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CChristmas Menu 2012  
((available from 1sst  DDecember until Boxing Day excluding Christmas Day at 

££26.95 per person £5 perr person deposit required on booking.)  
((Two course option available at £21.95)  

TTo Begin  

SSoup of the Season (V)  
With Peppers, Butternut Squash, Courgette and Red Onion 

TTian of Crab and Smoked Salmon  
Served on leaf salad 

SStuffed Mushrooms (V)  
Filled with Stilton Rarebit 

MMediterranean Salad (V)  
A Bed of Mixed Leaves with Olives, Capers, Feta Cheese, Red Onion and Vine Tomatoes 

MMain Course  

RRoast Turkey (G)  
Served with Roast Potatoes, Pigs in Blankets, Roast Parsnips, Brussels Sprouts and 

Cranberry Stuffing 

SSirlooin Steak (G)  
with sautéed mushrooms, cherry tomatoes and triple cooked chips 

Sauces to accompany your steak 
Choose from: Garlic butter, Peppercorn, Cream and Stilton or Diane Sauce 

SSalmon Fillet Baby Spinach and Cream Cheese in Filo Pastry (V)  
Served with Sautéed Potatoes and Seasonal Vegetables 

VVegetable Tartlet (V)  
Peppers, Courgette, Tomato and Goats Cheese on Puff Pastry 

Served with Salad and New Potatoes 

DDessert  

BBrandy Christmas Pudding (G)  
Served with Brandy Sauce or Cream 

WWhite Chocolate Cheesecake  
Served with Coulis 

EEaton Mess (G)  
Meringue, Cream and Strawberries 

SSeasonal Fruit Crumble  
Served with Custard or Cream 

CCoffee or Tea  

Served with White Chocolate Cherries 
(V) Vegetarian – (G) Gluten Free 
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Focus - Th e Four Village Magazine

Police Contact Numbers...making neighbourhoods safer together
Bedfordshire Police (Eaton Bray)

General Assistance (Recommended Number): 101        Emergency: 999
Leighton Buzzard Police Station/Kathryn Horgan: 01582 473418

Typetalk: 18001 01582 437418
Email: LPT.LeightonRural@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk

Th ames Valley Police (Edlesborough, Dagnall & Northall)
General Assistance: 101

PC Jared Levens Mobile: 07773 398 727
PCSO Jackie Dodson Mobile: 07800 703 524

PCSO Chris Baker Mobile: 07974 973 866
Email: WingSouthNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Village Hall Bookings
To book your local village hall for an event please contact the following:

Northall: Lorna Cubbage, Tel:  01525 220361
Eaton Bray: Norman Lee, Tel: 01525 222831
Dagnall: Elizabeth Coates, Tel: 01442 842550

Edlesborough Memorial Hall: Penny Pataky, Tel: 01525 229358

EDaN Community Transport
Peter Williams: 01442 842506

Focus would like to remind contributors that the deadline for 
articles is the 10th of the preceding month
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Weekly
Mon-Fri
(term time)

Eaton Bray Pre-school, Eaton Bray Lower School, 01525 220468

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Dagnall Under 5’s, Dagnall Village Hall, 9.15am - 12.15pm, Mrs Ann Tobin 07816 
358342

Mon-Fri 
(term time)

Edlesborough Under 5’s Pre-School, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Angela Paine, 
01525 229529

Mon-Thu 
(term time)

Totternhoe Pre-school, mornings, Totternhoe Lower School, Ellie Deeley on 07913 
529574

Mondays Pilates, 10.45am, St.Giles Church Hall, Totternhoe, Lisa: 01582 412426
Mondays 
(term time)

2nd Eaton Bray Brownies, girls 7-10 years, Edlesborough Memorial Hall, 6 - 
7.30pm, Sarah 01525 229194

Mondays Dagnall Community Choir, All Saints Church 7.45 – 9.45pm
Mondays Weight Watchers, 7pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall
Mondays Zumba, Dagnall Village Hall  6.30pm
Tuesdays Line Dancing, 1.30-3p.m., Eaton Bray Village Hall, Lyn Stubbs 220731
Tuesdays Baby’s First Cafe (Support for Breastfeeding mums), 9.30 - 11 am,  Ivinghoe and 

Pitstone Sure Start Children’s Centre, Brookmead School, High Street, Ivinghoe
Tuesdays Pilates, 10-11am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Nicky Roussou 07861 162680
Tuesdays Totternhoe Baby & Toddler Group, 9.30-11.30am, St. Giles Church Hall, Nadine 

Morgan 07823 447362
Tuesdays Northall Baby & Toddler Group, 9:30-11:30am, (open in the Summer School 

Holidays) Northall Village Hall, Andie 07966437673
Tuesdays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village 

Hall, 01582 620576
Tuesdays Yoga, Dagnall Village Hall  7.45 – 9.15pm
Tuesdays Zumba Fitness Class, 8.15-9.15pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Zoey 07595 986892
Tuesdays Circuit Training Edlesborough - Edlesborough School Hall - 7-8pm - £5 per class
Tuesdays 
Fortnightly

Coffee Morning, Bring & Buy, Table Top Sale, 10-12noon, Salvation Army Hall, 
Booth Place, Eaton Bray

Weds 
(term time)

Cheeky Monkeys Under 5’s playtime, 1pm - 2.45pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 
contact Rachel on 07789 760007

Wednesdays Pilates, 7.15pm, Northall Village Hall, Lisa: 01582 412426
Wednesdays Egyptian Dance Class, 7.30-8.45pm at Eaton Bray Village Hall. Contact: Soraya on 

07976 964316 for more details
Wednesdays Northall & District Age Concern Wednesday Club, 10am - 3pm, Northall Village 

Hall, Contact Anna 221996 or Julie 220153
Wednesdays Zumba Fitness Class, 9.30am, St Giles Church Hall, Totternhoe, Zoey 07595 986892
Thurs 
(term time)

Baby & Toddlers Group, Dagnall Village Hall, 12:45-2:45pm (12:15 if bringing 
lunch) £1 child 50p adult. Contact Faye 07746 120163 or Samantha 07882 903282

