaton Bray Village Hall, £15 per person, 

07894 532633
26th Mammoth Quiz, 7.45pm, Dagnall Village Hall, Teams of 8, £10 per person

5

Please would people/societies check the diary 
details and let the editors know of  any changes
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Police Contact Numbers...
making neighbourhoods safer together

General Assistance (Recommended Number): 101        Emergency: 999
Bedfordshire Police (Eaton Bray)

Leighton Buzzard Police Station/Kathryn Horgan: 01582 473411
Typetalk: 18001 01582 473418

Email: LPT.LeightonBuzzardLinslade&Rural@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
Th ames Valley Police (Edlesborough, Dagnall & Northall)

PCSO Jackie Dodson Mobile: 07800 703 524
Email: NHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

EDaN Community 
Transport

Peter Williams:
01442 842506

Cover photo of St Mary’s church 
Edlesborough by John Hockey

Village Hall Bookings
To book your local village hall for an event please contact the following:

Northall: Lorna Cubbage Tel:  01525 220361
Eaton Bray: Norman Lee Tel: 01525 222831
Dagnall: Elizabeth Coates Tel: 01442 842550

Edlesborough Memorial Hall: Penny Pataky, Tel: 01525 229358

Richard Clark 
Feb 1954 – Nov 2015

Jane, Andrew and Kerry-Anne would 
like to thank All family,  friends and 
even strangers  for the kind messages, 
help and support on the sudden death 
of Richard. Also a big thank you to 
Rev’d Coralie McCluskey for all her 
support.
Many thanks 

Jane Clark

St Mary's 100 Club
Congratulations to the following winners:

December 2015
1st Prize – Victor Courtice
2nd Prize – Teresa Ledger
3rd Prize – Robert Dickson

January 2016
1st prize – Barbara Ilic

2nd prize – Rachel Mcveigh
3rd prize – Joan Horne

If you would like to join the 100 Club 
please collect a form from

www.stmaryseatonbray.org.uk/
Groups/100-club or from St Mary’s 

Church, Eaton Bray.

New Year - New Ideas. Could you be our roving reporter and 
write articles on events and people in our villages? 

If  you are interested please contact the editors.
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EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL 

We come to each Parish Council Meeting in the Coffee 
Tavern on the 1st Monday of each month and spend on 
average around five hours each month advising and helping 
to run our village. 

 
 
 

  Please come and help to run your village 
  BECOME A PARISH COUNCILLOR 

                                  
                                   The Parish Council is nine members of the public 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

   
          
         At present we have a vacancy – will YYOU come and join us? 
           If yes, please contact the Parish Clerk  

 
               You can also view our website for more details 
   

Heidi Head, Parish Clerk & RFO 
Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk - Telephone/Fax: 01525 221464 - Website: www.ebpc.co.uk 
Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on answerphone] 

  BECOM

       

At t h

This is Falyse, she is a German 
Shepherd cross aged about 10 years. This poor 
girl was in quite a pickle when she was found 
and now needs a really loving home where she 
will get the care she so richly deserves. She is a 
very obedient and affectionate lady who would 
prefer to be an only pet. She would be ideal for 
a retired person or couple but is open to other 
suggestions!
If you feel you could offer Falyse or any of our 
other dogs a home, please call in at the kennels 

any day between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. We do 
have restrictions on rehoming dogs to families 
with children under 7 years. For full details of 
the rehoming process visit our website or call 
the kennels.

Appledown Rescue and
Rehoming Kennels

Harling Road, Eaton Bray
Beds LU6 1QY

Call  01525 220383 or e-mail:
appledown.kennels@btinternet.com  

Website: www.appledownrescue.co.uk
Follow us on Facebook!

Reg Charity No. 1116848

pp @
Website: www.appledownrescue.co.uk

Follow us on Facebook!
Reg Charity No. 1116848

TThThThThThiiisis iiis FFalyse, she is a Germa
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Services at St Mary’s Church
SUNDAYS : 8.00am  HOLY COMMUNION
  10.00am  PARISH SUNG HOLY COMMUNION
  On Third Sunday of each month:

10.00am –  WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE a shorter, less formal service 
for families. (For anyone wishing to attend a service where Holy 
Communion is offered, there is a Family Communion at 10.30am at All 
Saints’ Church, Dagnall, where visitors are assured of a warm welcome).

WEEK-DAYS: 
 Tuesday: 2.00pm  TOTS (Tots on Tuesdays) (2nd & 4th Tuesdays)
 Wednesday:   10.00am  Holy Communion
  EVERYONE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES

St Mary’s Village Carnival 2016

“Myths, Monsters and Magic”
It’s time to start thinking about this year’s Carnival on 2nd July 2016 with the theme 
‘Myths, Monsters and Magic.

An Appeal to all Local Businesses
The ever increasing foot print of the Carnival with visitors from Aylesbury, Milton 
Keynes, Dunstable, Luton and Hemel Hempstead is an ideal vehicle for promoting 
your business. As an organising committee we can work with you to fi nd the best 
means of advertising your businesses to the crowds who attend the Carnival if you give 
us a chance to do so.

How can you get involved?
Please consider one or more of the following, some of which may be tax deductible:

• Advertise in the Carnival Programme and / or the arena – contact Pauline Glen on 
229400

• Donate a prize relating to your business to the Grand 
Draw

• Donate an item relating to your business for the Silent 
Auction

• Take part in the procession
• Make a cash donation to the Carnival
• Any other way you would like to be involved; let us know!

If you would like your business to be involved in the Carnival 
in any way please contact Gordon Gray on 220136 or via the 
carnival website - www.stmarysvillagecarnival.com. 
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Vicar: Coralie McCluskey
The Vicarage, 11 High Street, Eaton Bray - Tel: 01525 220261

Honorary Assistant Priest: Revd John Heffer
Reader: Gordon Gray (220136)

Church Warden: Catherine Hayden (220527)
Email: admin@stmaryseatonbray.org.uk 

www. stmaryseatonbray.org.uk

What are you going to do this Lent?
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday 10th February and the First 
Sunday of Lent is the 14th.  It is early this year but that may 
be an advantage if you are still recovering from the excesses of 
Christmas.  I will be on study leave but back on February 29th 
ready for Mothering Sunday on March 6th. 
The gospel reading for the First Sunday of Lent is taken from St Luke chapter 
4 verses 1-13and begins, ‘Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan 
and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted 
by the devil’.  
If you look in a Bible Dictionary a 40day fast for Christians before Easter did 
not exist in the first three centuries following the death of Christ. A period of 2 or 
3days or possibly 40hours between Good Friday and Easter was adopted.  Why 
then the introduction of a 40 day fast?  Barbara Brown Taylor an American 
Professor of Religion and Philosophy, suggests that early Christians became too 
comfortable, they were no longer arrested for championing the poor, they avoided 
extremes and decided it was easier to be nice rather than holy or possibly just 
blended in. 
It was suggested by somebody, at some time, that Christians needed to get an 
improved hold on their faith, they needed to really face the reality of what it 
is to be a Christian and the church announced that there was to be a season of 
Lent, from the old English word Lenten, meaning “spring”.  This was not only 
a reference to the season before Easter but an invitation to ‘a spring time for the 
soul’, rather like spring cleaning.  Forty days were allotted to remember what it 
is to live by the grace of God and not by what we can supply for ourselves. There 
were excellent examples in the Old Testament: Israel spent forty years in the 
wilderness learning to trust God, Elijah and Moses forty days listening to God.
This year the North Chilterns Group of Parishes, that includes us, are running 
5 Tuesday evening sessions beginning on Tuesday 23rd February 7.45 for 8pm. 
23rd Holding the cross at Kensworth Church Hall, Clayhall Road
1st March Opening our eyes at Dagnall church
8th March Still Small voice at St Mary’s, Studham
15th March Walking with God at St Mary’s, Eaton Bray
22nd March Liquid worship at St Giles, Totternhoe
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Edlesborough School ContributionsEdlesborough School Contributions
During the Autumn term, Year 3/4 were practising 
extremely hard to learn many diffi cult songs and dances 
for their Christmas performance. As a combined year 
group, pupils kick-started the performance with an 
energetic rendition of ‘Pumping Iron’ from Starlight 
Express. 
Each class then performed two songs each from a well-
known musical; Mary Poppins, Oliver Twist and the 
popular musical Cats. The show ended with a moving 
Christmas song from The Muppets Christmas Carol.  All the children were really 
enthusiastic about the production and the overall performance was enjoyed by all.  
Written by pupils in 3/4B.

Edlesborough  School Christmas market
On Friday the 4th of December  a superb Christmas market was held at Edlesborough 
School  . The children worked hard using their creative skills  making various things  
to be sold.
The whole school were amazed by Santa’s grotto, inside you could meet Santa, tell 
him what you would like for Christmas and you got a selection of chocolate. 
KS1 worked tremendously hard on their presentation of their products, which were 
brilliant so well done KS1. 
In 3\4 they made delicious treats including; fantastic fudge that tasted magnifi cent., 
tremendous snowman, rocky road by 3/4B and the scrumptious ice creams made by 
3/4G.
5/6 worked equally hard in their groups using ideas to create many excellent stalls. 
Congratulations on a fantastic afternoon and thank you to everybody who took part. 
We hope to see you next year!
Alice Carillo, Josh Lane and Emma Skinner 3/4S

I hope you all had a pleasant 
Christmas and a very Happy New 
Year.    

Many thanks to all our volunteer drivers 
already doing such a wonderful job for us 
and Thank You to Mr John Dilks who has 
just agreed to become a volunteer driver for 
the EDaN Community Transport Scheme!!!
If you have been considering joining our 
friendly team as a volunteer driver, please 
contact me, Kathy Bovington, on the number 

below, or if you would like to book a journey 
please call Peter Williams on 01442 842506.
With very best wishes
Kathy Bovington
Community Transport Leader
Tel 01442 842473  or  Mob 0779 0537032
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www.unicornwindows.co.uk

Tel: 01525 854272
Unit 3 Youngs Industrial Estate, Stanbridge Road, Leighton Buzzard

UNICORN WINDOWS LTD
“WHERE QUALITY & SERVICE ARE NOT A MYTH”
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Professional & Local

All work guaranteed - not happy, don’t pay
Powerful equipment means drier much 

quicker than other methods
100% Guaranteed no chemicals left in carpet 

when dry therefore will not easily resoil 
& perfectly safe for children & pets

Recommendations account for 90% of my work
Absolutely no hard sell

Telephone Colin for a Free Quote

DEEP-CLEAN
01525 851 811

www.deep-cleaners.co.uk
Email: colin@deep-cleaners.co.uk

EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY
11 Cow Lane Edlesborough

Enquiries - 01525 221630  Appointments - 01525 220333
www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk

Dr J R Bell, Dr Heather Counsell
Dr Tisha Patel

Dr Stephanie Johnston, Dr Kirsten Riemer
Friendly village Practice offering a wide range of health services including coils/implants, 

minor surgery, travel advice, in house blood tests, on-line appointments and repeat 
prescription ordering. Four Nurse Practitioners offering acute clinics with same day 

appointments. Also, midwife, health visitors in attendance. Local District Nurse Service. 
Long established training Practice with a rotation of qualifi ed doctors.

EDLESBOROUGH PHARMACY
01525 223181

Pharmacist – Mitul Patel
Friendly reliable professional service at the pharmacy

All doctors/dentists/veterinary and hospital prescriptions dispensed
Professional advice always available

Herbal/Homeopathic products
Special Orders on request
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30 Years Experience
Domestic & Commercial Security

Burglar Alarms
Redcare Monitored Systems

Intercoms
CCTV

Access Systems
Locks

Quality Installations – Competitive Prices
Insurance Approved       Free Surveys

       SECURITY
01525 378222

Email: sales@aaasecurity.co.uk
www.aaasecurity.co.uk

CERTIFICATE NO. NAC/G/2113

Interior and Exterior
All work carried out to the 

highest standard

For all your painting & decorating requirements
Domestic and Commercial

call Max for a free estimate with no obligation   
maxbro@btinternet.com
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Dominic Woolcott
Painter & Decorator

For a professional job call:
01525 229682 or 07747 042879

■ Internal & External
■ Plastering & Coving
■ Insurance Work
■ 20 Years Experience
■ Competitive Rates
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GYM &
TONIC

WANT TO GET FIT, HAVE A
HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE & IMPROVE 

THE WAY YOU LOOK & FEEL?
The following can be provided in our

Gym in Edlesborough or in your home
* A Health & Fitness Consultation *

* Personal Training * Massage *
Ruth Anderson Dip. PT & ST,  Member of: Inst of  Sports 

Therapists & Register of  Nutritional Therapists

Tel:01525 223074 Mob:07812 163979

David John Harris

(Established 1992)
All Fencing Work • All Gates • Paving • Patios 

Driveways • Shingle • Hedge Setting and Cutting 
Grass Cutting • Turfi ng Specialist • Exterior 

Painting Service • Sheds Small Building Work 
Trees & Shrubs Supplied

Tel/Fax: 01525 221745
Mobile: 07889 143713

Barry Cato
Motor Repairs

Servicing, repairs and MOT’s arranged
Workshop at:

r/o Norfolk House Farm, Harling Road
Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Beds, LU6 1QY

Tel:  01525 221681 (workshop)
 07836 650015 (mobile)

Est. 1981

D NICHOLSON
PLUMBING REPAIRS

and INSTALLATIONS

MOBILE: 07976 975604
HOME: 01525 872335

City
Guilds
Qualified

NO JOB TOO SMALL
· Emergencies · Free Estimates

· No call out charges
Dave Nicholson
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Patricia’s Cuisine
Catering For All Occasions

• Buffets, Dinners •
• Christenings, Weddings, Funerals •
• Promotions & Business Lunches •

For Enquiries & Menu

Meadside Farm, 104 High Street,
Eaton Bray, Bedfordshire, LU6 2DP
Telephone: 01525 222174

•

• Chris
• Prom

For 

d idddddd

•••••••

p.j.brinklow
Electrical Contractor

01525 220469
 07860 781330
43 Pebblemoor
Edlesborough
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ESTABLISHED LOCALLY FOR 14 YEARS
Fully equipped Car Bodyshop, Service Workshop 

& MOT Bay

£10 OFF WITH 
THIS ADVERT

• New MOT Bay

• 4 Wheel Alignment & Tyre Fitting

• Specialists in Complete Classic Car 
Restoration

• Dealer Trained Technicians

• Ford, Vauxhall, VW, Audi

• Extensive Experience in Prestige Car 
Paintwork and Repair

• One-Stop-Shop for all your Servicing, 
Repairs, Bodywork & Maintenance

• Accident & Vandalism Damage

• All Insurance Work Undertaken  - We 
can also cover your Excess and 
provide a Courtesy Vehicle (subject 
to T’s & C’s)

• Mobile Car Body Repairs – Fully 
Equipped Vans that come to your 

• Alloy Wheels – Dents - Bumpers – 
Chips – Scratches - Scuffs

• Free Collection and Delivery, Loan 
Cars and Lifts when required

We pride ourselves on always being competitive for the right job.



