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www.thewhitehorseeatonbra y.co.uk

Monday to Friday 11.30am til 2.30pm
Great traditional pub dishes for £6
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Monday to Thursday courses
Evenings £12.50

HAVE A HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY

THERE'S A LOVELY MEAL WAITING FOR
ALL YOU LOVERS

EXPERTLY PREPARED BY HEAD CHEF
PHIL BROWN



HocusiMagazinelCommittee

Joint Editor: George Crutcher Advertising: Sally Siddons
7 Summerleys, Edlesborough 221637 34 Wallace Drive, Eaton Bray 221733
Email: george.crutcher@tiscali.co.uk  Design and Layout: Tracey Moren (Moren
Joint Editor: Sally Siddons Associates Limited) 01525 229695
34 Wallace Drive, Eaton Bray 221733 Printed by: Priory Press
Email: sallysid@hotmail.com Dunstable 01582 699851
Dagnall Representative: Sue Cawdell Copy for publication to the Editors or one
10 Deans Meadow, Dagnall 01442 842200 of the following by the 10th of the month:
Circulation Manager: John Plater Kevin Cubbage
41 Church Lane, Eaton Bray 221095 ‘Larums’, Eaton Bray Road, Northall
Treasurer/Leaflet Enquiries: Ken Coates Val Barrow
10 The Nurseries, Eaton Bray 220868 3 Chestnut Close, Dagnall

Focus accepts no responsibility as to the

accuracy or content of any advertising or Focus would like to remind
articles published in ‘this” magazine neither

do they reflect the opinion of members of the contributors that the deadline

Committee. for articles is the 10th of the

© Atrticles published in Focus may not be preceding month
reproduced without permission.

K aIygNO e

If the event you wish to advertise falls in the first week of the month, it is
advisable to get the details into Focus a month earlier. The magazines are
not delivered from the printers until the first of the month, therefore it takes
a few days for them all to be circulated throughout the village.

e Editors

Police Contact Numbers...making neighbourhoods safer together
Bedfordshire Police (Eaton Bray)

General Assistance (Recommended Number): 101 Emergency: 999
Leighton Buzzard Police Station/Kathryn Horgan: 01582 473418
Typetalk: 18001 01582 437418
Email: LPT.LeightonRural@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk

Thames Valley Police (Edlesborough, Dagnall & Northall)
General Assistance: 101
PC Steve Brisley Mobile: 07817 817 562
PCSO Jackie Dodson Mobile: 07800 703 524
PCSO Natalie Hall Mobile: 07800 702 456
EmailWingSouth NHPT @thamesvalley,pnn.police.uk

3




\Village Eebruanys2 01!

Weekly

Mon-Fri Eaton Bray Pre-school, Eaton Bray Lower School, 01525 220468

(term time)

Mon-Fri Dagnall Under 5’s, Dagnall Village Hall, 9.15am - 12.15pm, Mrs Ann Tobin 07816
(term time) 358342

Mon-Fri Edlesborough Pre-School, Edlesborough School, 01525 220431

(term time) manager@edleshorough.bucks.sch.uk

Mon-Thu Totternhoe Pre-school, mornings, Totternhoe Lower School, Ellie Deeley on 07913
(term time) 529574

Mondays Pilates, 10.45am, St.Giles Church Hall, Totternhoe, Lisa: 01582 412426

Mondays 2nd Eaton Bray Brownies, girls 7-10 years, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, 6 -
(term time) 7.30pm, Contact Sandra Counsell 07979 521900

Mondays Dagnall Community Choir, All Saints Church 7.45 — 9.45pm

Mondays Weight Watchers, 7pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall

Mondays Movement and exercise classes with a dance flavour, Northall Village hall 2-3.30.

(term time) Contact Jan 01442 864271.

Mondays &  Buggy Push Fitness Class, 10:15am, Eaton Bray Park - www.simplesfitness.com
Thursdays

Tuesdays Line Dancing, 1.30-3p.m., Eaton Bray Village Hall, Lyn Stubbs 220731

Tuesdays Baby’s First Cafe (Support for Breastfeeding mums), 9.30 - 11 am, Ivinghoe and
Pitstone Sure Start Children’s Centre, Brookmead School, High Street, lvinghoe
Tuesdays Pilates, 10-11am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Nicky Roussou 07861 162680

Tuesdays Totternhoe Baby & Toddler Group, 9.30-11.30am, St. Giles Church Hall, Ruth Allen,
01525 222468 or 07796 265174 or email ruthallen002@gmail.com

Tuesdays Northall Baby & Toddler Group, 9:30-11:30am, (open in the Summer School
Holidays) Northall Village Hall, Stacey Richmond 01525 222999/07957 607592

Tuesdays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village
Hall, 01582 620576

Tuesdays Zumba Fitness Class, 8.15-9.15pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Zoey 07595 986892

Tuesdays Circuit Training - Edleshorough School Hall, 7-8pm - www.simplesfitness.com
Tuesdays Coffee Morning, Bring & Buy, Table Top Sale, 10-12noon, Salvation Army Hall,
Fortnightly Booth Place, Eaton Bray

Weds Cheeky Monkeys Under 5’s playtime, 1pm - 2.45pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall,

(term time) contact Rachel on 07789 760007

Wednesdays  Pilates, 7.15pm, Northall Village Hall, Lisa: 01582 412426

Wednesdays  Egyptian Dance Class, 7.30-8.45pm at Eaton Bray Village Hall. Contact: Soraya on
07976 964316 for more details

Wednesdays  Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club, 10am - 3pm, Northall Village
Hall, Contact Anna 221996

Wednesdays ~ Zumba Fitness Class, 9.30am, St Giles Church Hall, Totternhoe, Zoey 07595 986892

Wednesdays  Dynamic Yoga 6.30-7.30pm £5 Eaton Bray Coffee Tavern Keira 07936 693696

Thurs Baby & Toddlers Group, Dagnall Village Hall, 12:45-2:45pm (12:15 if bringing

(term time) lunch) £1 child 50p adult. Contact Faye 07746 120163 or Samantha 07882 903282

Thursdays Yoga, Northall Village Hall, 11.30am-1pm 01525 377542

Thursdays Kfa Body Moves 40+, Fitness through movement, exercise & dance. 8-9pm,
Edleshorough School, Pat 01582 668735

Thursdays Baby & Toddler Group, Salvation Army Hall, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 9.30-11.30am

Thursdays Keep Fit Edlesborough School, 8pm Tel: 01582 668735

Thursdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208

Thursdays Northall School of Dancing classes between 3.30pm and 6.30pm. Contact Nicola

(term time) Bisson on 01525 406647
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Thursdays
Fortnightly
Fridays

Fridays
(term time)
Fridays
Fridays
Saturdays

Saturdays

Last Saturday
Sundays

Monthly
1st Monday
1st Monday

1st & 3rd Monday
1st & 3rd Tuesday

1st Sunday
2nd & 4th Tuesday
2nd Tuesday

2nd Tuesday
2nd Wednesday
2nd Wednesday
2nd Thursday
2nd Saturday

3rd Thursday
3rd Sunday

Central Bedfordshire Children’s Centres’ Toy Library, 9-9.45am, Eaton Bray
(School Lane) Public Car Park

Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village
Hall, 01582 620576

10am-11.30am “Little Luvvies” baby ballet classes. Contact Emma Whittemore
on 01525 376124

Zumba Fitness Class, 9.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Zoey 07595 986892
Keep Fit class, Edesborough Mermorial Hall 10 - 11am

Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525
715208

Drama Class for Children, 10.35am-12.35pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Claire
Casey, 07792 508591

Coffee Morning, 10-12 noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church

Grace Baptist Church (by the Post Office) Worship Service 11lam-12pm. All
welcome. Barry 01525 229610 or Peter 01525 221048.

Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting,7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern

Eaton Bray W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm. Eaton Bray Methodist Church Hall. Contact
Barbara Collier on 01525 221401

Knit n Stitch. 2pm-4pm. Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Eaton Bray. Knitting,
crochet & needlecraft. Tel Wendy 07908 828414. www.wendy-poole.co.uk
Dunstable & District Orbit (social and charitable) Club meet at Dunstable Rughy
Club at 8pm. For details contact 01525 222441 or 01582 755147

May to September, St Mary’s Church, Edlesborough Open Day, 2-5pm

TOTS, St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, 2pm

Dunstable & District Local History Society meeting, 7.45pm, Methodist Church
Hall, Dunstable (opposite Wilkinson)

Edlesborough W.1. Meeting, 7.30 pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall

St.Mary’s Ladies Guild, 2pm, St.Mary’s, Eaton Bray

Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Lions Club, 7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern

CAMEDO Coffee, tea & chat, 10am-12noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
Workshops Dynamic Yoga 9.30-11am £10 Eaton Bray Coffee Tavern Keira
07936 693696

Edleshorough Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall

Lunch club 11.30 to 2.00pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Chris Hewitt 222288

Other Regular Events

2nd

8th
14th

18th
24th

Beds Area Narrow Gauge Model Railway Club Meeting, 11.30am-4.30pm,
Eaton Bray Village Hall

Cafe Community, 11am-1pm, Eaton Bray Methodist Church

Leukemia Research Coffee Morning, 2 Dunstable Road, Dagnall 10.30 am. All
welcome.

Dagnall Over 60s Lunch & Quiz at the Red Lion, Dagnall
ELF walk from Eaton Bray Church 10am

One Off/Annual/lrregular Events

9th

A Highland Fling, 6-9pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall. Tickets: 01525 237098

We have some business advertising space left for 2014. Please
give Sally Siddons a ring on 221733 if you would like to take

advantage of this
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BABYSITTING

EXPERIENCED
15 YEAR OLD

£5 AN HOUR

PHONE AMBER ON
01525 220712

EDaN Community
Transport

Peter Williams:
01442 842506

Village Hall Bookings
To book your local village hall for an
event please contact the following:
Northall: Lorna Cubbage
Tel: 01525 220361
Eaton Bray: Norman Lee
Tel: 01525 222831
Dagnall: Elizabeth Coates
Tel: 01442 842550
Edlesborough Memorial Hall:
Penny Pataky, Tel: 01525 229358

Eaton Bray Cricket Club
100 Club Winners
December 2013
£25 Joe Sweeting No 81
£10 Eric Pratt No 29
January 2014
£25 George French No 120
£10 Isabel Pearson No 50

Eaton Bray Cricket Club is kindly
sponsored by F.A. Hawkins Transport
Ltd & M&M Properties

WANTED
Female Lose Weight &

Get Fit Buddy!
Podgy 52 year old female wants a fellow
plump buddy / buddies, to motivate each
other & attend something or other in
order to lose weight & get fit. Target
2 stone... by daughters wedding in
September. Problem being, sitting on
the sofa with a glass of wine is far more
appealing on a cold winters night...
and a warm summers evening! Not a
stranger to weight loss - lost 5 stone
about 5 years ago, but found keeping it
off more difficult.... 1t doesn't matter on
the age of the buddy, but someone with
a sense of humour is a must!
If you fancy giving it a go, please email
me on kempsterann@gmail.com

George Debrick
Grace, Kevin and Mark and all the family would like to thank Dr Haider, all nurses
and carers who attended George and all our friends and neighbours for their kind
offers of help and the many visits George received during his illness.
Special thanks to Tim, Peter and Wynn. Also thank you for the many cards and
tributes to George and all donations for Cancer care. Last but by no means least our
thanks to Garry Jenkins for the lovely service and White Dove Funerals for all their

help.

A note from Grace. Thank you to all my family for being here for me.




EDLESBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

The Council currently has vacancies for
2 Parish Councillors

Would you like to know more about local issues and developments in
Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall?

Do you have an interest in how the villages and their amenities are run?

Would you like to obtain some real satisfaction by making a
contribution to our local community?

If so and you are aged 21 or over and live (or work) in the Parish you
might like to consider joining the Parish Council where there are
currently 2 vacancies, 1 in Edlesborough and 1 in Dagnall.

Councillors do not have to live in the village which they represent.

For more information please contact the Parish Clerk, Lin Sargeant at:
e 41 Pebblemoor, Edlesborough LU6 2HZ
e 01525 220859
* parish.council.clerk@edlesborough-pc.gov.uk

London Luton Airport The National Trust
South Beds Assn

Monday 3rd February
Katharine of Aragon and her

Connection with Ampthill
Roberta Calvert: amateur local historian

With an increase in aircraft in the area
and in particular when the wind is from
the East, we are getting some aircraft
flying directly over the village to join

the flight path into the airport. If you Our speaker will talk about the early life
are disturbed by the traffic flying over of Katharine of Aragon and her role as

the village, there is a complaints hotline the Queen of England and wife of Henry
number: 01582395382. This is an VII1. She will explain the connection with
airport number where you can register Ampthill, together with the Tudor Festival

your concerns. It is important to do this commemorating her stay in Ampthill Castle.
if we are to reduce these disturbances She will also demonstrate Tudor costume
over our village and how it is made for the Festival, and show

. photographs and artifacts of the period.
If you need to complain about Heathrow 2.30pm, Salvation Army Centre,

flight noise the number Bull Pond Lane, Dunstable
is 0800 344 844. Email: Visitors are welcome at £1
noise_complaints@ For further information
heathrow.com phone 01582 527790




Services at St Mary’s Church

10.00am — WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE a shorter, less formal service
for families. (For anyone wishing to attend a service where Holy
Communion is offered, there is a Family Communion at 10.30am at All
Saints’ Church, Dagnall, where visitors are assured of a warm welcome).

TOTS (Tots on Tuesdays) (2nd & 4th Tuesdays)

SUNDAYS : 8.00am HOLY COMMUNION
10.00am PARISH SUNG HOLY COMMUNION
On Third Sunday of each month:
WEEK-DAYS:
Tuesday: 2.00pm
Wednesday: 10.00am Holy Communion

EVERYONE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES

S MiaryPs Villlage Capmivall

5th July 2014

If your New Year’s resolution involves
getting rid of the turkey and pudding
that’s being carried around fear not! If it’s
still with you by the summer there will be
plenty of opportunity for physical activity
when you shake your funky stuff at this
year’s Carnival. The theme for this year
is MUSIC and all things MUSICAL. So
start thinking about your favourite groups,
orchestras, singers, songs, musicals and
instruments.
The massive ghetto blaster that is Carnival
is just beginning sound checks at present
but will be tuning up over the next few
months for the full volume event on 5th
July. If you would like to help with the
Carnival in any way during the months
running up to July please make contact on
the numbers below; no contribution too
small, no enthusiasm too great.
Here is an early reminder for local
businesses, schools, youth groups, and
organisations of any kind that you can
both support the Carnival and have your
organisation promoted during this event.
Here’s how:
 Advertising in the Carnival Programme
— delivered to all the households in
Dagnall, Eaton Bray, Edlesborough and
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Northall.
e Advertising in the arena.
e Having a float in the Carnival

procession.

Having a stall at the Carnival.

Donating a prize for the Grand Draw.

Donating a prize for the Silent Auction.