Thursdays Yoga, Northall Village Hall, 11.30am-1pm 01525 377542
Thursdays Kfa Body Moves 40+, Fitness through movement, exercise & dance. 8-9pm, 

Edlesborough School, Pat 01582 668735
Thursdays Baby & Toddler Group, Salvation Army Hall, Booth Place, Eaton Bray, 9.30-11.30am
Thursdays Keep Fit Edlesborough School, 8pm Tel: 01582 668735
Thursdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 715208
Thursdays 
Fortnightly

Central Bedfordshire Children’s Centres’ Toy Library, 9-9.45am, Eaton Bray (School 
Lane) Public Car Park

Fridays Tap & Ballet Classes, JoAnn Latus School of Dance, 4-8pm, Eaton Bray Village 
Hall, 01582 620576

Village Diaries December 2012/January 2013
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Fridays Hartbeeps Multi-sensory pre-school play & music sessions, Northall Village 
Hall. Bookings and information: Gemma 01525 381196

Fridays Zumba Fitness Class, 9.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Zoey 07595 986892
Saturdays Jazzercise, 9.30-10.30am, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Angela Veryard, 01525 

715208
Saturdays Drama Class for Children, 10.35am-12.35pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Claire 

Casey, 07792 508591
Last Saturday Coffee Morning, 10-12 noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
Sundays Grace Baptist Church (by the Post Offi ce) prayer time 9.30am, main meeting 

11.00am-12.00pm. All welcome, Nathan 07794 615626, or Peter 01525 221048.
Monthly
1st Monday Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting,7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
1st Monday Eaton Bray W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm. Eaton Bray Methodist Church Hall. Contact 

Barbara Collier on 01525 221401
1st & 3rd Monday Knit n Stitch. 2pm-4pm. Edlesborough Memorial Hall, Eaton Bray. Knitting, 

crochet & needlecraft.  Tel Wendy 07908 828414.  www.wendy-poole.co.uk
1st Tuesday Bingo, 7pm, Dagnall Village Hall
1st & 3rd Tuesday Dunstable & District Orbit (social and charitable) Club meet at Dunstable Rugby 

Club at 8pm. For details contact 01525 222441 or 01582 755147
1st Sunday May to September, Edlesborough Church Open, 2-5pm
2nd & 4th Tuesday TOTS, St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, 2pm
2nd Tuesday Dunstable & District Local History Society meeting, 7.45pm, Methodist Church 

Hall, Dunstable (opposite Wilkinson)
2nd Tuesday Edlesborough W.I. Meeting, 7.30 pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall
2nd Wednesday St.Mary’s Ladies Guild, 2pm, St.Mary’s, Eaton Bray
2nd Thursday CAMEO Coffee, tea & chat, 10am-12noon, Edlesborough Methodist Church
3rd Thursday Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
3rd Sunday Lunch club 11.30 to 2.00pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Chris Hewitt 222288
Other Regular Events
1st Dec Steam in Beds Model Railway Show, 10am-4.30pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall. 

Adults £4, accompanied children free
14th Dec Leukemia Research Sherry & Mince Pies Morning, 2 Dunstable Road, Dagnall 

10.30 am. 
18th Dec Dagnall Over 60’s. Christmas Lunch. 2pm in Village Hall. All over 60’s members 

welcome. Bring a prize to win a prize, max £3
One Off/Annual/Irregular Events
1st Dec Dagnall School Christmas Fayre 1pm -3pm Dagnalll Village Hall
2nd Dec Christmas Party for Dagnall Children. Various times, see separate advert.
3rd Dec Eaton Bray Academy Open Day, 9:30-11:30am, 2-3pm & 7:30pm
5th Dec Christmas Bingo in Memory of Basil Thorne. Dagnall Village Hall 7.30pm
7th Dec Dagnall Extravaganza. Lights Switch on with Father Christmas  6.30 onwards
8th Dec All Saints Dagnall Christmas Coffee Morning 10.30-12.30. Usual Stalls in aid of 

the 2012 project: Alzheimer’s Society. Everyone welcome
8th Dec Christmas Fayre, 10am - 4pm, Edlesborough Hall
8th Dec Shopping & Pampering Event, 11am-5pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall
13th Dec ELF Christmas lunch at the Cock Inn, Wing
16th Dec Carol Singing around Dagnall village, 6.30 onwards. All welcome
18th Dec ELF Christmas refreshments Coffee Tavern 10.30am
19th Dec Create your own Christmas Wreath. Dagnall Village Hall 7.30pm. £15

Village Diaries December 2012/January 2013
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Village Diaries December 2012/January 2013
One Off/Annual/Irregular Events Cont’d
20th Dec Carol Singing Dagnall village outskirts. 6.30 onwards. All welcome
21st Dec Christmas Carols and Brass Ensemble around Eaton Bray. 7.30pm
24th Dec Christmas Eve Candle Service, 4.15pm & 6pm, St. Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray
24th, 25th & 26th 
Jan

Panto, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 7.30pm plus 2pm matinee on 26th. Box Offi ce 
open from 10th Dec 01525 220201 (6-9pm). Adults £6, Children £4

25th Jan Dagnall Gardeners’ Society AGM. Village Hall 7.30pm. All members welcome

Meet Frank, he is a 7 year old Shar Pei. 
He is extremely placid and well-mannered. Although we have 
no concerns about Frank being around children, we think a 
home with adults only would suit him best. Frank would live 
with a female dog and seems to be happy around cats. We think 
this calm, friendly dog will make a lovely companion.
If you feel you could offer Frank, or any of our other dogs, a 
loving and secure home please call in at the kennels any day 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Our staff will be happy to offer 
advice and information. 