19

A full/detailed copy of the minutes for Eaton Bray Parish Council can be found on our website. 
A hard copy of the minutes can also be viewed on the Parish Council’s notice board at The Coffee Tavern. 

 

 Meeting of Eaton Bray Parish Council (PC) held on 
Monday 2nd November 2015 from 7:30pm at the Coffee Tavern

Central Beds Council (CBC) – Councillor Ken Janes
• There was no representative from CBC in attendance.
Bedfordshire Police:
• The PC is waiting for a copy of the Crime Report for October, once received will 

publish accordingly.
News from the team: If you wish to contact your Local Policing Team then please 
call 01582 473411 or email LPT.LeightonBuzzardLinslade&Rural@bedfordshire.pnn.
police.uk.  Non-emergency call 101 / All emergencies 999 
CCTV Cameras:  
Due to an increase in ASB (anti-social behaviour) within the parish the Parish Council 
are looking into the installation of CCTV cameras at the Three Corners/bus stop and 
School lane/car park.  
Village Hall/Cheeky Monkeys: 
The Parish Council would like to apologise for any misunderstanding relating to the 
statement made in regards to the Cheeky Monkeys Group not being able to get a 
reduction in rental cost at the Village Hall.  As a start-up group, a discounted rate has 
been offered to the organisers of Cheeky Monkeys which has been in place since July 
to assist in support of the local childcare group. The PC would like to thank the Village 
Hall for their support with this local group.

Speedwatch: 
Speedwatch are looking for volunteers to help with the speed checks.  
If you would like to get involved in trying to slow down traffi c in the 
village and are concerned about road safety please contact Cllr. Mark 
Tomkins, email councillormarktomkins@gmail.com expressing your 
interest.

Meeting of Eaton Bray Parish Council (PC) held on
Monday 7th December 2015 from 7:30pm at the Coffee Tavern

Central Beds Council (CBC) – Councillor Ken Janes
Website: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk - Customer Services: 0300 300 8302 / 
Email: customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk.
• Cllr. Janes to look into the outstanding issues surrounding the re-location of the 

30mph speed limit signs in Bower Lane/Harling Road and the improvements to 

 

EATON BRAY PARISH COUNCIL  
 

 
 Heidi Head, Parish Clerk & RFO 

Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk - Telephone/Fax: 01525 221464 - Website: www.ebpc.co.uk 
Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on answerphone] 
 

Follow Eaton Bray Parish Council on Facebook and Twitter 
Keep up to date with what is going on in the parish
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the road/parking in Greenways/Knights Close.
Bedfordshire Police:
The Parish Council wished to note that year on year, there has generally been a 
downward trend for reported crime within the area.

Vacancy - Parish Councillor: 
There is a vacancy for a Parish Councillor on Eaton Bray Parish Council.  If you are 
interested in joining the council please email the Parish Clerk or visit our website for 
more details.  
Neighbourhood Plan (NP):  
Please see the updated report on the NP at the end of the minutes and visit the Eaton 
Bray/PC website page for details/updates on the process, follow link:  http://www.
eatonbray.com/news/tag/Neighbourhood-Plan .
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Private Events within Parish
Due to concerns raised with the PC regarding a Christmas event organised at The 
Rye (cars parking, people walking in road, safety concerns), the PC wished to remind 
residents that residents must take into account health & safety issues when organising 
large events and ensure that the PC are made aware of the event and expected numbers.
Unauthorised Advertising
The PC wished to remind advertisers that the PC will remove any unauthorised 
advertising within the parish.  
Future Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting Dates
Currently the council meeting in January is usually the fi rst Monday in the month. 
However due to the Christmas period and to allow for enough time after the holidays to 
put in/obtain required paperwork the council will be moving it to the second Monday 
in January.  This change to take effect from January 2017.
Parish Council Meeting: Monday 1st February 2016; from 7:30pm at The Coffee 
Tavern (1st fl oor)
Parish Council Website: www.ebpc.co.uk

************************************************

YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN
We have completed 3 months in the development of our Neighbourhood Plan (NP) and 
are now in the “Evidence gathering and Consultation” phase. 

HELP NEEDED
We would like everybody in Eaton Bray to help decide the direction that our 
Neighbourhood Plan should take, please consider these 4 questions:-

1. What do you like about Eaton Bray?
2. What don’t you like about Eaton Bray?
3. What do we want in Eaton Bray or What do we need to improve?
4. What do we want to preserve?

Please send your suggestions / comments regarding Planning Issues only to “The 
Clerk, Eaton Bray Parish Council, 20 Good Intent, Edlesborough, LU6 2RD.
Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk - Website: www.ebpc.co.uk
The Steering Group will be reporting progress through the Focus Magazine so that 
residents can keep up to date. If you would like your voice to be heard, please feel free 
to attend the next Steering Group meeting. Meetings are generally planned for the last 
Monday of the month at 19.30 at the Coffee Tavern, Eaton Bray.

 
 Heidi Head, Parish Clerk & RFO 

Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk - Telephone/Fax: 01525 221464 - Website: www.ebpc.co.uk 
Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on answerphone] 
 

Follow Eaton Bray Parish Council on Facebook and Twitter 
Keep up to date with what is going on in the parish
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Streetlights in Edlesborough, Dagnall 
and Northall
The installation of the new LED 
lights throughout the Parish 
should now be complete. These 
new lights come with a 6 year 
warranty and are much more energy effi cient 
than the old SOX (orange) lights.
In the event of a light malfunctioning please 
report the nature of the failure and the 
location of the light to the Parish Clerk.
Reporting Potholes & Fly Tipping
Please report any pavement issues, 
potholes and fl y tipping to http://www.
transportforbucks.net/Tell-us.aspx
If possible please take a photo of the problem 
and upload it when making the report.
Church Floodlights
The Friends of the Church raised £310.19 
for Children In Need on the Floodlighting 
switch-on evening. 
Thanks to everyone who attended.
Allotments
Edlesborough Parish Council currently has 
vacant allotments. Anyone wishing to take 
on an allotment should contact the Parish 
Clerk. Fees are £1:80 per pole and plots 
range in size from 5 – 20 poles. 
Dogs on Dagnall Allotments
Following recent confusion over members of 
the public exercising their dogs on Dagnall 
Allotments the Council confi rms that the 
Allotments are registered as common land 
under the Commons Registration Act 1965 
and consequently the land is shown as such 
on the appropriate Countryside Agency 
maps.  This would indicate that it is "open 
access land" and that the general public have 
a "right to roam" under the Countryside & 
Rights of Way Act 2000. 
However, Schedule 1 of the Countryside & 
Rights of Way Act 2000 identifi es certain 

land where the "right to roam" is excluded.  
In total there are 13 categories of "Excepted 
Land" described in Schedule 1, one of which 
is parks and gardens.  The description of 
the Allotments in the original common land 
registration (CL137) is "Allotment Gardens" 
and consequently the Council has determined 
that as a garden, it constitutes "Excepted 
Land" under Schedule 1.  Furthermore, 
the access paths connecting the individual 
cultivated plots are considered to be part of 
that garden.  This means that the general 
"right to roam" does not apply and public 
access is confi ned to the public footpath that 
runs from Chestnut Close to Studham Lane, 
identifi ed as EDL/14/1 on the Bucks CC 
Public Rights of Way map.  The following 
link to the GOV.UK website https://www.
gov.uk/right-of-way-open-access-land/use-
your-right-to-roam summarises the legal 
situation. 
Therefore members of the general public 
wishing to walk between Main Road South 
and Studham Lane should use the footpath 
identifi ed as EDL/15/1 on the Bucks CC 
Rights of Way map. The Council requests 
that when using the footpath dogs are kept on 
a short lead to prevent them from wandering 
onto the allotment plots. 
Neighbourhood Plan
Public meetings took place in each village 
in January to share the requirements for 
a successful application to develop a 
Neighbourhood Plan. Once developed it will 
need a referendum of eligible parishioners 
and others to approve after submitting it for 
approval by a government inspector. If you 
were unable to attend and want to know 
more, please read the separate article in 
Focus from the Parish Council. Full details of 
the outcome of the meetings will appear on 
the parish website in February and a written 
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account in the March edition of Focus.
Speedwatch
The EDaN Traffi c Management 
team are looking for volunteers 
to help man their Sentinel 
device. If you have an interest in slowing 
down traffi c in the villages or are concerned 
about Road Safety please contact Louise 
Turner on 01442 834123 or by email at 
louisefanthorpe@yahoo.co.uk
Edlesborough Parish Council Meetings
The next Edlesborough Parish Council 
Meetings will take place in Edlesborough 
Memorial Hall on:

•  Thursday 18th February 2016.
•  Thursday 17th March 2016

The meetings will commence at 7:30pm.

All Parishioners are welcome to attend and 
may ask questions, raise issues and give 
suggestions during the Open Forum before 
the formal start of the meeting.
The full minutes of the Parish Council 
meetings are normally available to view on 
the website or from the Parish Clerk.
Contact Information
Clerk to Edlesborough Parish Council:
Clerk:  Penny Pataky 01525 229358
Email:  clerk@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
Website: www.edlesborough-pc.gov.uk
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/EDANParishCouncil
Please note offi ce hours are Monday – Friday 
10.30am – 2.30pm. Messages may be left on 
an answer phone outside of these hours.

To the very generous community who donated 
pre-school toys to 
Totternhoe Scout Group 
Thank you so much for your well-loved toys 
that you gave to our Mum and Tots Play Group 
at Bury Park, Luton.
The children are really 

enjoying them and they are well used.  I 
have attached some photo's to show you the 
children playing with them and one of the 

team too.
Again, thank you 
very much.
Kind regards, 
from all the volunteers at Mum and Tots 
Play Group at Bury Park.
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Long, long ago – in 2003 – Edlesborough Parish Council initiated a feasibility study 
to fl oodlight our medieval church of St. Mary the Virgin, up on the hill, where it has 
been keeping vigil for more than 800 years, overlooking our ancient village nestling at 
the foot of the Chiltern Hills.  The fl oodlights would provide a warm welcome for the 
community and visitors alike, to be seen from miles around.  
It seemed like a very good idea!
Unfortunately there were a great many obstacles put in the way over the years and the 
project was deferred, to be included in the proposed village plan, fi nally published in 
2008. The EDaN Project was born, chaired by Alan Williams.  Many volunteer groups 
were formed within the parish to work through ‘wish lists’ submitted in a questionnaire 
and at various public meetings.  Amongst these groups was the Beautifi cation Team, 
who adopted the fl oodlighting scheme, together with many other projects, including 
the three pictorial village signs, ten sponsored fl ower boxes and the planting of 10,000 
daffodil bulbs.
Preliminary discussions took place between the Churches Conservation Trust (CCT), 
who own the church, the Parish Council and the Beautifi cation Team.  There were 
many bridges to cross, including local consultation, environmental issues, approvals 
from the Wildlife and Countryside Act, security, suitability and archaeology, all prior 
to submitting a planning application.   
These issues were fi nally addressed, including three bat-watching stakeouts, with the 
Beautifi cation Team joining forces with North Bucks Bat Group (NBBG).  No more 
than six bats were observed roosting within and outside the church on these occasions 
– brown long-eared and pipistrelles.  (Incidentally ... do you know that you can tell the 
difference between mouse and bat droppings by rubbing them between your fi ngers, if 
you feel so inclined?  Bat droppings crumble, mouse poo doesn’t!).
The Parish Council put aside £5000 towards the project and the Beautifi cation Team 
added £2000 to this by organising a village Firewalk on the green.   Villagers were 
keen to see the church lit and willing to burn their feet for the privilege!  £1000 was 
also donated to Keech Cottage Children’s Hospice from this event.  By 2010 the team 
was ready to progress to the next stage – the application for planning. 
However, we needed consent from the CCT to apply for planning permission .... 
this was not forthcoming. 
The owners now wanted an organisation formed which would commit long-term to 
the church and confi rm that the building would eventually be open all day, every day.  