Further details of Carnival 2014 including

how to book a stall, arrange advertising,

offer prizes and much more can be found

on the Carnival website at:
www.stmarysvillagecarnival.com/

carnival

For any specific questions or if you would

like to get involved contact:

Gordon Gray 01525 220136 or Richard

Evans 01525 222512

Finally, | leave you with the words of Igor

Stravinsky:

“My music is best understood by
children and animals”
However, be assured that adults are

allowed at Carnival too!



JASIZe tterginomiRevidiCoralie)

Vicar: Coralie McCluskey
The Vicarage, 11 High Street, Eaton Bray - Tel: 01525 220261
Honorary Assistant Priest: Revd John Heffer
Reader: Gordon Gray (220136)
Church Warden: Catherine Hayden (220527)
Parish Administrator: Elisabeth Ryder (07799 494972)
Web contact: eatonbraychurch@aol.com
Whoopee!
The British Board of Film Classification is to review its guidelines for certification
saying that it would pay particular attention to the impact of gore and strong visuals in
its deliberations, as well as acknowledging that the sexualisation of young women in
film and music videos is a major concern.
The BBFC has also said it will give greater weight to the theme and tone of films which
are issued with parental guidance (PG) and those suitable for 12 year olds and over
(12A).
Changes to the guidelines will come into force on the 24th February but the BBFC
admitted that there will be ongoing work with regard to the 12A classification as it
continues to confuse many viewers.
It was interesting and heartening to read [some of the online discussion. Responses
included concern that the average teenager is exposed to far worse on the internet,
on the news and in their everyday life than anything they would find in the cinema. |
cheered on reading the comment that society has a duty to protect children.
Children at St Mary’s
Working with children is one of our priorities and it is a privilege to see this work
growing at St Mary’s.
Messy Church on the first Sunday of the month from 3pm till 5pm welcomes parents
and children working together in a creative though sometimes chaotic environment.
The session is story or theme based and involves a range of activities including art
& craft, singing, games, quiet and noisy times, opportunities to work alone or with
others and finally sitting down to have tea together. Themes covered over the last
year included, Easter, Christmas, holidays, bible stories, friends & family. We always
welcome newcomers and if you just want to have a look please come along. Some
people come every month, others just occasionally.
TOTS is for pre-school children and their carers (mums, dads, grandparents, child
minders). It’s on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 2pm. It lasts an hour so that
picking up other children from school is not a problem.
St Mary’s Choir is for those who want to sing and want to learn more. It meets on a
Friday evening at 7:30pm.
If you want to know more about any of these
activities please contact me on 01525 220261,
drop a note in at the vicarage or email me at
vicar@stmaryseatonbray.org.uk



EDaANICommunitygbranspont

I hope you all had a pleasant Christmas
and a very Happy New Year.
Peter Williams our community transport
co-ordinator is on holiday until the end of
April. Inthe interim period, if you need to
book a journey, please call

Viv Hill on 01442 842623
Viv and Peter are main drivers within the
scheme and this will mean that we are in
need of anyone who can come forward to
help out with some driving while Peter
is away and Viv is on duty. We would
welcome your call even if you can only
drive to help us out during this period.

I would be grateful to receive a

call from anyone who can give a

little of their time to help other people less
fortunate than themselves, even if only for
a temporary period.

Many thanks to all those drivers already
doing such a wonderful job for us and
let’s hope that we can welcome some new
drivers on board this month!

With very best wishes

& Kathy Bovington

Community Transport Leader

Tel 01442 842473 or Mob 0779 0537032

HoldfaYEishfand{ChiplSupper

to help Spinal Cord Injured People Rebuild Lives after Injury

Great British Fish and Chip Supper -
Friday 16th May 2014

Want to eat Fish and Chips, while raising
money for charity? Hold a fish and chip
supper on Friday 16th May 2014 whilst
raising awareness of spinal cord injury
and supporting SIA’s vital services.

You can hold a fish and chip supper in
your own home, at work or hold a larger
supper at your local community centre.
SIA will provide a fundraising pack
containing hints and tips, recipes,
invitations and donation envelopes. By
inviting 8 friends and asking them to
donate an additional £5.00 means you
will raise at least £40.00 from your supper
but we will also give you additional
fundraising ideas to raise even more
money for SIA.

In 2014 SIA is celebrating its 40th
anniversary and so we want to make the
batter matter and raise £25,000 from
everyone holding suppers. Last year we
raised £12,500 from the suppers.

The money raised from the suppers will
help the Spinal Injuries Association

offer support to individuals who become
paralysed and their families, from the
moment a spinal injury occurs, and for the
rest of their lives by providing services and
publications which enable and encourage
paralysed people to rebuild lives after
spinal cord injury.

Every year in the UK over 1,000 people
experience a spinal cord injury and there
are an estimated 40,000 spinal cord
injured people in the UK alone.
Community  Fundraising  Manager,
Elizabeth Wright, says, “The Fishand Chip
Supper is a wonderful opportunity for a
great evening with friends and family. We
are also encouraging people who work to
hold a Fish and Chip Lunch in their work
places to raise even more funds. You may
be even a local community group wanting
to run a fun evening with your group.

For more information or request a
fundraising pack call Elizabeth Wright
on 0845 071 4350 or email fundraising@
siafishandchips.co.uk or visit www.
siafishandchips.co.uk

10



UNICORN WINDOWS LTD

“WHERE QUALITY & SERVICE ARE NOT A MYTH”

www.unicornwindows.co.uk

Tel: 01525 854272

Unit 3 Youngs Industrial Estate, Stanbridge Road, Leighton Buzzard
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Professional & Local
All work guaranteed - not happy, don’t pay

Powerful equipment means drier much
quicker than other methods

100% Guaranteed no chemicals left in carpet
when dry therefore will not easily resoil
& perfectly safe for children & pets

Recommendations account for 90% of my work
Absolutely no hard sell
Telephone Colin for a Free Quote

DEEP-CLEAN
01525 851 811

www.deep-cleaners.co.uk
Email: colin@deep-cleaners.co.uk

EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY
11 Cow Lane Edlesborough
Enquiries - 01525 221630 Appointments - 01525 220333
www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk

Dr J R Bell, Dr Tisha Patel
Dr Stephanie Johnston, Dr Kirsten Riemer, Dr Heather Counsell

Friendly village Practice offering a wide range of health services including coils/implants,
minor surgery, travel advice, in house blood tests, on-line appointments and repeat
prescription ordering. Four Nurse Practitioners offering acute clinics with same day
appointments. Also, midwife, health visitors in attendance. Local District Nurse Service.
Long established training Practice with a rotation of qualified doctors.

EDLESBOROUGH PHARMACY 01525 223181
Pharmacist — Mitul Patel

Friendly reliable professional service at the pharmacy
All doctors/dentists/veterinary and hospital prescriptions dispensed
Professional advice always available
Herbal/Homeopathic products
Special Orders on request

12
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Plumbing & Bathrooms
® Bathrooms
Design, Supplying, H
Installing, Clty&g
Tiling, Plastering. GUI_l_dS
A complete service. Qualified
References
available.

Barry Cato

. ® Plumbing 6cic
Motor Repairs Kitchens,
———— e Showers, Taps,
Est. 1981 WC, Hot Water
Servicing, repairs and MOT’s arranged cy,,f,,ders,
Workshop at: Radiators, Gutters,
. Drains, leaks.
r/o Norfolk House Farm, Harling Road All work
Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Beds, LU6 1QY undertaken
Tel: 01525 221681 (workshop) Free o Sbiigation quotations. Mo eallout charges
07836 650015 (mobile) Call Mark: 01525 220994 or 07842 653832

30 Years Experience
Domestic & Commercial Security

Burglar Alarms
Redcare Monitored Systems

Intercoms
CCTV
Access Systems
L O C k S CERTIFICATE NO. NAC/G/2113
Quality Installations — Competitive Prices
Insurance Approved Free Surveys

SECURITY
01525 378222

Email: sales@aaasecurity.co.uk
WwWw.aaasecurity.co.uk
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Dominic Woolcott
Painter & Decorator

m Internal & External
m Plastering & Coving
m Insurance Work

m 20 Years Experience
m Competitive Rates

For a professional job call:
01525 229682 or 07747 042879

14




P. DYER ELECTRICAL

For all your Electrical & Testing & Inspection needs

Re-wires ® Decorative Lighting
Testing & Inspection ® PAT Testing

Security Systems/Lighting ® Fuse Boards

LED & Low Energy Lighting ® Fault Finding/Repairs

Fully insured, Part P registered, all work guaranteed.
Fast, friendly, reliable, local electrician. For a free,
no-obligation estimate, call Paul on:

Tel: 01525 222109
Mobile: 07850 682815

David John Harris

(Established 1992)

All Fencing Work ¢ All Gates ¢ Paving ¢ Patios
Driveways ¢ Shingle « Hedge Setting and Cutting
Grass Cutting « Turfing Specialist « Exterior
Painting Service « Sheds Small Building Work
Trees & Shrubs Supplied

Tel/Fax: 01525 221745
Mobile: 07889 143713

GYM &

TONIC

WANT TO GET FIT, HAVE A
HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE & IMPROVE
THE WAY YOU LOOK & FEEL?

The following can be provided in our
Gym in Edlesborough or in your home
* A Health & Fitness Consultation *

* Personal Training * Massage *

Ruth Anderson Dip. PT & ST, Member of: Inst of Sports
Therapists & Register of Nutritional Therapists

Tel:01525 223074 Mob:07812 163979
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Interior and Exterior

All work carried out to the
highest standard

01525 222764

call Max for a free estimate with no obligation
maxbro@btinternet.com

8 j’[yﬁ Street Hair

66 High Street , Eaton Bray, Nr Dunstable, Beds. LU6 2DP

01525 221252

www.highstreethair.co.uk
NMonday Closed
Tuesday 9 -6

Wednesday 9 -6

Thursday 9O -8
Friday 9 -8
Saturday o -5

A Professional modern salon, Providing
Quality hair & nails services for the whole family.

I

JESSICA
Find us on:
[i facebook.
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think car, think..

smMartAUT@GROUP

Established locally for over 10 years

Car servicing, M.O.T & repairs

Bodywork & maintenance

Mobile car body repairs

Accident & vandalism damage

Alloy wheels, scratches, dents, stone chips & scuffs
Fully equipped bodyshop & workshop

Complete diagnostic equipment

Dealer trained master technicians

Genvuine parts

Competitive pricing - up to 50% cheaper than main dealers!

£10 off with this advert

Work Guaranteed e« Free Vehicle Collection & Delivery o Customer Pick-Up & Drop-Off

Callus on or visit
Units 17 & 18a, Icknield Way Farm, Tring Road, Eaton Bray, Dunstable LUé 2JX

pa..'dg..

Catering For All Occasions
« Buffets, Dinners
« Christenings, Weddings, Funerals ©
» Promotions & Business Lunches ¢
For Enquiries & Menu
P| Meadside Farm, 104 High Street,

Ermes Eaton Bray, Bedfordshire, LU6 2DP
Telephone: 01525 222174

Bathrooms, Design & Installation
P.J.BRINKLOW

o Electrical Contractor
Call Quts 4 Free Estimtes Given 01525 220469

07860 781330

Quaszs Gumss| | 2o penviemoor

Edlesborough

Tiing & Heating ¢ Powerflushing 4 Taps 4 Leaks




Domestic & Commercial
Cleaning Service

Fully Insured
Family Business
Free Quotes
References Available
Rental Cleans

Also Carpet Cleaning with the new
Therma dry cleaning system -
Cleans, Disinfects, Deodorises and
Protects in one application
Carpets dry 15 to 30 minutes
Tel: 01296 624837
Mob: 07909 934168 / 07796 406717
www.spotlessofaylesbury.co.uk

Mark Janes Contracts

Felt Roofing - All Roofing Repairs
and Property Maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES

t: 01442 877528
m: 07841 343470

e: mark.janes3@btinternet.com
Established 25 years

Approved Contractor
for Local Authorities
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FdlesbonoughAWALS

At our recent meeting

Jenny & Pauline stood
in for Phrena (President) and Wendy
(Minutes Secretary).
Judging by the comments made, everyone
had thoroughly enjoyed our Birthday
celebrations the month previously. The
Aylesbury trip to see “Seven Brides for
Seven Brothers”, and a tour of the theatre,
had also been very popular. Thanks to
Jenny for making all the arrangements.
At the meeting we had an interesting,
and sometimes quite amusing, talk by
Josie Jeffrey. Now retired, Josie had
worked as a store detective in such stores
as Littlewoods and Marks & Spencer
at branches in Luton, Stevenage and
Watford. She also spent short spells in both
London & Dublin. The work involved
attending as a witness when a shoplifter
appeared in court, and Josie related many
instances. Although not to be condoned,
quite a number of them did raise a laugh

when Josie described the way they were
carried out. Some cases, however, were
really sad, especially the ones regarding
young children who had obviously been
trained to steal. The examples given were
quite an ‘eye opener’ to what takes place
in some of the large stores.

Our last meeting of 2013 combined the
A.G.M. and Christmas party. After the
annual reports, etc., the celebrations began
with a tasty supper prepared by Ann and
her two helpers. We were entertained by
monologues from three ladies and, as in
past years, by Les & Dave who provided
the music we all love to hear. Presents
were distributed, after which we all joined
in a sing-song of popular music. | hope
we didn’t disturb too many neighbours,
as it was rather ‘enthusiastic’! Altogether,
it was a lovely evening for all concerned,
and we now look forward to 2014.

&sVal Harris

ihank§You!

I would like to say a big thankyou to all
the people who came to help me when |
had a fall on December 4th, and waited
until the ambulance arrived. Thankfully |

did no damage apart from a few bruises
and bruised pride, I would like to wish
you all a very happy new year...

& Barbara Bates
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Childzen

At the December meeting of
the Eaton Bray Parish Council (EBPC)
the decision to proceed with the building
of an all-weather training facility in the
village was quashed which effectively
means that the project will not go ahead.
E B Lions provides football to the children
in and around all the villages and this
season is our most successful ever — 25
teams and over 320 players spanning U5’s
to U17, including 4 successful Girls teams
and a new U21 team.

For the past 3 years EB Lions have been
working tirelessly, professionally and
persistently on plans to obtain planning
permission and then to build an all-
weather 3G training pitch following clear
indications of support by EBPC for a joint
project.

This was an ambitious project, costing
over £275,000 but with the support of
Beds FA and skill of the Club, the project
was viable and achievable at no cost to
the parish council. Moreover, it needed
no external ‘non-village’ use to make it
financially viable as it was entirely self-
funding. A joint planning application was
initially made on a site in Bower Lane,
which despite convincing the planners of
the worthiness and benefit, was eventually
agreed that the site was just not right given
Highway issues so alternative sites in the
village were sought.

