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34 Wallace Drive, Eaton Bray 221733

Design and Layout: Tracey Moren (Moren 
Associates Limited) 01525 229695
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Dunstable 01582 699851

Copy for publication to the Editors or one 
of the following by the 10th of the month:

Kevin Cubbage
‘Larums’, Eaton Bray Road, Northall

Val Barrow 
3 Chestnut Close, Dagnall

Police Contact Numbers...making neighbourhoods safer together
Bedfordshire Police (Eaton Bray)

General Assistance (Recommended Number): 101        Emergency: 999
Leighton Buzzard Police Station/Kathryn Horgan: 01582 473418

Typetalk: 18001 01582 437418
Email: LPT.LeightonRural@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk

Th ames Valley Police (Edlesborough, Dagnall & Northall)
General Assistance: 101

PC Steve Brisley Mobile: 07817 817 562
PCSO Jackie Dodson Mobile: 07800 703 524
PCSO Natalie Hall Mobile: 07800 702 456

EmailWingSouth NHPT@thamesvalley,pnn.police.uk

Focus accepts no responsibility as to the 
accuracy or content of any advertising or 

articles published in ‘this’ magazine neither 
do they refl ect the opinion of members of the 

Committee.

© Articles published in Focus may not be 
reproduced without permission.

If the event you wish to advertise falls in the fi rst week of the month, it is 
advisable to get the details into Focus a month earlier. The magazines are 
not delivered from the printers until the fi rst of the month, therefore it takes 
a few days for them all to be circulated throughout the village.
Editors

Focus would like to remind 

contributors that the deadline 

for articles is the 10th of the 

preceding month
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Weekly
Mon-Fri
(term time)

Eaton Bray Pre-school, Eaton Bray Lower School, 01525 220468

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Dagnall Under 5’s, Dagnall Village Hall, 9.15am - 12.15pm, Mrs Ann Tobin 07816 
358342

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Edlesborough Pre-School, Edlesborough School, 01525 229529 
manager@edlesborough.bucks.sch.uk

Mon-Thu 
(term time)

Totternhoe Pre-school, mornings, Totternhoe Lower School, Ellie Deeley on 07913 
529574

Mondays Pilates, 10.45am, St.Giles Church Hall, Totternhoe, Lisa: 01582 412426
Mondays 
(term time)

2nd Eaton Bray Brownies, girls 7-10 years, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, 6 - 
7.30pm, Sarah 01525 229194

Mondays Dagnall Community Choir, All Saints Church 7.45 – 9.45pm
Mondays Weight Watchers, 7pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall
Mondays Zumba, Dagnall Village Hall  6.30pm
Tuesdays Line Dancing, 1.30-3p.m., Eaton Bray Village Hall, Lyn Stubbs 220731
Tuesdays Baby’s First Cafe (Support for Breastfeeding mums), 9.30 - 11 am,  Ivinghoe and 

Pitstone Sure Start Children’s Centre, Brookmead School, High Street, Ivinghoe
Tuesdays Pilates, 10-11am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Nicky Roussou 07861 162680
Tuesdays Totternhoe Baby & Toddler Group, 9.30-11.30am, St. Giles Church Hall, Nadine 

Morgan 07823 447362
Tuesdays Northall Baby & Toddler Group, 9:30-11:30am, (open in the Summer School 

Holidays) Northall Village Hall, Andie 07966437673
Tuesdays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village 

Hall, 01582 620576
Tuesdays Yoga, Dagnall Village Hall  7.45 – 9.15pm
Tuesdays Zumba Fitness Class, 8.15-9.15pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Zoey 07595 986892
Tuesdays Circuit Training Edlesborough - Edlesborough School Hall - 7-8pm - £5 per class
Tuesdays 
Fortnightly

Coffee Morning, Bring & Buy, Table Top Sale, 10-12noon, Salvation Army Hall, 
Booth Place, Eaton Bray

Weds 
(term time)

Cheeky Monkeys Under 5’s playtime, 1pm - 2.45pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 
contact Rachel on 07789 760007

Wednesdays Pilates, 7.15pm, Northall Village Hall, Lisa: 01582 412426
Wednesdays Egyptian Dance Class, 7.30-8.45pm at Eaton Bray Village Hall. Contact: Soraya on 

07976 964316 for more details
Wednesdays Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club, 10am - 3pm, Northall Village 

Hall, Contact Anna 221996 or Julie 220153
Wednesdays Zumba Fitness Class, 9.30am, St Giles Church Hall, Totternhoe, Zoey 07595 986892
Thurs 
(term time)

Baby & Toddlers Group, Dagnall Village Hall, 12:45-2:45pm (12:15 if bringing 
lunch) £1 child 50p adult. Contact Faye 07746 120163 or Samantha 07882 903282

Thursdays Yoga, Northall Village Hall, 11.30am-1pm 01525 377542
Thursdays Kfa Body Moves 40+, Fitness through movement, exercise & dance. 8-9pm, 

Edlesborough School, Pat 01582 668735
Thursdays Baby & Toddler Group, Salvation Army Hall, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 9.30-11.30am
Thursdays Keep Fit Edlesborough School, 8pm Tel: 01582 668735
Thursdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Thursdays 
Fortnightly

Central Bedfordshire Children’s Centres’ Toy Library, 9-9.45am, Eaton Bray (School 
Lane) Public Car Park

Fridays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village 
Hall, 01582 620576
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Fridays Hartbeeps Multi-sensory pre-school play & music sessions, Northall
Village Hall. Bookings and information: Gemma 01525 381196

Fridays Zumba Fitness Class, 9.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Zoey 07595 986892
Saturdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 

715208
Saturdays Drama Class for Children, 10.35am-12.35pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Claire 

Casey, 07792 508591
Last Saturday Coffee Morning, 10-12 noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
Sundays Grace Baptist Church (by the Post Offi ce) prayer time 9.30am, main meeting 

11.00am-12.00pm. All welcome, Nathan 07794 615626, or Peter 01525 221048.
Monthly
1st Monday Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting,7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
1st Monday Eaton Bray W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm. Eaton Bray Methodist Church Hall. Contact 

Barbara Collier on 01525 221401
1st & 3rd Monday Knit n Stitch. 2pm-4pm. Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Eaton Bray. Knitting, 

crochet & needlecraft.  Tel Wendy 07908 828414.  www.wendy-poole.co.uk
1st Tuesday Bingo, 7pm, Dagnall Village Hall
1st & 3rd Tuesday Dunstable & District Orbit (social and charitable) Club meet at Dunstable Rugby 

Club at 8pm. For details contact 01525 222441 or 01582 755147
1st Sunday May to September, St Mary’s Church, Edlesborough Open Day, 2-5pm
2nd & 4th Tuesday TOTS, St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, 2pm
2nd Tuesday Dunstable & District Local History Society meeting, 7.45pm, Methodist Church 

Hall, Dunstable (opposite Wilkinson)
2nd Tuesday Edlesborough W.I. Meeting, 7.30 pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall
2nd Wednesday St.Mary’s Ladies Guild, 2pm, St.Mary’s, Eaton Bray
2nd Wednesday Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Lions Club, 7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
2nd Thursday CAMEO Coffee, tea & chat, 10am-12noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
3rd Thursday Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
3rd Sunday Lunch club 11.30 to 2.00pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Chris Hewitt 222288
Other Regular Events
9th Aug Leukemia Research  Coffee Morning, 2 Dunstable Road, Dagnall 10.30 am.
3rd Aug, 7th Sep St. Mary’s Eaton Bray Coffee Morning, 10am to noon
20th Aug Dagnall Over 60’s. Speaker from ARK Wildlife
31st Aug Dagnall Gardener’s Society Annual Show 2.30pm.

1st Sep Beds Area Narrow Gauge Model Railway Club Meeting, 11.30am-4.30pm, 
Eaton Bray Village Hall

19th Sep Visit to Kensworth Over 60’s for Fish & Chips for 20 members. Remainder to 
meet at Dagnall Red Lion for lunch.

One Off/Annual/Irregular Events
4th Aug Lions Afternoon Tea Party for local senior citizens, 2-4pm, Edlesborough 

Memorial Hall. Tickets: £5 Rachel: 01525 229656
17th Aug Music at St Mary’s Saxes en Q, 7:30pm, St. Mary’s Eaton Bray, Tickets: Adults: 

£7.50, accompanied children free, 01525 222283
8th Sep Appledown Sponsored Walk, Dunstable Downs, Registration 10am-12 noon, Tel: 

01525 220383 for details
8th Sep Hymns of Praise on Edlesborough Green, 4pm
14th Sep Appledown Open Day & Fun Dog Show, 11am-4pm, Enter on the day
20th Sep Northall & District Age Concern, Harvest Festival Auction, The Swan, Northall, 

7.30pm Salvation Army Band, 8pm Auction
27th Sep Macmillan World’s Biggest Coffee Morning, 9:30-12 noon, St Mary’s Eaton Bray
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EDaN Community 
Transport

Peter Williams: 
01442 842506

Village Hall Bookings
To book your local village hall for an 
event please contact the following:

Northall: Lorna Cubbage
Tel:  01525 220361

Eaton Bray: Norman Lee
Tel: 01525 222831

Dagnall: Elizabeth Coates
Tel: 01442 842550

Edlesborough Memorial Hall: 
Penny Pataky, Tel: 01525 229358

Edlesborough
Parish Council Meetings

3rd Thursday monthly
7.30pm Memorial Hall

Next Meeting: 18th July

FOR SALE
Flymo Multi Trim 

200 Electric strimmer,  
Good condition 

£20
Tel 07734 111654

Front cover photo by Sally Siddons

We have the following 
speakers booked for the 

remainder of our 2013 programme.
2nd September History of the 
Walled Garden at Luton Hoo. Felicity 
Brimlecombe.
7th October Gary Cooper the Film Star                             
John Buckledee
4th November The First Grand National                                 
Rev Stephen Williams
2nd December Christmas Evening 'Hats' 
Philip Wright
Our meetings consist of a short business 
update of forthcoming events being 
planned, the speaker or demonstrator then 
takes the fl oor for 45 minutes plus time 
for questions. Social time follows with 
refreshments and a raffl e.
We meet the fi rst Monday of the month 
at the Methodist Hall at Eaton Bray at 

7.30pm.
If you would like to come as a visitor 
initially, there is a small charge of £2.50 
per evening to help cover costs, (except 
for the December meeting when we have 
a special speaker and provide plated food 
etc, then a separate amount is charged to 
all members) and we would need to know 
how many were attending.
The Annual fee to join the WI is £33.00 
per year. This gives attendance at all 
meetings in the village and a copy of the 
WI Life magazine delivered to your home 
each month.
We are a small but very friendly WI and 
welcome visitors.
There is an annual outing, coffee mornings 
for fund raising, meetings with the other 
WI's in the Group and a joint Christmas 
Spectacular.
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You always had time
For whoever you saw

Whether it was eggs or fl owers
People always came back for more.

You were never more happy
When pottering about

In the garden, up the yard
Or just out and about.

You brought joy and happiness
With your cheery smile

And your friendly nature
Always ready to chat for a while.

With your kind and caring ways
And your love for fun and laughter

You gave pleasure to all who knew you
And your memory will live on thereafter.

God Bless

Are you an elderly or 
housebound resident ? 
 
Would you enjoy a 
monthly (free delivery) fish 
and chip supper ? 

If you answer is ‘yes’ to either of the above questions then 
please do get in touch. 
 
We run this scheme on the last Friday of every month but 
need your orders no less than 48 hours prior to this. We have 
a voicemail facility on our phone if we are not there to speak 
to you directly. All messages will be confirmed back to you so 
you know your order has been received. 
 
Please call on 01525 229 656 to place your order 
 Ordinary people doing amazing things
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Services at St Mary’s Church
SUNDAYS : 8.00am  HOLY COMMUNION
  10.00am  PARISH SUNG HOLY COMMUNION
  On Third Sunday of each month:

10.00am –  WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE a shorter, less formal service 
for families. (For anyone wishing to attend a service where Holy 
Communion is offered, there is a Family Communion at 10.30am at All 
Saints’ Church, Dagnall, where visitors are assured of a warm welcome).

WEEK-DAYS: 
 Tuesday: 2.00pm  TOTS (Tots on Tuesdays) (2nd & 4th Tuesdays)
 Wednesday:   10.00am  Holy Communion
  EVERYONE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES

In my report at the last AGM, I was 
reporting on a record year and also falling 
bookings during the current year. At that 
time we had undertaken to review our 
presence on the web and to look at our 
advertising policy. Having added some 
extra advertising, the bookings took off 
again during the latter half of the year. We 
are not convinced that our actions caused 
the increase but by the end of December 
we were less than £600 down on 2011. 
A very successful outcome during these 
diffi cult times. Along with keeping costs 
down we have had another successful 
year.
Although we had hoped to fi nish the car 
park by the end of 2012, as we all know, 
this was not possible due to a difference of 
opinion with  our contractor. Finally after 
much persuasion by us, sense prevailed 
and the job was completed to the original 
specifi cation. This also had the effect of 
infl ating our reserves, as we have paid for 
the car park in the 2013 accounts.
This brings to an end our original list of 
refurbishments. It has been a wonderful 
achievement for a small group to bring 
about, involving planning, fundraising 
and supervising each part of the works.

We look forward with confi dence that the 
hall has a very bright future and will be 
part of village life for many years.
The trustees have created a development 
fund reserve, with which, it is hoped that 
current and future trustees will be able to 
maintain the hall in its present or even 
better condition than it is now. We hope 
this reserve will help pay for new fi re exit 
doors within 2013 and further projects 
over the next few years, without doing 
major fund raising.
The primary purpose of this fund is to 
maintain the hall in a good working order. 
Our boilers are now nearly 10 years old 
and the fl oor in the main hall is starting to 
show signs of wear. Our chairs will also 
need replacing in the foreseeable future.
It is these and many unforeseen things, 
which our reserves will allow the trustees 
to maintain and help the hall to keep its 
reputation as a good venue to hire and 
allow the trustees to face the future with 
confi dence.

My thanks to you all.