Please note that we have restrictions on rehoming dogs to families with children under 
7 years of age, so please ask for details.
APPLEDOWN CRAFT FAIR -  ARE YOU CRAFTY?! We will be holding a Craft 
Fair on 12th May 2013. If you would like to book a pitch (£15) to sell your craft items 
please e-mail: ilshad@live.co.uk

Appledown Rescue and Rehoming Kennels, 
Harling Road, Eaton Bray, Beds LU6 1QY

Call  01525 220383 or e-mail  appledown.kennels@btinternet.com
(Reg Charity No. 1116848)

Appledown’s Dog of the Month

Despite my having retired from "House to House" collecting this year, the people 
of Northall and Edlesborough have been as generous as ever. The pupils and staff at 
Edlesborough School raised the wonderful total of £94.40. I am told that it would have 
been higher had I supplied more wristbands.....so look out for lots next year!! The 
patrons and staff at the "Swan" in Northall were also extremely generous and their 
tin yielded the amazing amount of £102.50. Age Concern in Northall also supported 
the Appeal and raised £12.20. Including the donations from the Parish Council for 
Wreaths, the total amount sent from the villages this year to the British 
Legion was £324.10. Thank you all for supporting this very worthy 
cause. I know that it will be much appreciated and put to good use.
Next year the Remembrance Service will be held at Edlesborough War 
Memorial. 
Lorna Cubbage

British Legion Poppy Collection in Northall and Edlesborough
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Tel: 01525 222145
Mobile: 07971 559185

Lee Hutt
Heating and Plumbing Services

FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN
FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION INCLUDING TILING

CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS
AND ALL REPAIRS

NO JOB TOO SMALL
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Professional & Local

All work guaranteed - not happy, don’t pay
Powerful equipment means drier much 

quicker than other methods
100% Guaranteed no chemicals left in carpet 

when dry therefore will not easily resoil 
& perfectly safe for children & pets

Recommendations account for 90% of my work
Absolutely no hard sell

Telephone Colin for a Free Quote

DEEP-CLEAN
01525 851 811

www.deep-cleaners.co.uk
Email: colin@deep-cleaners.co.uk

EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY
11 Cow Lane Edlesborough

Enquiries - 01525 221630  Appointments - 01525 220333
www.edlesboroughsurgery.co.uk

Dr J R Bell, Dr Tisha Patel
Dr Stephanie Johnston, Dr Kirsten Riemer

We are a dispensing practice offering a full range of health services at the surgery

EDLESBOROUGH PHARMACY 01525 223181
Pharmacist – Mitul Patel

Friendly reliable professional service at the pharmacy
All doctors/dentists/veterinary and hospital prescriptions dispensed

Professional advice always available
Herbal/Homeopathic products available

In addition – Disability Aids, e.g. wheelchairs, walking frames
Incontinence Aids, Ostomy Products

Special Orders on Request
*NEW* We Dispense VET’s Prescriptions and we supply many Pet Products (Cats, dogs, horses) 

including Frontline, Advocate, Metacam, Feliway, Equest and more. Ask for details.
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30 Years Experience
Domestic & Commercial Security

Burglar Alarms
Redcare Monitored Systems

Intercoms
CCTV

Access Systems
Locks

Quality Installations – Competitive Prices
Insurance Approved       Free Surveys

       SECURITY
01525 378222

Email: sales@aaasecurity.co.uk
www.aaasecurity.co.uk

CERTIFICATE NO. NAC/G/2113
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Tel/ Fax 01525 854 272  Email: sales@unicornwindows.co.uk

“We were delighted with 
our windows and would 
like to thank you for a 
speedy and efficient job.”

Ms CL Milton Keynes
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12 Days of Christmas in Dagnall
Dagnall invites you to join in our 12 days of Christmas. Please choose as 

many of these events as you wish to join and put them in your diary. 
All invited, everyone welcome.

 SAT 01 December - Dagnall School’s Christmas Fete 
Village Hall – Time: 1-3 pm

 SUN 02 December – Christmas Party for Dagnall Children 
Village Hall – Time: 11-1pm, babies to 7 years old; 2-4 pm, 8 to 11 years old 

 WED 05 December – Christmas Bingo in memory of Basil Thorne 
Village Hall – Time: 7.30 pm

 FRI 07 December - Christmas Extravaganza 
See details in separate advert below

 SAT 08 December: Christmas Coffee Morning
All Saints Church – Time: 10.30 - 12.30

   SUN 09 December – Christmas Carol Service
All Saints Church – Time: 4.00 pm

  SUN 16 December - CAROL Singing 
Touring the Village – Time: 6.30 pm onwards

  TUES 18 December – Over 60s Christmas Lunch
Dagnall Village Hall – Time: 1.30 pm

All Over 60’s members welcome
  WED 19 December – Craft evening: Create your own Christmas wreath

Dagnall Village Hall – Time: 7.30 pm Cost: £15.00
 THU 20 December - CAROL Singing

Village outskirts – Time: 6.30 pm onwards
  TUE 25 December – Christmas Services at All Saints Church

Time: 9.00 am, Communion Service
Time: 10.30 am, Family Service

 SUN 30 December - Carol Praise Service
10.30 am: All Saints Church

Dagnall Christmas Extravaganza! 
On Friday 7 December, there will be celebrations in Dagnall 

At 6.30, Father Christmas will kick off the evening by touring the village 
with his pony and trap. Make sure all the good little boys and girls are in 
front of their houses to greet him. 
At. 8.00, Father Christmas will switch on the Dagnall Christmas lights at 
the Village Hall. An event not to be missed!
To celebrate the season, Dagnall Community Choir will treat us to our favourite 
carols. Mulled wine for the grown ups and food for all ages will also be served. 
Santa will have some soft drinks too. So come along for supper, a fun evening and 
an opportunity to meet new people and greet old friends. No need to book, just turn 
up.         O! You better watch out! You better not cry 

Better not pout, I'm telling you why 
Santa Claus is coming to town
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The Sign Unveiled
We achieved our objective  to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee with our village sign 
which was unveiled by the Rt Hon Andrew Selous MP on 10th November. The sign was 
manufactured by Signs of the Times of Tebworth and the steel work by R.S.Components 
of Stanbridge.  It traces the history of the village from the time of Sir Reginald Bray.
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For information or to enrol,
please contact Wendy
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The 4.15pm service is always very busy and is planned with 
younger children in mind; if you like a less crowded situation 
or are attending as adults without young children, you may 

prefer to come to the 6pm service
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Domestic & Commercial 
Cleaning Service