The site favoured by EBPC and EB Lions
was on the Recreation Ground at The
Rye and in November 2012 planning
permission was granted, subject to
agreement of the operational details.
By this point a small local opposition
became so vehement, even to the extent of
making spurious legal threats that EBPC’s

resolve began to evaporate. At this late
stage, EB Lions suggested to EBPC that
one of the previously identified sites,
Holman’s Field (School Lane) could
be considered as an alternative. That
suggestion and the opposition led EBPC
to a full public consultation process that
culminated in a shameful public meeting
in October at which supposedly sane
adults were seen and heard shouting at
children in attempting to give creditability
to irrelevant arguments, half-truths and
distortions that have been continually
repeated.

The formal public consultation vote was
a clear YES, rather inconvenient to the
EBPC and opponents but nevertheless,
being only a consultation has been
conveniently ignored.

The practical result of this decision for
the club may well mean a reduction in
the number of teams due to a lack of
training playing surfaces which means
fewer children in our villages playing
sport but the full consequences of this
decision will only become evident over
the coming years. The community has
lost the opportunity to have a fully
funded top quality sports facility. EBPC
councillors have bowed to a small number
of noisy complainers and despite some
individual members rather embarrassingly
commending EB Lions of doing a fine job
at the same time as killing the project,
have let down the community they serve.
Progress is destined to fail while it
remains so much easier to say “No” than
to embrace opportunity and change. The
Olympic spirit has now left Eaton Bray
for good.

«EB Lions AFC
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fetteritolthe)Editor

As a grandparent of children attending EB Lions Football I find it very difficult
to comprehend the decision of a mostly unelected Parish Council, not to support the
introduction of an all weather pitch. For more years than I care to remember football
has been played on The Rye. Indeed when we first moved to the village, I used to take
my own children to watch. Now they have children of their own and they are to be
prevented from enjoying worthwhile outdoor pursuits all year round by this decision.
The only possible reason for not allowing the introduction of such a facility is "car
parking" and I understand that this issue was addressed by the concept of Rnocking
down the clubhouse. Incidentally I wonder how much of our money the Parish Council
has loaned to the Old Football / Social Club over the years and how much of this has
ever been recouped. I believe that no contributions towards the new facility would be
required from the Parish Council and therefore us.

Floodlights would only be used through the dark, Winter/Spring Nights and then as
far as I understand only until about 9.30.p.m, so would affect no one. As to noise,
rather the sound of children playing than the quiet of Rids with NOTHING better
to do than hanging around on street corners planning their next burglary or drug fix,
&5 Name and address supplied

SHMaryZsp00JClub)

St Mary’s has stood in the village for
almost 800 years and, throughout its
history, it has not been equipped with that
most basic of facilities, a toilet.
This has meant that some elderly folk
have been unable to risk coming to
church, visitors for funerals and weddings
have been uncomfortable throughout
services and, rather unsatisfactorily,
children have been instructed to ‘go
behind a gravestone’. 2014 should see that
situation remedied with the construction
of an extension to house a new toilet.
To help fund the toilet we have started
a 100 Club, featuring monthly draws of
50% of the received income. For just £2
per number per month you could help St
Mary’s get this much needed facility and
put yourself in with a chance of winning a
first prize each month of over £50.
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The first draw was made by Claire
Lawrence, conductor of the Aylesbury
Concert Band, at the wonderful New
Year’s Concert on 11 January. At the time
of the draw the 100 Club had 117 members
so the three winners shared prize money
of £117.
Congratulations to the winners of our first
draw:
Winner of £58.50 — no. 65,
Patricia Costin, Eaton Bray
Winner of £35.10 — no. 62,
John Palmer, Edlesborough
Winner of £23.40 — no. 38,
Susan Walker, Eaton Bray
If you would like to help us by joining the
100 Club please collect a form from St
Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray, or from www.
StMarysEatonBray.org.uk/Groups/100-
Club



DagnallINews]

Dagnall Over 60s

Dagnall Over Sixties enjoyed a delicious
Christmas Lunch on 17th Dec. 56 members
turned out to join in the festivities. My
sincere thanks go to my committee and
their husbands and partners, who helped
to make the day such a success.

On Wed January 22nd we held our AGM
and Birthday tea. Feb 18th is a lunch and
quiz at the Red Lion in Dagnall.

We are all looking forward to our weekend
in Llandudno in March.

Thanks goto Roy Castledine for organising
this event.(Let's hope Llandudno has not
been too badly affected by the recent
storms and high tides.)

We are delighted to have two new
members to the club. We are still looking
for "newly" Over Sixties to join us, as
our overall numbers are down, due to ill-
health and sadly from several deaths over
the past year or two.

My telephone number is 01442843202.
Please get in touch if you are interested.
Lifts to Dagnall can be arranged with the
Car Service, at minimal cost.
zRosemary Holt.(Allan)

Dagnall Community Choir

NEW YEAR - NEW CHAPTER
With the start of the New Year we are
delighted to welcome a new Musical
Director / Conductor to our Choir.
Michelle Garrard is not unknown to some
of our members who have sung under her
direction in other Choirs and they were
very pleased to learn of her accepting
this new challenge. She grew up in a
Salvationist family, steeped in music,
with parents encouraging her musicality
throughout childhood, and eventually
went on to study piano and clarinet at
Trinity College of Music.

Since then she has been involved in
leadership of choirs and now relishes
taking on the fresh challenge of what has
become a comparatively large Community
Choir singing a wide variety of music.
We also welcome the arrival of Judy
Smither as our regular accompanist. She
has accompanied us occasionally in the
recent past and is also well known in
local musical circles and is a conductor
in her own right. She is busy working on
organising a Choir Festival in St. Mary's
R C Church in Dunstable on March. 29th.
and we are looking forward to being one
of several Choirs involved.

So we now enthusiastically look forward
to the next phase in the development of our
Choir and hope to have the opportunity to
entertain you some time in 2014.

Red Lion, Dagnall

Now that we have put away the festive
decorations and cooked our last turkey
dinner we can start getting ready for
spring time. We are planning our next
food night for Valentines weekend when
we have a 3 course meal on Saturday
15th February. It is exciting that we have
a guest chef Martin Nisbet who having
worked for 17 years in London at many
award wining restaurants is launching
his 'Supper Club' starting at the Red Lion
for a Valentines Meal at a brilliant price
of £20.00 per head. Booking is definitely
advisable for this.

Dagnall School
See page 35 for details and photos of John
Bercow’s visit to Dagnall School.
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HanvesgAuction

(Charity No 293080)

Northall & District Wednesday Club
committee and members would like to
thank all the businesses that supported us
with donations for the Harvest Auction.
We also want to thank all the individual
donors and generous bidders who
contributed to the event. TOGETHER
WE RAISED £2060. THANK YOU ALL.
Amore Bakery, Billington Road

Ashridge Golf Club

Café Masala

Deep- Clean

Edlesborough Autos

Edlesborough Flowers

Edlesborough Post Office

Giblin Estate Agent

Happy Valley

Grove Farm

High Street Hair

Hines Butchers

lan Waldron

Icknield Farm,Kelly Bronze Turkey

Janes

Lantmannen/Unibake

NORTHALL BAPTIST

CHAPEL
Chapel Lane, Northall
(just beyond the 30 speed limit signs on

the road towards Leighton Buzzard)
Everyone is welcome to our Sunday
worship each week between 1lam and
12.30pm including tea/coffee and time to
talk together.

For more information contact:
John Hazell 01525 218142

Email northallchapel@btinternet.com
There has been a Baptist Chapel in Northall
for more than 200 years. Today we continue
to seek to worship God, serve him in our
daily lives and support and encourage one
another in the difficult and the joyful times.

Laurence Cull

Lawes Paws

London Gliding Club

Mead Open farm

Mentmore Golf

NG Autos

Park Farm Fisheries

Peter Pratt, Home Farm, Northall
Roebuck Garage

Silver Arrow Archery

St Judes

Swan Pub, Northall

Thai Traditional Massage for Ladies
The White Horse

Travellers Rest

Village Tea shop

Westrope Bros

The Salvation Army,

Booth Place - Weekly Activities
Sunday

Footprints (Sunday School) ~ 9.45-10.45am
Morning Worship 11.00am
Songs of Praise 4.00pm

3rd Sunday of the month May to December
Tuesday
Coffee Morning

(alternate weeks) 10.00-11.30am
Music practices (all welcome) 7.30-9.00pm
Wednesday
Home League

(Ladies Mtg but all welcome) 2.30-3.30pm
Champions Challenge Club (term time)

(Ages 5-10 years) 5.45-6.45pm
Thursday
Parent and Toddler Group

(Term time) 9.30-11.30am
Haberdashers’ night

2nd Thursday of month 7.45 pm
Ladies Fellowship

(Last week of month) 7.45pm

For further details please contact Captain
Jenny Dibsdall T:01525 221156/07717 813682
E: jenny.dibsdall@salvationarmy.org.uk

W: www.salvationarmy.org.uk/eatonbray
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Highlights of the Minutes of the
Meeting of Eaton Bray Parish Council
held on Monday 4 November 2013
from 7:30pm at the Coffee Tavern
Public Consultation/EB Lions .

The Public Consultation on the proposed
all-weather training pitch in Eaton Bray
has now closed; responses received were

collated and recorded.

gov.uk
Customer
0300 300 8302 / Email: customers@
centralbedfordshire.gov.ukK

Services: Telephone:

Social Housing in parish — CBC are
launching a consultation so that local
residents can have their say on proposals
to introduce a new ‘allocations
scheme’ ... to respond to this visit

Raised Flower Beds

The Parish Council, together with the
village improvement team (EBAT), are
placing raised flower beds around the
village sign/notice board situated in
Market Square.

Local Transport Problems

The Parish Council have raised the
concerns of residents to Central Beds
Council/Highways regarding the changes
to the parish bus route during the

the CBC website or
EATON BRAY PUBLIC CONSULTATION - all-weather training pitch
sP call 0300 300 4237.
EATON BRAY PARISH: ELECTORS 2,149 (Full Register 2012-2013) Residents can also
RESPONSES RESULTS PITCH THE RYE HOLMANS contact Clir. Mustoe
FOR 163 163* 135 140 | direct for help/advice
AGAINST 126 92 121 19 regarding upgrading/
TOTAL RESPONSES 289 downgrad i ng their
*There are 5 further votes which indicated that they would support a pitch in the parish but did not property
support the proposals put forward; currently included in the against responses. . Heatl ng Ol I
Number of responses from Edlesborough/Northall & other town/ villages -
can be viewed on the Eaton Bray Parish Council Website — the Bedfordsh I re
Rural Community

Charity (BRCC) are currently looking
at developing oil-buying groups in
rural Bedfordshire as heating oil users
may be able to negotiate cheaper prices
for oil tanks and heating equipment as
part of a group. If you are interested
in setting up an oil-buying group in
your area you can contact Lisa King at
BRCC on 01234 832643.

Bedfordshire Police

Recorded Crime

road works/closure in Totternhoe and
the lack of notification by the bus
company for residents. The Parish
Council have put forward suggestions
for improvement.

Highlights of the Minutes of the
Meeting of Eaton Bray Parish
Council held on Monday 4
December 2013 from 7:30pm
at the Coffee Tavern

Central Beds Council (CBC):
Website:  www.centralbedfordshire.

06/09/12 | 06/09/13
Crime Type to to

03/12/12 | 03/12/13
Domestic Burglary 3 0
Burglary Other 1 1
Vehicle Crime 5 3
Other Theft 3 3
Criminal Damage 1 2
Drugs 1 0
Other Notifiable Offences 1 0
Total 15 9
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Crime report from 06/09/13 to 03/12/13.

ASB - There were 2 reported incidents of

anti-social behaviour between the dates of

06/11/2013 and 03/12/2013. Classified as

below:

» Avehicle was reported as abandoned on
BOWER LANE since 18/11/2013. This
has been logged and the vehicle is not
causing an obstruction.

e A vehicle was reported as parking
in-front of their neighbour’s garage.
Officers attended and stated that there
was no obstruction.

If you have any information regarding any

of the above incidents or wish to contact

any Leighton Buzzard PCSO, then please
call 01582 473411 or email us at LPT.

LeightonBuzzardLinslade&Rural@

bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk

Raised Flower Beds

The Parish Council, together with the

village improvement team (EBAT), has

now placed raised flower beds around
the village sign/notice board situated in

Market Square. They are now planning

to do the same around the Knights Close

notice board.

Parish Council Precept

Due to the removal of the Council Tax

Support funding from CBC and budget

forecast for 2014/15 it was agreed to

increase the parish precept from £65,000

to £70,000.

Future Eaton Bray Parish Council

Meeting Dates

1. Monday 3rd February 2014; 7:30pm
at The Coffee Tavern (1st floor)

2. Monday 3rd March 2014; 7:30pm at
The Coffee Tavern (1st floor)

Parish Council Website: www.ebpc.co.uk

For full detailed copy of the minutes for

Eaton Bray Parish Council please visit the

Parish Council website.

Ahard copy of minutes can also be viewed

on the Parish Council’s notice board at

The Coffee Tavern.

&sHeidi Head, Parish Clerk & RFO

Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk

Telephone/Fax: 01525 221464

Website: www.ebpc.co.uk

Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday

09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on

answerphone]

EatoniBraygMethodisdChurchl

On behalf of all the Members and friends
of our Chapel may | wish you a Happy
and Healthy New Year.

The Sunday School Carol Service was a
very special time and the joy on the faces
of both Youngsters and Congregation was
palpable. Our thanks to everyone who
helped beforehand and on the day.

A huge thank you to June Jarrett and
Celia James for their tireless knitting
and sewing which resulted in a total of
£670-00 being raised for our Maintenance
Fund, a wonderful result from all their
hard work. A little bird has told me they
have already started for next Christmas!

Cafe Community will recommence on
Saturday February 8th from 1lam until
1pm when we invite you to join us for a
light lunch or coffee and biscuits and a
chance to relax with friends.

Cafe Worship the following day will be
led by Paul and Rona Wright, members
of our Sunday School Staff. A warm
welcome awaits.

March's Cafe Community will be on
Saturday 8th and Cafe Worship on Sunday
9th when Rev. Andy Melvin will lead our
Service.
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SecondiEestive)Bingc
inIMemorydosiBasilfhonne

The bingo in early December kicked off
Christmas festivities in Dagnall with a fun
night. There was a lovely buffet and lots
of great raffle prizes. In total the evening
raised £92 for Dagnall Village Hall. About
seventy people came along and all said
what a wonderful evening they had had —
we are sure one Basil would have enjoyed.

Many thanks to caller Claire who as
always did a brilliant job and Eric and
Dave and family for their help on the
night.

We appreciated everyone’s support and
have already had lots of requests for
another one this year!

& The Thorne family

EFdlesbraygifeisure)Eellows hipl(ELE)

Hello Everyone.

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL.
We hope that you all enjoyed the Christmas
Break, whatever you did.

The walk scheduled for 11th November
was postponed until November 25th.
Asmall group of walkers led by Brian F.W.
began at Wyvale Nursery, Bulbourne and
enjoyed a circular walk along the Grand
Union Canal Tow Path, The Wendover
Arm to Little Tring, then Tringford and
Marsworth Reservoirs to Startops End and
back to the Garden Centre. The walkers
then enjoyed a well deserved snack of
Mince- Pies and Coffee. The walk was
around 3 1/2 - 4 Miles.