Ross Bagni
Chair
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It’s been two years six months since I was licensed as Priest in Charge to the Benefi ce 
of Eaton Bray with Edlesborough and about a year later I became the Vicar.  I cannot 
believe that I’ve only been here for that short a period; it feels as if I’ve been here for 
ever but in the best possible way.
I have walked all the footpaths many times, been to 100’s of coffee mornings, offi ciated 
at innumerable weddings and funerals and met so many lovely people that I thank God 
for calling me to this place.
At St Mary’s, work with children and families is developing. TOTS on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays of the month and Messy Church on the 1st Sunday of the month at 3pm are 
both great fun and an opportunity to learn about Jesus in an informal way. The chairs 
in church can be moved to increase activity and play space and during July we’ve been 
able to enjoy the churchyard for treasure hunts, water play and charging around.
During August we are going to combine the two groups.  There will be no Messy 
Church on Sunday 4th August but on Tuesday 13th there will be a combined Messy 
and TOTS Trip to St Albans Abbey with a picnic in the Abbey grounds. On Tuesday 
27th August there will be Messy Church at St Mary’s from 2pm with games outside if 
the sun is shining and heaps of activities.  If you have not received a letter and would 
like to join in please email or contact me.
Seasonal Services in August and September include Lammastide on August 4th at 8am 
and 10am at St Mary’s and 9am at All Saints Dagnall.  Harvest Festival this year will 
be on September 22nd at 8am and 10am at St Mary’s and 6pm at All Saints Dagnall.  
The Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal this year is, A Sweeter Deal.  Funds 
raised will be supporting a project in Ethiopia.  Geji Tie, a beekeeper and farmer in 
Ethiopia, with support from Christian Aid partner, Action for Development, has set up 
a beekeeping cooperative.  Those involved have learnt how to get the most from their 
hives and using equipment provided by AFD, the cooperative is able to make more 
honey and sell it at a higher price at market.  The service at 10am will be very family 
friendly and we will also be welcoming Connie and Eadie Stanley into the family of 
the church by Baptism.
A Prayer for children - and adults too:
Thank you for the fl owers and buzzing bees. 
Thank you for pollen and fruit-bearing trees. 
Thank you for the people who work hard to 
grow, to harvest, to plant, to water and sow.  
Amen.

Vicar: Coralie McCluskey
The Vicarage, 11 High Street, Eaton Bray - Tel: 01525 220261

Honorary Assistant Priest: Revd John Heffer
Reader: Gordon Gray (220136)

Church Warden: Catherine Hayden (220527)
Parish Administrator: Elisabeth Ryder (07890 718117)

Web contact: eatonbraychurch@aol.com
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Meet Dennis, a medium-
sized crossbreed aged 
about 18 months - 2 years. 
He is a lively and loveable 
character and needs a home 

where he will get plenty of exercise and 
some training. He would respond well to 
agility training but this is not essential.
Dennis would not be suitable for a home 
with cats but would benefi t from the 
company of a calm female dog. He would 
need someone at home most of the time 
to start with but could gradually become 
accustomed to being left for reasonable 
periods. We can help with this. 
If you feel you could offer Dennis, or any 
of our other dogs, a loving and secure 
home please call in at the kennels any day 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Our staff will 
be happy to offer advice and information. 
Please note that we have restrictions on 
rehoming dogs to families with children 
under 7 years of age, so please ask for 
details.
Charity Dance Night, Friday 6th 
September at St. John’s Hall,  296 Sundon 

Park Road, Luton at 7.30 p.m. Favourite 
dance numbers from 60s through to 90s. 
Tickets £8 from Appledown.
Sponsored Walk, Sunday 8th September  
to be held at Dunstable Downs. Register 
between 10 a.m. and 12 noon. Please 
contact us for further details and a sponsor 
form. 
Evening Dog Walk, Thursday 12th 
September at Dunstable Downs. Enjoy 
a gentle guided walk that lasts roughly 
1-1½ hours. Starts 6 p.m. Please contact 
the kennels for details.
Saturday 14th September – Open Day 
& Fun Dog Show  at the kennels. Lots of 
classes and lots of stalls!  11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
(classes commence 12 noon. Enter on the 
day).

Appledown Rescue and
Rehoming Kennels

Harling Road, Eaton Bray,
Beds LU6 1QY.

Call  01525 220383 or e-mail  
appledown.kennels@btinternet.com  

(Reg Charity No. 1116848)

During this summer period we 
face a challenge having enough 
drivers to meet demand due to 

our drivers taking holidays.
If you have been thinking you would 
like to fi nd out more about becoming 
a volunteer driver for the scheme (all 
fuel expenses are re-funded to you) then 
please, now is the time to contact me and 
offer your services.
There are villagers out there who are not 
fortunate enough to have a car or be able 
to drive and they are badly in need of 
our service to take them to their medical 
appointments or even just to do their 

weekly shop or visit 
friends so they are not 
isolated in their own 
homes.
If you would like to 
join our team of drivers and feel that you 
too are providing an invaluable service to 
the local community, please get in touch 
with me, Kathy Bovington on 01442 
842796 or 0779 0537032.
If you are a villager in need of transport, 
please call Peter Williams on 01442 
842506

EDaN Community Transport
Caring in the Community
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Tel/ Fax 01525 854 272  Email: sales@unicornwindows.co.uk

“We were delighted with 
our windows and would 
like to thank you for a 
speedy and efficient job.”

Ms CL Milton Keynes
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Professional & Local

All work guaranteed - not happy, don’t pay
Powerful equipment means drier much 

quicker than other methods
100% Guaranteed no chemicals left in carpet 

when dry therefore will not easily resoil 
& perfectly safe for children & pets

Recommendations account for 90% of my work
Absolutely no hard sell

Telephone Colin for a Free Quote

DEEP-CLEAN
01525 851 811

www.deep-cleaners.co.uk
Email: colin@deep-cleaners.co.uk

EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY
11 Cow Lane Edlesborough

Enquiries - 01525 221630  Appointments - 01525 220333
www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk

Dr J R Bell, Dr Tisha Patel
Dr Stephanie Johnston, Dr Kirsten Riemer

We are a dispensing practice offering a full range of health services at the surgery

EDLESBOROUGH PHARMACY 01525 223181
Pharmacist – Mitul Patel

Friendly reliable professional service at the pharmacy
All doctors/dentists/veterinary and hospital prescriptions dispensed

Professional advice always available
Herbal/Homeopathic products available

In addition – Disability Aids, e.g. wheelchairs, walking frames
Incontinence Aids, Ostomy Products

Special Orders on Request
*NEW* We Dispense VET’s Prescriptions and we supply many Pet Products (Cats, dogs, horses) 

including Frontline, Advocate, Metacam, Feliway, Equest and more. Ask for details.
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30 Years Experience
Domestic & Commercial Security

Burglar Alarms
Redcare Monitored Systems

Intercoms
CCTV

Access Systems
Locks

Quality Installations – Competitive Prices
Insurance Approved       Free Surveys

       SECURITY
01525 378222

Email: sales@aaasecurity.co.uk
www.aaasecurity.co.uk

CERTIFICATE NO. NAC/G/2113

Bathroom Installations

Your friendly reliable Plumber & Bathroom Fitter

Showers, Taps, WC, Hot Water Cylinders, Radiators,
Gutters, Drains, leaks......all work undertaken

Call Mark on 01525 220994

 or Mobile 07842 653832

All Domestic Plumbing

For all your Bathroom requirements, from Design,
Installing, floor & wall tiling. A complete service 

All work fully insured and guaranteed.

Based in Eaton Bray, serving
Dunstable and all surrounding
villages 

Y
C

N
EI

CI
FFE YGRENE

CERTIFICATIONQualified

City
Guilds
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Dominic Woolcott
Painter & Decorator

For a professional job call:
01525 229682 or 07747 042879

■ Internal & External
■ Plastering & Coving
■ Insurance Work
■ 20 Years Experience
■ Competitive Rates
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P. DYER ELECTRICAL 
For all your Electrical & Testing & Inspection needs 

Re-wires Decorative Lighting

Testing & Inspection PAT Testing

Security Systems/Lighting Fuse Boards

LED & Low Energy Lighting Fault Finding/Repairs

Fully insured, Part P registered, all work guaranteed.  
Fast, friendly, reliable, local electrician.  For a free,   

no-obligation estimate, call Paul on
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p.j.brinklow
Electrical Contractor

Most types of electrical
work undertaken

Tel;       01525 220469
 Mob;    07860  781330

43, Pebblemoor,
Edlesborough

Electrician
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Barry Cato
Motor Repairs

Servicing, repairs and MOT’s arranged
Workshop at:

r/o Norfolk House Farm, Harling Road
Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Beds, LU6 1QY

Tel:  01525 221681 (workshop)
 07836 650015 (mobile)

Est. 1981

Patricia’s Cuisine
Catering For All Occasions

• Buffets, Dinners •
• Christenings, Weddings, Funerals •
• Promotions & Business Lunches •

For Enquiries & Menu

Meadside Farm, 104 High Street,
Eaton Bray, Bedfordshire, LU6 2DP
Telephone: 01525 222174

•

• Chris
• Prom

For

d idddd

••••••

For information or to enrol,
please contact Wendy

01442 823181
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Domestic & Commercial 
Cleaning Service

Fully Insured
Family Business

Free Quotes
References Available

Rental Cleans
Also Carpet Cleaning with the new 

Therma dry cleaning system -
Cleans, Disinfects, Deodorises and 

Protects in one application
Carpets dry 15 to 30 minutes

Tel: 01296 624837
Mob: 07909 934168 / 07796 406717

www.spotlessofaylesbury.co.uk

GYM &
TONIC

WANT TO GET FIT, HAVE A
HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE & IMPROVE 

THE WAY YOU LOOK & FEEL?
The following can be provided in our

Gym in Edlesborough or in your home
* A Health & Fitness Consultation *

* Personal Training * Massage *
Ruth Anderson Dip. PT & ST,  Member of: Inst of  Sports 

Therapists & Register of  Nutritional Therapists

Tel:01525 223074 Mob:07812 163979

David John Harris

(Established 1992)
All Fencing Work • All Gates • Paving • Patios 

Driveways • Shingle • Hedge Setting and Cutting 
Grass Cutting • Turfi ng Specialist • Exterior 

Painting Service • Sheds Small Building Work 
Trees & Shrubs Supplied

Tel/Fax: 01525 221745
Mobile: 07889 143713
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It has been another busy month for the 
Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Lions. Our 
fi sh and chip delivery scheme seems 
to become more popular every month. 
However, there does seem to have been 
a little confusion about how the scheme 
works.
In essence, we deliver fi sh and chips to 
elderly or housebound residents on the 
last Friday evening of every month. If 
you would like to take advantage of this 
scheme, you need to call me on 01525 229 
656 by no later than the last Wednesday of 
the month to ensure your order is placed 
in time.
Delivery is completely free – you just 
pay for the food you require. Depending 
how many deliveries we have on any 
given month, you can usually expect to 
receive delivery of your food between 6 – 
6.45pm. Most importantly you don’t pay 
ANYTHING until you take delivery of 
your food on the given night. 
We can of course supply you with a full 
menu so that you can see all of the food 
choices available to you.
We thoroughly enjoyed our third year 
at the village carnival – what glorious 
weather we were blessed with, especially 
compared to last year ! Our games seemed 

to keep you all entertained throughout the 
afternoon and as always, every penny 
we raised will be donated back into local 
causes and community projects.
Our next event is coming up on 4th August 
when we will be providing a traditional 
afternoon tea party for local senior citizens 
at Edlesborough Village Hall. We need 
everyone to book their tickets ahead of the 
day if they wish to attend as we need to 
ensure we have appropriate refreshments 
made for everyone. Tickets are available 
at just £5.00 per person and we are happy 
to offer you transport from your home to 
hall and back if required. To book your 
place, please call Rachel on 01525 229 
656.
To fi nd out more about the work we 
undertake the other projects we support, 
please contact me in the usual way, by 
calling 01525 229 656 or by emailing me 
at president@ebelions.org.uk. I sincerely 
look forward to hearing from you ....
Rachel

Ordinary people doing 
amazing things
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Well everyone, what a few weeks 
it has been for tennis! Our courts have 
been groaning under the combined weight 
of what seems like half of the four villages 
(is that two villages then?) pounding up 
and down the tram lines attempting to re-
create the spectacular events at SW19. The 
wonderful sunshine has helped too, as did 
our recent Play Tennis Day which in itself 
attracted over 20 new members, taking our 
little club into the ‘not so little’ category, 
now being home to over 160 members. 
There seem to be club or league matches 
every night at the courts, interspersed with 
coaching for the juniors and adults, with 
what daylight hours remain being used for 
general social play and practice. Clearly 
the ‘Wimbledon Factor’ always renews 
interest in the game, so it’s important 
that we work hard to maintain the current 
momentum. It is fantastic to see the courts 
being so well used and appreciated by so 
many people, it makes the work put into 
the club by the committee, and many 
dedicated others, seem worthwhile. Long 
live EBLTC and all who play in her!
Our Family Doubles Tournament, held on 
9th June, was also extremely successful, 
attracting 18 pairs of players. Family 
members teamed up together to take on 
other families on a round robin basis, 
although we did have to trust people as we 
hadn’t got DNA testing facilities available 
to us that afternoon. We received some 
good positive feedback at the end and a 
couple of approaches for memberships, 
so we will defi nitely be doing it again. 
The winners were John and Florrie 
McKinnon (Red), Thomas and Benjamin 
Noithip (Green), and Alison and Wendy 
Lowe (Yellow). Well done to you, and to 
everyone who took part. 
Now, unfortunately, some more serious 