Floodlighting  Floodlighting  
Edlesborough  Edlesborough  

Church :Church :
The Saga!The Saga!



25

More volunteers came forward and the Friends of the Church on the Hill was formed in 
2012 – introducing the Edlesborough Festival, heritage days and various other events, 
all supported by the Beautifi cation Team.  
During this time the Parish Council donated another £1000 towards the project - the 
cost of the fl oodlights had increased as we were now installing LED lighting, more 
expensive to purchase but far cheaper to run.   
In 2014 a further survey by the NBBG and our own team of volunteers established that 
there had been no increase in the bat population but the outcome was that the whole 
of the chancel area must be protected with a dark envelope to prevent light spillage to 
the roost exit - hence the lack of fl oodlights at the north east end of the church facing 
the village centre.
A church plan has been submitted to the CCT for approval, detailing future projects 
for their consideration; this also prioritises conservation issues thought relevant by the 
Friends for possible inclusion in the CCT’s budget.
The overgrown scrub in the churchyard is now being tackled – lately with considerable 
help from the Community Payback Workers.  Future projects include improvement of 
sight-lines to the church so that its beauty can be appreciated from afar, as in days gone 
by, to attract more visitors to discover its hidden beauty within, also to provide public 
access to the top of the tower, offering spectacular views in every direction. 
The Friends’ team have established a website and facebook page and a regular cleaning 
programme is in operation.
All these new ventures satisfi ed the CCT and at long last they gave permission for 
the Parish Council to apply for planning permission.  
We are lucky to have on board the Friends’ team Doug Oughton and George Crutcher 
who, with their expertise, helped this stage to run smoothly and in April 2015 planning 
was fi nally approved - the only proviso being the presence of archaeologists on site 
during the trenching for cables and bases to support the lights, followed by their report 
of any fi ndings.  

In October volunteers, plus welcome manpower from 
the Community Payback Workers, installed the fi ve 
concrete pads linked by underground cables and 
made good the site - completed during one amazingly 
hot and sunny weekend, so a very clean dig!  We did 
unearth the remains of an elderly lady in her shallow, 
unmarked grave whilst trenching, who was reburied 
with due reverence.  Following this, local contractor 
Tony Ambrose installed the fl oodlights, protective cages 
and metering.  The lights operate from dusk until 10.30 
every evening and the power for these will be paid for 
by Edlesborough Parish Council. 
Finally.... on Saturday 14th November the fl oodlights 

were illuminated.   The Parish Council, Beautifi cation Team and Friends of the Church 
on the Hill braved the elements, together with an amazingly large turnout of local 
folk to celebrate the lighting of this magnifi cent building.  Our MP, Rt. Hon. John 
Bercow, pulled 11-year old Rebecca Howells’ winning ticket from the drum and she 
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had the honour of pushing the ‘big red switch’.  
Over £300 was raised on the night for the BBC’s 
Children in Need Appeal.  
We have a majestic landmark of which to be 
proud, now bathed in light for all to enjoy.
Christine Yates
Project Leader
pp  EDaN Beautifi cation and 
Friends of the Church on the Hill Teams

Dagnall Over Sixties had a lovely Birthday 
Party (45 years) with singing from Dagnall 
School, a beautiful cake, fi zzy wine and the 
usual sumptuous tea. This was followed by a 
Quiz. The brief AGM at the beginning of the 
afternoon showed the club to be in a good 
fi nancial state, however our numbers have 
declined over the past few years. We were 
delighted to welcome some new members 

from Kensworth whose club closed at 
Christmas, and hope that more of their 
members will join us. Our February meeting 
will be held in the Red Lion in Dagnall. 
There will be a two course lunch for £9.95 
in their newly refurbished function room, the 
date is Feb 16th at 1pm. March 15th at 2pm 
is in the Village hall and is tea with Bingo.

Rt. Hon. John Bercow & Rebecca Howells
 

Fourth festive Bingo in Memory of Basil Thorne
The bingo night in early December kicked off Christmas festivities in Dagnall with a 
really fun evening. There was a lovely buffet and lots of great raffl e prizes. In total the 
event raised £70.10 for Dagnall Village Hall. About sixty people came along and all 
said what a wonderful time they had – a night we are sure Basil would have enjoyed.
Many thanks to caller Claire who as always did a brilliant job and Dave and Carol and 
family for their help on the night. 
We appreciate everyone’s support and have again had lots of requests for another one 
this year!
The Thorne family
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Don’t just take our word for it .... 
 
“I have let properties through Christopher Pallet for over 10 years. I run the local pub and always refer people seeking to 
buy or rent to Colin and Linda because of the 1st class service I have experienced over the years. Their personal 
attention and “nothing is too much trouble” attitude makes them number one in my book.”                                                                    

                                                                                                                                Tom Dunnell 
 
“My family wish to express our very grateful thanks for all your great help and consideration over the years letting and 

selling our properties”                                                                
                 Moller / Hawkins Family 

 
 “Thank you so much, I’ll be sorry to lose you, you’ve restored my faith in Estate Agents. The nicest and most decent I 
have ever met.  **** & **** estate agents need to take a training course from you !! 

                                                               Fiona Newberry 

 

 
 
 

 

Call Linda or Colin on 01525 222333 
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Will KimberleyWill Kimberley
Garden ServicesGarden Services

01442 25578401442 255784
Phone for a free no obligation written estimate
wkgardenservices@btconnect.com

• High hedges a speciality
• Fences erected and repaired
• General garden tidy up’s
• In fact any job in the garden!

R.J.O’CONNELL
BUILDING SERVICES

EXTENSIONS, PATIOS,
DRIVEWAYS, ROOF REPAIRS 

AND PROFESSIONAL 
DECORATING SERVICE
TEL: 01296 681323
MOB: 07855 236726

IRON OUTIRON OUT
Complete Laundry ServiceComplete Laundry Service

Shirt ServiceShirt Service
Duvet CleaningDuvet Cleaning

IroningIroning
Free collection & delivery from Free collection & delivery from 

home or offi cehome or offi ce
01582 667332 / 07885 32004201582 667332 / 07885 320042

Email: ironout@aol.comEmail: ironout@aol.com

Anne Johnson D.O.
Registered Osteopath

6 Moor End,
Eaton Bray

01525 221958
07957 250682

1495
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MAKING A WILL  
HAS NEVER  

BEEN EASIER

For a DAYTIME or EVENING appointment call

 01525 220644
www.wisechoicewills.co.uk

YOU DECIDE who is to run your affairs,  
who gets what, guardians etc, not the State.

MINIMISE RISK of Inheritance Tax  
and the disinheritance of children.

Make a Will
AND LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY

Best Price Guarantee 
from specialist Solicitors and  
professional Will Writrers since 1999

FREE HOME VISIT
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WESTROPE BROS.

LAWN MOWER SERVICES
ALL TYPES OF GARDEN MOWERS SERVICED

THE RYE, EATON BRAY

Tel: Eaton Bray 220587

Painting & Decorating Plastering
Wall & Floor Tiling Door Hanging
Bathroom & Kitchen Installations

20 years experience
All work guaranteed and fully insured

Call Adrian :  01582 539179
     Mobile :  07789730580

ARC Contract Services Ltd

AARON FENCING
ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
FENCING & DECKING WORK UNDERTAKEN

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED

PERSONAL SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

7 STATION ROAD, DUNSTABLE, LU5 4HS

TEL: 01582 665779
MOBILE: 07798 927272

 For a professional service………….. 
 

Window cleaning
Conservatory cleaning 
Fascia & gutter cleaning 

07876 594186 

Established over 20 Years

Duncan Tomblin
TREE SURGEON

Forestry Contractor • Tree Felling
Crown Reduction & Thinnings
Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting

Stump Grinding • Site Clearance
Private Agriculture Fencing Contractor

Chipper & Stump Grinding Hire
Digger Hire

FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE ESTIMATES

‘The Best Choice For Your Tree’

12 Greenways, Eaton Bray, Beds

TEL: (01525) 221946
MOBILE: (07802) 410728
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Gas Boiler Servicing
Over 40 years experience

Have your boiler serviced by a Gas Safe
and CORGI registered engineer

Other services available:
Maintenance, repair and installation of all domestic gas 
appliances including LPG. Boiler installations, Landlord 

Safety Certifi cates and Power fl ushing.
Free Quotes, no call out fee, and free friendly advice on all of the above.

Edwards Gas & Heating Services
Eaton Bray

Tel 01525 220626
www.edwardsgasandheating.co.uk

stevethegas@orange.net225820
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BEFORE AFTER

Misty Double
Glazing?

KEEP YOUR WINDOW FRAMES...
... WE JUST REPLACE THE GLASS!

• UPVC • Aluminium • Or Wood
Because we replace just the glass the repair is a

Fraction of the cost of a complete replacement window.

mistydoubleglazing.co.uk
QUALITY GLAZING SERVICES

01525 876808
WE ALSO REPLACE BROKEN...

• Glass • Handles • Hinges & Locks
AND REPAIR...Patio Doors & Conservatories!

Over 30
Years

experience.
FREE

Quotes

Over 30
Years

experience.
FREE

Quotes

Stuart Ball
Ceramic Tiler

Specialist
 at all aspects of

Wall & Floor Tiling
Over 33 yrs Experience

01525 229381

DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL,
CLEAN AND RELIABLE SERVICE,

 FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY ADVICE

* Plastering & Coving
* Floor Screeding

* Pebbledashing & Rendering
* Dry Lining

* Cornices & Mouldings
* Insurance Work Undertaken

CALL NICK CONWAY ON

Mobile: 07751 830716
Tel: 01296 688981

6 Cotes Way, Wing, LU7 ORB

Absolutely Plastered

Virtual administrative 
support to businesses & 

private individuals
Website hosting

Domain registration
Desktop publishing

01525 229695
Email:

enquiries@morenassociates.co.uk

www.morenassociates.co.uk
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Stephen D. 
Janes

(Established in 1982)

CARPENTRY, JOINERY
KITCHENS FITTED

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
TELEPHONE: 01525 220649

G

 &
 J GroundworkG

 &
 J Groundwork

Fencing Panels • Blockpaving • PathsFencing Panels • Blockpaving • Paths
Shingle Drives • Slabs • PavingShingle Drives • Slabs • Paving

Steps • Gardenwalls • New Patios Steps • Gardenwalls • New Patios 
Relaying • Soak Aways • DrainageRelaying • Soak Aways • Drainage

Free estimates or advice • ReferencesFree estimates or advice • References
www.gandjgroundwork.co.ukwww.gandjgroundwork.co.uk

Ring GarryRing Garry
01582 47756801582 477568
07949 11801107949 118011

Neil Hodson Associates
BUILDING DESIGN

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING DESIGN, 
ADVISORY AND DRAWING SERVICES

From plans for domestic extensions 
to multi-storey offi ces, commercial 

buildings and factories.

Structural surveys, site surveying, 
advice on building defects and 

Feasibility Studies

Planning Applications and Building 
Regulation Consents obtained.

24 HIGH ST TRING
Tel 01442 890894 OR
Edlesborough 222462
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www.etctennis.org
Play tennis     Have fun     Socialise     Feel good     Join our club

Join via the website, or call Iona McLean-Hall on 01525 220562 for details

Website by Jupiterwill

Set in 1920's London, 
Sarah Waters's sixth novel, 
tells the story of Frances 
Wray. She lives with her 
mother in Champion Hill, 
a rather select area of 
South London. They live 
there in genteel poverty, 
their circumstances having 

changed drastically, after losing Frances's two 
brothers in the war and her father having died, 
leaving them in debt. Frances has taken over 
the day to day running of the house with no 
domestic help and although she is strong and 
healthy, the drudgery is taking its toll and there 
is still not enough money to live comfortably. 
Mrs Wray agrees reluctantly to take in lodgers, 
although it is not something someone of 
her class would do normally. The arrival of 
Leonard and Lilian Barber changes their lives 
completely. Frances and her mother realise 
that their 'paying guests' invade their privacy, 

that they are of a lower class and their way of 
living is completely different to the hidebound 
etiquette of the upper middle classes. Lilian is 
rather bohemian and exotic in her tastes and 
appearance, which Frances fi nds fascinating 
from the outset. Leonard, she fi nds rather 
different and fi nds his humour and double 
entendres off putting. The inevitable happens 
and soon Frances and Lilian are conducting a 
passionate but clandestine affair, the secrecy 
needed infl aming its intensity. The opinions 
of the day outlawed such liaisons, but the two 
women are swept along by their feelings for 
one another.
The fi rst half of the novel is rather slow. Every 
detail of Frances's humdrum existence is noted 
and the tedium of keeping up appearances 
is described brilliantly. Then in complete 
contrast, the latter half of the book changes 
pace and becomes a thriller. Two rather 
shocking events occur, throwing Frances into 
a chain of events that spiral out of her control, 
and the reader is swept along with her, wanting 
to know how her problems are resolved.
This is a novel that portrays vividly, class 
divides and the struggle to preserve standards. 
Sarah Waters champions same sex partnerships 
and her novels set out to show the diffi culties 
women have had to deal with historically.
This book was enjoyed by the majority of our 
group and provoked a very lively discussion. 
We would recommend it as a very good read.