Several members visited Waddesdon
Manor on December 4th to view the
Christmas Lights.

Thanks must go to the Volunteers who
decorated the Christmas Tree named “The
Lazy Tree” which was displayed in the
Christmas Tree Festival at Eaton Bray
Church.

Our meeting in The Coffee Tavern on
November 28th combined our normal
meeting with our annual Sherry and
Mince-Pies event. Several ideas were put
forward for outings during 2014. Brian
W, collated the ideas and dates suggested
together with the members names who

would be willing to organise them.
Norman collected the annual donations of
£5 towards the refreshments for the year.
Alan and Val organised the sherry and
Mince-pies.

These were enjoyed by members present.
Thanks go to them.

December 12th saw a good group of
members enjoying a very nice meal at The
Heath Inn. Good Company, Food, Service
and Welcome.

This event brought our 2013 Year to a
close.

FEBRUARY DATES
MONDAY 24th
Walk from Eaton Bray Church 10am

Dunstable & District
Local History Society
Tuesday 11 February, 7.45pm
History of the Priory Church

Dunstable's parish church survived the
destruction of the monastery of which it
was once a part. Hugh Garrod's talk ranges
from Edward V1 to the present day.

Methodist Church Hall, Dunstable
Visitors always welcome £2
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SOLD

SOLD

Successfully
Selling in LU6

Contact Us Now

SOLD .
for a Free Valuation

01525 222333

www.edlesbor ough @christopher pallet.com

D NICHOLSON
PLUMBING REPAIRS
and INSTALLATIONS

NO JOB TOO SMALL
- Emergencies - Free Estimates
- No call out charges

Dave Nicholson

MOBILE: 07976 975604 SbES
Guilds

Qualified

HOME: 01525 872335

R.J.O’'CONNELL

BUILDING SERVICES
EXTENSIONS, PATIOS,
DRIVEWAYS, ROOF REPAIRS
AND PROFESSIONAL
DECORATING SERVICE
TEL: 01296 681323

MOB: 07855 236726

WIII Kimberiey

Garden Services
01442 255784

Phone for a free no obligation written estimate
wkgardenservices@btconnect.com
* High hedges a speciality
« Fences erected and repaired
« General garden tidy up’s
« In fact any job in the garden!
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Stuart Ball

Ceramic Wall & Floor
Tiling Specialist

Over 31 yrs Experience

City and Guilds
of London Institute

Tiles supplied or Labour Only

For a reliable service call
your Local Tiler

Eaton Bray 229381
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ewail or fax your
requirements for
a quote or take
advantage of our
free howme
measuring service

cutting and edging
service available

why not visit our showroom - you’ll

be amazed at the choice
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WEST STREET <€—> < >

TO LUTON
—>

HIGH ST
SOUTH

|

47 Edward Street, Dunstable,
Bedfordshire LU6 THE

Tel: 01582 668973  Fax: 01582 608227
Email: sales@dunstablelaminates.co.uk
Web: www.dunstablelaminates.co.uk

THE WOKKTOP specialist

James B Chadburn FBHI
Fine Antique clocks & Barometers

Specialist in repairs &
restorations.

Valuations & clock
finding service.

Advice & assistance on
formation & disposal of
private clock collections.

Quality clocks/barometers
Bought & sold.

Telephone 01525 221165
Mobile 07790 000629

E-mail: info@jameschadburn.com
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A reliable and professional service... ...
¢ Window Cleaning
e Conservatory Cleaning
¢ Fascia & Gutter Cleaning
e Solar Panel Cleaning

T: 01525 234120
M: 07807 973871

AARON FENCING

ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
FENCING & DECKING WORK UNDERTAKEN

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED
PERSONAL SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

TEL: 01582 665779

MOBILE: 07798 927272
7 STATION ROAD, DUNSTABLE, LU5 4HS

e Painting & Decorating ® Plastering
o Wall & Floor Tiling ¢ Door Hanging
e Bathroom & Kitchen Installations
20 years experience
All work guaranteed and fully insured
Call Adrian : 01582 539179

Mobile : 07789730580

WESTROPE BROS.

LAWN MOWER SERVICES
ALL TYPES GARDEN MOWERS SERVICED

THE RYE, EATON BRAY
Tel: Eaton Bray 220587
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Gas Boiler Servicing

Over 35 years experience

Have your boiler serviced by a Gas Safe
and CORGI registered engineer

Other services available:
Maintenance, repair and installation of all domestic gas
appliances including L.P.G. Boiler installations, Landlord
Safety Certificates and Power flushing.

Free Quotes, no call out fee, and free friendly advice on all of the above.

Edwards Gas & Heating Services
Eaton Bray

Tel 01525 220626

Email: stevethegas@orange.net
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01525 715208

www.jazzercise-uk.com

facebook.com/jazzercise.
dunstablelutoneatonbray

Thursday & Saturday 9.30am
Eaton Bray Village Hall
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Stephen D.

Janes
(Established in 1982)

CARPENTRY, JOINERY
KITCHENS FITTED
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
TELEPHONE: 01525 220649

www.digitaltelly.net

BELLOWS MILL
Bed & Breakfast & Self Catering
accommodation

Civil Wedding ceremonies and
receptions available

Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Beds. LU6 1QZ
Tel: 01525 220548
email: reservations@bellowsmill.co.uk

www.bellowsmill.co.uk
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Dagnall School

John Bercow MP spent some
time at Dagnall School on Friday
(13th) December.
During a tour of the school
Mr Bercow noted the helping
hands tree, which showed just
how many parents and local
people have supported the school
practically this year. He enjoyed
reading the children’s work on
the displays and then took some
time in the hot seat answering
their questions. Several focused
on mathematical problems and
Mr Bercow, ably assisted by the
children, calculated there must be
some 5,000 tables in the Houses
of Parliament! The children then
asked him to support them in the
road safety campaign to reduce
the speed of vehicles coming
through Dagnall Village.

Vicky Lee, Chair of Governors,

David Gravestock — EdaN, and
Rev. Coralie McClusky with John

Bercow M®P in the hotseat and
children at Dagnall School posing

some tricky questions.
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STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING DESIGN,

%

Neil Hodson Associates

hael Hubbins

38 YEARS EXPERIENCE

BUILDING DESIGN

DVISORY AND DRAWING SERVICES Phone: 01582 471648

. . Telephohe Extn. Sockéts  Mob: 0771 8834851
From plans for domestic extensions Domestic ETeTtrical work 34 Grove Road

to multi-storey offices, commercial Dunstable LUS 4BY
buildings and factories.

Structural surveys, site surveying,

advice on building defects and Anne Johnson D.O.

Feasibility Studi :
casibily stidles Registered Osteopath
6 Moor End, Eaton Bray

01525 221958
07957 250682

Daytime and Evening

Planning Applications and Building
Regulation Consents obtained.

24 HIGH ST TRING
Tel 01442 890894 OR
Edlesborough 222462

s

y) Appointments Available

Bathrooms
CAD designed,
supplied and
installed

Over 25 years
experience

01525 792184 or 07891 449077
email: ableplumbing@hotmail.co.uk
John Able
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‘A fresh approach to
selling property’ ...

IN AND AROUND YOUR VILLAGE

Phone now for a free, no obligation,
Valuation of your Property

01296 660230
01442 863737
www.plummproperty.co.uk

Absolutely Plastered

DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL,
CLEAN AND RELIABLE SERVICE,
FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY ADVICE

*Plastering & Coving
*Floor Screeding
*Pebbledashing & Rendering
*Dry Lining
*Cornices & Mouldings
*Insurance Work Undertaken

CALL NICK CONWAY ON

Mobile: 07751 830716
Tel: 01296 688981

6 Cotes Way, Wing, LU7 ORB

Established over 20 Years

Duncan Tomblin
TREE SURGEON

Forestry Contractor «Tree Felling
Crown Reduction & Thinnings
Deadwooding ¢ Hedge Cutting

Stump Grinding e Site Clearance

Private Agriculture Fencing Contractor
Chipper & Stump Grinding Hire
Digger Hire

FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE ESTIMATES

‘The Best Choice For.Your Tree’

TEL: (01525) 221946
MOBILE: (07802) 410728

12 Greenways, Eaton Bray, Beds
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Above: Pigeon
by Callum Ryan aged 13

Above: From the bridge at
Waterside
Right: Berries
Both by Callum Ryan aged 13

Rfubarb
by John Hockey
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Edlesborough Church

at sunset by Richard
Woodhead

Lollipops on sticks!
by Sally Siddons

Your Photos

Thank you to everyone who sends us photo to be of portrait orientation, which
their photos to use each month. More fits in with our cover design. Most of the
often than not we have so much editorial photos we receive are understandably
that we are unable to include any photos. landscape or not sufficient quality to go on
However, all photos received are stored the cover. For future reference the cover
and used when we have space to spare. photo needs to be a minimum of 300dpi
We occasionally use your photos on the when enlarged or shrunk to the cover size
front cover, for this to work we need the of 210mm high x 148mm wide.
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gaton Bray Acaden,,

What makes Eaton Bray Academy

a wonderful place to be?

<og,
s
S

RE

Here are just some of the exciting activities and developments that the children have enjoyed recently

Stockwood Park Sports

EBA Enterprise — Dragons’ Den

Music Lessons

Holiday Club Fun

Extra-Curricular Clubs

“Home cooked” meals

Please come and visit our friendly village school.
Phone 01525 220468 or email admin@eba.ec

Theatre Trip

Refurbished ICT Room

Pre-School Playground

Key Stage Two Pantomime

Breakfast Club

Curriculum Days

Quotes from parents

| “I cannot think of any better

environment for children to

be nurtured in!”

| Quotes

from children

“The school has already

exceeded our expectations
as a nurturing, encouraging
and holistic educational
establishment.”

"I like it when we do
our work.”

| "We like learning French!"

"Early Reading is
good. I love doing my
letter sounds!”
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MOT
TEST CENTRE
ROEBUCK GARAGE
HIGH STREET
EATON BRAY

220385

McTimoney
CHIROPRACTIC

Margie Craib BSc BHSI DC AMC MMCA
Human and Animal Treatments

Ashridge Farm, Ringshall, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1IND
Telephone: (01442) 842729

General Chiropractic Council Registration No. 293

Virtual administrative
support to businesses &
private individuals
Website hosting
Domain registration
Desktop publishing

01525 229695

Email:
enquiries@morenassociates.co.uk

Wwww.morenassociates.co.uk

J.G.S. Metalwork & Son

Specialists in Gates
& Gate Automation
Access Control « Security Grilles * Railings
Balconies ¢ Stairwells
www.jgsmetalwork.co.uk
Call in to discuss your ideas
High Street, Edlesborough LU6 2HS
Tel: 01525 220360 Fax: 01525 222786

GRASS ROOTS

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

TREE SURGERY, HEDGE PRUNING,
SELECTION SUPPLY AND PLANTING OF
TREES, SHRUBS AND HEDGES.
REGULAR MAINTENANCE/ONE-OFF JOBS
(Fully insured)

Brian McMahon NCH (Arb)

01525 221960

Edlesborough
Flowers

Flowers, Gifts, Jewellery
& More...

2 High Street,
Edlesborough,
LU6 2HS

Tel: 01525 221920




WOMENS WORLD
DAY OF PRAYER

FRIDAY MARCH 7th
2pm

SALVATION ARMY
BOOTH PLACE
EATON BRAY

SPEAKER: CAPTAIN See you there

JENNY DIBSDALL

"STREAMS IN THE DESERT” food for the body.....
PRAYING FOR EGYPT food for thought...

NORTHALL & DISTRICT

WEDNESDAY CLUB MidNights
The Swem

CHARITY No 293080

fgsttaﬁmg.. ammﬂ@ﬂrggm
d [ooki
QUIZNIGHT e Sl

NORTHALL
VILLAGE HALL Merdh
FRIDAY 14TH MARCH
{ihen he (it Suncey in

QUIZ BEGINS 8pm
TICKETS £8.50 vary
Includes a meal Gontactfoliversdog (@hotmaillcomland|
Bring your own drinks and glasses
Tel: Richard 01582 513181
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By kind permission of Josef Weinberger, Front Row presents

Generatlons

Apart

Thursday — Saturday 20 - 22 March 2014

Eaton Bray Hall, 7.30pm
Licensed bar from 7.00pm

Having met Anne at the 1969 Isle of Wight music festival and fallen
madly in love, Paul decides to run off with her to a mainland
commune, leaving behind his conservative life on the island.
However, circumstances dictate he is forced to reconsider his
options. Many years later a chance encounter with Anne’s
daughter leads Paul back into the past. The flames of romance
slowly rekindle, but not without seemingly insurmountable
obstacles in their path.

A must for all who remember the heady days of the hippy!

Tickets £7.00
Box office 01525 222283, opens 1% March.
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Kennels & Kathotel

Offering your pet a fully licensed Dog
and Cat boarding service.
Purpose built Dog kennels

Individual Cat chalets with outdoor

exercise runs

All in pleasant country surroundings

01582 ~ 665343

ILLUSTRIA
Springfield Road
Wellhead
NR Dunstable Beds

LU6 )T

Proprietors
Mick, Denise and Michele Garrod

JMC
PEST CONTROL

Very competitive rates. Fast efficient service.
Wasps Ants Fleas Cockroaches Flies Rats Mice

Professional, discreet service.
Contracts welcome

Tel/fax: 01582 - 471766
Mobile: 07973 - 407027
Jjmespringbank@aol.com

St. Judes

physiotherapy, health and well being

+ Chartered Physiotherapists
-+ Chiropody & Podiatry

+ Massage

+ Acupuncture

- Pilates

+ Pregnancy care

Get back into
the swing of things

01525 377751

enquiries@stjudesclinic.com
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Marc Flack

Marc Flack

Painting & Decorating

For a quality job at a good price.
All work is guaranteed, local
references are available.