news. Many of the committee have been 
involved with our club continuously for 
over 25 years, since its inception in 1987, 
and for these guys particularly, as well as 
all those who are dedicated to its well-
being and continued availability for all 
members, it has been particularly sad over 
the last couple of weeks to have witnessed 
the aftermath of three break-ins to our 
clubhouse. On each occasion, some of 
us have been called down there early in 
the morning to fi nd roof tiles removed, a 
hole in the roof and, inside, a gaping hole 
in the plaster ceiling where some person 
with more imbecility then intelligence, 
has lowered themselves in to see what 
they can fi nd and, of course, how much 
mess they can make in trying to fi nd it. 
Fortunately we don’t keep money in the 
clubhouse; we have no bar, no alcohol or 
cigarettes, only a jar or two of coffee, some 
charcoal for our BBQ, and some tubes of 
second hand tennis balls. Not exactly a 
haul worth risking a few weeks in a young 
offender’s institution, I’d have thought. 
Last time, they went off empty handed 
with the exception of a small trophy, 
which was later found ceremoniously 
dumped. What absurdity.
I say ‘young’ because, as often happens, 
people pull together in situations like this 
and ask questions, put out ‘feelers’, and 
with the help of Bedfordshire Police, a 
certain young individual, whom we’d 
love to name but can’t, will probably by 
now have had a visit from the uniformed 
branch, to be given some advice on 
how normal people behave, how not to 
throw his life prospects away so soon, 
and to decide the next steps. I guess the 
lesson we learn from this is the need to 
be constantly vigilant around our homes, 
possessions and organisations. We’d like 
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to ask for everyone’s help in this, let’s all 
keep an eye out for one another, whether 
it be our houses, cars or tennis clubs. If 
you see anything suspicious, question 
it, or report it. We should always keep 
ourselves away from potential threat, but 
vigilance costs nothing and can be the best 
deterrent. Burglars don’t like to be seen 
breaking the law, they might get caught. 
And there’s usually a prize waiting for 
them, involving a nice room for 23 hours 
a day.
Finally, a big thank you to those members 
who have given up their Sundays to repair 
the roof, cut down the shrubs and build a 
new fence at the back of the clubhouse. 
David Provan and John Jones in particular 

have been magnifi cent. Other deterrents 
are currently being considered for early 
installation.
Apologies for the more serious than usual 
tone of this article, but hopefully we can 
be back to normal in the Autumn. In the 
meantime, for any further information 
about the club, including when we get 
together for our social tennis sessions up 
at the School Lane courts, or our various 
activities, you can visit our website at 
www.ebltc.org.uk; Alternatively please 
call Chairman Stuart Adolph on 07773 
816320, Coach Sara Leavy on 07561 
571578, or if they’re all out and I’m not 
playing Andy Murray on Centre Court, 
then me, Andy Cross, on 07783 667338.

SUMMER TENNIS ‘CAMP’ 
EATON BRAY LAWN TENNIS CLUB

Do you have children aged between 5 and 15 years?
Are you looking for ways to entertain them during the long summer holidays?

Then enrol them onto one of EBLTC’s Summer Tennis Camps! Courses are run by 
Club Coach Sara Leavy – PTR Pro and LTA performance level 3 licensed coach 
with CRB and Emergency First Aid. All they’ll need is a drink and a snack – all 
equipment is supplied – and to wear sports clothing and suitable trainers.

SPACES STILL AVAILABLE WEEKS 2, 3 & 4
Session:   1) Reception to Year 4 at 9.00am – 11.00am  
                  2) Year 5 to Year 9 at 11.00am – 1.00pm
Venue:  Eaton Bray Tennis Club, School Lane, Eaton Bray LU6 2DT
Book now and guarantee your place

Please call Sara Leavy on 07561 571578 to book or for more information. Sara can 
also be contacted on ‘sara_leavy@hotmail.com’

Week 1 Mon 29th July Tues 30th July Weds 31st July Thurs 1st Aug Fri 2nd Aug
Week 2 Mon 5th Aug Tues 6th Aug Weds 7th Aug Thurs 8th Aug Fri 9th Aug
Week 3 Mon 12th Aug Tues 13th Aug Weds 14th Aug Thurs 15th Aug Fri 16th Aug
Week 4 Mon 19th Aug Tues 20th Aug Weds 21st Aug Thurs 22nd Aug Fri 23rd Aug

Costs: Member Non-Member
Week £34 £45
Day £8.50 £10
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Highlights from the Minutes of 
the Meeting on Monday 3rd June
Central Beds Council (Cbc)
• Gypsy & Traveller Local Plan: The 

plan and supporting documents are 
available on CBC website.  Comments 
can be submitted and instructions on 
how to give feedback are available on 
the website.

• Holidays during school term time: 
CBC wished to reiterate that parents do 
not have a legal right to take their children 
out of school to go on holiday.  Schools do 
have the discretion to authorise absence 
for a family holiday providing there are 
special circumstances and the request 
is made in advance by the parent with 
whom the child normally lives.  Visit 
CBC’s website for more information on 
the law and FAQs.

•  Spot it! Stop it! If you think it might be 
a scam – report it.  Residents who have 
received a call, ‘phishing’ email, letter 
or visit and think it might be a scam 
are being urged to report it to Trading 
Standards via Citizens Advice on 08454 
040506.  If you have recently fallen 
victim to a scam call Action Fraud on 
0300 123 2040.  Residents can sign up 
for Scam Alerts, please visit the CBC 
website and go onto the Scam Alert 
pages for more details.

•  Illegal Raves: Bedfordshire Police want 
residents to help them prevent illegal 
raves by calling the non-emergency 
number 101 or texting 07786 200011.  

Bedfordshire Police
There have been 7 reported crimes for May: 
1x violence against a person, 1x sexual 
offence, 1x domestic burglary, 1x vehicle 
crime, 1x theft, 2x criminal damage.  In 
addition there have been 18 reported 
incidents of anti-social behavior (ASB): 1x 

transport, 6x anti-social, 11x public safety/
welfare. It was noted that 4 out of the 6 
ASB’s during May are in relation to issues 
at the car park area in School Lane.  On 4 
different dates during May residents have 
reported a number of vehicles parked at the 
location playing loud music.  Offi cers have 
attended the area on each occasion but 
have found the car park empty.  The local 
policing team is paying close attention to 
this area during the summer months.
Parish Byelaws
The notice of the council’s intention to 
apply for confi rmation of the Byelaws was 
advertised in the local paper (Leighton 
Buzzard Observer) and has completed the 
one month’s notice of publication.  The 
signed/sealed copy of the Byelaws is now 
being forwarded to the Department for 
Communities and Local Government for 
fi nal consent.  
Speed Reduction Stickers – School 
Lane Residents
To create more awareness of the new 
20MPH limit in School Lane, the Parish 
Council is offering to School Lane residents 
the option of having a 20MPH sticker that 
can be adhered to their council bins.  If you 
(School Lane resident) would like one of 
these stickers, please contact the Clerk (by 
23 August 2013) stating your interest.
Litter Bin
The council have agreed to the removal of 
the old bin at the bus stop in Moor End and 
to a replacement bin.

Highlights from the Minutes of 
the Meeting on Monday 1st July

Central Beds Council (CBC)
• Illegal Raves: Bedfordshire Police 

wished to remind all residents to help 
them prevent illegal raves by calling the 
non-emergency number 101 or texting 
07786 200011.  
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• Moor End: Cllr. Mustoe has been 
speaking with CBC Highways 
regarding the poor state of this road and 
requesting the pot holes be repaired. 

Bedfordshire Police
There have been 4 recorded crimes for 
June: 3x violence against a person, 1x 
domestic burglary.  In addition there 
have been 14 reported incidents of anti-
social behavior (ASB): 1x transport, 4x 
anti-social, 9x public safety/welfare.  A 
domestic burglary occurred on Wednesday 
19 June during the afternoon.  Three 
offenders set off a house alarm at a property 
in Wallace Drive at approx. 2:40pm.  A 
witness heard the alarm and saw one male 
open a window to the location and enter 
the property, while two 
other males stayed with the 
vehicle.  The witness then 
shouted out and confronted 
the males and was slapped 
(causing no injury). All three 
offenders then made off in 
a black Mercedes AMG 
displaying stolen plate 
KM62 0PF. No items were 
stolen from the location.  
Enquiries are still ongoing; 
one arrest has been made 
but released with no further 
action.  The Police do now 
have a named offender who 
is currently wanted on the 
Police nation computer for 
this burglary.
Parish Byelaws
The two signed/sealed 
copies of the Byelaws are 
with the Department for 
Communities and Local 
Government for fi nal 
consent.  
Affordable Housing
Suggestions for land for 

development of affordable housing were 
put forward by the Grand Union Housing 
Group.  A copy of these proposals is 
shown (larger copy available on the Parish 
Council website).  The council would 
like to gauge residents opinions on these 
sites, however it is important to note that 
the Parish Council is not endorsing these 
locations they are just recommended sites 
put forwarded by Grand Union and no 
decision as yet has been made.  Please 
email/write to the Parish Clerk with your 
comments by end October 2013.
Public Footpath
CBC have received a complaint from the 
farmer of the fi eld at the end of Church 
Lane that residents are walking all around 
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his fi eld rather than only walking along the 
public footpath which goes through the 
kissing gate and left.  The Parish Council 
ask that residents be aware of this matter 
and take care when walking in this area.
Future Eaton Bray Parish Council 
Meeting Dates
Monday 2nd September 2013, 7:30pm at 
The Coffee Tavern (1st fl oor)
Monday 7th October 2013, 7:30pm at The 
Coffee Tavern (1st fl oor)
Parish Council Website: www.ebpc.co.uk

For full detailed copy of the minutes for 
Eaton Bray Parish Council please visit the 
Parish Council website. 
A hard copy of minutes can also be viewed 
on the Parish Council’s notice board at The 
Coffee Tavern.
Parish Clerk & RFO, Heidi Head
Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk - Telephone/Fax: 
01525 221464 - Website: www.ebpc.co.uk
Offi ce Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 
09:30-13:30hrs [messages can be left on 
answerphone]

Parish Council meeting – dates and 
venues
19th September 7.30pm at Northall 
Village Hall 
17th October 7.30pm at Edlesborough 
Memorial Hall
21st November 7.30pm at Edlesborough 
Memorial Hall
19th December 7.30pm at Edlesborough 
Memorial Hall 
Sports Clubs/Pavilion
A Public Meeting has been held regarding 
the future of the Pavilion and a Steering 
Group has been formed comprising 
parishioners and representatives of the 
Parish Council. A stall was held at the 
Carnival and a meeting of the Steering 
Group is being arranged to discuss the 
way forward. 
Allotments
Allotment tenants are reminded that 
if they are not actually working their 
allotments these must be kept strimmed 
and tidy to prevent a nuisance to 
neighbouring tenants and if the allotment 
is not being cultivated as per the rules and 
regulations of the tenancy agreement the 
Parish Council will take it back.   Several 
allotments currently require attention. If 
a tenant wishes to give up their allotment 

they must inform the Manager/Assistant 
Clerk, Penny Pataky in order that it may 
be made available for re-letting. 
Bus Shelter
Due to illness the repairs to the Bus 
Shelter in High Street, Edlesborough  are 
temporarily put on hold. 
The ‘Anne Thompson Cup of 
Excellence’ for 2013 was presented to 
Cub Scout, Matthew Thurgood 10 years 
of age, a very worthy recipient who is a 
wonderful example to other cub scouts of 
how to follow the Cub Scout Law “Cub 
Scouts always do their best, think of others 
before themselves and do a good turn 
every day”. Matthew has represented the 
pack at district events, has gained many 
Cub Scout badges and is particularly good 
at helping the younger cubs and a member 
of the pack who has special needs. 
Further details and a photograph are on 
page 46
Best Kept Village Competition
Judging has taken place and the results 
will be known in September.  The Parish 
Council were somewhat dismayed to fi nd 
that the Sign outside the Memorial Hall 
had been uplifted and ‘dumped’ at the 
top of the High Street, this has now been 
reinstated outside the Memorial Hall. 
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Edlesborough Memorial Hall 
New chairs have been installed in the 
Memorial Hall and the Parish Council are 
extremely grateful for donations towards 
the cost from The Burghope Charity Trust 
and Edlesborough W.I.
Speed Limit in Leighton Road, 
Edlesborough
The Council are in the process of 
endeavouring to get the speed limit 
reduced from 60mph on the stretch of road 
between the 40mph limit towards The 
Travellers Rest and down to the 30mph 
limit as you approach Edlesborough. 
Extension of Play Area on The Green
Council is obtaining quotations for the 
installation of the new play equipment 
kindly donated by Edlesborough School 
and the cost of surface covering. 

Thames Valley Police
The most recent report indicates that 
crime waves throughout the villages has 
dropped. 
The Parish Council minutes are available 
on the website once they have been signed 
at the following meeting. 
Lin Sargeant – Clerk to Edlesborough 
Parish Council  -  Tel. 01525 220859
e-mail: parish.council.clerk@
edlesborough.gov.uk
Penny Pataky – Manager/Assistant Clerk 
– contact number 01525 229358
e-mail: assistant.clerk@edlesborough.
gov.uk
Edlesborough Memorial Hall Booking 
Secretary: Penny Pataky: Tel:  01525 
229358. e-mail: assistant.clerk@
edlesborough.gov.uk
Website: www.edlesborough.gov.uk

Why not treat yourself to an afternoon out once a month to watch a fi lm and enjoy a 
cup of tea and a chat?
The Focus on Film Society will be starting their Ninth season on Monday 9th 
September. 
We meet in Eaton Bray Hall at 2.0pm on the second Monday of each month between 
September and the following May. Membership still only costs £32 payable in two 
instalments of £16 in September and January.
This season, members have chosen the following programme.
 Confessions of a Shopaholic Kes
 Life of Pi Les Miserables
 Salmon Fishing in the Yemen Firehouse Dog
 The Notebook Song for Marion
 Robin Hood, Prince of Thieves
New members are always welcome and can be assured of a warm welcome, if you 
think you might like to join us, you can come for a trial visit for £4 which will be 
deducted from your membership fee if you join us.
More information and a brochure can be obtained from Graham Chappell on 220883 
or visit our website at http://www.eatonbray.com/cinema/ or just come along to one 
of our fi lms.
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Northall and District Age Concern Wednesday Club has vacancies for new members at 
our friendly weekly luncheon club. Please phone 07854 230 243 on WEDNESDAYs 
or Anna on 221996 or Julie on 220153 at other times. 
The poem below was written by a very happy member.

If you’re sad and all alone,
The TV for company within your own home,
You can fi nd good company easy as can be,

By joining the Wednesday Club here with me.