Fully Insured
Family Business

Free Quotes
References Available

Rental Cleans
Also Carpet Cleaning with the new 

Therma dry cleaning system -
Cleans, Disinfects, Deodorises and 

Protects in one application
Carpets dry 15 to 30 minutes

Tel: 01296 624837
Mob: 07909 934168 / 07796 406717

www.spotlessofaylesbury.co.uk

GYM &
TONIC

WANT TO GET FIT, HAVE A
HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE & IMPROVE 

THE WAY YOU LOOK & FEEL?
The following can be provided in our

Gym in Edlesborough or in your home
* A Health & Fitness Consultation *

* Personal Training * Massage *
Ruth Anderson Dip. PT & ST,  Member of: Inst of  Sports 

Therapists & Register of  Nutritional Therapists

Tel:01525 223074 Mob:07812 163979

 



19

Mark Janes Contracts
Felt Roofi ng - All Roofi ng Repairs 

and Property Maintenance
FREE ESTIMATES

t: 01442 877528
m: 07841 343470

e: mark.janes3@btinternet.com
Established 25 years

Approved Contractor
for Local Authorities

Keith Gradley
Electrical

& Plumbing
---------------------------------

Domestic, Commercial and 
Industrial wiring undertaken.

Plumbing work including:
Bathrooms supplied and fi tted.
FREE estimates and advice.

call
01525 222303

or
mobile

07976640869
Email:

k.gradley@btinternet.com
83 High Street

Eaton Bray

                                           HHiigghh  SSttrreeeett  HHaaiirr        
66 High Street  

Eaton Bray 
Nr Dunstable Beds  

LU6 2DP 
 01525 ~221252 

 
   A Professional modern salon, providing  

   Quality individual services for the whole family. 
 

www.highstreethair.co.uk 
 
 

 
                                                                   
                                                                
                                                              
                                                           
                                                             
                                      
                       

                                         
 
                                       

Monday           Closed 
Tuesday              9 ~ 6 
Wednesday        9 ~ 6 
Thursday            9 ~ 8 
Friday                  9 ~ 8 
Saturday           9 ~ 5 
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M A K I N G  A  W I L L  H A S  N E V E R  B E E N  E A S I E R

The Will  
& Probate 
Practice
 A wise choice

For a DAYTIME or EVENING appointment call

 01525 220644

Make a Will
YOUR PRIORITIES?             YOUR REQUIREMENTS?

TONY DUKE, who has over 10 years experience working with solicitors, will 
guide you through all the options available during a relaxed and jargon free 
consultation. You will have a choice of legal services providers and fees.

HOME 
VISIT

Vicky Waller

YOUR DOG DESERVES THE BEST
  PUT VICKY TO THE TEST  

• Trained at the London Academy of 
Professional Groomers to the highest City 
and Guilds standard

• Sympathetic and gentle handling of all dogs

NO CAGES

Contact Vicky
Telephone: 01525 222775

Mobile: 07796 445416
Email: vickywaller@aol.com

The
Dog Grooming

Specialist
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TMS Chauffeur Services
Luton   £20.00
Heathrow T1,2,3  £50.00 
Heathrow T4,5  £55.00
Gatwick   £75.00
Stansted  £65.00

London, Theatres, Stations, Ports.
For a professional reliable service call: 

07719 930338
tms.chauffeurs@btinternet.com

Will Kimberley
Garden Services

01442 255784
Phone for a free no obligation written estimate
wkgardenservices@btconnect.com

• High hedges a speciality
• Fences erected and repaired
• General garden tidy up’s
• In fact any job in the garden!

Thinking of Moving ?
Call Linda or Colin on 01525 222333 

for a Free Valuation
Competitive Rates, Exceptional Service

3 Summerleys, Edlesborough  LU6 2HR
www.christopherpallet.com

Also at: Aylesbury • Gt Missenden • 
Haddenham • Thame • Wendover

City     Guilds
Qualifed

    

PLUMBING REPAIRS
and INSTALLATIONS

NO JOB TOO SMALL
•  Emergencies
•  Free Estimates
•  No call out charge

Dave Nicholson
Mobile: 07976 975604
Home:   01525 872335

D NICHOLSON
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James B Chadburn FBHI 
Fine Antique clocks & Barometers

Specialist in repairs &
restorations.

Valuations & clock
fi nding service.

Advice & assistance on
formation & disposal of
private clock collections.

Quality clocks/barometers
Bought & sold.

Telephone 01525 221165
Mobile 07790 000629

E-mail: jbchadburn@lineone.net
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The Village Swan
at Ivinghoe Aston
LU7 9DP – 01525 220544
thevillage.swan@virgin.net

We are pleased to afford you a very warm 
welcome. We offer a choice of 3 regularly 

changing draught beers, a wine menu to suit all 
tastes and a good choice of home prepared meals.
Fish and Chips  Every Thursday 6pm till 9 pm
 Eat in or take-away
Sunday Carvery Every Sunday noon till 3 pm

PRIVATE PARTIES CATERED FOR AT COMPETITIVE RATES

ARC Contract Services Ltd
Painting & Decorating Plastering
Wall & Floor Tiling Door Hanging
Bathroom & Kitchen Installations

20 years experienceAll work guaranteed and fully insuredCall Adrian :  01582 539179     Mobile :  07789730580

WESTROPE BROS.

LAWN MOWER SERVICES
ALL TYPES GARDEN MOWERS SERVICED

THE RYE, EATON BRAY

Tel: Eaton Bray 220587
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Gas Boiler Servicing
Over 35 years experience

Have your boiler serviced by a Gas Safe and 
CORGI registered engineer from £60

Other services available:
Maintenance, repair and installation of all domestic gas 

appliances including L.P.G.
Boiler installations, landlord Safety Certifi cates,

Power fl ushing, pre-purchase surveys and plumbing.