01525 223166




Make your house a home with blinds and awnings from

rn

-

BLINDS

www.vansarblinds.co.uk

VANSAR V

YOUR LOCAL

o Free No Obligation Measuring And Quotations
o All Blinds Made To Measure

OVER
e Choose In The Comfort Of Your Own Home Or Workplace
e Family Run Business

e Large Range Of Quality, Affordable Fabrics And Colours To Choose From
Call: 01525 220477 or 01582 699565  E: sales@vansarblinds.co.uk

Financially Prudent (IFA) Ltd
23 The Green, Edlesborough, LU6 2JF

Your local IFA for impartial Personal or

Corporate advice on:
Mortgages

Pensions & Annuities
Insurance

Savings & Investments

Call Paul Pearce on 01525 220480 or email
paul @finpru.com for a no obligation initial discussion

Financially Prudent (IFA) Ltd is authorised and regulated

by the Financial Conduct Authority
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Right: Allotment sunflowers
by John Hockey

Below: Ashridge by Shelagh
Bagni

D -

Pear Tree Cottage
by Adrian Lewis
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Goldfinch in Yew Tree Close
by Richard Woodhead

o

Above: Summer meadow at College
Lake by Brian Russell

Right: Daffodil and crocus in the
snow by Phil Wood



S M Reilly & SonLwd

General Builders &
Contractors

Turning Your House into
@ Home Since 1987

All aspects of the building
trade undertaken

*Extensions*Hard Landscaping™*
*Windows, Doors & Conservatories™
*Fitting of Aluminium Bi-fold Doors*

*Kitchen & Bathrooms*Drives*

*Loft Conversions™

01525 221740
07970 637511

ALAN BOULT

(Light Haulage)

® TRANSPORT @ COLLECTION
® DELIVERY SERVICE
® SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS
® REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

Tel: 01296 427182
Mobile: 07770 237745
Email: boult586@btinternet.com

. J

FOR FAST RESPONSE CALL:
mobile 0777 494 8415 or office 01582 872158

specialists in: wasps - bees - ants - hornets
fleas - cockroaches - bed bugs - pigeons - magpies
rabbits - rats - mice - moles - squirrels - foxes - mink - feral cats

UNMARKED VEHICLES

For further information please call
or email a.mcclelland_pestcontrol@hotmail.co.uk
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A local, honest reputable garage run by Mart & Ollie
which is independently approved by “Motor Codes
Approved Practice” and the RAC

MOT's
Cars, Vans & 4x4 servicing

Tyres
Cambelts
Diagnostics
Batteries
All mechanical work
Welding and Fabrication
Horseboxes
Specialist in Land Rover

Call now for a free quote

01525 222876

1 Honeywick Lane, Eaton Bray, LU6 2BJ
www.general-mechanical-services.co.uk
reception@general-mechanical-services.co.uk




A Highland Fling

Join us for dancing and dinner
Sunday 9" February 6pm — 9pm
Eaton Bray Village Hall
Supper, tea and coffee included

Bring your own alcohol

Family ticket — Two adults and
children - £30

Adults: £10.00
Children/Students: £7.00
Contact Helen Elves 01525 237098




D & E HINES

High-Class Butchers
Quality Beef, Pork & Lamb
Grade A Poultry
BBQ & Sausage Speciality
Renowned for ‘Bunkers Sausages’
Telephone: 01525 220413
98 High Street, Eaton Bray

1RO ouUT

Complete Laundry Service
Shirt Service
Duvet Cleaning
Ironing
Free collection & delivery from
home or office

01582 667332 / 07885 320042
Email: ironout@aol.com

STOCKISTS FOR

GUTTER BRUSH

- All aspects of Pressure Washing -
Roof Cleaning / Coating specialists

- Safe cleaning system using rope access
- Roofs cleaned using ‘controlled’ pressure washing
- 'Cleaning’ water recycled

For before and after photos please visit:
http: //www.facebook.com/greatoutdoorsandin

0800 298 5883

www.greatoutdoorsandin.co.uk




Dagnall School

A Buckinghamshire co-educational school

For 4-7 year olds

Dagnall School offers small class sizes, an exciting curriculum, excellent
care and support and good links with the local community

Ofsted 2011
"Pupils are confident,
very happy at school
and curious to learn.”

Tel: 01442 842473 www.dagnall.bucks.sch.uk

E-mail: of fice@dagnall.bucks.sch.uk
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G.N.C Wall & Floor Tiling

Covering all aspects of tiling from
Natural Stone & Porcelain to ceramics

gnctiling@hotmail.com

Providing assurance & attendance through to
completion of works

For a free full & comprehensive quotation
please call Colin Bell

07725 033017
01525 222094

Eaton JSray “Village Aall

Superb venue for weddings
Fantastic place for parties and

9,
o

9,
o

dances
A must for children’s parties, can fit
the bouncy castle inside if weather
dictates!!!
s Keep fit groups
* Ideal for Club meetings or functions

B

X3

*

Equipped to support theatrical productions and film shows

9,
o

Large car park

Large Kitchen with a six ring cooker, large
refrigerator, hot trolley, crockery etc.

* 3 separate areas to hire to meet your

9,
o

needs and budget
** For more information and brochure
please ring Norman on 07975 797202
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local people working for you

Lettings 01525 371997 Sales 01525 377733

www.mandmproperties.co.uk

@dn

=

*30 day challenge is for a limited time only. Terms & conditions
apply. Please ask a member of staff for details.

The
Gentleman

Gardener

Let your local RHS qualified
gardener make your garden
beautiful, from simple
garden maintenance to total
redesign of your garden.

Please call Barry on
01525-222451 or
07541196384

to pop round for a free chat.

Come and see us in our shop —
Unit 7B, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton
Buzzard Road, Edlesborough, LU6 2HP.

Or check out our website —
www.completecanine.co.uk
And get free local

delivery at a time

that suits you.

Tel- 07854 102669

Email- info@completecanine.co.uk
Check web site for opening times.

We now have resident dog groomer, Julie,
from Heads & Tails. Phone 07836 240467 for an
appointment.

DO]
BeEhavieu
Tredining

LawesPaws
Your dog on the right track

Professional help for you and your dog

Owning your dog should be a joy —if you are not
finding this the case - let LawesPaws help

Vicky Lawes ACFBA MGoDT (MT)
CANINE BEHAVIOUR CONSULTANT & MASTER TRAINER

Experienced, professionally trained & in
the comfort of your own home
Web: www.lawespaws.co.uk
Mob: 07765 287176
E: vicky@lawespaws.co.uk
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Edlesborough School

& Pre-School

Pupils’ behaviour s outstanding,..

The environment for learning s exciting and
stbmulating...

A real strength of the school is pupils’ attitude to thelr
learming |,
Ofsted 2013

For more information about our School, Pre-School and Before and After School facilities,
visit our website at www.edlesborough.bucks.sch.uk

Please contact the school on 01525 220431 to arrange a visit.




Protecting what'’s important
MJ Security Systems Lid

M) Security Systems

Contact Us For More Information

Unit 4, Arianne Business Centre,

Blackburn Road,

Townsend Industrial Estate,

Houghton Regis,

Bedfordshire,

LU5 5DZ Kit includes:

T 1 x Wireless Door Contact, 2 x Wireless

. .

Please call for a free quotation PIR., 1 x Wireless Sounder, 2 x Remote Set
. :P'C:me:’ls and Unset Fobs.
. intruder arms

T: 0800 0856126 [ reder Mern

el . o ¢ CCTV & Monitoring tylish ®* Wirel . r
E: info@mijsecurity.co.uk © Doty \ Stylis eless * Secure )

A H H ¢ Covert Cameras
W: www.mjsecurity.co.uk S
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RD ELECTRICAL

Specialising in all types of Electrical and Air
Conditioning installations including:

4 Inspection and Testing ¢ Re-wires
4 Garden and security 4 Specialist lighting —
lighting bespoke designs

¢ Energy efficient lighting ¢ Kitchen and Bathroom
specialist

Air conditioning throughout your home
All work guaranteed.

Call Richard on: =
01525 221475 %
NAPIT 07932 759680 NAPIT

For a no obligation quote
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Established Village
Dog Grqommg
Cervice
Professional and Affordable
Large breeds welcome
Trained in Hanhd Stripping
Nails, Ears and (zlands included
Contact Jlrika Tel 01525 211592

5 Mill Road, Stanbridge, Beds. LU7 9HX
www.abfabgrooming.co.uk

All Aspects of Grounds Maintenance
Weed Control » Driveways & Patios
Lawn Care & Scarifying « Fencing
Turfing  Tree Work
Snow Cleaning & Gritting
Tel: 01582 872084 Mob: 07876 500292
Email: chambo.1628@btinternet.com

O

The Best Start They
Francis House Could Wish For
Preparatory School

AT FRANCIS HOUSE WE ARE PROUD to offer our pupils a
safe, caring and happy environment that fosters a love
of learning.

Each one of our pupils is able to reach their true
potential whilst enjoying a broad range of academic
subjects, sporting and gymnastic opportunities,
together with a wide range of extra-curricular
activities including dance and music. Teamwork and
achievement are encouraged and rewarded, as are
friendliness and generosity.

FRANCIS HOUSE is a Hertfordshire town school with
a countryside setting overlooking the Chilterns. It is
positioned on the edge of Tring but with easy access to
the A41. Francis House is a day preparatory school
for girls and boys between the ages of two and eleven
whereour Nursery and Kindergarten (Pre-Preparatory)
are an integral part of the school.

FRANCIS HOUSE SCHOOL NURSERY now takes boys and
girls from the age of two years during term time from
8.00 am — 6.00 pm.

Our dedicated and experienced staff, maintain an
excellent staff/pupils ratio, with small class sizes that
enable our pupils to properly prepare for the rigours of
the next stage of their education.

Aylesbury Road, Tring, Herts HP23 4DL
T: 01442 822315 E: info@francishouseschool.co.uk
| An Independent Day School for Boys and Girls aged 2 to 11 years | W: www.francishouseschool.co.uk




EatonIBrayAWAIS

Eaton Bray WI is a small, friendly group
who meet on the first Monday of the
month (except for Bank Holidays when
we meet a week later),at the Eaton Bray
Methodist Hall at 7.30pm.

The WI is all about inspiring women,
offering them the opportunity to join and
be involved in a way that suits them.
Many elements come together to make
a successful WI, and the real measure of
success is when a WI works for every
single member. Everyone needs the
opportunity to take part and also establish
new friendships. Members need to know
that their contribution is important and
valued, providing refreshing new ideas
and new ways of looking at and doing
things.

An interesting and attractive programme
is the image of each WI. Speakers are
an integral part of a WI meeting from
which we pick up interesting information
along the way,or there is an activity for
the evening, this usually lasts about 45

minutes, following which is the social
time when refreshments are served and a
raffle held.

Each WI is only as good as the women
who join it and it has always put great
importance on being a warm and
welcoming group..Three reasons why you
might consider joining us each month,
Fellowship-the friendship of like minded
ladies,who help wherever and whenever
they can. Belonging-to an organisation
that has the power to lobby the government
on issues that matter to us, our resolutions
are very important, as they give us a real
voice. Fun-we are a happy group and there
is plenty of laughter, we enjoy being and
doing things together.We also enjoy being
part of a larger group situation, where we
have meetings for the five WI's in our area
in Spring, Autumn and Christmas
Visitors are always welcome, if you are
interested please ring either Barbara
Collier on 01525 221401 or Deirdrea on
01525 210426.

tator Bray Acadeng,

EntegpriselChristmasiEayne

Congratulations to the Enterprise teams
- they made an astonishing £238 profit at
their Xmas Fayre.

The hall looked so inviting with the
various stalls brimming with goodies and
delights.

Once again the cakes, mince pies and
smoothies sold out very quickly! Other
stalls enticed customers with handmade
Christmas gifts & decorations. The
“Guess the weight of the cake” stall was
extremely popular, especially when an

element of competition crept in!

The children gave excellent customer
service dealing well with people and
money - no easy task!

So well done to all involved for their
efforts, and a huge thank you to all who
supported the Fayre.

Needless to say in true entrepreneurial
style , we are planning our next Enterprise
Spring Event - so watch this space!

& Debbie Lake
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Edlesborough Council)News

Including Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall

Parish Council meeting - dates and
venues

20th  February 2014 7.30pm at
Edlesborough Memorial Hall

20th March 2014 7.30pm at Edlesborough
Memorial Hall

Parish Council vacancies

Would you like to know more about local
issues and developments in Edlesborough,
Dagnall and Northall?

Do you have an interest in how the villages
and their amenities are run?

Would you like to obtain some real
satisfaction by making a contribution to
our local community?

If so, and you are aged 21 or over and
live (or work) in the Parish, you might
like to consider joining the Parish Council
where there are currently 2 vacancies, 1 in
Edlesborough and 1 in Dagnall.
Councillors do not have to live in the
village which they represent.

For more information please contact the
Parish Clerk, Lin Sargeant.

Precept 2014/15

The Council has agreed a Precept of
£82,155 for 2014/15. This means that
the rate for a Band D property will be
£66.05 compared to £58.25 in 2013/14,
giving an increase of £7.80 per annum
(13.4%). This increase is primarily due
to two factors. Firstly, the Government’s
‘Localised Council Tax Support’ is being
reduced from last year’s £5,803 to £1,845
in 2014/15. Secondly, the first payment
will need to be paid into a ‘sinking fund’
which needs to be built-up over the next
few years to pay for the upgrading of
the Parish’s 143 street lights, and the
replacement of some of the poles.
Buckinghamshire County Council

Due to restructuring of the Local Area

Technicians as from 2nd January the
villages of Edleshborough, Northall and
Dagnall have new Technicians, Rob
Anderson and Clifford Marshall.  All
outstanding matters which the Parish
Council has raised again with Bucks CC
will be taken up by the new Technicians,
these items include, safety railings in
Dunstable Road, Dagnall; white lining at
the junction of Nelson Road and Dunstable
Road, Dagnall, pot holes at the junction of
Brook Street/High Street, Edlesborough,
Moor End and St. Mary’s Glebe; clearing
of vegetation from streetlights; Dragons
Teeth at Church End, Edlesborough;
speed limit reduction from the Travellers
Rest to Edlesborough (A4146).

Illegal dumping

On average one offender has been
convicted in Buckinghamshire every
week for the last five years. AVDC ask
people who come across waste dumped
on public land to report it for clearance
on the hotline 0845 330 1856 or online at
www.buckscc.gov.uk/fly

Dog Fouling/Control of Dogs

It has been observed that due to the field
in Slicketts Lane having been ploughed
an increasing number of dog owners
are using Edlesborough Green and the
problems of dog fouling and dogs not
being kept under control by their owners
is becoming a serious issue and not fair
on the dog owners who obey the byelaws
and clean up their dogs deposits and keep
them under control. More serious action
will be taken if this problem persists.

Bus Shelters

Repair work is to be undertaken to the Bus
Shelter at the top of Edleshorough High
Street.

&Lin Sargeant — Clerk to Edlesborough
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Parish Council - Tel. 01525 220859
e-mail: parish.council.clerk@
edlesborough-pc.gov.uk

Edlesborough Memorial Hall Booking
Secretary: Penny Pataky: Tel: 01525
229358

Penny Pataky — Manager/Assistant Clerk e-mail: assistant.clerk@edlesborough-pc.

— contact number 01525 229358
e-mail: assistant.clerk@edlesborough-pc.
gov.uk

gov.uk
Website: www.edlesborough-pc.gov.uk

INilfS sincsgChurchyDagnall

Services and Meetings in February 2014

Sun. 2nd Feb. 9.00 am
10.30 am
6.00 pm
7.45 pm
10.30 am
6.00 pm
Wed. 12th Feb. 7.45 pm
Sun. 16th Feb. 10.30 am
6.00 pm
Wed. 19th Feb. 7.45 pm
Sun. 23rd Feb. 10.30 am
6.00 pm
Wed. 26th Feb. 7.45 pm

Eucharist

Wed. 5th Feb.
Sun. 9th Feb.
Eucharist

Family Service
Eucharist

Morning Service

Evening Service with Holy Communion
Get-together - Speaker: Revd Neil Drayton
Morning Service

Get-together - Speaker: Tony Lumley - Northern Lights
Family Communion

Evening Service

A Musical Evening with Revd David Jenkins

Get-together - Speaker: Karen Drayton

Sunday School meets each Sunday at 10.30 am except when there is a Family Service.