Edlesborough 
Book Group
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01525 
377751
enquiries@stjudesclinic.com
www.stjudesclinic.com

 

 
 

Free 10 minute advice chats with 
our Chartered Physiotherapists 
& HCPC Registered Podiatrists

Kennels & Kathotel 
Offering your pet a fully licensed Dog 

and Cat boarding service. 

Purpose built Dog kennels 

Individual Cat chalets with outdoor 
exercise runs 

All in pleasant country surroundings 

 

ILLUSTRIA 
Springfield oad 

Wellhead 
NR Dunstable Beds 

LU6 2JT 
 

Proprietors 
MMick, Denise  and Michele  Garrod  

    

       For a top quality 
 decorating job call 

Marc Flack 

01525 223166 

 

     
    Trading locally for 10 years 

       References are available 

General Building & Plumbing
(25 years experience)

• Roofi ng; Installer of UPVC 
guttering, soffi ts & fascia boards

• Kitchens & Bathrooms fi tted
• Property Maintenance

• Fencing   • Patios & Block Paving
• Gazebos   • Garden Structures

Tel: 01525 221470
Mobile: 07946 626564

FREE ESTIMATES
• • • 

ALL WORK CONSIDERED
NO JOB TOO SMALL

N.D.S.
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Five Good Reasons to use Plumm Property
Private Offi ces - direct savings to you on fees

Local Knowledge - from our highly experienced team

Unrestrictive contracts - no lengthy tie-in periods

Marketing to outside area - attracting London buyers

Managing all your needs with a 1st class professional service

From Offer through to Completion of Sale

01296 660230
www.plummproperty.co.uk

Don’t be alarmed,
we’re here to help!

Established in 1999

e: info@plummproperty.co.uk
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• Avoid trips and slips – put rock salt on 
your steps and take extra care when 
walking - a pair of trekking over-shoes are 
useful for giving you the extra grip needed 
in the snow.

•  Shovelling snow – watch that back! Keep 
the shovel close to your body and get your 
legs to do the work.  Don’t overload the 
shovel and take regular breaks.

•  Don’t be a couch potato – staying active 
boosts your mood and helps you to stay 
in shape. Exercise helps to increase your 
immune system and keep the colds and 
‘fl u at bay.  If you’re running or doing 
sports outside in the winter: 
• Dress for the cold – wear layers rather 

than heavy clothing.  A light weight 
moisture wicking base layer and 
leggings or running tights underneath a 
pair of shorts will help you stay warm.  
Avoid losing heat from your hands and 
head by wearing gloves and a hat/fl eece 
headband.

• Stay safe – be seen.  Don’t wear dark 
colours –choose clothes that are bright, 
white or fl uorescent yellow and add a 
refl ective bib or strap.

• Warm up and cool down - essential 
to avoid injury, start by walking for 
about 10 minutes and gradually increase 
your pace and maybe try some walking 
lunges or high knee skips.  Cool down 
by running at a slow pace for 5 – 10 
minutes and do some stretches inside so 
you don’t get cold.  

• It’s fi ne to exercise with a bit of a 

cold but listen to your body, and don’t 
exercise if you have a fever.

For professional treatment and advice, 
contact your local Chartered Physiotherapist:

St Judes Clinic, 
 26 Lake Street 

Leighton Buzzard
LU7 1RX 

 01525 377751
 www.stjudesclinic.com

enquiries@stjudesclinic.com

NORTHALL BAPTIST 
CHAPEL

Chapel Lane, Northall
(just beyond the 30 speed limit signs on 

the road towards Leighton Buzzard)
Everyone is welcome to our Sunday 
worship each week between 11am and 
12.30pm including tea/coffee and time to 
talk together.

For more information contact:
John Hazell 01525 218142

Email northallchapel@btinternet.com
There has been a Baptist Chapel in Northall 
for more than 200 years. Today we continue 
to seek to worship God, serve him in our 
daily lives and support and encourage one 
another in the diffi cult and the joyful times.

Surviving the 

Winter with 

some Tips from 

St Judes
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For more details please contact: 

Hilary Chadwick (Envoy)  07932 057490 

hilary.chadwick@salvationarmy.org.uk 

 

e 
Charles Hill Garden Services Ltd

Design - Build
Est: 2006

A professional company working with all your gardening requirements 
from design to complete landscape. 

 NCH in Horticulture
City & Guilds in Garden Design

Call Charles to discuss your garden plans today. 
Mobile: 07773723236
Office: 01525 242065

charles@charleshillgardenservices.co.uk 
accounts@charleshillgardenservices.co.uk 

www.charleshillgardenservices.co.uk

Cook One-Pot Salmon and Roast Asparagus for your Valentine
Prep: 20 mins, Cook: 50 min, Serves 2

Ingredients:
400g new potatoes, cut in half if large
2 tbsp olive oil
8 asparagus spears, trimmed and halved
2 handfuls cherry tomatoes
1 tbsp balsamic vinegar
2 salmon fi llets, about 140g/5oz each
A handful basil leaves

Method:
1. Heat the oven to 220C/fan 200C/gas 
2. Tip the potatoes and 1 tbsp of olive oil 
into an ovenproof dish, roast the potatoes 
for 20 mins until starting to brown.
3. Add the asparagus to the potatoes and 
return to the oven for 15 mins.
4. Add the cherry tomatoes and vinegar 
and place the salmon amongst the 

vegetables. Drizzle with the remaining oil 
and return to the oven for 10-15 mins until 
the salmon is cooked.
5. Scatter the basil leaves over it and serve 
everything straight from the dish.
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GRASS ROOTS Edlesborough 

 

Violin, Viola, Piano & 
Music Theory Lessons 

in Cheddington 
 

Vaughan Jones G.B.S.M., 
A.R.C.M. is a friendly and experi-
enced teacher, who enjoys working 
with both children and adults,  
focussing on general musicianship as 
well as a tension free approach to 
playing.   
 
Vaughan teaches from his home in 

Cheddington and has slots available on weekdays & weekends.  
 

All ages welcome from 7 upwards 
Violin and viola lessons from beginner up to Grade 8 
and diploma standard 
Piano lessons from beginner up to Grade 5 standard 
Theory can also be taught up to Grade 8 standard 
In addition, Vaughan can support students preparing for 
their ABRSM aural tests up to Grade 8 
Lessons are £10 for 20 minutes, £15 for 30 minutes, 
£20 for 45 minutes or £25 for a full hour 

 
If you’re interested in starting lessons and would like more 
information, feel free to give Vaughan a call on 07870 171194 
or e-mail him on: info@manorhousemusic.co.uk  
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Jo & Dave's Famous Couples & Double 
Acts Fancy Dress Valentine's Disco & Bar 

in Support of VHL UK & Ireland. 
@ 

Eaton Bray Village Hall 13th Feb 2016 
19:00-0:00 

£15 per person (Over 18's Only)

Contact Jo or Dave on 07894 532633 to purchase your 
tickets.

Present ticket on arrival to claim a glass of fizz or soft drink. 
All profits from the night will go to VHL UK & Ireland*. 

 
(Fancy Dress optional)  

  
If you're unable to come and want to make a donation please do so at

 
*VHL UK & Ireland reg 1160381 
http://www.vhl-uk-ireland.org/ 

VHL (Von Hippel-Lindau) Syndrome is a rare genetic disorder characterised by non malignant and 
malignant tumours; patients battle a series of malignant and benign tumours their whole lives. 
The VHL gene is involved in many other forms of cancer. Manifestations commonly occur on the 

retina, brain and spinal cord, kidneys, pancreas, inner ear and adrenals.
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NORTHALL & DISTRICT

WEDNESDAY CLUB
CHARITY No 293080

QUIZ NIGHT
FRIDAY 11th MARCH 7:30pm
NORTHALL VILLAGE HALL

2 COURSE HOT SUPPER
(Bring your own drink)

TICKETS £8 from Beryl Bishop 01525 220868

The Lions Club of Eaton Bray & Edlesborough are delighted to partner
MacMillan Cancer Research on the Mammoth Quiz 2016

Friday 26th February 2016
Dagnall Village Hall

7.45pm
Teams of 8 players - £10.00 per person including a hot supper

Cash bar available       Raffl  e       Prize for winning team
All profi ts raised to be donated to MacMillan Cancer Research

To book your Ɵ ckets please call 01525 229 656
HELP IMPROVE THE LIVES OF PEOPLE AFFECTED BY CANCER – 

JOIN YOUR LOCAL QUIZ EVENT 
Macmillan Cancer Support, registered charity in England and Wales

(261017) Scotland (SC039907) and the Isle of Man (604) 
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AMETHYST
AQUARIUS
ASH WEDNESDAY
BOOTS
FEBRUARY
CAMELLIA
CARDS
CHINESE NEW YEAR
COAT
COLD
CROCUS
CUPID

FROST
GLOVES
HEART
ICE
LEAP YEAR
LENT
LOVE
NATIONAL NEST BOX WEEK
STORY TELLING WEEK
PISCES
RAIN
ROBIN

SAFER INTERNET DAY
SCARF
SHROVE TUESDAY
SNOW
SNOWDROPS
ST VALENTINES DAY
VIOLET
WIND
WINTER
WORLD CANCER DAY

WORDSEARCH   February

Word List:
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Come for Coffee 
 

 For a warm welcome and 
a cheering cuppa 

each month in 
 

Eaton Bray 
10.00am – midday 

 
Saturday 6th February 
Saturday 5th March 

What: Fitness4Fun with Kay 
Where: Edlesborough Memorial Hall 
When: Every Friday, 10:00-11:00 am 

Why not give it a go?   Only £5 per 
week for one hour of fun fitness.  
Pay-as-you-go, come when you can. 

Get those muscles working!  Tone 
and strengthen arms, legs, bums 
and tums – you’ll look and feel 
great. 

No need to book – just show up. 

Come along and join our friendly 
group.   
Everyone welcome.    
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At the April 2015 Parish Council 
Meeting, the Council agreed that it would 
once again look into the possibility of 
developing a Neighbourhood Plan (NP).  
When this issue was last discussed in 
2011/12, a Neighbourhood Plan Survey 
was carried out to establish what the views 
of parishioners were with regard to future 
growth and development.  This identifi ed 
that most residents agreed that some very 
limited housing development would be 
needed over the next 20 years, but the 
total number considered appropriate by 
the majority was 10 or less in each of 
the three villages, with a maximum of 5 
houses on a single development.
These fi ndings were reviewed with the 
Local Planning Authority (AVDC), who 
advised that an NP was an instrument to 
manage growth and not to inhibit it.  The 
very limited growth that the parishioners 
favoured was not considered appropriate 
for a Neighbourhood Plan.  The Parish 
Council therefore decided not to proceed 
with an NP in the hope that the then 
emerging Vale of Aylesbury Plan (VAP), 
which was founded on the then new 
concept of localism, would provide the 
desired protection from large new housing 
developments.  Unfortunately, Central 
Government’s view of localism was far 
less “local” than we (and others) had 
hoped, and the VAP failed at the Planning 
Inspectorate examination stage.
So what’s changed?  Firstly, the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
introduced by the previous Coalition 
Government introduced the principle of 
“an assumption in favour of sustainable 
development”.  Central Government’s 
defi nition of sustainable is fairly 
loose, resulting in many proposals on 
the edge of existing settlements that 

would previously have been considered 
inappropriate, suddenly being judged to 
be “sustainable”.  This was compounded 
by a Central Government edict that the 
local policies that had previously limited 
new large housing developments on the 
edges of existing settlements were to be 
considered out of date unless the Local 
Planning Authority could demonstrate 
that it had an adequate 5-year housing 
supply.  Authorities like AVDC that don’t 
have an up to date local plan that has 
been rigorously scrutinized are not able 
demonstrate a proven 5-year supply.
As a consequence of this assumption 
in favour of sustainable development 
and the lack of a proven 5-year housing 
supply, many villages in Aylesbury Vale 
are now being bombarded by opportunist 
applications for large edge of settlement 
housing developments that AVDC are 
apparently powerless to resist.  When the 
new Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP) 
is introduced towards the end of 2017, it 
will hopefully introduce policies that 
will once again restrict some of the more 
extreme edge of settlement developments.
Based on the current situation however, 
the Parish Council determined it should 
develop a Neighbourhood Plan. Six public 
meetings were held in January to explain 
the proposals and to seek participation in 
developing the plan.  We believe that if 
we create an NP that embraces the amount 
of development imposed on us by VALP, 
it could enable us to resist any further 
unwanted developments from then on.  
We don’t yet know how many new houses 
we will be obliged to accommodate under 
VALP, but it’s likely to be of the order of at 
least 100 over the next 15 to 20 years.  It is 
important to understand that unless we are 
prepared to develop a plan that includes 
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that number of new houses, the plan would 
never be successful at the examination 
stage.  Without an NP, we would have 
no control over future development 
within the Parish.  Applications would 
just be determined against the more 
general policies contained in the local 
plan (VALP), which we know from past 
experience are prone to very subjective 
interpretations.  
An NP is not just about housing numbers, 
it can also specify the location of new 
developments and the type of housing, 
employment and retail development, 
community and leisure facilities, education 
and medical priorities etc.  Whilst it must 
be led by the Parish Council, it has to 
involve the entire community.  It needs 
to involve people from all walks of life 
within the community.  It will cost money 
to develop. Estimates vary, but we believe 
we need to allow for something in the 
order of £15,000, although we should be 
eligible for a grant of up to £8,000.  