Free Quotes, no call out fee, and free friendly 
advice on all of the above

Edwards Gas &
Heating Services

Eaton Bray

Tel 01525 220626
Email:

stevethegas@orange.net
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DELL’S
WINDOWS

LTD
www.dellswindows.co.uk

UPVC Windows, Doors
and Conservatories
Tel: 01296 662700

Mobile: 07957 386239
Email: dellswindows@btinternet.com

Stuart Ball

Ceramic Wall & Floor
Tiling Specialist

Over 29 yrs Experience

City and Guilds
of London Institute

Tiles supplied or Labour Only

For a reliable service call
your Local Tiler

Eaton Bray 229381

Info 01525 715208 or
facebook.com/jazzercise.
dunstablelutoneatonbray

FREE CLASSWITH AD! 
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Stephen D. 
Janes

(Established in 1982)

CARPENTRY, JOINERY
KITCHENS FITTED

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
TELEPHONE: 01525 220649

+

www.digitaltelly.net

Free CAD 
Design

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Vicar: Coralie McCluskey
The Vicarage, 11 High Street, Eaton Bray - Tel: 01525 220261

Honorary Assistant Priest: Revd John Heffer,   Reader: Gordon Gray (220136)
Church Warden: Catherine Hayden (220527)

Parish Administrator: Elisabeth Ryder (07890 718117)
Web contact: eatonbraychurch@aol.com

There are times in our lives when we struggle against the darkness.  
It may be the death of a partner, child, parent or good friend, or 
possibly depression as the result of overworking, illness, fi nancial 
burden or redundancy.  When the days are dark, the temperature 
plummets and everybody else is getting excited about Christmas or 
escaping to the sun, along comes Advent with the longest night of 
the year and the shortest darkest days.  It’s time to think about the 
saying: “it’s better to light a candle than curse the darkness”.
Advent is about the coming of light in the form of Christ, the Light 
of the world, who comes to transform our darkest days by his presence.  In the church 
we light a new candle every Sunday (beginning this year on December 2nd, Advent 
Sunday)  to remember the patriarchs - people like Abraham, Moses and David, our 
ancestors in faith.  The second week we light a new candle for the prophets - e.g. Elijah, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah - and for all people of vision throughout the ages.  In the third week 
the new candle is for John the Baptist and for us to think about how we make ready for 
the coming of the Lord. The 4th candle is for the Virgin Mary, reminding us of those 
who have changed the world through dedication and self sacrifi ce.  On Christmas Day 
we light the 5th candle as we rejoice that Christ is with us.  After Christmas, on the 6th 
week, we light all the candles and give thanks that Christ has come as the Light of the 
World, to destroy the darkness, to open the way to eternal life for us and for all who are 
seeking the presence of Christ in their lives.  I also light candles myself during Advent 
and if you wander up the vicarage drive in the evening you will see a candle burning 
in my offi ce window.
Looking for a not too thought provoking book for Advent a few years ago I stumbled 
upon Do Nothing, Christmas is Coming by Stephen Cottrell the Bishop of Chelmsford.  
It’s an Advent calendar with a difference, full of sound advice and short practical steps 
that you can take each day to slow down, take time out and enjoy getting ready for 
Christmas. e.g. December 1st
• Prune your Christmas card list.
• At least make sure it’s charity cards you buy.
• Help save the planet and send an email card with a note about which charity the 

money saved has been sent to.
• And with all the time you’ve saved, put your feet up 

for an hour! (© Stephen Cottrell)
I pray that you will have a relaxing, peaceful and love 
fi lled Christmas.

A Letter from Rev’d Coralie
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Services at St Mary’s Church
SUNDAYS : 8.00am  HOLY COMMUNION
  10.00am  PARISH SUNG HOLY COMMUNION
  On Third Sunday of each month:

10.00am –  WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE a shorter, less formal service 
for families. (For anyone wishing to attend a service where Holy 
Communion is offered, there is a Family Communion at 10.30am at All 
Saints’ Church, Dagnall, where visitors are assured of a warm welcome).

WEEK-DAYS: 
 Tuesday: 2.00pm  TOTS (Tots on Tuesdays) (2nd & 4th Tuesdays)
 Wednesday:   10.00am  Holy Communion
  EVERYONE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES

The Carnival is run entirely by volunteers who need 
your help to keep our costs to a minimum. Here 
are some simple ways you may be able to help by 

recycling things that are cluttering up your home.
1. We need to renovate / renew our collection of sign boards. These require sheets of 

ply wood (any thickness of ply) large enough to take A2 sized posters supported 
by batons. So, we need plywood sheets 48cm x 61cm (19” x24”) and 120cm (4ft) 
lengths of 5cm x 2.5cm (2”x1”) baton.

2. The frame tents we use at Carnival are getting rather long in the tooth. Do you 
have a frame tent that you are unlikely ever to use again, that you could donate or 
loan to the Carnival?

If you can help please give me, Gordon Gray, a call on 220136. The Carnival website 
will be updated throughout the year to provide a list of ways in which you could help 
the Carnival Organisers.

Carnival 2013 – How you could help

We invite you to join us for our next Cafe Worship on Sunday December 9th at 10-30am 
which will be led by our good friend the Revd. Andy Melvin. Our Cafe Services are 
an opportunity to worship in a relaxed and informal way and to discuss  the Christian 
message amongst friends.
Our Sunday School continues to thrive with children aged 2 to 13 years.If you would 
like your child to learn more about Jesus and the Christian Faith through fun, games, 
crafts,drama and more then bring them along on Sundays at 10-30am or contact Paul 
Wright on 01525 222986 or Helen Joels on 01525 221584.
Come and join us for the Sunday School Christmas Service: "Sunday School presents..." 
at 10-30 am on December 16th when the young people and Revd. Nigel Wright will 
lead our worship. 
There will be no Saturday Cafe Community during December and January and we 
re-start on Saturday February 9th 2013 serving Light Bites from 11-00am to 1-00pm.
January's Cafe Worship on Sunday January 13th will be led by Richard Armiger and 
February's on Sunday February 10th by Fiona Arscott- Smith. Everyone is Welcome. 