Forget that cooking you must do for one,
There’s a change of menu each week, and then some.

Tea, coffee and biscuits too,
To enjoy with new friends, in fact, quite a few.

They pick you up by their very own bus,
Right from your doorstep without any fuss.

There are games you can play to further enjoy
And prizes to win to add to your joy.

So come and join the Wednesday Club.
It’s only at Northall right near to the Pub!

It starts at ten and goes on till three,
These are the hours most convenient for you and to me!

Poem by Norman Davies, 10.07.13, aged 88, Member of the Wednesday Club

Our " Lunch in the Garden " in June, 
was most successful and a cheque for 
£500 has been sent to  a local Christian 
Charity called " LAMP " that is helping 
local vulnerable people of 16 to 25 years 
of age.Many thanks to Jane and James 
McFarland for allowing us to use their 
lovely home and garden, to all the helpers 
and to everyone that came along and gave 
their support.
Cafe Worship will continue on the 2nd 
Sunday of each month at 10-30 am.
August 11th. Led by Rev. Jenny Spouge.
September 8th. Led by Mr. Robert Harris
October 13th. Led by Richard. Armiger.
Cafe Community will return on Saturday 
October 12th. from 11-00.am until 1-00. 

pm ,when we invite you to relax, chat with 
friends, enjoy a toasted sandwich or jacket 
potato or just pop in for a cup of fi ltered 
coffee or cup tea and  biscuits.
The Harvest Service will take place on 
Sunday September 22nd at 10-30 am and 
be led by our Minister Rev. Nigel Wright. 
This will be a Family Service when we 
invite you to join us, and if possible bring 
along any gifts for Harvest, especially 
tinned and dried food items that would 
be suitable for our local Food Bank. Once 
again the gentlemen at our Chapel have 
kindly agreed to cook our Harvest Lunch 
following coffee after the Service.Tickets 
for the Lunch will be available from 
Graham Carter on 01525 220742.
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Mark Janes Contracts
Felt Roofi ng - All Roofi ng Repairs 

and Property Maintenance
FREE ESTIMATES

t: 01442 877528
m: 07841 343470

e: mark.janes3@btinternet.com
Established 25 years

Approved Contractor
for Local Authorities

Keith Gradley
Electrical

& Plumbing
---------------------------------

Domestic, Commercial and 
Industrial wiring undertaken.

Plumbing work including:
Bathrooms supplied and fi tted.
FREE estimates and advice.

call
01525 222303

or
mobile

07976640869
Email:

k.gradley@btinternet.com
83 High Street

Eaton Bray
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Will KimberleyWill Kimberley
Garden ServicesGarden Services

01442 25578401442 255784
Phone for a free no obligation written estimate
wkgardenservices@btconnect.com

• High hedges a speciality
• Fences erected and repaired
• General garden tidy up’s
• In fact any job in the garden!

D NICHOLSON
PLUMBING REPAIRS

and INSTALLATIONS

MOBILE: 07976 975604
HOME: 01525 872335

City
Guilds
Qualified

NO JOB TOO SMALL

· Emergencies · Free Estimates
· No call out charges

Dave Nicholson

With you every step of the way...

“I have found them extraordinarily accommodating  
and prepared to go over and above the call of duty.   

Their service is outstanding and dealing with  
them has been nothing but a pleasure.” 

Laura Lusardi

New Edlesborough Offices  
Prominent Village Location

Thinking of Selling or Letting?

Specialists in the Sale and Rental  
of Village Homes

Accompanied Viewings – 7 Days a Week

Competitive Fees

Free No Obligation Valuation

Exceptional Service

Call Linda or Colin  
on 01525 222333 

R.J.O’CONNELL
BUILDING SERVICES

EXTENSIONS, PATIOS,
DRIVEWAYS, ROOF REPAIRS 

AND PROFESSIONAL 
DECORATING SERVICE
TEL: 01296 681323
MOB: 07855 236726
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email or fax your 
requirements for 
a quote or take 
advantage of our 
free home 
measuring service

cutting and edging 
service available

why not visit our showroom - you’ ll
be amazed at the choice

THE WORKTOP specialistTHE WORKTOP specialist

47 Edward Street, Dunstable, 
Bedfordshire LU6 1HE
Tel: 01582 668973     Fax: 01582 608227
Email: sales@dunstablelaminates.co.uk 
Web: www.dunstablelaminates.co.uk
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WESTROPE BROS.

LAWN MOWER SERVICES
ALL TYPES GARDEN MOWERS SERVICED

THE RYE, EATON BRAY

Tel: Eaton Bray 220587

Painting & Decorating Plastering
Wall & Floor Tiling Door Hanging
Bathroom & Kitchen Installations

20 years experienceAll work guaranteed and fully insuredCall Adrian :  01582 539179     Mobile :  07789730580

ARC Contract Services Ltd

Wallace Drive • Eaton Bray • Beds • LU6 2DF
(Next to Giblin Property)

TEL: 01525 229111
OPEN TUES TO SAT 11.00AM TILL LATE

&

AARON FENCING
ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 

& COMMERCIAL FENCING & 
DECKING WORK UNDERTAKEN

FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED

PERSONAL SERVICE AT 
COMPETITIVE PRICES

7 STATION ROAD,
DUNSTABLE, LU5 4HS

TEL: 01582 665779
MOBILE: 07798 927272
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Gas Boiler Servicing
Over 35 years experience

Have your boiler serviced by a Gas Safe
and CORGI registered engineer

Other services available:
Maintenance, repair and installation of all domestic gas 
appliances including L.P.G. Boiler installations, Landlord 

Safety Certifi cates and Power fl ushing.
Free Quotes, no call out fee, and free friendly advice on all of the above.

Edwards Gas & Heating Services
Eaton Bray

Tel 01525 220626
Email: stevethegas@orange.net
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DELL’S
WINDOWS

LTD
www.dellswindows.co.uk

UPVC Windows, Doors
and Conservatories
Tel: 01296 662700

Mobile: 07957 386239
Email: dellswindows@btinternet.com

Stuart Ball

Ceramic Wall & Floor
Tiling Specialist

Over 30 yrs Experience

City and Guilds
of London Institute

Tiles supplied or Labour Only

For a reliable service call
your Local Tiler

Eaton Bray 229381

01525 715208
www.jazzercise-uk.com

facebook.com/jazzercise.
dunstablelutoneatonbray

Thursday & Saturday 9.30am
Eaton Bray Village Hall
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Stephen D. 
Janes

(Established in 1982)

CARPENTRY, JOINERY
KITCHENS FITTED

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
TELEPHONE: 01525 220649

+
www.digitaltelly.net
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Choose Connells, Choose the Best!
| Residential Lettings
| Survey and Valuation services 
| In house Conveyancing
| Land and New Homes
|  Energy performance 
certificate arrangement 
Residential Sales

for your FREE market appraisal
Call Dunstable on 01582 661 265

*Terms and conditions apply. Offer valid at 
Dunstable branch only. Valid until 31/12/2013

£500 off our 
standard sales fee 

when you present 
this voucher*

DEATH
AND THE

MAIDEN
BY ARIEL DORFMAN

Leighton Buzzard Theatre, 26th - 28th Sept 2013
Box Office: 0300 300 8125

www.lbdg.org
OUR NEXT

PRODUCTIO
N... By kind permission of Samuel French Ltd, 

Front Row presents

Absurd Person 
Singular

      

Thursday – Saturday, 14 – 16 November 
2013, 8.00 pm

Licensed Bar from 7.00pm

Three Christmases, three kitchens, three 
couples.

Three disasters!
Box offi ce opens mid October.

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY!
DAGNALL VILLAGE HALL 

COMMITTEE
invite you to a 

MUSICAL
EVENING

in the 
VILLAGE HALL

at 7-30pm
FRIDAY OCTOBER 11th

featuring TONY STACE on YAMAHA
TICKETS £7-50

refreshments included
Available from Roy Castledine

16 Deans Meadow
01442 842048
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Neil Hodson Associates
BUILDING DESIGN

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING DESIGN, 
ADVISORY AND DRAWING SERVICES

From plans for domestic extensions 
to multi-storey offi ces, commercial 

buildings and factories.

Structural surveys, site surveying, 
advice on building defects and 

Feasibility Studies

Planning Applications and Building 
Regulation Consents obtained.

24 HIGH ST TRING
Tel 01442 890894 OR
Edlesborough 222462

General Building & Plumbing
(25 years experience)

• Extensions - Loft & Garage 
conversions, roofi ng etc.

• Kitchens & Bathrooms fi tted

• Installer of PVCu guttering, soffi ts 
& fascia boards

• Fencing   • Patios & Block Paving

Tel: 01525 221470
Mobile: 07941 563424

FREE ESTIMATES
• • • 

NO JOB TOO SMALL

N.D.S.

DIGITAL & ANALOGUE

TV & FM Radio Aerials
Satellite Installations

Extra TV & Satellite points

FREE ESTIMATES

 01525 852912
 07710 429678

Anne Johnson D.O.
Registered Osteopath

6 Moor End, Eaton Bray

01525 221958
07957 250682

Daytime and Evening
Appointments Available

®

Ex. BT. ENGINEER

Michael Hubbins

38 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Telephone Extn. Sockets
Domestic Electrical work

Phone: 01582 471648
Mob: 0771 8834851
34 Grove Road
Dunstable LU5 4BY
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Established over 10 Years

Duncan Tomblin
TREE SURGEON

Forestry Contractor • Tree Felling
Crown Reduction & Thinnings
Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting

Stump Grinding • Site Clearance
Private Agriculture Fencing Contractor

Chipper & Stump Grinding Hire
Digger Hire

FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE ESTIMATES

‘The Best Choice For Your Tree’

12 Greenways, Eaton Bray, Beds

TEL: (01525) 221946
MOBILE: (07802) 410728
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NORTHALL & DISTRICT
AGE CONCERN

A GREAT LOCAL CAUSE

Enjoy our

HARVEST FESTIVAL AUCTION
WITH PROFESSIONAL AUCTIONEER

AT

THE SWAN NORTHALL
FRIDAY 20th SEPTEMBER

ENTRANCE FREE

7.30pm SALVATION ARMY BAND

Followed at 8.00pm by THE HARVEST AUCTION

Come for Coffee 
 

For a warm welcome and a cheering cuppa 
 

 
10.00am – midday 

Next Coffee 
Morning 

 

 
3rd  

 

Future 
 

 
 

Sept 7th 

Oct 5th 

Nov 2nd 
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Music at St Mary’s
Saxes en Q
saxophone quartet

and featuring:
Soloist Min-Min Peaker

star of last year’s Poppy Prom

7.30pm, 17th August
St Mary’s, Eaton Bray

Tickets from 01525 222283
Adults £7.50; Accompanied children FREE. Bar

Tickets for this year’s Poppy Prom will be on sale
at this concert priced £12.50 and £10

Your 2013 invitation to join the churches of Eaton Bray, 
Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall in

Hymns of Praise 
on Edlesborough Green

Led by the Salvation Army Band and followed
by refreshments at Edlesborough Methodist Church

(Bring your garden chairs or picnic rugs.)

Sunday 8th Sept at 4pm
Sing joyfully to the Lord...
Sing to him a new song;

Play skilfully and shout for joy.
For the word of the Lord is right and true

He is faithful in all he does
(from Psalm 33)
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LUXURY 3 BED, 2 BATH APARTMENT APPROX 1 MILE 
FROM CENTRE OF PUERTO BANUS MARINA, SPAIN. 
45 MINS EASY DRIVING FROM MALAGA AIRPORT.  
ALL MOD CONS INCLUDING AIR-CON, SAT TV, FULLY 
EQUIPPED KITCHEN, SWIMMING POOLS, EXCELLENT 
CLUBHOUSE & TENNIS COURTS. 
MANY GOLF COURSES AND ALL WEATHER BOWLING 
GREENS NEARBY. CLIMATE IDEAL FOR HOLIDAYS 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. RATES £350 - £750.
CALL PETER OR CELIA ON 01525 220173 OR VISIT 
OUR WEBSITE AT  WWW.479LOSNARANJOS.CO.UK.

need a holiday?

Painting/Decorating  Curtain Rails
Kitchen Fitting  Tiling  Shelving/Flat Packs

YOU need LITTLE JOBS if

Shelves scare you, fl at pack frustrates you 
or mowing doesn’t move you,

you need someone to Do It for You

For your General
 Home Maintenance needs

Call Carl Bird on 01582 703039
or Mobile 07773 230055

Floor Laying  Gutter Cleaning  Fencing
Loft Boarding  Gardening etc.

Dog Walking and Pet
Si   ng Services

From £6.00
Call Trudy 07756930814
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G

 &
 J GroundworkG

 &
 J Groundwork

Fencing Panels • Blockpaving • PathsFencing Panels • Blockpaving • Paths
Shingle Drives • Slabs • PavingShingle Drives • Slabs • Paving

Steps • Gardenwalls • New Patios Steps • Gardenwalls • New Patios 
Relaying • Soak Aways • DrainageRelaying • Soak Aways • Drainage

Free estimates or advice • ReferencesFree estimates or advice • References
www.gandjgroundwork.co.ukwww.gandjgroundwork.co.uk

Ring GarryRing Garry
01582 47756801582 477568
07949 11801107949 118011Kennels & Kathotel 

Offering your pet a fully licensed Dog 
and Cat boarding service. 