An NP must be compliant with the 
District Council’s Local Plan – in other 
words it cannot override anything 
that is included in the Local Plan.  It is 
however an opportunity to add additional 
policies and restrictions such as a defi ned 
settlement boundary and the retention of 
specifi c green spaces.  Once an NP has 
been approved and adopted, it carries 
the same weight as the local plan and is 
the document against which planning 
applications must be made. This is very 
different from a Parish Plan which carries 
little or no weight in the determination of 
planning applications.
If you were unable to attend any of the 
meetings and would like to engage with 
us in the process please contact our clerk 
Penny Pataky, clerk@edlesborough-pc.
gov.uk. A full report on the outcome of the 
January meetings will appear in the next 
edition of Focus in March.
Edlesborough Parish Council

Sun.6th Dec. 9.00 am  Eucharist   
 10.30 am Morning Service
Sun.13th. Dec. 10.30 am Morning Service 
Sun. 20th Dec. 3.00 pm  Dagnall Village Carol Service  
Christmas Day 9.00 am  Eucharist   
 10.30 am Family Service
Sun. 27th Dec. 10.30 am Carol Praise
Sun. 3rd Jan. 3.00 pm  Covenant Service
Sun. 10th Jan. 10.30 am Morning Service
Sun. 17th Jan. 10.30 am Family Communion
Sun. 24th Jan. 10.30 am          Family Service   
 3.00 pm  United Service for the Week of Prayer for   
    Christian Unity at St Mary’s, Eaton Bray
Sun 31st Jan. 10.30 am Morning Service
Sun. 7th Feb. 9.00 am  Eucharist   
 10.30 am Morning Service
Sunday School meets each Sunday at 10.30 am except when there is a Family Service.
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Right: A frosty morning 
at the Ford, Eaton Bray 
by Richard Woodhead

Below:Ashridge by Sally 
Siddons

Middle right: Red Kite by 
Phil Wood

Right: Winter morning in an 
Eaton Bray fi eld by Richard 

Woodhead

48
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Right: Wallaby 
sunbathing near 17th 
Whipsnade Park Golf 
Club by John Hockey

Below: Stowe Gardens by 
Richard Woodhead

Middle right: You 
lookin’ at me by Andy 

Cross

Right: Ivinghoe by Phil 
Wood

49
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SPRING FILM 

SEASON 2016
Date: January – March 2016
Box Offi ce: 01582 60 20 80 (opt 7)
Book Online: www.grovetheatre.co.uk 

With the 2015-16 fi lm season well under 
way, the Golden Globe winners have just 
been announced  and there is anticipation 
to see which nominees will be awarded 
a BAFTA in February, before the fi nale of the 88th Annual Academy Awards on 
Sunday 28 February. 
There looks to be particular success for British talent this year, so the Grove Theatre, 
Dunstable are proud to be showing a wide range of critically acclaimed fi lms over the 
next few months, on one of the biggest screens in Europe.
Highlights include everybody’s favourite secret agent James Bond, in the action-
packed Spectre (12A); Dame Maggie Smith portraying the true story of The Lady 
in the Van (12A); and winner of a Best Actor award last year Eddie Redmayne, 
transforming himself to portray the transgender pioneer Lili Elbe in The Danish Girl 
(15). Not to mention the return of Kate Winslet to tell the tale of a woman scorned in 
The Dressmaker (12A), and the biggest fi lm of the UK and Ireland 2015 box offi ce, 
Star Wars: Episode VII The Force Awakens (12A).

The action continues into amazing animation, 
perfect for our younger audience, including 
the story of Peter Pan before he reached 
Neverland in Pan (PG), an unlikely but epic 
story of friendship between a dinosaur and a 
human in The Good Dinosaur (PG) and the 
continuing adventures of Alvin, Simon and 
Theodore in Alvin and the Chipmunks: 
The Road Chip (PG).

For full listings of the Spring Film Season, contact the Box Offi ce on 01582 60 20 80 
or visit www.grovetheatre.co.uk.
Tickets for fi lm are £7 with discounts 
for concessions, wheelchair users 
and friends of the Grove Theatre. 
Or if you want to feel even more like 
a VIP, there are tickets for Premium 
seats available at £14 with discounts 
for concessions, including your choice 
of free drink. 
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  Free No Obligation Measuring And Quotations 
  All Blinds Made To Measure 
 Choose In The Comfort Of Your Own Home Or Workplace 

  Family Run Business
  Large Range Of Quality, Affordable Fabrics And Colours To Choose From 

AA dd QQ tMMM i tMMMMMMM iiiiiiiiiii AAA dd QQ t

Call: 01525 220477 or 01582 699565

www.vansarblinds.co.uk

 E: sales@vansarblinds.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL  
EXPERTS

OVER  

25  
YEARS

Make your house a home with blinds and awnings from 

Financially Prudent (IFA) Ltd 
23 The Green, Edlesborough, LU6 2JF 

 

Your local IFA for impartial Personal or 
Corporate advice on: 

• Mortgages 
• Pensions & Annuities 
• Insurance 
• Savings & Investments 

 
Call Paul Pearce on 01525 220480 or email 

paul@finpru.com for a no obligation initial discussion 
 
 

 
Financially Prudent (IFA) Ltd is authorised and regulated  

by the Financial Conduct Authority 

 

All Aspects of Grounds Maintenance 
Weed Control • Driveways & Patios
Lawn Care & Scarifying • Fencing

 Turfi ng • Tree Work
Snow Cleaning & Gritting

Tel: 01582 872084 Mob: 07876 500292
Email: chambo.1628@btinternet.com

J.G.S. Metalwork & Son
Specialists in Gates
& Gate Automation

Access Control • Security Grilles • Railings
Balconies • Stairwells

www.jgsmetalwork.co.uk
Call in to discuss your ideas

High Street, Edlesborough LU6 2HS
Tel: 01525 220360 Fax: 01525 222786
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Dagnall Church of 
England School 

 
A Buckinghamshire co-educational school 

For 4-7 year olds 

 
 

Dagnall Church of England School offers small classes, an exciting 
curriculum, excellent care and good links with the local community 

 
        
                   
 
 
 
                                       
 
 
 

Ofsted 2011 
“Pupils are confident, 
very happy at school 
and curious to learn.” 

E-mail: 
office@dagnall.bucks.sch.uk 

Tel: 01442 842473  
www.dagnall.bucks.sch.uk 
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D & E HINES

High-Class 
Butchers

Quality Beef, Pork & Lamb
Grade A Poultry

BBQ & Sausage Speciality
Renowned for ‘Bunkers Sausages’

Telephone: 01525 220413
98 High Street, Eaton Bray
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MJ Security Systems
Contact Us For More Information
Unit 4, Arianne Business Centre, 
Blackburn Road, 
Townsend Industrial Estate, 
Houghton Regis,
Bedfordshire, 
LU5 5DZ

T: 0800 0856126
E: info@mjsecurity.co.uk
W: www.mjsecurity.co.uk

Please call for a free quotation

Established 1970

For all your aerial 
and satellite needs 

call Colin on

01525 374742
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Edlesborough School  

& Pre-School 

 

PPupils’ behaviour is outstanding... 

The environment for learning is exciting and 

stimulating... 

A real strength of the school is pupils’ attitude to their 

learning .  

                                                                Ofsted 2013         
 

For more information about our School, Pre-School and Before and After School facilities, 
visit our website at www.edlesborough.bucks.sch.uk 

Please contact the school on 01525 220431 to arrange a visit. 
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JAMES FALCON-CROSS
LANDSCAPING AND 

OUTDOOR LIVING DESIGN
ALL ASPECTS OF LANDSCAPING 

UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING 
FENCING, TURFING AND PATIOS 

TIMBER STRUCTURES
DESIGNED AND BUILT

VEGETABLE AND HERB GARDENS
01442 843258 / 07769 901325
ONECROSSFALCON@GMAIL.COM

Eaton Bray Village Hall 
Superb venue for weddings 
Fantastic place for parties and  

                dances 
A must for children’s parties, can fit  

               the bouncy castle inside if weather 
               dictates!!! 

Keep fit groups 
Ideal for Club meetings or functions 

Equipped to support theatrical productions and film shows 
Large car park  
Large Kitchen with a six ring cooker, large 
refrigerator, hot trolley, crockery etc. 
3 separate areas to hire to meet your 
needs and budget 
For more information and brochure 
please  ring Norman on 07975 797202 

S M Reilly & Son LtdS M Reilly & Son Ltd
General Builders & Contractors

Turning Your House into
 a Home Since 1987

All aspects of the building trade undertaken
*Extensions*Hard Landscaping*

*Windows, Doors & Conservatories*
*Fitting of Aluminium Bi-fold Doors*

*Kitchen & Bathrooms*Drives*
*Loft Conversions*

01525 221740 07970 637511
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C H BUILDERS

cwhawkes@tiscali.co.uk
Tel: 07989 357231

Local builder with over 35 
years experience in the trade, 
specialising in:
• Kitchen fi tting and alterations
• Extensions
• Loft conversions
• Renovations

Recommendations available

Please contact Chris to discuss 
any requirements for a free 
quotation

Let your local RHS qualifi ed 
gardener make your garden 

beau  ful, from simple 
garden maintenance to total 

redesign of your garden.

Please call Barry on
01525-222451 or 

07541196384
to pop round for a free chat.

The 
Gentleman 
Gardener

McTimoney
CHIROPRACTIC

Margie Craib  BSc BHSI DC AMC MMCA
Human and Animal Treatments

Ashridge Farm, Ringshall, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1ND
Telephone: (01442) 842729

General Chiropractic Council Registration No. 293

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Local & Est. Brush n Vac

Friendly, Clean and Effi cient
 Call KEVIN HING on

Tel: 01525 371592
Mob: 07940 528897

www.khing.co.uk
Member of NACS
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My fellow Focus editor recently sent me the following item which she had “gleaned 
from the web” and thought might be of interest to our readers. She  asked if I could 
“improve on it”!  We do not know if it is from an authoritative source. BUT here goes. 
The text IS interesting and prompts the question, amongst many others: how will it 
affect our villages? 
“The Link is a 2.9m two-lane dual carriageway. It will run between the A5 (at Thorn 
Turn, just north of its existing junction with the A505) and the M1 at a new Junction 
11A (to the south of the existing Toddington Motorway Services Area).
The A5-M1 Link will increase accessibility between Milton Keynes and M1 Junction 9, 
making journey times shorter and more reliable for vehicles travelling a long distance.
The A5 through Dunstable will be ‘detrunked’ to take heavy goods vehicles away from 
Houghton Regis and Dunstable, reducing congestion and improving air quality.
It will stimulate further economic investment and help provide much needed employment 
and job opportunities for residents throughout the area. 
Dunstable will have space to thrive, improving opportunities and quality of life for 
people living and working there.
The Woodside Link will provide access to a new development area north of Houghton 
Regis, where 5,600 new homes are to be built and 30 hectares of employment land 
developed by 2031. 
The Woodside Link is part of the Dunstable Town Centre Masterplan, which includes 
the Highways Agency’s A5-M1 Link (North Dunstable Bypass) and The Busway.
The Secretary of State for Transport approved the Woodside Link by granting a 
Development Consent Order on 30 September 2014.
It is expected to cost around £38.3m.”
It looks more like a press release than an informative web page, and seems to be aimed 
at confusing the reader rather than clarifying the purpose and function of the new 
highways. You, dear reader, will want to know:

• how will they increase accessibility between Milton Keynes and Junction 9 on the 
M1?; 

• what evidence is there that the new routes will take HGVs away from Dunstable 
and Houghton Regis, reduce congestion and improve air quality?; 

• how will they stimulate further economic investment and provide more employment 
opportunities in the area?; and 

• how will they provide space for Dunstable “to thrive, improving opportunities and 
quality of life ….” etc.