Eaton Bray Methodist Church
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Neil Hodson Associates
BUILDING DESIGNBUILDING DESIGN

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERINGSTRUCTURAL ENGINEERING

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING DESIGN, 
ADVISORY AND DRAWING SERVICES

From plans for domestic extensions 
to multi-storey offi ces, commercial 

buildings and factories.

Structural surveys, site surveying, 
advice on building defects and 

Feasibility Studies

Planning Applications and Building 
Regulation Consents obtained.

24 HIGH ST TRING
Tel 01442 890894 OR
Edlesborough 222462

General Building & Plumbing
(25 years experience)

• Extensions - Loft & Garage 
conversions, roofi ng etc.

• Kitchens & Bathrooms fi tted

• Installer of PVCu guttering, soffi ts 
& fascia boards

• Fencing   • Patios & Block Paving

Tel: 01525 221470
Mobile: 07941 563424

FREE ESTIMATES
• • • 

NO JOB TOO SMALL

N.D.S.
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LUXURY 3 BED, 2 BATH APARTMENT APPROX 1 MILE 
FROM CENTRE OF PUERTO BANUS MARINA, SPAIN. 
45 MINS EASY DRIVING FROM MALAGA AIRPORT.  
ALL MOD CONS INCLUDING AIR-CON, SAT TV, FULLY 
EQUIPPED KITCHEN, SWIMMING POOLS, EXCELLENT 
CLUBHOUSE & TENNIS COURTS. 
MANY GOLF COURSES AND ALL WEATHER BOWLING 
GREENS NEARBY. CLIMATE IDEAL FOR HOLIDAYS 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. RATES £350 - £750.
CALL PETER OR CELIA ON 01525 220173 OR VISIT 
OUR WEBSITE AT  WWW.479LOSNARANJOS.CO.UK.

need a holiday?
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1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout Group Update
All of our three sections Beavers, Cubs and 
Scouts are bursting at the seams with all sections 
full and with waiting lists. We have fully trained 
and experienced leaders across each sections. 

In addition we have Duke of Edinburgh volunteers helping at both 
Beavers & Cubs. The parent rota in each section is enthusiastically 
supported with 2 or 3 parents backing up the Leaders at each and 
every session. Exciting and varied programmes are in place for the 
term giving the children fun & challenging evenings.
The Scouts in particular have had a successful time in the various 
District events and were again winners of the 2011/12 District trophy. They have also 
won the fi rst two events in the 2012/13 competition – the cooking event and the HAT 
challenge – a test of core scouting skills
The Leaders have the fi rst class backing of a full Committee with Chairman, Treasurer 
and Secretary all in place and doing a grand job. We have applied for planning 
permission for a new hut front extension to help the overcrowding both by children 
and resulting equipment. The kitchen and toilets are 50 years old and sadly look like it. 
We are well funded and have money in the bank.
It was therefore with a heavy heart that I advised the Committee at the AGM that I 
would be retiring from both my Cub Leader and Group Scout Leaders roles at the end 
of the summer term 2013. In addition our Scout Troop assistant is also leaving. My 
co-cub leader is stepping up to Scouts to help the Scout Leader.
We are therefore in need of a whole new team of leaders for Cubs and for a new 
Group Scout Leader. The Cub Pack assistant has indicated she will continue which 
gives us the continuity and experience. We 
are looking to recruit a new team now, so 
that we can ensure a seamless transition 
going forward.
I won’t try to con anyone into suggesting 
that its only 1 ½ hours per week – it’s not 
– you get back what you put in. All we 
need are some “young at heart” people 
to step up to the plate so that the young 
people of Edlesborough and Eaton Bray 
can all experience a wonderful Scouting 
adventure, especially as we approach 100 
years of Scouting in the villages next year 
(more details to follow)
Nick Evans
Group Scout Leader (01525 220040)
1st Eaton Bray & Edlesborough Scout 
Group

Cub Leaders Needed

NORTHALL BAPTIST 
CHAPEL

Chapel Lane, Northall
(just beyond the 30 speed limit signs on the 

road towards Leighton Buzzard)
Everyone is welcome to our Sunday 
worship each week between 11am and 
12.30pm including tea/coffee and time to 
talk together.

For more information contact:
John Hazell 01525 218142

Email northallchapel@btinternet.com
There has been a Baptist Chapel in Northall 
for more than 200 years. Today we continue 
to seek to worship God, serve him in our 
daily lives and support and encourage one 
another in the diffi cult and the joyful times.
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Parents of schoolchildren in Buckinghamshire have once again had reason to make 
their voices heard.  
After standing up for the right to continued access to free transport to get pupils to 
their secondary schools, it became clear that the fi ght for fairness had to carry on 
once the bills started arriving for placements on the school bus for the 16 years and 
over students. Parents from all of Buckinghamshire have been receiving invoices 
requiring them to pay amounts of up to £1,100 per pupil, per year in order to secure 
a discretionary place on the buses. Elsewhere in the UK, free transport is provided for 
16+ students. 
Letters of complaints were sent to the county council, asking for information as to how 
the charges were arrived at, why people living less than a mile apart received bills that 
varied by hundreds of pounds and why weren’t we fully consulted about the proposed 
new charging regime in the fi rst place?  
Many parents weren’t aware that this new fi nancial burden was something that would 
be landing on their doorstep in the not too distant future, and are now faced with that 
fact that the decisions on where to send their children to continue their education could 
well be based primarily on whether you could afford the transport fees involved, rather 
than on education or merit.  
A petition has been put in place, and a Facebook group formed, in order to give parents 
somewhere to register their dissatisfaction with how the process has been implemented 
and discuss how we can approach the Local Authority in order we safeguard the rights 
of our children to access the best education available, in the fairest ways possible.  
From this group, the decision was made to take the complaint to the Council via the 
Overview & Scrutiny Committee hearings, stating the case that Buckinghamshire’s 
approach to setting the rules and processes in place simply wasn’t good enough and 
didn’t meet with it being done fairly or with complete clarity. The Committee heard our 
submission on Tuesday, 23rd October at County Hall, and agreed with our argument 
that the whole issue of charging, banding and the inclusion of administration fees 
should be re-looked at and, without any dispute, the Council also agreed to implement 
a review.  
The Cottesloe School as well as other schools in Buckinghamshire, have listened to 
the concerns of parents and included details on their websites and newsletters to help 
inform and pass on information about the situation, for which we would also like to 
thank them.
Join our efforts and keep up to date! 