Purpose built Dog kennels 

Individual Cat chalets with outdoor 
exercise runs 

All in pleasant country surroundings 

 

ILLUSTRIA 
Springfield oad 

Wellhead 
NR Dunstable Beds 

LU6 2JT 
 

Proprietors 
MMick, Denise  and Michele  Garrod  

JMC
PEST CONTROL

Very competitive rates. Fast effi cient service.
Wasps Ants Fleas Cockroaches Flies Rats Mice

Professional, discreet service.
Contracts welcome

 Tel/fax: 01582 - 471766
 Mobile:  07973 - 407027

jmcspringbank@aol.com
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Virtual administrative 
support to businesses & 

private individuals
Website hosting

Domain registration
Desktop publishing

01525 229695
Email:

enquiries@morenassociates.co.uk

www.morenassociates.co.uk

ROEBUCK GARAGE
HIGH STREET
EATON BRAY

220385

MOT
TEST CENTRE

McTimoney
CHIROPRACTIC

Margie Craib  BSc BHSI DC AMC MMCA
Human and Animal Treatments

Ashridge Farm, Ringshall, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1ND
Telephone: (01442) 842729

General Chiropractic Council Registration No. 293

J.G.S. Metalwork & Son
Specialists in Gates
& Gate Automation

Access Control • Security Grilles • Railings
Balconies • Weathervanes

www.jgsmetalwork.co.uk
Call in to discuss your ideas

High Street, Edlesborough LU6 2HS
Tel: 01525 220360 Fax: 01525 222786

GRASS ROOTS 
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Eaton Bray and Edlesborough Cub Scout, Matthew Thurgood, was presented with the Anne 
Thompson Cup for Excellence this month in recognition of the excellent example he provides others 

by putting his Cub Scout promise 
into practice. 
Matthew, aged 10, was nominated 
by Akela Liz Coates and other 
Scout and Cub leaders, who all 
felt Matthew deserved the award 
for helping others and doing good 
deeds every day. He also supports 
other Cubs in his Pack with all 
their activitites. 
The engraved cup was kindly 
presented by Lin Sargeant and 
Marilyn Prys-Jones and proud 
Matthew gets to keep it for a year.

See also article on page 76

Left: Nail biting wait before the long race

Bottom left: Long distance race in full fl ow

Bottom right: Mrs Kent demonstrating some 
Karate moves
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The committee of EB Lions
request the pleasure of your company
at The EB Lions Big Ball
Saturday, 26th October, 2013
Pendley Manor
7.30pm till 1pm
for the benefi t of the
EB astro project

Formal attire

£55 pp
Tickets: 01525 221458
helenpotton@gmail.com

The Lions of Eaton Bray & Edlesborough are hosting an  

Afternoon Tea Party 
for local senior citizens on Sunday 4th August in  

Edlesborough Memorial Hall 
      2pm – 4pm 

    
    Tickets must be purchased in advance  

      and are just £5.00 per person. Transport       
     can be provided upon request 

    
    Reserve your space now by calling Rachel 

          on 01525 229 656 
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S M Reilly & SonS M Reilly & Son Ltd Ltd
General Builders & General Builders & 

ContractorsContractors
Turning Your House intoTurning Your House into

a Home Since 1987a Home Since 1987

All aspects of the building
trade undertaken

*Extensions*Hard Landscaping*
*Windows, Doors & Conservatories*
*Fitting of Aluminium Bi-fold Doors*

*Kitchen & Bathrooms*Drives*
*Loft Conversions*

01525 221740
07970 637511

ALAN BOULT
(Light Haulage)
   TRANSPORT  COLLECTION

DELIVERY SERVICE 
SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS

REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

Tel: 01296 427182
Mobile: 07770 237745

Email: boult586@btinternet.com

·  Chartered Physiotherapists

·  Chiropody & Podiatry

·  Massage

·  Acupuncture

·  Pilates

·  Pregnancy care

26 Lake Street, Leighton Buzzard
Bedfordshire LU7 1RX
www.stjudesclinic.com

enquiries@stjudesclinic.com

J. Hughes & Son
Groundworks and Civil Engineering

Foundations • Excavations • Driveways
Drainage • Kerbwork • Roads • Car Parks

Block paving • Tarmacadam
Local Authority approved • 30 years 

experience • All work guaranteed
Mobile: 07843 307428
Offi ce:  01582 477761
Email:  jhughes45@talktalk.net
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  Free No Obligation Measuring And Quotations 
  All Blinds Made To Measure 
 Choose In The Comfort Of Your Own Home Or Workplace 

  Family Run Business
  Large Range Of Quality, Affordable Fabrics And Colours To Choose From 

AA dd QQ tMMMM i ttMMMMMMM iiiiiiiii AAA dd QQ tt

Call: 01525 220477 or 01582 699565

www.vansarblinds.co.uk

 E: sales@vansarblinds.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL  
EXPERTS

OVER  

25  
YEARS

Make your house a home with blinds and awnings from 

DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL, CLEAN AND RELIABLE SERVICE,
 FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY ADVICE

* Plastering & Coving
* Floor Screeding

* Pebbledashing & Rendering
* Dry Lining

* Cornices & Mouldings
* Insurance Work Undertaken

CALL NICK CONWAY ON

Mobile: 07751 830716
Tel: 01296 688981

6 Cotes Way, Wing, LU7 ORB

Absolutely Plastered
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Celebrating yet another
amazing year of

WORLDS BIGGEST
COFFEE MORNING

Come and join us on Friday 27th September
from 9.30 a.m. until 12.00 noon
In St Mary‛s Church, Eaton Bray

This is one of the most successful coffee mornings in 
Bedfordshire, so please help us to make 2013 another 

record breaker!

Cakes, Bring and Buy, Book stall, Cards, etc. etc.
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D & E HINES
High-Class Butchers

Quality Beef, Pork & Lamb
Grade A Poultry

BBQ & Sausage Speciality
Renowned for ‘Bunkers Sausages’

Telephone: 01525 220413
98 High Street, Eaton Bray

IRON OUTIRON OUT
Complete Laundry ServiceComplete Laundry Service

Shirt ServiceShirt Service
Duvet CleaningDuvet Cleaning

IroningIroning
Free collection & delivery from Free collection & delivery from 

home or offi cehome or offi ce
01582 667332 / 07885 32004201582 667332 / 07885 320042

Email: ironout@aol.comEmail: ironout@aol.com

GUTTER BRUSH 

STOCKISTS FOR 

0800 298 5883 
www.greatoutdoorsandin.co.uk 

- All aspects of Pressure Washing - 
Roof Cleaning / Coating specialists 

 

- Safe cleaning system using rope access  
- Roofs cleaned using ‘controlled’ pressure washing 
- ‘Cleaning’ water recycled 

For before and after photos please visit: 
http://www.facebook.com/greatoutdoorsandin 



52

Dagnall School 
A Buckinghamshire co-educational school 

For 4-7 year olds 

 
Parental quote from Ofsted March 2011 – We are delighted with the Headteacher, 
governing body and staff, they really care about our children.  The school is the heart 

of our community. 
Ofsted March 2011 
This is a good school.  It has several outstanding features, particularly the pastoral 
care, guidance and support it offers its pupils and the excellent links it has with the 
community. 
Pupils are confident, very happy at school and curious to learn. 
Consistently good teaching and a well planned curriculum, enriched with a wide range 
of extra-  is 
impeccable.  
  
Dagnall School offers 

small classes 
a broad and interesting curriculum 
a wide range of extra curricular opportunities  
excellent care and support 
a school that has excellent community links  

  
Does this sound like the kind of school you would like your child to attend?  Then 

come and visit us and meet our lovely children and dedicated staff.                    
       

        Website:  www.dagnall.bucks.sch.uk    E-mail:    office@dagnall.bucks.sch.uk      Tel & Fax: 01442 842473   
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Fairway TravelFairway Travel
Taxi & Airport ServicesTaxi & Airport Services

Peter J Dixon
Chauffeur Service

7 days a week
Call for free quotation
Mobile: 07951 831905
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Barb Carpets Ltd
Flooring at its very best

----ESTABLISHED 1976----

Domestic & commercial
Samples to Home or Site

Carpets - Vinyls - Floor levelling
Karndean tiles - Carpet tiles

Guild of Master Craftsmen
A fl ooring company built 
on reputation over 30yrs

Call: Dave on 07850 601007
Chris on 07702 601007

Offi ce on 01582 601007
Or fi nd us @

www.barb-carpets.co.uk

Full Body Oil Massage  
Head & Shoulders 
Foot Massage  
Body Scrub 
Manicure & Pedicure 
Facial 

Thai Traditional Massage 
For Ladies 

by Em Challis, Certified Masseuse of the Famous Wat Po Traditional 
Medical School of Bangkok 

64a Wallace Drive,  
Eaton Bray,  
Nr Dunstable, LU6 2DF 
 
Tel: 01525 223102 
Mobile: 0796 909 5870 

Local Hypnotherapist
& Psychotherapist

Why not try hypnotherapy for help with:
• Anxiety & Panic Attacks
• Depression
• Phobias & Fears
• Exam, Test & Performance Nerves
• Insomnia
• Stress
• Confidence & Self-esteem
• IBS
• Relaxation
• Smoking Cessation
• Weight Management
• Addictions 
• Many other areas !

Please call Deborah Pearce 
for advice or to make an appointment. 

Tel: 01525 220480
 www.debbiepearce.co.uk

GQHP General Hypnotherapy Register, Reg 4025
AdvDipH (Advanced Diploma Hypnotherapy).
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Eaton Bray Village Hall 
Superb venue for weddings 
Fantastic place for parties and  

                dances 
A must for children’s parties, can fit  

               the bouncy castle inside if weather 
               dictates!!! 

Keep fit groups 
Ideal for Club meetings or functions 

Equipped to support theatrical productions and film shows 
Large car park  
Large Kitchen with a six ring cooker, large 
refrigerator, hot trolley, crockery etc. 
3 separate areas to hire to meet your 
needs and budget 
For more information and brochure 
please  ring Norman on 07975 797202 

The
Pilates

Workshop
.co.uk

Bellows Mill, Eaton BrayON YOUR 
DOORSTEP...

The
Therapy

Hub
.co.uk

Sports Massage 
 

Physiotherapy & Acupuncture
Visit: TheTherapyHub.co.uk
or call: 07540 568 858

20 Pilates matwork classes a week

Pilates machines & private sessions

Body Control Pilates®  

Visit: ThePilatesWorkshop.co.uk 
or call: 07989 589 502
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All brands of DOG FOOD
including raw foods

Pop in and order your 
favourite brand we will 
deliver it to your door

FREE local delivery
(come in and see if we cover your area)

Complete Canine is Your Local Supplier for 
Dog Food and everything else you could 

ever need for your dog

FREE EXPERT ADVICE
FRIENDLY SERVICE 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOPS

Call Clare
also online:www.completecanine.co.uk

01525 221953 or 07854 102669

Complete Canine and Lawes Pawes are just down the hill from Edlesborough Church at 
Sparrow Hall Farm, Edlesborough.      Open Mon/Wed/Fri/Sat 9:30am - 2:30pm

Easy Parking and your special friend is welcome too!

Vicky Lawes MGoDT

canine behaviour practitioner and trainer

07765 287176     vicky@lawespaws.co.uk

so you want me to 

come back on our 

walks....that explains 

all the shouting!!!

For non-recall and 

other unwanted 

behaviours, we talk 

dog!

Selling & letting 
in your area 
since 1986...
01525 377733
01525 371997
w w w . m a n d m p r o p e r t i e s . c o . u k

Let your local RHS qualifi ed 
gardener make your garden 

beau  ful, from simple 
garden maintenance to total 

redesign of your garden.

Please call Barry on
01525-222451 or 

07541196384
to pop round for a free chat.

The 
Gentleman 
Gardener
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Within this issue of Focus 
you will fi nd a Salvation 
Army Big Collection 
envelope.  Last year you 
very kindly raised nearly 
£400 for us for which we were very 
grateful.  Across the UK in August and 
September the Salvation Army will be 
trying to raise money to enable them to 
support people in need.  In 2011 £235 
million was spent in the UK supporting 
people.  This includes services such as:
• Working with the authorities to 

safeguard people who have been 
traffi cked and get them to safe houses 
or return them to a safe environment

• Supporting members of the British 
Armed Forces and their families

• Providing support to the emergency 
services in dealing with major fi res, 
explosions, accidents etc

• Providing hostels and refuges for those 
in need

• Providing meals, food and clothing for 
the homeless

• Support for people in the community 
with day centres, lunch clubs and care 
for the elderly and disadvantaged

These are just a few of the 
services we provide all 
over the UK – our motto is 
with heart to God and hand 
to man.  If you would like 

to make a donation these are the drop off 
points in your village:
Eaton Bray – The Nisa Local store
Edlesborough – the Post Offi ce/shop
Dagnall – drop your envelopes into 6 
Dunstable Road, opposite the Village Hall
Northall – I will be in The Swan between 
6.30 pm and 8.00 pm on Wednesday 7th 
August and Tuesday 13th August.  Come 
and say hello and I will be pleased to take 
any envelope donations in person!
I am very grateful to these businesses 
and individuals for agreeing to help us 
with this appeal.  I will be collecting in 
the boxes and envelopes on Saturday 17th 
August.  Thank you for your support.  If 
you would like further information then 
please do contact me:  
E: jenny.dibsdall@salvationarmy.org.uk 
or M: 07717 813682.