I don’t have any answers to these questions. They are all very laudable aims of course. 
Nobody is going to object to them. But they offer the sort of vague benefi ts invariably 
trotted out to justify large scale infrastructure and other development projects. The 

The A5-M1 
Woodside Link 

road



60

cynical amongst you will be thinking: “I’ll believe that when I see it.”
Of course the real justifi cation for these two, new, related, highway schemes is to 
facilitate access to the extensive new urban growth areas north and north east of 
Houghton Regis which have already been granted outline planning permission for the 
construction of vast amounts of residential, industrial, commercial, retail, service and 
other development. Without these new highways access to the new growth areas would 
be indirect and congested making it diffi cult to successfully market the new properties. 
At the same time, if developers could be persuaded to help fund the new highway 
projects, it’s a  win all round!
But this doesn’t make a very convincing case. In times of austerity the public will want 
to know how such heavy public expenditure on these massive new highways, carving 
their way through the South Bedfordshire green belt countryside, can possibly be 
justifi ed - particularly when the new growth areas to be served by them have attracted 
widespread objections. So other more or less plausible benefi ts of the schemes have to 
be found. Hence the anodine bullet points above.
Dunstable residents are, however, likely to be sceptical of claims that this will bring 
an end to the chronic traffi c congestion in the town centre, and bring about markedly 
better conditions for its users.
They will be aware that a very large proportion of the traffi c on the A5 and the A505/
B489 has its origin and/or destination in the area. They will also know that to avoid 
using the A5 through Dunstable, traffi c between Milton Keynes and Junction 9 
will have to use one of the most heavily congested and slowest moving parts of the 
motorway network – the section of the M1 between Junctions 9 and 11. How attractive 
will this be to the drivers of long haul HGVs and others?
Some Dunstable residents will know that what they would call a “proper by-pass for 
Dunstable” was on the cards for many years, running between the A5 at Thorn Turn 
and the A5 south of Caddington Turn, east of the town centre. Many think that such 
a by-pass is the only effective way of relieving Dunstable of its burden of traffi c and 
enabling much needed improvements in the town centre to be carried out. But they also 
know that such a by-pass is never going to be acceptable because of its severe adverse 
impact on important and nationally designated landscapes and wildlife habitats.
So what we come down to is a new east-west route which purports to be a by-pass; and 
a quick way for heavy goods traffi c to get to the M1 from the Woodside and Boscombe 
Road employment areas which avoids the existing road network through Dunstable 
and Houghton Regis Town Centres. Let us hope that they do have some appreciable 
benefi ts for those places.
But what about us? I hear you ask! Well, I suppose that if you want to go to Hitchin you 
will be able to do so without going through Dunstable and either Luton or Houghton 
Regis, so your journey time could be reduced. Of course you will have to negotiate the 
new Jcn 11A. This may be a daunting prospect as it will connect not just with the M1 
but with the new Woodside Link and the local road network – Sundon Road, Luton 
Road Toddington, and any new link to the proposed Sundon Rail Freight Interchange 
and the new north of Luton growth areas. Could be fun!
On the other hand it is not impossible to imagine that traffi c fl ows could increase 
through our villages as a result of the new road. Using village streets between Dagnall 
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and the A505 north of Eaton Bray will offer a potentially attractive way for traffi c 
between the M1 and Hemel Hempstead to avoid both the slow moving, “detrunked” 
A5 through the centre of Dunstable, the congested and slow moving  M1 between 
junctions 9 and 11, and the awkward negotiation of the A5120 through Toddington.  
Makes sense to me.
No doubt meticulous modelling has been used to forecast future, post scheme, traffi c 
fl ows on the local road network which show that there will be no material increase. But 
traffi c has a way of defying such predictions.
The text is very vague about the overall costs of the schemes. The £38.3 million fi gure 
is, I believe, the cost of the Woodside Link – the total cost of the two schemes being in 
the region of £120 million. This will no doubt provoke some to say such sums should 
never be spent on new road schemes – they only encourage more trips by car and 
lorry. More traffi c creates more congestion, and more congestion leads to calls for the 
construction of yet more expensive roadworks to attempt to resolve the problem. Do 
they have a point? Will the new roads encourage you to pop over to Barton to see Fred 
and Mary more often? How much additional traffi c will be “generated” by these new 
highways to take advantage of quicker journey times?
Of course this principle doesn’t bear the “reductio ad absurdum” test too well. If 
applied we would have had no canals, railways, or road improvements. But the general 
point is worth considering. What do you think?
Let us have your views. Are the new roads a good thing? Or will they make things 
worse?  How will they affect our villages? All thoughts gratefully received.
George Crutcher

01442 890265
enquiries@travelimpressions.co.uk
www.travelimpressions.co.uk

Suite 4, George House, 64 High Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF

Looking to book a cruise...
• We work with all the major cruise lines, whether you are looking for a river cruise or an ocean cruise
• Friendly, honest advice from an independent travel agency
• Extensive experience to arrange every detail
• Using fully bonded tour operators
• No booking fees

For help with finding the best cruise for you please call or email us
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The Christmas 
season brought 

us a run of joyful services. Cafe Worship on the 
third Advent Sunday, led with characteristic 
vitality by Belinda Freeman, gave us a chance 
to consider different attitudes to Christmas and 
the message of the humble stable where Jesus 
was born and ‘the Word became Flesh’. Our 
Carol Service on Sunday 20th December was 
sheer delight. Dr Roger Owers led the service, 
which was designed and performed by our 
Sunday School with zest and humour and 
great sincerity. Our own Keith Blackburn led 
the lovely Christmas Day service and the large 
congregation had a feast of beautiful carols 
and memorable readings. Our Communion 
Service on the last December Sunday was 
led by Rev Nigel Wright with a thought-

provoking sermon on the gifts of the Magi. 
We began the New Year with a happy service 
of praise created by our own members; a 
celebration of God, our Sovereign Lord, His 
Glorious Creation and Christ, Our Redeemer.
 The Craft Stall was full of beautiful handwork 
and very active in November and December, 
including the Coffee Morning and Craft Sale 
on Dec 5th.  In all an amazing total of £700 
was taken and we are immensely grateful to 
June Jarrett and Celia James for the generous 
commitment of their time, energy and skill.
Date for your Diary: 
Café Community
Saturday 13th February 2016, 11am -1pm
We will be delighted to see you if you come 
to join us for a cup of tea or coffee and/or a 
light lunch. 

WINTER FUNWINTER FUN
Our bowlers and their partners have just returned from a 4 day treat at Potters 
Leisure Resort (Hopton on Sea), tired, but full of the joys of ‘winter’. Potters is the 
home of the World Bowls Championships; shown each January on BBC.
Potters is perhaps better known for its leisure facilities, its theatre school and 
West End quality shows, good food and dance and big band weekends. Potters’ 
is a favourite with many Club members, so Potters all - inclusive holidays come 
highly recommend. We have already booked again for next year!!
Join us for WINTER FUN at Cheddington Bowls Club – you and any friends you 
bring will receive a warm welcome. Arrive for 7pm for a 7.30 start 
BEETLE DRIVE: Saturday January 23th 
BINGO February 20th
RACE NIGHT April 8th
Free Parking at the Recreation Ground, High St, Cheddington, LU7 9AA
Winter weeks have Short Mat (2), Bridge and Cribbage sessions at the Club 
More info? Club Sec. Tony Duke 01525 220644/ Web. cheddingtonbowls.org.uk

CHEDDINGTON BOWLS CLUB
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'The History of  Dagnall' and Geoff's 'War Time 
Memoirs' are available on Amazon written by our own 
village historian Geoff Spencer. They are each only 99p 
and if you go onto the Amazon web site and type Geoff 

Spencer into the search 
box the titles will come 
up in the results area.
If anybody would like 
further information, 
please contact Geoff 
Spencer on 01442 843557 
who would be more than happy to help you.

The History of Dagnall 
VILLAGE and ‘War Time 

MemoIrs’ By Geoff Spencer

Right: Dagnall 
Church School, 

built 1863

The 20-year-old joined the Dons on a season-long deal in July and 
made 15 appearances, six of which were starts.
Manager Karl Robinson told mkdons.com: “Sam’s attitude has been 
spot on and he’s always given everything - it’s unfortunate that things 

haven’t worked out.
“He’s found opportunities limited and it’s vital, at his age, that he is playing games on 
a regular basis and we never want to stand in the way of a young player doing that.”
Robinson added: “We are thankful to Southampton for their help and co-operation. I 
have no doubts that Sam will be a top, top player in the future and we wish him all the 
best.”
The Club would like to thank Sam for his efforts during his time at stadiummk wish 
him all the success in the future.
Meanwhile, Giorgio Rasulo and Kabongo Tshimanga have returned to stadiummk 
following the expiration of their loan deals at Oldham Athletic and Nuneaton Town 
respectively. 

Striker Sam Gallagher has returned to his 
parent club Southampton



64

Grove Production Project Auditions:
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast JR

Date: Sunday 7 February 10am and Thursday 11 February 4.30pm
Calling all aspiring performers, crew members and musicians: your 
theatre needs to share your talents!
The Grove Theatre’s annual summer musical project has turned things up a notch 
or two, incorporating more energy, experience and collaboration into a year set to be 
bigger and better than ever. Now under the name of Grove Production Project, the 
theatre is offering up to 100 young people aged 7-19, the opportunity to experience the 
making of a musical production and needs actors, musicians, singers and dancers, as 
well as those wishing to have a go at set building, lighting, sound, props and wardrobe. 
There are also opportunities for those aged 14-21 who wish to work backstage.
This exciting project gives young people the opportunity to work with a professional 
artistic, creative and technical team to stage a musical production on a West End sized 
stage at the Grove Theatre, Dunstable, as well as building confi dence 
and making new friends through the thrill of theatre.
The 2016 Grove Production Project will be Disney’s Beauty and the 
Beast JR, so be our guest and fi ll in an application form! 
Auditions will be held on Sunday 7 February with registration at 
10am and Thursday 11 February with registration at 4.30pm. For 
an application pack please visit the Take Part section of the website at 
www.grovetheatre.co.uk or email groveeducation@1Life.co.uk.

The Rotary Club of Dunstable shares an international motto of 
“Service above Self”. The Club members raise money during 
the year to put into their Benevolent Fund and once a year 
this money is distributed to good causes and charities local to 
Dunstable and the surrounding villages.
Each year three Antiques Fairs are held at the Dunstable 

Leisure Centre where all the profi ts go into the Benevolent Fund.  The next Fair is on 
Bank Holiday Monday, 2nd May 2016 and is open to the public between 10am and 
4pm.  Admission is a modest £2 per person.

How can you help?
• By having a stall at the event. Please contact Alan Tarsey on 01582 872673
• By attending the event
• By becoming a member of The Rotary Club and helping worthwhile causes in the 

community.

More information can be obtained from Roger Sharp on 01582 606405.

Rotary Club of Dunstable 
Antiques Fairs
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L&D Radio (registered charity No. 282934) seeks to 
broadcast a broad mix of music, chat programmes, 
entertainment, news and weather with priority 

given to the hospital and local communities.  
The radio station is run by volunteers and provides programmes 24 hours a day 
throughout the year via bed head Hospedia consoles and our own 1134 kHz medium 
wave transmitter as well as on line www.LDHR.co.uk .  Our station is funded entirely 
by charitable donations, sponsorship and members subscriptions.
The team visit wards and chat to patients and transform that experience into a 
community service radio station.  We believe that we bring a modern, professional and 
fun attitude and we always need more volunteers to join us to help sustain this valuable 
service for the future.
Our broadcasting schedule includes request programmes and specialist shows featuring 
a wide range of music.  We also broadcast local, national and internationally produced 
programmes for our listener’s entertainment which include Richards Todd`s Classic 
Retro countdown, Mellow Moments Andy Saunders, Gary Jacksons My Generation 
show and from down under, Mr D`s Hits and Memories and many more.  From time-
to-time we also relay outside broadcasts.
Visitors to our studio have included well known personalities such as Chris Tarrant, 
Esther Rantzen, David Pleat, Marty Wilde, 
and many more.   To top all that we bring 
our listeners the very latest national and 
international news on the hour every hour.  
When we are not live, our computer system 
plays music throughout the day and night.
Would you like to work as a volunteer 
at radio?
Many skills are required to run a 
station such as broadcasting, technical, 
administration, communications, fund 
raising, ward visiting and many more.  
Training is given.
If you feel you would like to help your 
local community, over 18 years of age 
and be part of a fun team giving some of 
your time to work in a professional and 
fun environment, please contact us on 
membership@ldhr.co.uk or follow the 
membership link on our website.

London Luton Airport
With an increase in aircraft in the area 
and in particular when the wind is from 
the East, we are getting some aircraft 
fl ying directly over the village to join 
the fl ight path into the airport. If you 
are disturbed by the traffi c fl ying over 
the village, there is a complaints hotline 
number: 01582395382. This is an 
airport number where you can register 
your concerns. It is important to do this 
if we are to reduce these disturbances 
over our village.
If you need to complain about Heathrow 
fl ight noise the number 
is  0800 344 844. Email: 
n o i s e _ c o m p l a i n t s @
heathrow.com

50 Years 
of Hospital 

Radio
1965 – 2015
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Tortoise & the Hare 
Date: Friday 12 February 12pm, 2pm & 4pm
Tickets: £6
Box Offi ce: 01582 60 20 80 (opt 7)
Book Online: www.grovetheatre.co.uk
Ready, set, RACE to the Grove Theatre, 
Dunstable on Friday 12 February at 12pm, 2pm 
or 4pm to catch the children’s ballet Tortoise & 
the Hare while it’s here!
Many children may know of the Hare who never 
stopped talking about how fast he could run. That 
was until Tortoise came along, tired of being teased 
for his slowness, and challenged him to a race. No one thought Tortoise could win 
but life is full of surprises; and this show could surprise your children with a wildly 
energetic performance of the story right before their eyes!