 To join the Facebook group, search for 
“16 plus School Transport Group” on the Facebook website, 

sign the petition go to
http://www.petitionbuzz.com/petitions/16pluschooltransport

Complaints in writing can be sent to your local MPs, or to Peter Hardy, Cabinet 
Minister for Planning and Transport, Buckinghamshire County Council, County Hall, 
Walton Street, Aylesbury, HP20 1UA.

16 Plus Buckinghamshire School Transport Update
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Please come and visit our friendly village school.   
Phone 01525 220468 or email admin@eba.ec 

 

 
 



35

December 2012 and January 2013
Sun.2nd Dec. 9.00 am Eucharist   
 10.30 am Morning Service
 6.00 pm Evening Service with Holy Communion   
Wed.5th Dec. 7.45 pm Wednesday Get-together, Speaker: Revd Coralie McCluskey
Sun.9th. Dec. 4.00 pm Dagnall Village Carol Service 
Wed.12th Dec. 7.45 pm Quiz Evening 
Sun.16th Dec. 10.30 am Family Communion
 6.00 pm Evening Service
Sun. 23rd Dec. 10.30 am Family Service  
Christmas Day 9.00 am Eucharist   
 10.30 am Family Service
Sun. 30th Dec. 10.30 am Carol Praise
Wed. 2nd Jan. 7.45 pm Wednesday Get-together 
Sun. 6th Jan. 4.00 pm Covenant Service
Wed. 9th Jan. 7.45 pm Wednesday Get-together - Speaker: Revd Neil Drayton
Sun. 13th Jan. 10.30 am Morning Service
               6.00 pm Eucharist   
Wed 16th Jan. 7.45 pm Wednesday Get-together 
Sun. 20th Jan. 10.30 pm Family Communion
 4.00 pm United Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  
  at Eaton Bray Methodist Church  
Wed. 23rd Jan. 7.45 pm  Wednesday Get-together - Speaker: Revd Peter Dudeney
Sun.  27th Jan. 10.30 am  Family Service   
 6.00 pm Eucharist 
Wed.  30th Jan. 7.45 pm Wednesday Get-together
Sun. 3rd Feb. 9.00 am Eucharist   
 10.30 am Morning Service
 6.00 pm Evening Service with Holy Communion  
Sunday School meets each Sunday at 10.30 am except when there is a Family Service.

All Saints’ Church, Dagnall - Services and Meetings

The Rotary Club of Dunstable is collecting adult bikes from the community, which are 
sent to the Bikes 4 Africa hub in Swindon.
The bikes are then sent on to UK prisons for refurbishment and ultimately to the Gambia 
in containers of 300 at a time. Once in the Gambia they are allocated to schools who 
lend them to students that may have as much as ten miles to commute daily to their 
lessons.
The cost of transporting the bikes to the Gambia is met by 
Rotary.  But we need bikes please! So now is the chance to 
clear out your garage / shed.  
If you can help please call Tony Denson of The Rotary Club of 
Dunstable on 01525 221313 

Old Bikes Wanted
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Tickets are now on sale for Emma Johnson’s clarinet recital on Friday, February 1st 
2013 at 7pm at Beechwood Park School, Pickford Road, Markyate, Hertfordshire AL3 
8AW.
Headmaster, Patrick Atkinson notes “It is wonderful that such a leading performer, and 
winner of awards, including BBC Young Musician of the Year, who has been described 
by The Times as ‘Britain’s favourite clarinettist’ is coming to perform at Beechwood 
Park.”        
Emma will be accompanied by pianist John Lenehan in an enticing programme which 
will include works by Mozart, Weber, Schumann and Paul Reade’s award-winning 
Suite for clarinet and piano from The Victorian Kitchen Garden.
Emma Johnson is one of few clarinettists to have established a busy solo career which 
has taken her to major venues around the world.
Tickets for the concert at Beechwood Park cost £15 and £7 (under 18s and full-time 
students) and parking at Beechwood Park, which is stunningly located just outside 
Markyate, 1½ miles along the Pickford Road, is free and plentiful.
The concert is expected to sell out, so to avoid disappointment, please email: l.peck@
beechwoodpark.herts.sch.uk or phone 01582 840333 ext. 4.

Popular Clarinettist, Emma Johnson, Recital at Beechwood Park

On Friday 12th October, the children of Edlesborough School celebrated Harvest with 
a special assembly, which all of the children took part in and which was hosted by our 
Head boy and girl, Josh and Maddie.
The assembly started with the whole school singing ‘Conkers’, which was followed 
by year 2 singing their own Harvest based song. Year 1 then recited in unison a poem 
which they had written themselves. The whole of key stage 1 then sung ‘The sun came 
shining down’ to the rest of the school.
Years 3 / 4 then performed as a year group a thought provoking presentation based on 
the word Harvest, whilst years 5 / 6 shared their research on the wider issues around 
the world about food shortages.
The morning concluded with our Year 6 and a small team of mums, delivering food 
brought into school to the elderly community of Edlesborough and neighbouring 
villages. 