AppledownisiDosforithe)Month!

This is Misty, a medium-sized

crossbreed aged six years.

Misty has a gentle temperament
and is very affectionate. She would enjoy
a quiet home with retired owners rather
than a noisy, busy household. Misty is
fine with other dogs, she is house-trained
and could be left for a couple of hours.
She was not walked before coming to
us, so may not be able to go off the lead.
Misty is not happy in kennels and so we
are very keen for her to find the happy,
loving home she deserves.

If you feel you could offer Misty, or any
of our other dogs, a loving and secure
home please call in at the kennels any day
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Our staff will

be happy to offer advice and information.
Please note that we have restrictions on
rehoming dogs to families with children
under 7 years of age, so please ask for
details.

Variety Concert Night, Saturday 8th
March, 7.30 p.m. — Join us for an evening
of entertainment at Dagnall Village Hall.
Music, comedy and magic! For further
details please contact the kennels. Tickets
£10.

Appledown Rescue and Rehoming
Kennels, Harling Road, Eaton Bray, Beds
LU6 1QY.

Call 01525 220383 or e-mail appledown.
kennels@btinternet.com

(Reg Charity No. 1116848)
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ontSpending

Central Bedfordshire has published its
draft 2014/15 budget and has launched a
public consultation on its proposals for
spending £186 million next year as well
as suggested savings and investments.

In keeping with a previous pledge, the
draft budget is based on freezing the
Council’s proportion of council tax for a
fourth year running and protecting front
line services.

The greatest proportion of funds — 58 per
cent of the overall budget - are earmarked
for services for children and social care for
vulnerable members of our communities,
reflecting increasing demands on these
services. The draft budget includes
proposals for making funds stretch
further, such as using local rather than
expensive out-county care placements
for children and providing alternatives to
costly residential and social care services
for adults.

As well as accommodating increased
demands on services, the council needs to
make further savings because, in common
with local authorities across England,
funding for the Council has been reduced
by more than a quarter. The savings needed
for £2014/15 stand at £17.4 million, with
a further £25.6 million needed over the
following three years.

Proposed savings include reductions
in  building-related costs, councillor
expenses and non-front line services such
as consultants and agency staff. There are
also plans to secure better deals when re-
tendering contracts.

The budget proposals also include plans
for investment, including £48 million
from the Housing Revenue Account
over the next four years to improve

accommodation for older people and
build new facilities such as the new Priory
View extra care scheme in Dunstable.
Investments of over £91 million are
proposed from the capital budget to
provide more school places, better waste
treatment facilities and improve the road
network.

Investing in technology will help services
run more cost-effectively, while capital
spending to upgrade leisure centres will
generate additional income that will cover
costs.

A number of other measures are being
proposed to increase income and
offset the need for further savings.
These include charging for pest control
services, increasing rents on council
owned commercial properties and farms,
improving debt recovery and generating
more advertising and sponsorship income.
Executive  Member for  Corporate
Resources and Deputy Leader of the
Council, Cllr Maurice Jones says: “We
have a proven track record of delivering
savings, having delivered £60 million of
efficiencies since the council came into
existence in 2009.

“We remain determined to deliver
value for money, so we have carefully
scrutinised our spending to look at where
further efficiency savings can be made or
income generated and have put together a
budget that allows us to maintain essential
services.

“We also remain committed to listening to
our residents and | hope that people will
take time to look at our proposals and give
us their views.”

The council's spending plans are open
for public consultation until Friday, 31
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January 2014. Further information and
a budget survey are available online
at www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/
consultations. Paper copies of the
consultation documents are also available
at the council’s Priory House and Watling
House offices.

The Executive will use the feedback

from the public consultation to finalise its
budget proposals which will be considered
by full Council on 20 February.

For further information please contact:
Louise Manders, on 0300 300 5830 (out-
of-hours 07875 430164) or email louise.
manders@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

INEWSE RO IMRChENETO NS € 1 ee

What a busy December we had! It was
wonderful to see so many of you as we
accompanied Santa and his sleigh around
the villages. Many thanks to all of you
who supported us with donations and for
waving at us as we passed by.

Santa was delighted with all of the letters
sent to him via our special post boxes. Our
thanks again to the stores who looked after
these for us. Santa has assured us that he
will be doing this again next Christmas.
Eaton Bray Academy and Edlesborough
School both provided outstanding support
to us and we thoroughly enjoyed getting
to know those of you who volunteered
your time.

As always, every penny raised will all be
donated back into our local community in
a variety of ways.

December wasn’t just about collecting
funds though. We provided a Christmas
party and lunch for a group of senior local
residents which was very well received.
They particularly liked the visit from
Santa and the food selection boxes he
gave them to enjoy over Christmas. We
also took a group of 30 disabled children

to a football match at the MK Dons which
was a real highlight for all of us. Being
able to give people an experience that
they wouldn’t normally be able to enjoy is
priceless for us.

We are now back to planning our activities
for the coming year and have some very
exciting plans for events we want to
bring to the community. Details of these
activities will always be published via
Focus in the main.

By the time you read this, we hope we will
have had the pleasure of meeting lots of
you again at the village panto as we will
be running the refreshment bar again on
all three nights.

If you have any community service
projects that we may be able to assist
with, please do not hesitate to get in touch
and we will see how we can best assist if
appropriate.

#sRachel

owl’w»mg people
doing amazing things

IFaplientulia)

Is there anybody locally that would like to
join a Spanish speaking club, it could be
an informal social gathering once or twice
a month for an hour or so. The purpose
being to practice the Spanish language.

This is a basic idea that if popular could
be developed further, (films, books, talks,
visits etc.etc.) if interested please contact
Angel Huelamo on 01525 221106

Email: huelamo47@aol.com

63



FEatoniBraygllawnghennisiClub)

Well didn’t Christmas go

quickly? Having been building
up to it since about July, one turkey dinner,
a couple of glasses of Chateau de Plonk
Reserve and a short snooze, and just like
Geoff Hurst’s third goal in 1966, it was all
over. Before | knew it, it’s coming up to
deadline day for the February Focus! Mind
you the actual build up was fun. A couple
of weeks beforehand, around 20 of us piled
into the White Lion restaurant in Dunstable
for our Tennis Club Christmas Dinner. |
don’t think they knew what had hit them.
Three large courses were quickly scoffed
as if there was no tomorrow, and copious
quantities of the aforementioned de Plonk
were consumed, and that was just me.
Now clearly, any elite sportsman such as
Andy Murray stays well clear of rich food
and any alcohol, which should indicate
to you the total seriousness (or lack of it)
with which we take our personal fitness
and sporting abilities at EBLTC. As the
restaurant staff helped to pour us back into
our taxis come closing time, we all vowed
to never do it again and to get fit for the
New Year. Apart from me, of course. I’ll
start after the summer holidays....
The more hardy souls in our club have
continued to brave the cold, thunderstorms,
gale force winds and frost, and turn out
every Tuesday and Sunday for social tennis
on our School Lane courts. Our teams in the
winter league have a few postponed games
to catch up on, but that’s usually down to
the opposition not wanting to go outside
if it drops below 60 degrees (sorry but
I’m an old money person). One particular
player, who shall remain nameless, has
vowed to play on average 5 tennis games
a week during 2014, which will add up to
260 sessions on court during this year. He
did manage around 200 I believe last year,

so it is entirely feasible providing he lives
in the clubhouse. His wife apparently is
very supportive, but we’re not sure if that
is because of his improved fitness or the
fact that he won’t be under her feet 5 days
a week, and also she’ll have more room in
bed and her shopping bill will go down.

The saga of the outstanding Men’s doubles
final (outstanding in that it’s not been
completed yet, not the quality of the tennis
therein...) goes on, as Chairman Stuart is
still suffering from an injury. It is hoped
to complete the match by the end of this
month. I’m quite happy though, as whilst
all this to-ing and fro-ing continues, the
trophy (or a replica of it as my doubles
partner Darren has the original as it was his
turn...) remains prominently displayed on
my sideboard, as we are technically still the
reigning champions. It’s a good job | don’t
have to defend it right now though, as I’'m
in the same boat as Stuart, quite literally.
I was indulging in some fairly innocuous
rowing in a small boat on a lake in Madrid
in October, and at the annoyance of my
other half got a bit competitive with my
friend, a former EBLTC member, who was
holding the other oar. Whilst our respective
partners screamed at us from the ‘stern’
to stop acting like schoolchildren, we
hurtled across the lake at breakneck speed,
backwards of course, causing general
mayhem, motorised craft urgently veering
out of our path, ignoring the plaintiff cries
of both our wives and the increasingly
panicky Spanish boat rental owner through
his loudhailer who was, | can only guess,
imploring us to immediately stop and
return to port. He didn’t sound too happy.
Mind you who does through a loudhailer,
especially in rapid high-pitched Spanish?
Anyway, to cut a long story short, thanks
to that over-exuberance | now have a
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trapped nerve in my shoulder, which even
after copious sessions of physiotherapy
means that | can’t raise my hand above
head height. It’s improving, although my
wife is not terribly sympathetic for some
inexplicable reason, but in the meantime
I suppose | could always serve underarm,
in fact that might be more accurate and
powerful than my normal serve....!

For any further information about the

club, including when we get together for
our social tennis sessions up at the School
Lane courts, or our various activities, you
can visit our website at www.ebltc.org.uk;
Alternatively please call Chairman Stuart
Adolph on 07773 816320, Coach Sara
Leavy on 07561 571578, or if they’re all
out and I’m not out buying my wife more
flowers, then me, Andy Cross, on 07783
667338.

Edlesborocugh

When God was a Rabbit by Sarah Winman

The intriguing title of this book is soon
explained. Elly Portman, its narrator, is
remembering her childhood living in a
suburban neighbourhood of Essex, with
her parents and older brother. She is an
intelligent, observant little girl, who feels
different from her contemporaries and
more at ease with adults. Joe, her brother,
with whom she has a close bond, realises
her isolation and presents her with a pet
rabbit. When she is told that the rabbit
cannot be named Eleanor she promptly
christens him God.

The book has two parts. The first tells
of Elly's childhood in Essex and of the
uprooting of the family to Cornwall,
where her parents turn a beautiful old
house into a successful B and B. The
second half starts when she is twenty
seven and follows her life in London,

where she is trying to establish herself and
also her visits to her brother, who lives in
New York. Her story covers the period
from 1968 to 2001 and brings in most of
the major events of those years. The many
peripheral characters circling Elly and Joe
are varied and colourful and add humour
and pathos to their story. Essentially
though, it is the story of a family and the
value of love in its many forms.

Sarah Winman wrote this, her first
novel, after life as an actress and after a
writing course at the University of East
Anglia. When God was a Rabbit is well
written and easy to read. There is a lot to
commend it and all but two members of
the reading group enjoyed the book. Our
criticism was that it was easy to read and
very easy to forget.

DagnallfChristimas)Eayxe]

The Dagnall Christmas Fayre took
place on Saturday 7th December and
raised £1200 for the school & Dagnall
Under Fives. Thank you to all the local
business who gave their support by
donating prizes for our raffle including,
Berkhamsted Logs, Luton Hoo, The Red
Lion, London Gliding Club, Bluebell Tea

Rooms, Bridgwater Arms, Tring Brewery,
Grand Junction Arms, Brownlow Cafe,
Travellers Rest, High Street Hair, D.E
Hines & Dairy Cottage Riding Academy.
Thank you to all the staff, governors &
parents who helped on the day and to
everyone who came along.

#FODS & Dagnall Under Fives
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Pre-Season Nets

Our pre-season practice sessions have
now started, please feel free to come
along and try our net sessions. Held on
Wednesday evenings at 7pm to 8pm for
the U12s and U14s and at 8pm to 9pm for
the senior players, these sessions are held
at Dunstable Town Cricket Club’s indoor
nets for our senior players.

We are also organising sessions for our
U8s and U10s on Wednesdays, 6pm
to 9pm, but as | write this we haven’t
confirmed a venue for these. Details can
be obtained by contacting our junior
organisers through our email address
quoted below.

The Club is always looking for new
players of all abilities, from 6 to 14 for
our Junior section and 14 to 75 for our
Senior section. We’ll accept anyone from
aspiring and future England players to
guys who like to play socially and have a
drink afterwards.

This season we hope to continue to grow
with under 14, 12, 10 and 8 teams. We are
always looking for new players (from 6
above), so feel free to try us out.
Centennial Year 2014

This year is the club’s Centennial year and
we are currently preparing several events
and games to commemorate this. All ex
players, tea ladies, officials and volunteers
are invited to attend these events.

Late April - Chairman’s Xl v
President’s XI The game to start early
afternoon with an all day fixture followed
by a party in the evening. Any ex-players
who would like to play in this game please
contact us on the below email.

Friday May 23rd — T20 v Caddington
CC - This commemorates the club’s very
first game, which was against Caddington
on 23rd May 1914. The game is to start

at 6pm. All spectators are welcome to
attend, the match will start at 6pm.
Sunday July 27th— Match v Marylebone
Cricket Club (MCC) — This is our main
event of the Centennial year. An all day
game starting at 11.30am against the
MCC, who are also celebrating their 200th
year at Lords. We encourage all current
and ex-players, tea ladies, volunteers and
anyone who has been involved in the club
to attend what will be a great day. We also
invite any local MCC members to the
match to support their club (MCC ties are
optional).

Late August - Music Festival — We will
be hosting a music festival afternoon
and evening. We will have a jazz band
playing for a couple of hours and our
very own trumpeter from Jools Holland’s
Big Band (Jason McDermid). We will
also have a number of fun activities to
keep the children (and some of the older
ones) entertained. Everyone is welcome
to attend. More details will follow when
plans are finalised.

Contact and Call for New Players

We are in the 21st Century and have
several ways we can be followed or
contacted.