Captain Jenny Dibsdall 
The Salvation Army/Eaton Bray

Following the very generous donations 
of no longer needed items last time we 
requested goods to put on ebay, i.e. 
furniture, toys, household/garden  items  – 
in fact most things of saleable condition 
- we would like to do a repeat run of this 
particular form of fund-raising.  We will 
come to photograph the item, put on ebay 
and the seller will collect from you.  If 
preferred, we will attend at the time of 
collection.
We would like with the funds raised to try 
to offset the printing costs of a pictorial 
journal, covering a hundred years of many 

aspects of change in the three EDaN 
villages.  We have accumulated a great 
many pictures from various sources and 
are sure the book will be of great interest 
to all ages in our community.
Have you any contributions in the way of 
old local photographs with newsworthy 
stories that you would like us to include 
on behalf of your family?
For either of the above, please contact 
Patricia Harrison – 01525 220248, or 
Christine Yates – 01525 220739 or email 
chris@brooklyns.org.uk  
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For many people, the opportunity for 
a friendly word with the local postman 
is a cheery start to the day. Some older 
village residents were kind enough to 
extend this chat further, and pass on some 
recollections of days gone by to give 
another fl avour of village life.
“Before he abdicated in 1936, King 
Edward VIII was known to hunt in the 
area, and was seen hunting on at least one 
occasion on The Meads.”
“30-odd people, some from Slapton and 
surrounding villages rode bikes to and 
from the nurseries. There used to be a gate 
that came out in School Lane. A hooter 
used to go off at 12 o’clock, 1 o’clock, 
and 5 o’clock; at these times, it was like a 
sea of bikes and people. The nursery trade 
practically kept Stanbridgeford station 
open.”
“Fred Dickens, the village constable, 
apprehended one particular wrong-doer, 
then stopped George Cook the farmer on 
his tractor to get him to put this person 
on his trailer. George transported him to 
the police house, from where they rang 
Linslade station to come and take him in.”
“Jacko (Jack Cook) the roadman used to 
take his cart around the village and empty 
the drains with something like a big ladle 
with a long handle - they were never 
blocked. Jack only did the village and, by 
the time he got all the way round to do all 
the drains, it would have taken a fortnight, 
and then he would start again.”
“A man with a horse and cart always 
stopped at the Chequers for a drink. While 
he was in the pub, some 15/16-year-old 
lads would unhitch the horse and put that 
on one side of the fence, the cart on the 
other side, then hitch them back up. They 
would then hide and wait for the man to 

come out after a few drinks and try to 
drive off.”
“Before the war, they were putting a 
water pipe line in Edlesborough High St. 
and one of the Irish workers was shouting 
about sorting out the village policeman. 
The policeman got wind of this, so came 
along and hit him with his truncheon, 
then left him there. When he was biking 
past the next morning, he said ‘you’re not 
quite so bright this morning!’”
“Sid Hazard wore half-leg trousers on 
braces and lived in cottages by the Baptist 
Chapel in Edlesborough. He used to go 
round with a tray round his neck selling 
bloaters, calling out ‘Bloaters, lovely 
Bloaters’.”
“One chap was always known for having a 
clay pipe in his mouth and working on his 
allotment at Bower Lane. He was courting 
a lady who lived down Summerleys, and 
they were both in their 80s. She moved to 
Dunstable, so he used to travel by bus to 
see her. The return fare used to be 9d, then 
they put it up to 10d return. He wouldn’t 
pay that and said ‘I’m not paying 10d 
return, I only pay 6d each way’.”
“Playing cricket in Slapton, they used to 
have to clear cows out of the meadow, and 
cut out a pitch to play. If anyone took a 
big swing, they would run like mad to get 
the ball and then stand pondering. Some 
would throw it straight back mixed with 
cow dung.”
“Italian prisoners of war used to clear the 
brooks. They also made baskets from the 
willow bushes to sell.”
“Just before the wash brook on the road 
towards Totternhoe, there used to be hen 
houses owned by Mark Bates. During the 
war, land girls were employed there. One 
villager is known to have met her husband 
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through that connection.”
“Italian prisoners of war used to clear the 
brooks. They also made baskets from the 
willow bushes to sell.”
“Mr Grant of Slicketts Lane had a gas-
run car. It had an infl atable mattress-like 
tent at the back, the only one known in the 
village.”
“Mrs Tearle lived down Summerleys and 
used to cook faggots in her parlour to sell 
them for ½ d. Her son Aubrey used to be 
the cricket umpire.”
“Tommy Proctor smoked a clay pipe and 
used to keep hay in his shoes to keep his 
feet warm.”
“Kate George had a shop called Herbal & 
Sweets at the end of Booth Place, on the 
left hand side as you go up. You could buy
Brimstone for 1d to make your Brimstone 
and Treacle for upset stomachs.”
“Soft drinks, cigarettes and newspapers 
were sold at the Coffee Tavern – the 

“green ‘un” sports newspaper used to be 
available each Saturday night.”
“There used to be three milkmen in the 
village, Gurneys of High St, Scott of Park 
Lane, and Holmes of Green Lane.”
“During the war, school was half days 
because the evacuees used to do either 
mornings or afternoons and the village 
children alternated with them.”
“Soldiers were billeted to where Knights 
Close is now. Search lights were stationed 
along The Baulk.”
“Once a year, there was a fair in Knights 
Close meadow. The circus used to come 
to the fi eld at the bottom of Church Lane.”
“There was a large shed at The Chequers 
pub where they used to keep the bus, 
the last bus returning there at night, 
and leaving from there fi rst thing in the 
morning. It is recalled that Harry Holman
may have been a driver, and Fred Holland 
a conductor.”

When we last met we listened to a really 
interesting report from our representative 
at the recent A.G.M. of National W.I., 
held in Cardiff. It had obviously been a 
very impressive occasion, especially to 
hear "Jerusalem" sung by such a large 
number of ladies. This is always a moving 
experience for those attending.
Our speaker was Malcolm Singer, 
a baritone concert singer. (What an 
appropriate surname!). He has lived in 
Luton since 1943, when he was three 
years old. His interest in music began 
at eight years of age when he joined 
a church choir. A few years later he 
became a member of a group which 
performed plays and music. Singing 
lessons followed, and he even went to the 
Austrian Tyrol for a two weeks' course in 
yodelling. After this, Malcolm became a 
full-time student at the Royal Academy of 

Music, and twice a week he studied opera. 
He has sung in a few operas, worked with 
a touring company and sung in concerts, 
some of which have been broadcast. He 
is, however, known mainly as a concert 
singer.
Malcolm amused us by recounting some 
of the 'disasters' which have occurred 
during his singing career. This has 
involved performers not turning up, a long 
power cut during a vital rehearsal and an 
unexpected telephone call, asking him to 
appear on stage in a couple of hours, when 
miles from the venue. Also, mishaps can 
occur during the performance, when those 
on stage have to 'carry on regardless'.
It is obvious how much Malcolm loves his 
work. He described it as singing lovely 
music in beautiful buildings. What a 
fantastic life he has.
Val Harris
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After a slow start to the summer a 
gorgeous, cloudless sky brought record 
numbers to the St. Mary’s Village Carnival. 
The theme of the Carnival was Science 
Fiction and fl oats and village houses were 
decorated with Doctor Who, Star Trek, 
Star Wars, Toy Story and a whole range 
of robots and monsters; some not in fancy 
dress! Winners of procession fl oats in 
different categories were Edlesborough 
School, Totternhoe School and 1st Eaton 
Bray and Edlesborough Scouts – Aliens 
in Underpants and Dr Who proved to be 
popular themes. Winners of best dressed 
houses were 130 High Street, Eaton 
Bray, and 23 The Green, Edlesborough. 
Eaton Bray, in particular, was ablaze 
with colour – most houses had put up the 
bunting for which many thanks. Winner 
of the weekend for two in Rome went 
to Mrs Smith from Northall – yes, those 
generous people from Northall who have 
been bereft of prizes for a few years, were 
at last rewarded with a number of prizes 
including the big one! (Thank you for 
your kind welcome and generosity once 
again.)
Starting at 6.30am on Saturday morning 
a small army of unseen volunteers begin 
to descend on Edlesborough Green to 
transform the quiet playing fi eld into 
one of the biggest independent village 
Carnivals in the country. By midday, 
tents and marquees had been raised, stalls 
were in place, breakfasts had been served 
and people gathered for the arrival of the 
Carnival procession. At the end of the day 
many of the same volunteers packed the 
equipment back onto lorries and vans, 
litter was removed and the Green returned 
to its original state.
The Carnival procession was led by 
“Revelation” and “Shooting Stars” 

majorette troupes, to a stunning soundtrack 
of well-known science fi ction themes and 
surrounded by local scouts collecting 
buckets of coins from onlookers and 
by many others who followed on foot 
dressed as characters from science fi ction 
classics; the presence of Darth Veda and 
an accompanying Storm Trooper received 
particular cheers.
The crowds began to gather just after 
midday, well before the Carnival 
procession arrived, to get an early look 
at over 120 stalls present this year and a 
selection of fairground rides that grows 
year on year. The “Meteor” or rotating 
“Wall of Death” became a particular 
landmark throughout the day as it rose 
and fell with the accompanying screams 
of joy riders. The Carnival atmosphere 
promotes a great family day out and arena 
entertainment with shows from Magic 
Dave, the award winning children’s 
entertainer, and Voodoo “extreme” 
Unicycles thrilled the crowds. The 
presence throughout the afternoon of the 
locally well-known community police 
offi cers each year adds to the secure 
family atmosphere at the Carnival and in 
2013, of course, Doctor Who was on hand 
to offer them a police box should there 
have been any problems with contacting 
headquarters!
Those thousands of people who attended 
the Carnival will have seen what appeared 
to be a well-oiled machine running very 
smoothly; this year’s organisation was 
perhaps better than ever despite the major 
change to the site layout. This doesn’t 
happen by chance but through the skills 
of a wonderful Carnival Committee who 
work incredibly hard to ensure everyone 
has a wonderful day out. I want to thank 
them all, plus all the St Mary’s stall holders, 
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the helpers on logistics, road closures, 
procession marshalling, car parkers etc. 
We are always looking for people who 
can bring new ideas to the Committee so 
if you feel you have something to offer 
to a strong team then please get in touch 
with Gordon Gray on 220136. Our thanks 
also to all those local businesses who 
support Carnival so generously. Please 
support them with equal generosity. And 
if you would like to use Carnival to help 
promote your business then, again, get in 
touch with Gordon.
This year’s Carnival is expected to have 
raised ~£13,000 bringing the total for 
St. Mary’s Village Carnival over the 
past 20years to more than £200,000; 
all donated to local good causes. The 
three primary charities for 2013 are; The 
Pepper Foundation, Farm Crisis Network 
and St. Mary’s fabric fund but a quarter 
of the money raised by the Carnival 
Committee will be distributed among 
local organisations and good. If you are 
part of a local charitable organisation or 
good cause that might be eligible for a 
donation please visit the Carnival website 
at www.stmarysvillageCarnival.com/
contact.
Carnival 2014 will, as usual, be on the 

fi rst Saturday in July, that’s Saturday 5th 
July 2014 . The  theme will be “Music” - 
See you at the Carnival!

Sun. 4th Aug. 9.00 am Eucharist   
 10.30 am Morning Service
 6.00 pm Evening Service with Holy Communion
Sun. 11th Aug. 10.30 am Morning Service
 6.00 pm Eucharist
Sun.  18th Aug. 10.30 am Family Communion   
 6.00 pm Evening Service
Sun. 25th Aug. 10.30 am Family Service                
                6.00 pm Eucharist
Sunday School meets each Sunday at 10.30 am except when there is a Family Service.
For services in September please see the notice board by the Church door.

The Salvation Army,
Booth Place - Weekly Activities
Sunday
Footprints (Sunday School) 9.45-10.45am
Morning Worship 11.00am
Songs of Praise 4.00pm
3rd Sunday of the month May to December
Tuesday
Coffee Morning
(alternate weeks) 10.00-11.30am

Music practices (all welcome) 7.30-9.00pm
Wednesday
Home League 
(Ladies Mtg but all welcome)  2.30-3.30pm

Champions Challenge Club (term time)
(Ages 5-10 years) 5.45-6.45pm

Thursday
Parent and Toddler Group
(Term time) 9.30-11.30am

Haberdashers’ night
2nd Thursday of month 7.45 pm

Ladies Fellowship 
(Last week of month) 7.45pm

For further details please contact Captain 
Jenny Dibsdall T:01525 221156/07717 813682
E: jenny.dibsdall@salvationarmy.org.uk
W: www.salvationarmy.org.uk/eatonbray
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Over 60’s
The Over Sixties enjoyed a lovely day at 
Wrest Park. Those who were able to walk 
had a guided tour round the grounds for 
over an hour and a half. The less able 
bodied were driven round in a buggy with 
the driver acting as guide.
Our August meeting is at the village hall 
with tea and a speaker from the Ark Wild 
Life centre 
 In September we visit Kensworth for a 
fi sh and chip lunch. Some members will 
have lunch at the Red Lion instead, as 
Kensworth had a number limit.
In October we have our Sausage and Mash 
lunch with a visit from The Entertainers.
Community Choir
RED FACES AT COMMUNITY CHOIR
Stuart Harding, our conductor, musical 
director and entertainer-in-chief is 
constantly striving to help us improve. 
As well as correct buttock tension etc., 
he coaches us in all aspects of singing 
including, amongst other things, the 
importance of correct breathing.
At one of our Monday evening practices 
recently he was going on about fi lling our 
lungs with plenty of air so that we could 
sing from our diaphragms. He made us all 
breath in deeply and hold it. He then said, 
" I am not going to start until I see all your 
faces turn red". This struck us as amusing 
and the consequent outburst of laughter 
defeated that whole object of the exercise.
The results of all of our efforts can be 
heard at our major Autumn Concert which 
will be at Eaton Bray Village Hall on 
October 26th. We will be featuring some 
new songs at present being practised with 
appearances by guest artists etc.. 
Tickets will be £8 each to include a glass 
of wine or soft drink at half time and 
can be booked by contacting any Choir 

member or Val Lumley on 01442 842214 
or Geoff Ward on 01442 843515.
Finally - we occasionally need the help of 
a pianist when our regular accompanist is 
unavailable for Monday evening practice 
sessions. If you would like to be involved 
with your Community Choir on this very 
occasional basis and are able to help with 
this, please contact Val Lumley on above 
number. We look forward to meeting you.
Dagnall School 
Friday July 5th was Sports day at Dagnall 
School.

The Red Lion, Dagnall
Now that the summer is fi nally here 
- come and sit in the pub garden and 
enjoy the views of Whipsnade zoo and 
Dunstable gliders whilst having a cooling 
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beer or glass of Pimms!   We have recently 
added some swing seats to the garden area 
as well as new tables and chairs.  During 
the month of August we will be having 
barbeques every Sunday from 12 noon 
until 4pm with steaks, lamb, burgers and 
sausages with side salads and bread.  
Our next food themed evening will be 

in September with details advertised 
around the pub or on our website www.
redliondagnall.co.uk. and we have a 
facebook group which you can join with 
regular updates.  We are also open for 
food on Thursday and Friday lunchtimes 
12 - 2.30 and Saturday and Sunday until 
4pm.