Tortoise & the Hare, a much loved Aesop’s 
fable, has been brought to life by Northern 
Ballet so that children and young families can 
continue to enjoy traditional stories, with the 
added excitement of immersing themselves 
into a world of live ballet, music and theatre.
Northern Ballet has become an international 
ambassador for world-class dance, taking 
inspiration for their performances from an 
extensive mix of classical dance, theatre, 
popular culture, literature and opera. They 
are recognised for their dedication to bringing 

a powerhouse of inventive dance to a diverse range of people, touring the UK to 
audiences who may not otherwise have access to such passionate story-telling and 
mastery of the highest quality ballet. 
Tortoise & the Hare is the latest in the company’s award-winning series of short 
ballets for children, following on 
from the sell-out successes of Ugly 
Duckling, Three Little Pigs and Elves 
& the Shoemaker. And so, the Grove 
Theatre is thrilled to welcome them to 
Dunstable this February.
Fancy treating your little ones to a lively 
and magical experience at one of three 
shows at the Grove Theatre? Tickets 
are just £6 and can be purchased from 
the Box Offi ce on 01582 60 20 80 or 
online at www.grovetheatre.co.uk.
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brayscape@aol.com
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AA JR
BUILDING SERVICES

Mobile: 07931 308306  Tel: 01582 475428
Email: ajrbuildingservices@hotmail.com

.Kitchens & Bathrooms. Refurbishments. Garage Conversions & Extensions. Plastering, Painting & Decorating. Wall and Floor Tiling. Patios and Fencing. Fascias & Soffits. General Maintenance

All aspects of building 
work undertaken:

F R E E  Q U O T A T I O N S

z z z z z z

Over 25 years experience
Friendly and Reliable 

Service
Fully insured

UNMARKED VEHICLES
For further information please call or email 

amccellandpestcontrol33@gmail.com

specialists in: wasps - bees - ants
hornets - fl eas - cockroaches - bed 
bugs - pigeons - magpies - rabbits

rats - mice - moles - squirrels
foxes - mink - feral cats

FOR FAST RESPONSE CALL:
Mobile 0777 494 8415
Offi ce 01582 872158
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The perfect place for
any occasion....

Accommodation - offering a variety of
rooms/suites

Breakfast, lunch or dinner
in our Henry’s restaurant
Sunday Lunch
Meetings
Wedding Packages
Private Functions
Funeral Receptions
Christmas & New Year Parties

For more information on what we offer,
please call us on

01582 662201
or visit our website.

The Old Palace Lodge Hotel,
Church Street, Dunstable, Beds Lu5 4Rt
www.oldpalacelodge.com
conference@mgmhotels.co.uk • tel: 01582
662201
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Leighton
Plumbing & Heating
Oil fi red boilers 
service, repairs 
& installations
All other aspects of plumbing 

& heating undertaken

Oftec registered & insured

01525 385250
07774 567472
11 Woodman Close
Leighton Buzzard

Beds
LU7 3NU

leighton-plumbing@ntlworld.com

Do you need a 

Helping Hand?
Our local care team has been
providing award winning quality 
homecare since 1989. 

We offer a homecare service from 30 

minutes per week to full-time Live-in 

Care, which enables you or your loved 
one to remain at home with compassion 
and dignity.
To find out how we can help, 

call: 01296 752 632 or

visit: www.helpinghands.co.uk

The Home Care Specialists

Also

01582 674829
mark@plumbingandgas.org.uk

Inc. LPG and park homes

p g g gwww.plumbingandgas.org.uk

MOBILE 
MASSAGE 
THERAPY 

Rejuvenate and revitalise with a massage. 
Rest your mind, relax your body, relieve tensions, 
restore calm and balance with some well deserved 

respite from your busy life and daily stresses.  

Sarah Tees, ITEC, CThA 
07792 542760 
01525 220323 
esprittherapy.co.uk

20% OFF  
FIRST 2 MASSAGES  

Vouchers are available 



72



73

         
Get the Beautiful Smile You Deserve! 

Book  your FREE Smile Assessment now. 

Some comments from our December 2015 Ofsted report:

Children learn good manners and know how to
treat each other with respect.

Staff are consistently kind and caring and this supports
children to develop confi dence and resilience.

Teaching is consistently good and children’s safety is
given the highest priority.

We are a committee run playgroup operating fi ve mornings a 
week 9:15 – 12:15 for children aged 2 to school age.

If you would like to fi nd out if your child would be happy here, 
please phone our Playgroup Leader, Ann Tobin on 07816 358 342.

www.dagnallunderfi ves.co.uk
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Call today to have your oven, hob, extractor or 
Aga professionally cleaned

Contact Paul Joyce: Tel 01525 792761
  Mob 07808 580718

pauljoyce@ovenwizards.com

Dog Walking & 
pet caring service
One off or regular
walks in familiar 

surroundings 
Cat sitting also available
Please call Sue on 
07758 647488

email: wagandstroll@gmail.com

DJH and Co Accountants  
Limited  

Specialising in helping smmall 
businesses and sself-eemployed 

ppeople.  
Financial Accounting, Bookkeeping, 
Payroll and Tax Assistance services. 

Competitive rates. Fully Licensed and insured. 

01525 792288/07875560090  
djhandcoaccountants@yahoo.com  
www.djhandcoaccountants.co.uk 

CHIROPODY HOME VISITING CHIROPODY HOME VISITING 
PRACTICEPRACTICE

Julia Reading, BSc(Hons)Julia Reading, BSc(Hons)
17 years experience17 years experience

* Corns * Hard skin * Verrucae* Corns * Hard skin * Verrucae
* Thickened/Ingrowing nails* Thickened/Ingrowing nails
* Nail cutting * Diabetic feet* Nail cutting * Diabetic feet

Please telephone: 0774 647 2781Please telephone: 0774 647 2781
for more information or to make for more information or to make 

an appointmentan appointment

Large Hall £6.00 per hourLarge Hall £6.00 per hour

Committ ee Room £3.50 per hourCommitt ee Room £3.50 per hour

Large Hall & £8.00 per hourLarge Hall & £8.00 per hour
Committ ee RoomCommitt ee Room

Bookings 01525 220891Bookings 01525 220891
Stairlift and access ramp availableStairlift and access ramp available

Coff ee TavernCoff ee Tavern



75

AladdinAladdin
Date: Friday 9 December 2016 – Sunday 1 January 2017
Tickets start from £12.50
Box Offi ce: 01582 60 20 80 (opt 7)
Book Online: www.grovetheatre.co.uk 
With over 20,000 tickets sold, the Grove Theatre’s 2015 pantomime of Cinderella is 
the theatre’s best-selling panto to date. Celebrating the success of the show, excitement 
surrounding the theatre is fl ying high and preparation has begun to bring you the next 
story.
Your wish will be granted if you are looking for spectacular adventure that will take you 
to a whole new world. Aladdin will be this year’s pantomime at the Grove Theatre, 
Dunstable, and is set to be a soaring success.
Will Aladdin be able to fi nd love and fortune outside of his mother’s laundrette in little 

Old Peking? And is he ready 
for the challenges that stand in 
his way? With big dreams and 
ambition, Aladdin’s tale will 
follow the lives of the rich and 
poor, the good and the evil, and 
most importantly, the magic of 
pantomime where the Genie of 
the lamp arrives to grant those 
Christmas wishes.
Comedy will be rife as your 
favourite characters appear 
before your eyes in an all star 
cast; soon to be announced. Oh 
yes it will!
This captivating production 
opens on Friday 9 December 
2016 and runs until Sunday 
1 January 2017. To keep the 
spirit of giving alive, if you book 
before Sunday 31 January 
2016, you can get your tickets 
at last year’s genie-us prices. 
Tickets start from just £12.50 
and can be purchased from the 
Box Offi ce on 01582 60 20 80 
or online at www.grovetheatre.
co.uk.
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Jonathan Vernon Smith is the 
Sony Award winning mid-
morning show presenter for 
BBC Three Counties Radio. 
During his consumer hour 
he helps listeners with their 
consumer problems and now 

shares his advice with you. 
Thankfully most consumer disputes can be 
settled through effective and fi rm dialogue.  
If not, there are programmes such as mine 
that offer additional assistance for people 
who are fi nding it diffi cult to resolve their 
consumer complaint.
However, some cases just cannot be 
resolved, no matter how hard one or both 
parties try.  It is for these cases that the 
small claims court can be very helpful.
This month, I will outline how to use the 
small claims court system to obtain the 
best results.
Firstly, DO NOT RUSH TO COURT.  
In my experience, judges often look 
unfavourably at customers who are seen 
to take a company to court too quickly.  It 
makes the consumer look unreasonable 
which never bodes well.  Therefore 
always try as hard as you can to resolve 
the complaint between yourselves fi rst.  
Consider the small claims court your last 
resort and it is essential that you have 
kept a record of your conversations and 
correspondence.
When you reach the conclusion that (within 
6 years of the dispute and for amounts up 
to £10,000) the company or tradesman is 
not prepared to resolve the problem, you 
must write a letter of intention.  Make it 
clear in the letter that you have tried hard 
to offer them opportunities to resolve the 
problem and that you would like to offer 
them one fi nal opportunity.  Allow them 
one month from receipt of the letter to 

respond, and make it clear that if you do 
not hear from them, you will lodge papers 
with the small claims court.  Send the 
letter recorded delivery and ensure they 
have received it and signed for it.
If they still show no interest in resolving 
the dispute, then you have an important 
decision to make.  Will you go through 
with your threat of court action or not?  
If you decide on the former, you must 
go into it with your eyes open.  You can 
always lose as well as win, however it 
may not cost you as much as you may 
think.  The fee is dependent on how much 
you are suing for, but this will be outlined 
when you proceed with the action.  If you 
are successful, the defendant will have to 
pay your costs as well as the amount you 
are claiming for.
It is also worth noting that you do not 
need a lawyer to take someone to the 
small claims court.  It’s relatively straight 
forward, and as long as you’ve been 
reasonable and sensible in your dealings 
with the company or tradesman, you stand 
a good chance of getting a favourable 
judgement.
In many cases, mediation is offered as a 
way of agreeing a course of action.  The 
result of this is not legally binding, and 
most often I would advise you to proceed 
with this where offered.  It doesn’t prevent 
you progressing a case to a judge if 
unsuccessful.   However, turning it down 
can made you look unreasonable.
If things go your way, the judge will 
award in your favour and will request that 
the defendant pays you a sum of money 
(either the whole of the amount you’re 
seeking, or a proportion of it).  They will 
be given instructions as to how to pay it, 
and if they fail to do so, you can instruct 
county court bailiffs to recover the money.  
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You can also escalate the case to the high 
court for a further fee and instruct the high 
court enforcement offi cers to chase your 
money.
Taking a company to court can be a 

daunting prospect, and I would always 
suggest obtaining advice from your local 
citizen’s advice bureau who will give you 
tailor-made advice on your specifi c case.
Good luck!

I’ve been fi ghting for consumer rights 
on my radio programme for many years 
now, and there’s one message I have been 
repeating constantly - PAY BY CREDIT 
CARD!
Whenever I repeat this mantra, I receive 
so many calls and emails of complaint 
from people saying that I’m encouraging 
debt, I lose the will to live.  However, I 
simply refuse to be silenced.
But why do I get on my high horse?  I’ll 
tell you why.  If you pay for goods or 
services by credit card you are protected 
in so many ways.   The woman who paid 
£1,000 by cheque for a bed that never 
turned up because the company went 
bust, the young man who put down a 
£500 deposit in cash for a new car only 
to fi nd the dealer had misrepresented the 
kind of vehicle it was.  These consumers 
could have received all of their money 
back with one phone call if only they’d 
paid by credit card.  You see under the 
Consumer credit act of 1974, the credit 
card company is equally liable for “for any 
breach of contract or misrepresentation by 
a supplier of goods or services on credit”.  
As long as the product or service costs 
between £100 and £30,000, you are 
covered for most unfortunate events.
There’s also absolutely no need to get into 
debt when paying by credit card.  If you 
were proposing to pay by cheque, cash or 
debit card then simply pay by credit card 
instead and pay the bill off in full the very 
next day.

So next time you plan to buy that new 
sofa, car, holiday or conservatory, FOR 
GOODNESS SAKE – PAY BY CREDIT 
CARD!