Junior email address: ebccenquiries@
hotmail.com

Senior players and Centennial details: lan
Jones — ian_m_jones1000@hotmail.com
or 07956 340888

Web Site: www.eatonbray.play-cricket.
com

Twitter: @EatonBrayCC

Facebook: /eatonbraycc
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Edlesborough

Post Office & Stores

YOUR LOCAL
VILLAGE STORE

POST OFFICE HOURS
Mon to Fri - 9am to 5.30pm / Sat - 9am to 12.30pm
No lunchtime closure. Closed on Bank Holidays

- Inland and Overseas Parcel Services - Road Tax
- Foreign Currency - Moneygram
- Personal & Business Banking (applicable accounts)
- Bill Payments

SHOP HOURS

Mon to Sat - 5am to 8pm / Sunday - 5am to 1pm
Open Bank Holidays to 5.30pm

Home Newspaper & Magazine Deliveries
Edlesborough, Eaton Bray, Totternhoe, Slapton, Northall, Stanbridge,
Tilsworth, Marsworth, lvinghoe

- National and Health Lottery - Free ATM
- Monthly Promotions in Store - Mobile Phone, Electric and Gas Top Ups
- Fresh Bread and Cakes (orders taken)
- Fresh Fruit, Veg and Local Produce - Off Licence (offers in store)
- Greeting Cards and Stationery
- Laundry and Clothing Repair Service

High Street, Edlesborough LU6 2HH
T. 01525 220381 E. edlesboroughstores@hotmail.co.uk
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Registered Freelance Riding
Instructor

Just moved into the area and teaching
within a 10 mile radius of Edlesborough.

Teaching private clients on their own
horses.

Experienced teaching all levels of ability,
age and discipline.

Fun, enthusiastic and confidence giving.

Kate Broadway BHSAI
01525 792562 07841053159

Choose Connells, Choose the Best!
| Residential Lettings

£5 00;«,

oy,
Salgq -

| In house Conveyancing

e,
| Land and New Homes i YO e: foe
0

| Energy performance
certificate arrangement
Residential Sales

Call Dunstable on 01582 661265

for your FREE market appraisal

*Terms and conditions apply. Offer valid at
Dunstable branch only. Valid until 31/12/2013

National Vegetable Society
Tuesday 4th March 7pm
at Pitstone Memorial Hall
An evening with IVOR MACE
Ivor, is a retired professional in
horticulture with forthright views which
he frequently expresses in the gardening
press and the "Simply Vegetables"
magazine.
His talk this evening will cover the
subject of growing leeks & onions
for showing and, just as importantly
to many of us, he will tell us how to
achieve the very best results for a whole
range of vegetables for the kitchen and
table, all gained from a whole life spent
in horticulture.
He has also been known to grow a
mean chrysanthemum. This is an unique
opportunity to hear one of our hobby's
great personalities All are welcome
Members Free:
Non-member guests welcome £3.00

We have some business

advertising space left for 2014.

Please give Sally Siddons a

ring on 221733 if you would
like to take advantage of this.




A New Year and

New Scouting Adventures
1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout Troop

Scouting offers challenge and adventure
to 400,000 young people and 100,000
adults across the UK. We believe in
helping our Members fulfil their potential
by working in teams, learning by doing
and thinking for themselves. We give
people of every background the chance to
stretch themselves, learn new skills and
make lifelong friends.

Our village group, 1st Eaton Bray &
Edlesborough, are looking forward to
another Scouting year and we have BIG
plans!

Last year we celebrated Scouting in our
villages for 100 years and in that time
we have grown hugely. We have many
activities planned with all our sections,
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts in 2014 and
one of the biggest challenges ahead is be
fundraising for our new Scout Hut. We
hope the new hut plans will accommodate
village scouting for many more years to
come but we do need your help.

Our plans include an extension of 3
metres, improved access and better
storage capacity, updated kitchen facilities
and improved toilets, all long overdue as
long suffering Scouts, parents and visitors

will know.

Would you be able to help?

» Do you have advice or professional
experience in fundraising that you
could offer our committee?

» Would you consider making a donation
to our Scout group?

e Could you suggest any fundraising
activities?

We also need new leaders. Our Scout

leader Paul is leaving at the end of the

summer term and we need extra support
for our young members continue Scouting.

With training and one-to-one support, we

make sure that each one of our volunteers

gets to make best use of their skills and
talents.

e Can you help?

* Would you consider training to be a
leader?

We look forward to hearing from you.

If you would like to know more please

approach our Group Scout Leader Nick

Evans ng.evans@btconnect.com or any

of our leaders usually at the Scout Hut on

Tuesdays, Thursdays or Friday evenings.

Our Scouting adventure continues; we

will keep you posted on our progress!
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CHIMNEY SWEEP
Local & Est. Brush n Vac
Friendly, Clean and Efficient
Call KEVIN HING on
Tel: 01525 371592
Mob: 07940 528897
www.khing.co.uk
Member of NACS

Cheeky Cherubs Childcare
Swift Cottage, 45 Main Road North,
Dagnall, Herts, HP4 1QZ
Tel: 01442 843 846
Mob: 07774 323 439
Children of all ages welcome, from birth right
though to their teens!

OFSTED Registered & DBS Certified
Miss Nicola Fowler

¢ Unisex hair salon

e Nail Bar

o Express Eyelash
e Accessories
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Hair Extensions
Wedding, Prom Hair Styling
Girls Glamour Parties

Loyalty Cards



ﬁLOCKED & SECURE

Keeping your Family, your Home and your Business Protected

WE SPECIALISE IN THE FOLLOWING :

ALARMS

LOCKS

CCTV

ACCESS CONTROL
SAFES

WE ALSO OFFER

Free Security Audits
L4} & Crime Prevention Talks

Please Call NOW or visit our Website for more info

FORALL OF YOUR SECURITY NEEDS

01908 483233

Serving Northamptonshire, Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire,
Hertfordshire and South Lincolnshire.

www.lockedandsecure.co.uk
info@lockedandsecure.co.uk




hat’s On for St Mary’s, Eaton Bray

February

Highland Fling / Barn Dance

Sunday 9 February

6pm to 9pm in Eaton Bray Church Hall
Tickets: Family ticket £30, Individuals: £10,
Children: £7 — from Gordon Gray & Helen
Elves

Have a great time and a real laugh, dancing
away the winter blues and Christmas excesses
with friends. The evening includes food and
tea / coffee. Bring your own alcohol.

May

Music at St Marys (in conjunction with
MacMillan Hospice at Home

Peculi8

Saturday 17 May

7.30pm at St Mary’s Tickets: £7.50; Bar
Peculi8 grew from a group of classically
trained singers coming together as friends
to support a Children in Need event in 2005.
They enjoyed it so much that they decided
to meet regularly and perform for other
good causes. They sing “a capella” in 8 part
harmony and lend their unique sound to a
repertoire ranging from Mozart via Queen
to Amy Winehouse! This will truly be a
performance with something for everyone.
June

Open Gardens Festival

Sunday 8 June

Midday to 5pm

Tickets from Eaton Bray Village Hall, giving
admission to all the gardens - £5

One of the villages’ social highlights. Some
beautiful gardens will be at their best for
your delight and pleasure. If you would
like to offer your garden please contact Kay
Griffiths on 01525 222849.

Music at St Mary’s Luton Symphony
Orchestra

Saturday 21 June

7.30pm at St Mary’s

Tickets: £7.50; Bar, Accompanied children

FREE.

June sees the return of Luton Symphony
Orchestra after their highly successful
concert in 2013. Entitled “This Sceptred
Isle” the orchestra will present a programme
of English music for a summer’s evening
to include works by Britten, Boyce,
Butterworth, Elgar, Handel and Vaughan
Williams.

The concert will see the world premiere of
Dunstable Downs, a Suite for Winds by
Musical Director, Dafydd Billinghurst.
Dafydd says, “lI wanted to create a piece
to showcase our fine wind section and to
celebrate our beautiful surroundings.

The movements encapsulate in sound what
my wife and | have seen and enjoyed on our
many walks on The Downs.”

July

Carnival

Saturday 5 July

Midday to 5pm on Edlesborough

Green

Free admission, free entertainment, free
parking. Procession 12.30 to 1.30pm

If you would like to help at this fantastic day
out please contact Gordon Gray on 01525
220136 or via the website:
www.stmarysvillagecarnival.com

August

Music at St Mary’s

Buffalo

Saturday 9 August

7.30pm at St Mary’s

Tickets: £7.50; Bar. Accompanied children
FREE

Buffalo were formed in 1998 and feature,
among others, Katrina Grant, wife of our
previous vicar. Along with songs of their
own, the band mixes bluegrass “standards”
and more modern songs by the likes of Tim
O’Brien and Ron Block. They also do a good
line in foot-tapping fiddle tunes.
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ell Done Annabelle!

A massive congratulations to Annabelle Edlesborough School are all very proud
Meaden, a Year 4 pupil at Edlesborough of her!
School, who won the

competitionto designalogo

for the new Edlesborough

Pavilion.

The judges had a hard

decision to make as the

quality and level of design

was set very high by

other entrants, however,

Annabelle was delighted to

find out that her design had

been chosen as the overall

winner.

The children and staff of

Christmas Tree Festival 2013

An enormous thank you to all who contributed towards and supported the Christmas
Tree Festival. It was a great weekend showcasing the amazing gifts and creativity of St
Mary’s congregation and its many friends in this parish and beyond.

The event raised over £1,000.
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Some comments from our recent Ofsted report:

Children are consistently offered a stimulating range of activities and
opportunities which enable them to make good progress towards the
Early Learning Goals.

Staff have a good understanding of creating a safe and welcoming
environment . . .

Staff support children well and encourage them to be active in their
learning and to think critically.

We are a committee run playgroup operating five mornings a week 9:15 —
12:15 for children aged 2 to school age.

If you would like to find out if your child would be happy here,
please phone our Playgroup Leader, Ann Tobin on 07816 358 342.

www.dagnallunderfives.co.uk

Sheplegh Court

Nr Dartmouth, South Devon

Lovely two bedroomed apartment in

country house set in 30 acres of gardens,

woods and parkland. Facilities available
include:

e Heated outdoor swimming pool with
sun terrace and barbecue area (summer
only)

» Conservatory overlooking the gardens
and parklands

 All weather tennis court.

» Snooker room with full size table

e Small indoor pool, jacuzzi and sauna

Secluded position on outskirts of award

winning village yet within 3 miles of

beaches and Dartmouth Golf and Country

Club. Available for weekly letting or for

three plus days out of season.

For further details please telephone

01525 220957 evenings and weekends
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Ve Best Wy o Dugy & Cap

Jonathan Vernon Smith is the

Sony Award winning mid-

morning show presenter for
BBC Three Counties Radio. During his
consumer hour he helps listeners with
their consumer problems and now shares
his advice with you.
Mobile phones, internet connections and
cars are the three products | receive the
most calls about on my consumer radio
show. Today I’d like to help you avoid
problems with the latter — cars! Buying a
good, reliable car rather than a nightmare
vehicle that will eat into your wallet is a
good way to start.
The first important thing you must
understand is that unless you buy a
car from a proper retailer, you have no
comeback if the car develops a fault. The
minute you drive a new car away from
a private seller, you’re on your own if it
breaks down. | therefore always suggest
buying cars from good, reputable garages,
and if you can stretch to it, main dealers.
They, generally (and I use that word with
caution - some are awful!), offer the best
after sales service.
Secondly, you must do your research.
Use the internet to find the most suitable
car for you. Look at reliability scores,
running costs and insurance. Don’t rush
into purchasing a car you know nothing
about on the forecourt, just because
you think you’ll look good in it. Find
something that’s the right size, has a good
reputation for reliability and isn’t going to
cost the earth to run.
The third thing you must do is to buy
LOCALLY. Please don’t make the
mistake that so many people make these
days. They go to a search website, enter
the car of their dreams, find that the only
independent garage that has one available

in the colour they like is 300 miles away
and travel up by train to buy it. If you
have a problem with that vehicle it will
be YOUR responsibility to get it back
to them to repair. That’s going to be a
very expensive journey on a recovery
vehicle all the way to Manchester! Use
the internet to research garages and the
people that run them.

Fourthly, if you don’t know anything
about cars, then for goodness sake, take
someone with you who does! A friendly
mechanic is best. If you don’t know
anyone who is an expert, then | would
strongly advise having an independent
check on the vehicle by an organisation
such as the RAC. It may cost a couple of
hundred quid, but it's worth every penny
if it prevents you from buying a complete
lemon. A car is normally the second most
expensive thing you purchase after a
house, | lose track of the number of people
who spend £15,000+ on something they
know and understand absolutely nothing
about and then wonder why they have
problems.

Please remember that when you find a car
that you like, DO NOT PUT A DEPOSIT
DOWN UNLESS YOU REALLY
INTEND TO BUY IT. When you agree
to pay a deposit, you normally enter into
a legally binding contract to purchase
the product. If you change your mind,
you not only risk losing the deposit, you
could be forced by the garage to take the
car and pay the full amount owing on it.
Salesmen and women often suggest the
deposit in a relaxed manner. Don’t be
fooled, when you change your mind, the
relaxed manner will probably fly right out
of the window.

Never pay the full amount requested for
a vehicle. The garage will price a vehicle
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up with some room for negotiation. If
you pay the price on the windscreen,
you’re probably paying over the odds.
Remember car salesmen and women are
employed partly because of their ability
to get as much money out of you as
possible and make the company as much
profit. Bear this in mind at all times when
agreeing a price to pay. If you’re hopeless
at doing a deal, then take someone with
you who is good at it!

Finally, if you follow all of my advice and
you STILL have a problem with it or the
garage, then you can contact me at BBC
Three Counties Radio and I’ll do my best
to try and help you.

Knowingiwhenito
goltolCourt!

Thankfully most consumer disputes can be
settled through effective and firm dialogue.
If not, there are programmes such as mine
that offer additional assistance for people
who are finding it difficult to resolve their
consumer complaint.

However, some cases just cannot be
resolved, no matter how hard one or both
parties try. It is for these cases that the
small claims court can be very helpful.
This month, | will outline how to use the
small claims court system to obtain the
best results.

Firstlyy, DO NOT RUSH TO COURT.
In my experience, judges often look
unfavourably at customers who are seen
to take a company to court too quickly. It
makes the consumer look unreasonable
which never bodes well.  Therefore
always try as hard as you can to resolve
the complaint between yourselves first.
Consider the small claims court your last
resort and it is essential that you have
kept a record of your conversations and
correspondence.

Whenyou reachthe conclusionthat (within
6 years of the dispute and for amounts up
to £10,000) the company or tradesman is
not prepared to resolve the problem, you
must write a letter of intention. Make it
clear in the letter that you have tried hard
to offer them opportunities to resolve the
problem and that you would like to offer
them one final opportunity. Allow them
one month from receipt of the letter to
respond, and make it clear that if you do
not hear from them, you will lodge papers
with the small claims court. Send the
letter recorded delivery and ensure they
have received it and signed for it.

If they still show no interest in resolving
the dispute, then you have an important
decision to make. Will you go through
with your threat of court action or not?
If you decide on the former, you must
go into it with your eyes open. You can
always lose as well as win, however it
may not cost you as much as you may
think. The fee is dependent on how much
you are suing for, but this will be outlined
when you proceed with the action. If you
are successful, the defendant will have to
pay your costs as well as the amount you
are claiming for.

It is also worth noting that you do not
need a lawyer to take someone to the
small claims court. It’s relatively straight
forward, and as long as you’ve been
reasonable and sensible in your dealings
with the company or tradesman, you stand
a good chance of getting a favourable
judgement.