2012 was the centenary of the birth of 
Elizabeth Taylor, an author, who for 
most of her married life, lived in Penn, 
Buckinghamshire. As she had received a 
lot of press and radio coverage and was 
unfamiliar to most of us, a group member 
suggested that we should read Mrs Palfrey 
at the Claremont. It was written in 1971 
and is set in West London in the 1960's. It 
describes very accurately a world already 
fast disappearing; one of faded gentility, 
struggling to keep up appearances.
The book begins with Mrs Palfrey 
arriving by taxi to live at the Claremont 
Hotel. A rather shabby, once rather grand 
establishment in South Kensington. Newly 
widowed and with a daughter living far 
away in Scotland, she has realised that she 
can no longer live independently. London, 
she feels, is full of life and activities and 
will keep her busy. What she has failed to 
take into consideration, is the speed and 
harshness of London life and her own 
increasing frailty. The Claremont hotel 
with its rigid routine and scant regard for 
the comfort of its residents, soon becomes 
rather stifl ing. There are four other 
residents, three elderly widows and one 
man, Mr Osmond, who is regarded with 
some distaste. At fi rst Mrs Palfrey tries 
to seek approval in order to fi t in, buying 
knitting needles and wool and joining 
with the apres dinner TV lounge activity. 
It becomes obvious to the reader however, 

that she is of a different class and will 
always be an observer of, rather than a 
member of the group.
One day, returning from an errand to 
the Public Library, she falls badly and is 
rescued by Ludo, a young bohemian failed 
actor, who is now struggling to become a 
writer. In gratitude for his kindness, Mrs 
Palfrey invites him to dinner, whereupon 
he is mistaken for Desmond, her grandson. 
She has spoken of Desmond often, but as 
yet he has never visited his grandmother. 
Mrs Palfrey persuades Ludo to carry 
on with this harmless charade and is 
secretly thrilled by the deception and the 
unfamiliar intrigue in her life. Initially, 
Ludo thinks of her and the residents of the 
hotel as source material for a novel, but 
gradually their relationship changes and 
their story evolves into a gentle and loving 
friendship.
This is a beautifully written and sharply 
observed novel, mainly an essay on age 
and the isolation and anonymity it brings. 
Something which everyone will have to 
face and will deal with differently, but 
nonetheless frightening. This book is a 
sad one and is not easy to read if one is 
old. The excellence of the writing and 
observations of character, together with 
the descriptions of Kensington make it a 
rewarding experience. We intend to read 
more of Elizabeth Taylor's work.
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For the fi rst time in its almost 800 year 
history, St Mary's Church, Eaton Bray, 
played host to a full symphony orchestra.  
The performance, given by the Luton 
Symphony Orchestra, took place on 22nd 
June as part of the 60th season of annual 
subscription concerts.
Under the direction of conductors Uwe 
Radok and Dafydd Billinghurst the 
capacity audience enjoyed a varied 
programme of music.
The Rossini overture Il Signor Bruschino, 
played by the full orchestra, was a 
sparkling and dramatic opening to the 
concert which was followed by the equally 
lively Petite Symphonie for Winds by 
Charles Gounod.  The Intricate interplay 
between the different instruments of the 
wind section, assisted by the horns, was 
much appreciated by the audience.
The string section introduced music of 
a more serious and sombre tone.  Their 
rendering of Purcell's great G minor 
Chacony was full of vigour and rhythmic 
contrasts while the wonderful Adagio for 

Strings by Samuel Barber produced a 
more refl ective, but intense, sound from 
the players.  To complete the fi rst half, 
the whole orchestra joined together again 
to play a suite of movements taken from 
Bizet's opera Carmen.  Dramatic, lyrical 
and joyous by turn, this gave all sections 
of the orchestra an opportunity to shine 
and sent the audience into the interval in a 
positive mood.
The second half of the concert contained 
only one piece, Symphony no.5 by Franz 
Schubert. A piece full of memorable tunes 
and sudden changes with an especially 
beautiful slow movement, it provided an 
uplifting conclusion to a concert that was 
enjoyed by performers and audience alike.  
It would be nice to think that it will not 
be too long before the Luton Symphony 
Orchestra returns, perhaps as part of next 
season's concerts.  
Dafydd Billinghurst who is taking 
over as conductor of Luton Symphony 
Orchestra from Uwe Radok
Photo by Gordon Gray
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RD ELECTRICAL
Specialising in all types of Electrical and Air

Conditioning installations including:
  Inspection and Testing  Re-wires

  Garden and security  Specialist lighting – 
  lighting  bespoke designs

  Energy effi cient lighting   Kitchen and Bathroom  
    specialist

Air conditioning throughout your home
All work guaranteed.

Call Richard on:
01525 221475
07932 759680

For a no obligation quote

NAPIT

G.N.C Wall & Floor Tiling 

Covering all aspects of tiling from 
Natural Stone & Porcelain to ceramics 

 

gnctiling@hotmail.com 

 

Providing assurance & attendance through to 
completion of works 

For a free full & comprehensive quotation 
please call Colin Bell 

07725 033017 

01525 222094 

 
 

 

 

 
Your local florist, providing a fantastic 
range of fresh seasonal flowers for 
everyday and special occasions.  
 
Weddings, funerals and corporate work 
also catered for. 

We stock a wide range of beautiful, 
contemporary gifts and offer a wrapping 
service too. 
 
Local, national & international deliveries. 
 
Pop in and see us or contact us at:- 
2 High Street, Edlesborough, Beds LU6 2HS 
Tel: 01525 221920 
www.edlesboroughflowers.co.uk 
info@edlesboroughflowers.co.uk 
Mon-Thur  9.30-4.00       Fri 9.30-5.30 
Sat             9.30-4.00 

Edlesborough 
Flowers 
Flowers, Jewellery, Gifts & more … 
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MJ Security Systems
Contact Us For More Information
Unit 4, Arianne Business Centre, 
Blackburn Road, 
Townsend Industrial Estate, 
Houghton Regis,
Bedfordshire, 
LU5 5DZ

T: 0800 0856126
E: info@mjsecurity.co.uk
W: www.mjsecurity.co.uk

Please call for a free quotation
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BOILER SERVICING, REPAIRS, AND INSTALLATIONS
COMPLETE GAS CENTRAL HEATING INSTALLATIONS
GAS HOB AND COOKER INSTALLATIONS
CENTRAL HEATING DIAGNOSTICS AND REPAIRS
LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES
POWER FLUSHING
BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
WASHING MACHINE AND DISHWASHER INSTALLATIONS
BLOCKED DRAINS
GENERAL PLUMBING INSTALLATIONS AND REPAIRS
SHOWER PUMP INSTALLATIONS AND REPAIRS

CALL CHRIS YOUR LOCAL HEATING, PLUMBING, AND GAS 
ENGINEER FOR FREE ADVICE AND FREE QUOTATIONS.

WE ARE A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS WITH OVER 10 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE. 

COMPETITIVE PRICES WITHOUT COMPROMISING QUALITY. 
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RELOCATING TO AYLESBURY
APRIL 2013. TEL:01296 582474
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01525 220313
07836 217488

R. W. STOKLEY
Skip Hire

PProfessional Cleaning Services 
Carpet & Upholstery 
Emergency Stain Removals 
Patio & Driveway 
End of Tenancy Cleans 
Communal Area Cleaning 
Internal Window & Conservatory 
Commercial & Residential 

 

Free Survey & Quotation  
Honest Pricing Promise  

Fully insured  
Trade Association Approved   

    

Murray’s Cleaning Services 
19 Broom Hill, Hemel Hempstead, HP1 2JD 
 

Visit us at: 

www.murrayscleaningservices.co.uk 
Tel: 01442 250679 
Mob: 07952 544666 
Email: enquiries@murrayscleaningservices.co.uk 

Bella Vita
Beauty Rooms

Non surgical face lifts (CACI)Non surgical face lifts (CACI)
Cellulite treatmentsCellulite treatments

Acne treatmentsAcne treatments
& much more& much more

01582 60581201582 605812
www.bellavitabeautyrooms.comwww.bellavitabeautyrooms.com
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CHIMNEY SWEEP
Local & Est. Brush n Vac

Friendly, Clean and Effi cient
 Call KEVIN HING on

Tel: 01525 371592
Mob: 07940 528897

www.khing.co.uk
Member of NACS

Established Village 
Dog Grooming 

Service
Professional and Affordable

Large breeds welcome
Trained in Hand Stripping

Nails, Ears and Glands included
Contact Ulrika Tel 01525 211592
5 Mill Road, Stanbridge, Beds. LU7 9HX

www.abfabgrooming.co.uk

All Aspects of Grounds Maintenance 
Weed Control • Driveways & Patios 
Lawn Care & Scarifying • Fencing

 Turfi ng • Tree Work
Tel: 01582 872084 Mob: 07876 500292

Email: chambo.1628@btinternet.com

B & H AUTOS
MOTS, SERVICING, REPAIRS,

DIAGNOSTICS, WELDING & TYRE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY BUSINESS

COLLECTION AND PICK UP CAN 
BE ARRANGED 

BOOK NOW FOR YOUR MOT
FRIENDLY LOCAL, 

PROFESSIONAL GARAGE 
SERVICES

MOT £45.00 + FREE RETEST

01442 842303
CROSSWAYS GARAGE, 

DUNSTABLE ROAD, DAGNALL

Broomstick Autocare
Servicing & Repairs

~~~
All Mechanical Work undertaken most 
makes - M.O.T. Repairs - Clutches etc.

~~~
Unit 1, High Street, Edlesborough, Beds.

Tel: 01525-221217 - Mobile: 07764 189 625

792184792184

Bathrooms 
CAD designed, 

supplied and 
installed

Over 25 years 
experience

All calls large 
and small, 
maintenance 
and repairs

High pressure
BPEC qualifi ed

Solar BPEC 
qualifi ed

PLUMBING
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Sheplegh Court
Nr Dartmouth, South Devon
Lovely two bedroomed apartment in 
country house set in 30 acres of gardens, 
woods and parkland. Facilities available 
include:
• Heated outdoor swimming pool with 

sun terrace and barbecue area (summer 
only)

• Conservatory overlooking the gardens 
and parklands

• All weather tennis court.
• Snooker room with full size table
• Small indoor pool, jacuzzi and sauna
Secluded position on outskirts of award 
winning village yet within 3 miles of 
beaches and Dartmouth Golf and Country 
Club. Available for weekly letting or for 
three plus days out of season.
For further details please telephone 

01525 220957 evenings and weekends

Some comments from our recent Ofsted report:

Children are consistently offered a stimulating range of activities and 
opportunities which enable them to make good progress towards the 

Early Learning Goals.
Staff have a good understanding of creating a safe and welcoming 

environment . . .
Staff support children well and encourage them to be active in their 

learning and to think critically.
We are a committee run playgroup operating fi ve mornings a week 9:15 – 

12:15 for children aged 2 to school age.
If you would like to fi nd out if your child would be happy here, 

please phone our Playgroup Leader, Ann Tobin on 07816 358 342.
www.dagnallunderfi ves.co.uk



76

Walking back from the Eaton Bray Tennis clubhouse on Saturday morning with a 
fellow Tennis Club member I remarked on the tranquillity of the surroundings. Not 
yet the middle of the morning but the Skate Park was full of energetic youngsters 
performing dare-devil acts on various forms of conveyances, a temporary football pitch 
was being constructed possibly for training or for a local competition, dog walkers & 
dogs were out in abundance & the 3 tennis courts were full of enthusiastic youngsters 
no doubt encouraged by the Wimbledon achievements of Laura Robson & Andy 
Murray.
The only cloud on the horizon, the blot on the landscape, was the reason that we had 
been called to visit the Club. For the second time in 6 weeks the clubhouse had been 
damaged by a person or persons with an attitude of a rather different nature to that 
of the numerous tennis players, skate boarders & footballers. Someone with no other 
purpose in life but to attempt to destroy what others have given years to build up. 
Their pathetic actions will not be successful & my advice to them is to beware, you are 
on the foothills of life’s scrap-heap & if you do not deviate from the current direction 
& you reach the summit then it is a long, slow descent the other side culminating in a 
life of possible unfulfi lled promise & full of envy & bitterness.
Peter Hale, Treasurer, EBLTC, 2nd July 2013

Children at Edlesborough School took 
part in many different activities during the 
week beginning 24th June for National 
School Sports Week. The week started 
with our KS1 children experiencing long 
distance running where they had the 
chance to run around our large school 
fi eld. Mrs Freed the KS1 team leader 
quoted that the children thoroughly 
enjoyed this experience and were keen to 
do as many laps as they could to build a 
handsome total which was added to their 
house teams. Also throughout the week, 
KS1 children took part in Wake & Shake 
exercises every day to get them warmed 
up and ready for the day.
The following day on Tuesday it was 
KS2 children’s turn to experience the 
long distance running and this was done 
on a slightly larger scale compared to the 

KS1 classes. The children walked across 
to Edlesborough village green to run as 
many laps as they could in half an hour. 
There was some impressive running on 
show, with many children clocking 4 to 5 
miles in a short period of time. 
Then on Wednesday each class had a 
chance to show their dance moves in a 
Zumba exercise class.   
Thursday was the whole school sports day. 
The children had the chance to take part 
in team games and traditional sports day 
games like hurdles, egg and spoon race, 
sprints and relay races. The week ended 
with a Karate class run by Mrs Kent our 
Year 5/6 team leader.

Mrs Slatter

Photos on page 46
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Hello Everyone.
Two months have passed since our June 
update and as this is being written there 
has been glorious weather. We are all  
hoping that this will remain and can look 
forward to wearing some cooler clothes.
Our lunch out on May 23rd at The Farmers 
Boy in Kensworth was very good and in 
spite of the weather not being perfect, the 
new venue for the ELF was very good and 
the food was enjoyed by all. Thanks to Val 
for arranging this.
The ELF group who visited Stowe Gardens 
on June 13th enjoyed the visit in spite of 
inclement weather. The group arrived at 
Stowe Gardens for morning coffee and 
cake in the new café. The National Trust 
has spent a large amount of money on the 
Gardens and there is a very good shop and 
facilities. After a long walk around the 
gardens, we met again to have lunch in the 
café. A tour was arranged for the group to 
look around the House. It was interesting 
to see the students at their studies, as it 
is a working school. Thanks to Ann for 
arranging this interesting outing.
June 27th saw an ELF group visit 
Duxford. Thanks to Mel for arranging this 
outing. The group had a very good day 

and used the local transport to take them 
around the large site. There did not seem 
to be enough time to see all the available 
items. A very worthwhile outing with so 
many things to see.
Brian led the walk on Monday 24th June. 
The group walked from Bridens Camp 
to Gaddesden Row and returned to the 
Crown and Sceptre Public House for 
refreshments. The walk was around 5 
miles.  The weather was fair.
When this article is read in August, we 
will have had our usual meeting in the 
Coffee Tavern at 10.30 for a chat, update 
etc. and refreshments. All are welcome. 
Our previous newsletter showed Dec 16th 
as the date for our Christmas Lunch. This 
is wrong and the date is THURSDAY 
DECEMBER 12th. Details to come.
We look forward to the Cream Tea at Alan 
and Val’s garden on Tuesday August 13th. 
We hope for good weather.