The Salvation Army,
Booth Place, Eaton Bray

Weekly Activities
Sunday
Footprints (Sunday School) 9.45-10.45am
Morning Worship 11am
Messy Church 3-5pm
(Last Sunday of the month)

Songs of Praise 4pm
(3rd Sunday of the month from May to  Dec)

Tuesday
Coffee Morning
(Alternate weeks) 10-11.30am

Music practices (all welcome) 7.30-9pm
Wednesday
Home League  2.30-3.30pm
(Ladies Mtg but all welcome)  

Champions Challenge Club (term time)
(Ages 5-10 years) 5.45-6.45pm

Thursday
Parent and Toddler Group
(Term time) 9.30-11.30am

Sewing & Craft Bees
(2nd Thursday of month) 7.45 pm

Ladies Fellowship 
(Last week of month) 7.45pm
For further details please call Envoy Hilary 
Chadwick. T:01525 222087 / 07932 057490
E: hilary.chadwick@salvationarmy.org.uk
W: www.salvationarmy.org.uk/eaton-bray
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Our November and December 
meetings were held in the 

Memorial Hall. The fi rst meeting took 
place on 10th November, when our speaker, 
Martin Sirot – Smith, spoke on the subject of 
‘Daily Life in Tudor Times’.  
Martin addressed his audience in the guise 
of Lawrence Washington, Lord of the Manor 
of Sulgrave and Stuchbury and dressed 
appropriately in the attire of a wealthy, 
middle class wool merchant, which clearly 
showed the difference between rich and poor 
during the Tudor period. Being the owner of 
two whole villages meant that ‘Lawrence’ 
owned all the properties, all the people and a 
total of 3,400 acres which totalled £324. 14. 
10. 
During Tudor times less than 6% of the 
population were considered to be civilised 
and educated. The remaining 94% were 
considered poor, ignorant peasants, who 
lived in hovels and were completely beholden 
to the lord of the manor.  For the poor, life 
was a daily struggle. Infant mortality was 
extremely high; six out of ten babies did not 
survive and women fared poorly too. Two 
women out of fi ve died during childbirth and 
one out of fi ve burnt to death because of their 
clothes catching alight. One last sobering 
thought, if a child survived and then lived to 
forty years that was regarded as old age. 
One’s position in Tudor life was regarded 
like a ladder. On the top rung were God 
and the angels. On the next rung sat the 
monarchs, the rulers and lords of the manor 
and at the bottom of the ladder were placed 
the peasants. The consensus was that they 
were kept there by God in order to control 
them.  
Having provided us with a broad outline of 
what life was like during the Tudor period 
the ‘Lord of the Manor of Sulgrave and 
Stuchbury’ proceeded to explain his life 

in more detail. He began by explaining the 
signifi cance of different colours. Only the 
king was allowed to wear the colour purple. 
If anyone else should dare to do such a thing, 
that person would be arrested for treason. Rich 
reds and blues belonged to the aristocracy 
along with silks and highly decorated robes 
and clothes. The rich middle class members, 
of whom our speaker belonged, were only 
allowed to wear English materials; wool and 
linen. However, the linen was decorated with 
black embroidery. 
Moving on from discussing the signifi cance 
of the various colours, our speaker proudly 
showed the audience his cloak, which 
touched the ground and was edged all the 
way down the front, round the neck and the 
sleeves with fur. Yet another sign refl ecting 
his wealth and power. The long cloak also 
came in useful for keeping him warm; the 
stone fl oors were extremely cold and the 
long cloak trapped the air and warmed it. 
Velvet caps were always worn, for two 
reasons: to keep the head warm and control 
infestations of lice.   
The lord’s complete wardrobe was exposed 
and explained, which proved to be a 
fascinating subject, with many apparently 
small items revealing the lord’s power and 
wealth.  Two such examples were: a) the 
garters at his knees, if these were crossed 
over behind his knees he was extremely rich 
and powerful and b) the size of feather in his 
cap. 
Not only were we shown the importance of 
the lord’s clothes but we also heard about 
table etiquette, the different types of diets 
between the rich and poor, the general health 
of the population, the amounts of alcohol 
consumed and the dangers involved when 
paying a visit to the dentist, which often led 
to the unfortunate visitor bleeding to death.  
The evening concluded with an insight 
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into what was considered the worst aspects 
of life in Tudor times: the dirt and stench. 
What caused such a state of affairs? Rats 
and mice were very much in attendance 
in both rich and poor households, leaving 
their nightly deposits all over the homes. 
Dogs roamed freely inside without being 
house trained.  As fi re was the only means 
of provision of heat for warmth and cooking, 
there was constant smoke throughout the 
homes. For instance, the lord’s manor house 
had fourteen fi replaces. Candles were made 
from tallow – animal fat that produced a very 
unpleasant odour. Bats and birds lived in the 
ceilings and therefore plenty of evidence was 
deposited everywhere.  Of course there were 
no proper toilets and people seldom washed 
either their bodies or their clothing, which 
added to the stench. In fact one was thought 
mad if one wanted to have a bath.  
I shall leave you with the words of Lawrence 
Washington, Lord of the Manor of Sulgrave 
and Stuchbury. “It was better to live in 
Elizabeth 11’s reign than Elizabeth 1’s.”      
December Meeting   
Our second meeting took place on 8th 
December. We had no speaker but instead 
had an extremely good time enjoying our 
Christmas meal and party. Our President 
welcomed our guest, Jenny Street, who 
is Buckinghamshire’s WI Federation 
Chairman and visitors from our fellow 
Beacon Group to our ‘Christmas Do’, which 
was made extra special by the dressing of the 
tables in red and cream. What a spectacular 
sight greeted us as we entered the room. Well 
done to all the ladies who worked so hard in 
preparing the hall. 
As well as the delight of having a Secret Santa 
– with the help of our secretary, Maureen 
and her suitably decorated wheelbarrow, 
the evening consisted of a very enjoyable 
meal provided by Jane and her ‘Dynamic 
Team’. Well Done Jane, for all your hard 
work. The WI ladies were entertained 

by fellow members who gave renditions 
of their poems. Those who were brave 
enough to perform were: Brenda who read, 
‘Differences Between Men and Women’ and 
told a very funny joke by Joan Rivers. Jacky, 
who gave credit to her husband for writing 
her funny poem, ‘A Christmas Cheer’ about 
Christmas Day activities and a piece entitled, 
‘Each Christmas’. Sue’s poem was also 
highly amusing, entitled, ‘I like to Meet an 
Old Dog I Can Teach New Tricks’.  Diane’s 
poem in contrast was vey sombre and 
certainly made us think entitled, ‘Turkey’. 
Phrena concluded the recital with her poem, 
‘Retirement’, which compared the Princess 
Cruise Liner with a nursing home!  
Our entertainment also included a selection 
of songs and music provided by our guest 
trio consisting of singer, Barbara Morton, her 
son Ashley, who played guitar and Hannah, 
who played keyboard.  Their programme was 
entitled, ‘Winter Wonderland’ and included 
gems such as: Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas and I’m Dreaming of a White 
Christmas. The fi nale to their programme 
included all of us singing the fi rst verse of a 
selection of traditional carols. It was a lovely 
performance by the trio.  
The very successful evening concluded with 
our guest, Jenny Street, giving a vote of 
thanks.    
Jackie Flint

Dunstable & District
Local History Society

Tuesday 9 February, 7.45pm
Songs of World War One

The songs sung by soldiers in the trenches 
poked fun at the generals or summoned up 
images of home. Mike Ruff accompanies 
himself on an accordian in this evocative 

presentation
Methodist Church Hall, Dunstable

Visitors always welcome £2
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Elevation: 450 ft - Latitude: 51° 50’ 13” North - Longitude: 0° 33’ 34” West

November 2015

December 2015

November was a mild dull month starting with a temperature of 19.3ºc on 
the 1st . Daytime temperatures continued around 15ºc until the 21st when 
we had a short cold snap. There were only 3 nights when temperatures 
dropped below zero. In the middle of the month we had a windy spell with 
max 50mph. Although we recorded rain on 24 days the amount was less than 
the 8 year average unlike the northern parts of the country.    
December was a very unusual month temperatures well above normal breaking 
records all-over the UK. For us in the Dagnall area mild does not cover it, it was 
almost warm. We recorded 21 days where the daytime temperature reached 12ºc and 
above, 16 nights remained above 8ºc. A December without any frost and the lowest 
temperature was 2.6ºc unbelievable. There was average rainfall for the month only 
79.00mm (3.1inches) but in Cumbria in just 48 hours they had 300 -400 mm (11.8 – 
15.75) how lucky we are.

This shows the High Temperatures and Rain for December



81

To show how warm it was in December I show night temperature for the fi rst 
week in June and December.

For weather data 24 hours a day, updated every 1 mins, visit: http://bit.ly/
weather_dagnall this site forecast and much more and the original site www.
dagnallweather.co.uk

Annual Climatological Summary for 2015
 Temperature Precipitation Wind Speed

If anyone has a question, comment or wishes to contact me please email: david@
dagnallweather.co.uk or telephone: 01442 843883.
Dagnall weather now has an app for your ipad & iphone!  Just go to the apple 
store, search for Wunderstation and follow the instructions to Dagnall Weather 
Station. Now updated every minute.

PITSTONE GREEN MUSEUM
A rural museum housed in the buildings of an 1831 farm

Vicarage Road Pitsto
The museum is run by volun

general public on the following
group visits can be arra

Museum open d
 Easter Monday 
     Bank Holiday Monday 
     Bank Holiday Monday 

S dVicarage Road, Pitstone,
Bucks, LU7 9EY

11am -5pm
Admission: Adults £6.00 Children £2.00

The museum is run by volunteers and 
we open to the general public on the 
following days only although group visits 
can be arrange at other times.
Easter Monday - 28th March 
Sunday 10th April 
May Day Bank Holiday Monday 2nd May 
Bank Holiday Monday 30th May 
Sunday 12th June 
Sunday 10th July 
Sunday 14th August 
Summer Bank Holiday - 29th August 
Sunday 11th September 
Sunday 9th October 
11am -5pm
Adults £6.00. Children £2.00
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What is the worth of a word?
Love    An old lady had died - the church was packed with people for her funeral service. 

She had been a friend to everyone - nothing was too much trouble for her.  Friends remembered how 
they had never turned to her in vain for help or comfort.
None of this will be recorded on her gravestone, she left no vast fortune, but her priceless legacy to 
the many who mourn her is simply the gift of having known her and felt her love.
St. Paul wrote that “Love is patient, love is kind, it does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It 
is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs”.
Quite a lot to try to live up to!
How would you defi ne love? Not the hearts and cards, fl owers and chocolates kind, that is bandied 
about on Valentine’s Day, but real, deep, love?
Mother Teresa never regarded herself as a philosopher, but these are a few of her sayings. 

“Let us always meet each other with a smile, for a smile is the beginning of love.”
“Spread love everywhere you go; fi rst of all in your own home.”
“For being unwanted and unloved there is no cure, unless there are willing hands to serve and a 
loving heart to love.”
“Money is very necessary, but we must take care to increase its value by seasoning it with love.”

Our Lord Jesus Christ commanded His disciples to “love one another”, because, “By this all will 
know you are my disciples.”

Lord, teach us the secret of loving,
The love you are asking today;
Then help us to love one another;
For this we most earnestly pray.

Friendship   A man, serving a prison sentence, alone in a cell, said that the hardest part about being 
isolated was “not being able to communicate, to touch, to hug, to feel loved; I’m so lonely. This is 
not the way life should be!”
In Genesis we read that after God created man, he recognised Adam’s loneliness and said, “I will 
make him a helper comparable to him.” Whatever the cause of loneliness, confi nement, loss, 
sickness, sin, shame, depression - God knows this is not good. Reach out, be a friend.

Father, help me live today
With thoughtfulness in what I say,
Confronting wrong with truth and fact
Expressing gentleness and tact.

Gardening   How strange that two words, love and friendship, could lead my thoughts to 
gardening; well to fl orography, that is fl ower symbolism, a message said with fl owers instead of 
words. Almond blossom, for example, says, “I am beginning to enjoy your friendship,” Rosemary 
says “Your memory will never fade”, while Japonica states “love comes at fi rst sight.”
Caring for a garden is like a parable of a gentle life, for he who sows courtesy, reaps friendship, and 
he who plants kindness, gathers love.”
So a mixed bouquet can speak volumes; Friendship is love with understanding, Love accomplishes 
all things; But love without deeds is useless - both must be expressed or they are no better than a 
myth, as it says in the Bible (Lev.19v18) “You shall love your neighbour (friend) as yourself.”
Maureen



Quality Garage Doors

DIY kits available
Insurance work welcome

Council approved
Remote control gates also available

Unit 7, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton Road, Edlesborough LU6 2ES 

01525 220212
www.premiergaragedoors.co.uk

 Superb choice of designs in metal, wood 
and fi breglass

 Any size door made to your 
requirements

 Large selection of spares & fast repair 
service available

 New or existing doors converted to 
automatic

 Professionally fi tted by own expert 
craftsmen

 Prompt free estimates & advice
 We cover all areas

(EST 1984)



01525 220208 4-6 High Street 

Edlesborough, LU6 2HS

No obligation quote

Borrow samples

Uplift & disposal

Help with furniture

Competitive on price

Same day delivery

Install & set-up

Take old away

Repair & service

Appliances & TVs

Cycles

Small electricals

www.janesltd.co.uk

Same day delivery

Install & set-up

Tune-in

Take old away 

Wide range  

Built & ready to ride

SAME DAY 
DELIVERYON IN STORE STOCK

BISSELL CARPETCLEANER FROM£19.99

Flooring     Digital     Appliances     Cycles     Service 
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