In many cases, mediation is offered as a
way of agreeing a course of action. The
result of this is not legally binding, and
most often | would advise you to proceed
with this where offered. It doesn’t prevent
you progressing a case to a judge if
unsuccessful. However, turning it down
can made you look unreasonable.
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If things go your way, the judge will
award in your favour and will request that
the defendant pays you a sum of money
(either the whole of the amount you’re
seeking, or a proportion of it). They will
be given instructions as to how to pay it,
and if they fail to do so, you can instruct
county court bailiffs to recover the money.
You can also escalate the case to the high
court for a further fee and instruct the high
court enforcement officers to chase your
money.

SKiFBips

With ski season coming up we have put
together some useful pointers to help you
have a safe and happy holiday

» Prepare yourself at least six weeks
before you go, tailor your fitness regime
towards skiing.  Power, endurance,
flexibility and agility are ALL important
with skiing.

 For strength, try quarter squats or knee
bends. (You should be cautious if you
have any knee problems!) Core is core
- consider Pilates-style exercises to help
improve your core stability.

e For endurance, try stepping up and
down off the bottom stair whilst
maintaining a good spinal posture, or
simply take the stairs rather than the lift.

e For agility, try placing your feet
together with your knees slightly bent
as if skiing and now jump from side to
side, keeping the knees “soft” (slightly
bent.)

» For flexibility, concentrate  on
quadriceps (front of thigh) hamstrings
(back of thigh) and calf muscles.

» For your core, try Ski Fit Pilates —
after a thorough assessment of your
needs, exercises are tailored to your
requirements (see www.stjudesclinic.
com.)

Taking a company to court can be a
daunting prospect, and | would always
suggest obtaining advice from your local
citizens advice bureau who will give you
tailor-made advice on your specific case.
Good luck!

&sJonathan Vernon Smith

On the slopes

e Warm up before you
ski and don’t get cold
waiting for chair lifts — keep moving.

 Fuel Stops - don’t skip meals keep your
energy up with a good carbohydrate
intake. Take muesli bars for snacks in
rest periods.

» Keep Hydrated — with water.

e Finally - don’t get in “just one last ski
run” - fatigue, combined with cold, can
lead to poor judgement and accidents.

If you do get injured, stop skiing, follow

the basic first aid guidelines of RICE

(Rest, lce, Compression and Elevation)

and seek medical advice from a doctor or

Chartered Physiotherapist.

Afinal note

If you are worried about your level of

fitness, or are unsure about anything

in this article, one of our Chartered

Physiotherapists will be happy to help.

St Judes Clinic

26 Lake Street

Leighton Buzzard

LU7 1IRX

@& 01525 377751
enquiries@stjudesclinic.com
www.stjudesclinic.com
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SGMaryZsifadiesiGuild!

December 11th Meeting — Christmas
Celebration

This was a pre-Christmas celebration and
after Deirdrea had welcomed members,
glasses of sherry were handed out to start
the festivities. Birthday cards were handed
out to Joan Horne and Ann Hendricksun.
Devotions followed led by Christine.
Notices:

The Guild stall had raised £110 for St
Mary’s at the Christmas Fayre which was
an excellent result. It was requested that
questionnaires handed out at November’s
meeting be returned. Marjorie Mann and
Joan Leader were thanked for decorating
the Guild tree for the Tree Festival. The next
meeting is the Guild AGM. Subscriptions
of £6 will be due and another person is
required to join the committee. The speaker
after the AGM will be the vicar Coralie
McClusky.

Fun Time

Susan Molnar and the “One Accord” group
were introduced. Song sheets were handed
out and the 8 members of the accordion
band played a wonderful selection of
Christmas songs and carols encouraging all
to join in and sing which truly put members
in the ‘Christmas spirit’. Jenny thanked
Susan and the ladies (and one gentleman)
for the splendid music.

The raffle was drawn followed by a festive
tea provided by the committee. Then
everyone joined in singing The Twelve
Days of Christmas (including actions)
accompanied by a lady from the band. A
closing prayer was said and it was time to
go home.

January 8th Meeting-Service and AGM
After wishing everyone a Happy New
Year Deirdrea handed out birthday cards to
Pearl Ginn, Maureen Taylor, Barbara Illic
and Christine Holloway and was pleased

with a card received from a member
thanking her for all the hard work put into
the organisation and preparation of the
monthly meetings.

There were only two notices; a very
disappointing 12 out of 39 questionnaires
handed out had been returned. The speaker
for the next meeting on February 12th will
be Paul Bastini — Air Ambulance Service.
Annual General Meeting

Members were given a comprehensive
written report covering 2013 to keep the
meeting brief. The president (Deirdrea
Ellins) thanked committee members and
many others who had given their help
during the year. Committee members were
named for the following year and accepted
by those present. Marjorie Mann went
through the list of speakers she had been
able to book for the previous year and had
supplied the programme for 2014. The
Treasurers report followed listing the
monies raised over the year for charities and
St. Mary’s Church by holding raffles, bring
and buy table, and subs. Thanks were given
to David Mann who audits the accounts
and on his advice a bank account for the
Guild was being set up. No questions were
raised and the AGM closed.

Service

A table had been set up with candles and
a fringe around the edge of cardboard cut-
outs with every members name on them.
Coralie took the service and explained in
great detail the Eurcharist and Communion
was offered to all. This was a very pleasant
and friendly service during which all
present lit a candle. Joan Calder thanked
Coralie on behalf of all members for this
and presented her with a gift.

The raffle was drawn and members were
treated to a delicious afternoon tea before
making their way home.
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Weatier Statfon (ACKNEY)

Weather Conditions for November & December 2013
Elevation: 450 ft - Latitude: 51° 50’ 13” North - Longitude: 0° 33’ 34” West

November 2013
High Date/Time Low Date/Time
Temperature 14.7°c 6 Nov 21.30 -3.1°c 19 Nov 22.30
Mean Temp 6.1°c Dominant Wind: NNW
Humidity: 95% 9 Nov 18.30 63% 3-10-15
Barometer: 1039.4hPa 26 Nov 21.30 983.0 hPa 4 Nov 02.30
Wind Speed 40 mph W 2 Nov 19.30 Months avg. 4.8 mph
Wettest Day 3 Nov 10.8 mm 0.43 ins
Monthly Rain: Total Nov 61.6 mm 2.43 ins
December 2013
High Date/Time Low Date/Time
Temperature 12.7°c 16 Dec 13.00 0.4°c 1 Dec 00.30
Mean Temp 6.4°c Dominant Wind: S
Humidity: 99% 28 Dec 19.30 66% 27 Dec 13.00
Barometer: 1034.9 hPa | 2 Dec 01.00 973.3 hPa 24 Dec 02.00
Wind Speed 48 mph ssw | 24 Dec 01.00 Months avg. 7.6 mph S
Wettest Day 23 Dec 23.6 mm 0.89 ins
Monthly Rain: Total Dec 110.2 mm 4.34 ins

November started on the mild wet side, it was not until the night of 19th when we had
our first real frosts -3.1°% which was the lowest temperature of the month. The second
half of the month became drier with average temperatures for November.

December was an exceptionally mild month. It started calmly with high pressure
systems in play and was moderately dry up to the 15th when we moved into a period
of low pressure systems which continued following each other to the end of the month
(see plot below). These systems brought heavy rain and high winds from the south
keeping the temperatures mild. Facts: the temperature never dropped below Zero all
month. We recorded wind speed above 40 miles per hour on 7 separate days. The
average mean temperature was 6.4°c which is a significant high figure as the 5 year
average for December is only 3.3%

2013 Weather Conditions Yearly Summary

Temperature in °c Rain in mm Wind in mph

Hi Date Low | Date | Mean Day | Date | Month Hi Date | Avg Dom

Temp Temp Temp Max Total Dir
Jan 13.6° | 1% -7.9¢ | 22| 3,50 15.6 | 26" 55.2 | [46.0 | 28" [5.9 | WNW
Feb 11.00 | 23% -3.7° | 19% | 2.70 13.2] 10" 52.0 35.0 | 4™ [6.2 NW
Mar 16.1° | 28 -5.20 | 31| 2.8° 124 16" 70.6 | [38.0 | 16™[5.7 E
Apr 21.3° | 307 -2.4° | 67| 7.8° 70 11* 27.8] [38.0| 177 [ 7.0 E
May 23.1° | 27% 0.3° | 16" | 10.7° 14.2 | 28" 62.8| [41.0] 9% 6.0 w
Jun 27.8° | 27 4.20| 2" 14.30 7.8 | 22 25.8| [33.0] 15" [ 5.6 E
Jul 32.3° | 25" 7.1° | 12" [ 19.30 14.2 ] 27% 46.9 30.0 | 28" [ 4.0 SW
Aug 31.8° [ 19% 7.4°| 8™ [17.5° 13.6 [ 24" 59.0 33.0 1| 4.7 NW
Sep 29.4° | 8™ 4.50 | 15% | 13.70 17.0 | 24" 47.2| [33.0] 15" [4.2 SSW
Oct 20.3° | 1%t 4.3° | 16% | 12.30 15.4 [ 13" 97.6 | | 47.0] 28" |7.2 w
Nov 14.7° | 13% -3.10 | 19% | 6.10 10.8 [ 20% 61.6 | [40.0] 2" |4.8 | NNW
Dec 12.7° [ 16" 04°| 1| 6.4° 23.6 | 234 110.2 | [48.0 [ 24™ [ 7.6 3
Lows Avg Dec | Year | 715.9mm Year
/Max 31.8° | Aug -7.9 |Jan |9.8° 234 28.19in 48.0 | Dec | 5.8 |avgW
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2013 started with January being a cold month with snow laying about for a few days.
March was the coldest on record with an average mean temperature of 2.8°c and we
had snow at the end of the month which stayed for the last 8 days. For most of the
month the wind blew from the east bringing the cold air from north Europe and Russia
making it feel much colder.

May continued to be cold making the spring a little late.

June was a very dry month, July was hot and August and September were about average
giving us a reasonable summer. The last 3 months of the year brought the storms from
the south and west along with rain and high winds making the ground saturated and
brought down trees and fences. We were lucky in the Dagnall area as we never suffered
the flooding that others experienced elsewhere in the UK.

This shows the storms over Dagnall during the second half of December 2013.
The pressure drops the isobars are closer the winds increase and the rain intensifies

For weather data 24 hours a day, updated every 15 mins, visit: www.dagnallweather.co.uk
and http://bit.ly/weather_dagnall. If anyone has a question, comment or wishes to contact
me please email: david@dagnallweather.co.uk or telephone: 01442 843883.

DagnallfisinoginitheBIgEIan
forgtasBroadband

outrageous. We need everyone to register
their interest and bring faster broadband

Dagnall is not in the BT Plan for fast
Broadband

All the hype in the media about high speed
broadband being rolled out to the rural
area is not true for Dagnall if you believe
the Openreach web site

The Little Gaddesden exchange/link to
Dagnall is not currently in the roll out plan
for the broadband fibre upgrade. This is

speed to Dagnall.

Go to the openreach web site:-
http://www.superfast-openreach.co.uk/
where-and-when/ and put your postcode
in and it will tell you the situation. We all
need to express our interest and fill in the
form.
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It’s that time of year! Coughs, colds,
sneezes, the sad syndrome - I’'m tired
or lazy! I’'m weary!, I’'m getting old!,
I’m depressed! | hate this time of year.
Christmas is over; so is New Year.
No reason to celebrate or party. Dark
mornings, dark evenings. Ugh!

Then | picked up a book...and started to

laugh!!! I am going to quote from it -
perhaps | shouldn’t but I can’t loan it to
all of you!

“Insights on ageing: remember: you’re
never as old as you’re going to get-unless
of course you’re dead already.
Middle-age spread: you have a heart
of gold. That explains your size
20...”
Well | thought to myself “come on - it’s a
new year - I’m the child of aking...Thomas
Kinkade paints “heavenly” pictures filled
with beautiful homes where light seems to
spill out of windows and doorways: they
remind me of a line that someone wrote;
“Sunset is heaven’s gate----ajar!”
Dick Innes put this message down:

“Time...we enter it at birth,

We pass through it in life,

We exit it at death,

It is our preparation for eternity.”
The hymn says: “I’ve been adopted, my
name’s written down, an heir to a mansion,
a robe and a crown.”
One day I’ll move in there and spend
eternity in praise of the one who created it
all for me. But, well, not just yet!
A sick man wanted to take his wealth to
heaven with him when he died. He prayed
fervently about it until, at last, the lord
gave in. But with one condition: he could
only take one suitcase. The day came
when the lord called him home. St. Peter
greeted him but told him,”no suitcase”.
“Oh! But I have an agreement with God”,
the man explained. “That’s unusual”, said

St. Peter, “mind if | take a look?”
The man opened up the bag to reveal
shining slabs of gold.
St. Peter was amazed, “why in the world
would you want to bring paving slabs?”
Someone else said “the only thing we can
take with us is the love we leave behind”.
If you could have your life over again
what would you list as doing more of?

More “I love yous”,

More “I’m sorrys”,

More “I’m listenings”

More “I’ll try harders”,

More - gratitude,

More - prayers,

More - faith.
Life is only temporary - heaven will mean
the most to those who have put the most
into living, whilst we are here in god’s
waiting room.
The sunday school class had sung “Silent
Night” and had been told the Christmas
story. Teacher suggested they draw the
nativity scene. A little lad finished first.
Teacher praised his work but was puzzled
by a roly-poly figure off to one side. “Who
is this?” She asked. The little boy replied,
“Oh! That’s round John Virgin”.
I’ve reached the age where it is harder and
harder to think of my body as a temple.
(1t’s more like a building project that’s out
of control.)
I’'m not fat, just calorifically gifted!
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if there were
delicious, *“all-natural” foods that are
nutritious, fat-free, have no cholesterol,
and promote good health? There is! In
Galations 5.22-23: the fruit of the spirit, a
diet that is better shared!
Keep smiling...the luscious plum forgot to
- and became a wrinkled prune...
Happy New Year
zMaureen
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Quality Garage Doors

Prompt free estimates & advice (EST 1984)
We cover all areas

M Superb choice of designs in metal, wood
and fibreglass

M Any size door made to your
requirements

M Large selection of spares & fast repair
service available

M New or existing doors converted to
automatic

M Professionally fitted by own expert
craftsmen

%}

M

DIY kits available
Insurance work welcome
Council approved
Remote control gates also available

Unit 7, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton Road, Edlesborough LU6 2ES

01525 220212

www.premiergaragedoors.co.uk




FLLOORING

@JANES

BORROW OUR
SAMPLES
and
CHOOSE
YOUR FLOORING

WE MEASURE
& QUOTE

WE ARE
COMPETIITIVE

WE CAN UPLIFT
& DISPOSE
OLD FLOORING

WE EMPLOY
OUR OWN
FITTERS

WE HAVE
SHORT
LEAD TIMES

WE WILL
LOOK
AFTERYOU

WE LOVE
YOUR LOCAL 4—8 HIGH STREET, EDLESBOROUGH, LU6 2HS

WORK 01525 220208 www.janesltd.co.uk
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