AUGUST DATES
TUESDAY 13th  CREAM TEA
MONDAY 26TH  WALK FROM EATON 
BRAY CHURCH 10.00 AM
(the date may alter as this is a Bank 
Holiday)

A good time was had by all, big and small, 
despite the initial high winds and rain. 
The races were a huge success and no one 
is likely to forget the lovely music sung 
by Dagnall and Cottesloe choirs - nor the 
live entertainment in the evening by Tail-
Gator.  
The bake-off was a great success with 
fi erce competition, especially in the men’s 

category! 
In all, we raised £2,400 which will be 
divided equally between Dagnall School, 
Dagnall under Fives, the Village Hall and 
Dagnall Church .
Thank you to those who come on the day 
and helped, to the local businesses who 
supported us, and to the numerous little 
hands and donations on the day! 
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Bits and Pieces. Information. 
Knowledge. Something for everyday. “And, 
Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the 
foundation of the earth; and the heavens 
are the work of thine hands. Hebrews 1: 10. 
Money will buy a bed, but not sleep; books, 
but not brains; food, but not appetite; fi nery, 
but not beauty; a house, but not a home; 
medicine, but not health; luxuries, but not 
culture; amusements, but not happiness.
Which reminds us that there are still things 
in life which are free! A “fi shy” story. An 
angler hooked a large pike - and threw it 
back. He then caught a beautiful trout - and 
threw that back too. Next he landed a tiny 
perch, grunted with satisfaction and took 
it home, Why did he keep the little one?   
Answer: because he only had a small frying 
pan! groan, groan!
A child was misbehaving and after a while 
the mother said, “Behave, how do you 
expect to get into heaven if you act like 
that?” The child thought for a moment and 
then replied. “I shall just run in and out and 
keep slamming the door until they say, “For 
goodness sake, either come in or stay out. 
And then I’ll go in!”. 
Weather wisdom - “If St. Bartholomews 
(August 24th) be clear, a prosperous Autumn 
comes that year. Fair on September fi rst, fair 
for the month.September blows soft, - Till 
the fruit’s in the loft.
Under the summer sun, the crops in the 
fi elds change to a deeper, golden-brown as 
they ripen and it is harvest-time again. We 
will soon be celebrating in our churches, 
chapels and the Salvation Army Hall. Both 
the Jewish and Christian faiths overfl ow 
with harvests. The book of Deuteronomy 
commands the Israelites to celebrate. They
were to bring samples of their best corn, fruit 
and stock to the altar and to thank God for 
their fi elds and pastures. This “harvest home” 

was called the “Feast of the Tabernacles”. 
These ancient people, unlike us, had three 
harvests each year, but this was the greatest,
and most important.
The origin of the word harvest is obscure. 
We come closest to it when we say, that we 
crop what was rooted.
Some people today do not realise the 
relevance of Harvest. The nearest they come 
to it is to buy an organic loaf of bread. Yet 
they go to County shows and revere the 
tools of the old ways of working the land; 
the vehicles, tythe barns, implements, 
collectibles. We go to the supermarkets and 
purchase fruit and vegetables, whatever the 
season of the year, but do we ever think of the 
calloused hands and aching backs, anxious 
faces and sighs, that go into the production of 
these “goodies”? We are happy to sing “We 
plough the fi elds and scatter....” but when did 
we?
May we never take for granted the abundance 
of the earths riches, and those who labour 
throughout the seasons to provide these for 
us. Now here is a recipe for a “pudden” you 
might like to try.
“You do peel sum pares and cut them up in 4 
peaces to each pare, then put sum peaces of 
bred and butter in the bottom of a deep dish, 
and lay the pares on top. Then more bred and 
butter, throwing on sum sugger and a pinch 
of cynamon. Then you do take 4 egges and 
beat them hard for a bit, then put them in 
a measure of milke and beat up till frothie. 
Now pour over the pudden in the dish and 
cook it gentle for a hower by the clocke.” 
                                         A recipe from 1796.
So celebrate and be thankful for the seasons 
of the year; the blessings and joys of harvest 
time and when the time comes that we are 
gathered to the heavenly harvest may the 
fruits of our lives be pleasing to God the 
Father.
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Deirdrea welcomed members and handed 
out birthday cards for Jenny, Marjorie, 
Joan Calder and Chris Rogers. A lively 
‘happy birthday’ was sung by members.
A thank you card for the plant, cards and 
telephone calls had been received from 
Joan Fossey who is recovering at home 
from a heart attack; and Deirdrea read 
out the contents of a letter received from 
the RNLI thanking the Guild for their 
generous and very welcome donation of 
£500 and a letter of thanks from John 
Cornwall of Amnesty International the 
speaker at the June meeting for the very 
warm welcome he had received.
Notices followed: 
The Outreach Projects for the year, 
starting this month are Air Ambulance  
and Water Aid.
The next meeting on 14th August will 
be attended by a representative from the 
Food Bank and members were asked to 
please bring items of non perishable food 
for this worthy cause if possible.
The annual outing on 13th August to 
Stratford – the coach will be leaving at 
9.30am from outside the Church.
The following outings were suggested 
and fi nal arrangements and numbers to be 
confi rmed at the next meeting:
Afternoon tea at Worlds End  September 
18th cost £8.41
A trip to Bicester Avenue on 7th November

The  Christmas meal on 27th November.
Devotions were led by Marjorie.
Amanda Shipman was introduced 
who gave a very interesting talk and 
video  presentation on Japanese Garden 
Design.   To create a suitable ambience a 
short recording of Japanese Folk Music 
was played.  Amanda then went on to 
explain the many pictures of various 
gardens she had visited  and the Japanese 
culture.  These included strolling gardens, 
meditation gardens and water gardens, the 
beautifully shaped  cherry blossom trees 
were evident in abundance together with  
pine trees and azalea bushes the scenery 
throughout was exquisite. 
Chris Holloway gave the vote of thanks.
Social time followed where the committee 
had provided a very enjoyable tea. The 
raffl e was drawn with many prizes of pot 
plants.  
This is an enjoyable and friendly  afternoon 
and visitors are very welcome. 

St Mary's Church, 
Edlesborough

will be open from May 
until September on the 
fi rst Sunday in the month 

from 2pm to 5pm

Eaton Bray Cricket Club

100 Club Winners 
July 2013

£100 Diane Edgeley  No. 92
£25   Mrs V Ball         No. 36
£10    Lynn Alder        No. 39
Eaton Bray Cricket Club is kindly 
sponsored by F.A. Hawkins Transport 
Ltd & M&M Properties 
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Weather Conditions for June 2013
June was a very dry month with only 25.8mm of rain that was only 35% of the 5 year 
June average. Compared this with June 2012 which was a wash out with 154mm. The 
temperature was steady just rising gradually throughout the month as we go into to 
mid-summer. For weather data 24 hours a day, updated every 15 mins, visit: www.
dagnallweather.co.uk. If anyone has a question, comment or wishes to contact me 
please email: david@dagnallweather.co.uk or telephone: 01442 843883

Elevation: 450 ft - Latitude: 51° 50’ 13” North - Longitude: 0° 33’ 34” West

Pressure & Rain

We have informally 
established a network of 

email addresses for Dagnall so that we can 
circulate relevant notices and information 
to the Village.

If you wish to be included on the email 
list, please email brianholt@btopenworld.
com or sjquinn@aol.com and you will be 
added.
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Jonathan Vernon Smith is the 
Sony Award winning mid-
morning show presenter for 

BBC Three Counties Radio. During his 
consumer hour he helps listeners with 
their consumer problems and now shares 
his advice with you. 
One of the greatest myths concerning 
consumer rights, is that after a year, the 
retailer no longer has any obligation to 
you.  What drives me utterly bonkers is 
that this myth is so often perpetuated by 
THE RETAILER!
I lose track of the number of times I have 
taken a call from a frantic consumer on 
my radio show saying “I bought a vacuum 
cleaner/tv/computer.  It has broken, but 
because it’s 14 months old, the shop says 
there’s nothing they can do.  After 12 
months they don’t have to do anything”.  
I prefer to think it’s down to ignorance, 
rather than a conscious desire to mislead 
the customer that makes them fob people 
off in this way.
When you purchase any brand new goods 
or services in the UK you are protected by 
your ‘statutory rights’ (sale of goods act 
1979).
All goods must be:
a) Fit for purpose
b) Of ‘reasonable’ quality (based on the  
 cost)
c) Last for a reasonable amount of time  
 (based on the cost)
Therefore, if you buy (for example) a TV 
for £600, it should last for a ‘reasonable’ 
amount of time. I would suggest a 
minimum of 5 years worth of ‘reasonable 
use’ (3 hours a day) before it blows up.  
If it develops a manufacturing fault at 
any time during that period, the retailer 
IS LIABLE!  Any attempt to fob you 

off, should be met with a fi rm, but polite 
explanation of your consumer rights.
For the fi rst 6 months after purchase, it’s 
up to the retailer to prove that the fault with 
the item is NOT their responsibility.  After 
the fi rst 6 months it’s your responsibility.  
Therefore, my advice when dealing with 
an obstructive retailer, is to obtain an 
independent report to confi rm that the 
product has a manufacturing fault, then 
ask the retailer to not only fi x the problem, 
but also reimburse you for the cost of the 
report.
So, remember next time the manager of 
a shop says “oh sorry, it’s 14 months old, 
there’s nothing we can do I’m afraid”, tell 
them you understand your statutory rights 
and if they STILL fail to help, then call 
my team on 01582 637450 and I’ll have a 
polite ‘word’ for you!
Jonathan Vernon Smith
You can listen to The JVS show every 
weekday morning from 9am on BBC 
Three Counties Radio. 

idd

Eaton Bray Village Hall

100 Club Winners July 2013
47 Heather Martin  £100
1 Ken Janes  £25
13 Shelagh Bagni  £25
16 Rachel McVeigh  £25
Drawn on 10th July 2013 at Eaton Bray 
Academy. Please direct any correspondence 
to Ross Bagni 71 Bower Lane Eaton Bray, 
Bedfordshire LU6 1RB Telephone: 01525 
221411.
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All events start at Ashridge Estate 
Visitor Centre unless stated otherwise

Ashridge Summer Trail £1 per child
Everyday July - September, 10am-4pm
Glis Glis Talk and Walk Adult £10, FoA 
£8, Child £6 booking required
Saturday 3/8/13, 8-10pm
Trail and Ale Adults £15, booking req. 
Saturday 10/8/13, 8.30am-6pm
Pitstone Hill Archaeology Walk Adult 
£7, FoA £6, Child £5 booking required
Thursday 15/8/13, 6.30-8.30pm Start: 
Pitstone Hill car park
Gentle Stroll Adults £2.50
Monday 19/8/13, 2.30pm, Start: 
Clipperdown Car Park off Beacon Road
Explore Ashridge Adult £7, FoA £6, 

Child £5 booking required
Saturday 24/8/13, 7-8.30pm
Creepy Crawlies Children £3 booking 
req. Tuesday 27/8/13, 10.15-11.15am, 
Natural History Museum Tring
Discover Ashridge Walk Adults £3
Saturday 14/9/13 10am-1pm
Chilterns Festival Adults £4, FoA 
£4, Child FREE, Sunday 15/9/13, 
10am-4pm, Meadleys Meadow next to 
Ashridge Visitor Centre
Gentle Stroll Adults £2.50
Wednesday 8/9/13, 10.30am, Start: 
B4506 End of Monument Drive
Ashridge Autumn Trail £1 per child
Everyday September to November 10am-
4pm

Mavis has recently moved to Eastbourne and has sent us the following note.
I would like to thank the many friends who sent me best wishes cards on my retirement 
to Eastbourne. I am settling in very well with lots of interesting things to keep me 
occupied. I will be pleased to see any of you if in this part of the country.
Mavis Purcell, Flat 91, The Hawthorns, 4 Carew Road, Eastbourne, BN21 2BF

London Luton Airport
With an increase in aircraft in the area 
and in particular when the wind is from 
the East, we are getting some aircraft 
fl ying directly over the village to join 
the fl ight path into the airport. If you 
are disturbed by the traffi c fl ying over 
the village, there is a complaints hotline 
number: 01582395382. This is an 
airport number where you can register 
your concerns. It is 
important to do this if 
we are to reduce these 
disturbances over our 
village.

NORTHALL BAPTIST 
CHAPEL

Chapel Lane, Northall
(just beyond the 30 speed limit signs on 

the road towards Leighton Buzzard)
Everyone is welcome to our Sunday 
worship each week between 11am and 
12.30pm including tea/coffee and time to 
talk together.

For more information contact:
John Hazell 01525 218142

Email northallchapel@btinternet.com
There has been a Baptist Chapel in Northall 
for more than 200 years. Today we continue 
to seek to worship God, serve him in our 
daily lives and support and encourage one 
another in the diffi cult and the joyful times.



Quality Garage Doors

DIY kits available
Insurance work welcome

Council approved
Remote control gates also available

Unit 7, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton Road, Edlesborough LU6 2ES 

01525 220212
www.premiergaragedoors.co.uk

 Superb choice of designs in metal, wood 
and fi breglass

 Any size door made to your 
requirements

 Large selection of spares & fast repair 
service available

 New or existing doors converted to 
automatic

 Professionally fi tted by own expert 
craftsmen

 Prompt free estimates & advice
 We cover all areas

(EST 1984)
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