Edlesborough School Celebrates Harvest Time
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Greetings to everyone.
How time fl ies. Halloween and Guy Fawkes will have been a memory when you read 
this report and Christmas is just in sight. We hope everyone enjoyed any plans they 
had for those occasions.
Autumn has arrived and the trees are showing some of their beautiful colours. We are 
lucky to live where we do and be able to enjoy them.
Our luncheon date at The Bridgwater Arms was as good as ever, with tasty dishes, 
good happy company. Thanks to Val for making the arrangements.
Val has also now made arrangements for our Christmas Lunch which is to be at The 
Cock Inn at Wing on December 13th. It is sure to be a happy occasion. We all look 
forward to that.
Unfortunately,.the walking group were again thwarted by the weather and had to 
cancel the walk arranged for October 22nd.
On December 18th at the Coffee Tavern, Coffee, Tea, Sherry and Mince Pies will be 
served. All are welcome.
Have a GOOD, PEACEFUL CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR.
DECEMBER DATES
Thursday 13th Christmas lunch at the Cock Inn, Wing
Tuesday 18th Christmas refreshments Coffee Tavern 10.30am

Edlesbray Leisure Fellowship (ELF)

Dunstable and District Orbit Club held their quiz night on 13th October at Dunstable 
Rugby Club, Houghton Regis. 12 Teams took part and £677.39 was raised for local 
charities. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves, another great quiz!
We meet on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday at the Rugby Club at 8pm. For more information 
about Orbit phone 01525 222441 or visit www.orbitclub.org.uk/dunstable or pop along 
to a meeting, you will receive a warm welcome.
Jill Richards, Publicity Offi cer, Dunstable District Orbit Club

Dunstable & District Orbit Club

What a lovely time we had on the occasion of our birthday dinner. Once again, we 
celebrated our anniversary at Dunstable Downs Golf Club. The evening started with 
our being served a really enjoyable meal, and this was followed by entertainment from 
It Takes Two. This duo comprises of a married couple, Martin & Lynne Smith. Martin 
plays the keyboard and the guitar, and both he and Lynne sing to this accompaniment.
Their music was from the popular 1960s and 1970s era, and what a great time we 
had listening (and joining in) to the old favourites from these days. They covered so 
many well-loved songs, which must have brought back good memories to everyone. 
Numbers such as Top of the World, Annie’s Song, Tie a Yellow Ribbon, Don’t Go 
Breaking my Heart, Sweet Caroline were typical of their repertoire. Martin and Lynne 
ended with the popular Is This The Way to Amarillo?, accompanied by our “energetic” 
singing. What a way to end a really happy evening! Thank you, Martin, Lynne and the 
staff of the Dunstable Downs Golf Club for making our birthday so enjoyable.

Edlesborough W.I.
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Over 60’s
The Over Sixties will be celebrating Christmas on 18th Dec. with the usual sumptuous 
Christmas meal followed by Carols, accompanied by our faithful organist Roy Hand.  
All members of the Over Sixties are welcome. 
In January, at our AGM, we will celebrate our Birthday with songs from the school 
children and a Birthday tea with a quiz to follow. 
The Programme for next year will be distributed at the Xmas lunch.
Dagnall Gardeners’ Society
The trading Hut closed on 25th November 2012 and will re-open on 10th February 
2013.
The society’s AGM will take place on 25th January 2013 in Dagnall Village Hall 
7.30pm. All members welcome.
Community Choir
CONCERT SEASON - SO FAR - SO GOOD
We have certainly had a very busy period with your community Choir performing in 
various Concerts.
The fi rst was at Eaton Bray village Hall where we were pleasantly surprised when 
more people than expected came to hear us sing. Amongst other items, we tackled 
Zadok The Priest and, whilst not scoring a resounding victory we, at least, gave him 
a fright and a bloody nose. However the concert was much enjoyed by both audience 
and choir with good feed-back. We would like to thank all those who came out to 
support us.
We then took part in The Poppy Prom. which now seems to have established itself as 
a popular fi xture in November. 
This was followed by an appearance at The Grove Theatre in the "Dunstable Sings" 
Concert.
As you will see elsewhere in this edition, we will be singing at several Charity 
Christmas events in the area and hope that we see some of you there.
We would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to our long suffering conductor, 
Stuart Harding, and offer our apologies for the occasions when we do not attain 
his high standards but we'll keep working at it. Thanks also go to Joe Leslie, our 
accompanist, for his patience and support. This is also a good opportunity to thank 
all Choir Members for their good humoured enthusiasm and for regularly turning up 
every Monday evening in such numbers and fi lling Dagnall Church with beautiful 
music. 
In January we enter our 4th. year and will be working on new additions to our repertoire. 
So if you would like to come along, now would be a good time, because we will all 
be in the same boat. We should be able to squeeze in a few more. Please contact VAL 
LUMLEY 01442 842214 or GEOFF WARD 01442 843515.
Red Lion News
A Year at the Red Lion
We have now been at the Red Lion for a year and are looking forward to our second 
Christmas at the pub. The year has really fl own by and we have enjoyed meeting new 

Dagnall News
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people and living in Dagnall. Over the year we have had various events such as our 
monthly themed food nights which have been popular - we have more to come in the 
New Year with a Burns Night Supper and a Ghanaian meal cooked by a chef from 
the Novelli Academy. We also had our summer Family Fun Day and hog roast, which 
was a great day for the village, and have held quizzes raising money for local charities 
and the playgroup and school. Over Christmas we will be having carol singing by the 
Morris Men and lighting the fi re and serving mulled wine.
We would like to thank all our customers for their support over the last year and 
especially those coming from the surrounding villages. 
Dagnall School 

remember, remember the 5th of november!
The Year 2 children at Dagnall School collected a bank of words to describe fi reworks 
and then put them into their own poems.

Fireworks
Fireworks fi zz.
Fireworks bang.
Fireworks zoom.
Fireworks crash.
Fireworks whoosh in to the sky
and then they bang.
By Jamie
Fireworks explode like stars.
Fireworks whoosh and go way up high.
Fireworks pop and crackle.
Fireworks fi zz and whizz.
A fi rework rocket whooshes into the sky 
like a shooting star.
By Max

Fireworks bang.
Fireworks zoom in the sky.
Fireworks are pink, red and white.
Fireworks pop.
Fireworks scream.
Fireworks whizz.
Fireworks whoosh.
Fireworks crash.
By Lacey
Fireworks can be orange, red and pink.
Fireworks zoom, crackle and bang!
Fireworks explode in to tiny little pises 
like sparckling stars.
By Tegan

St Mary’s sent out its fi rst Travelling Crib during Advent 2004. 
Now the Travelling Crib is an established feature of December 
in the villages with our Mary and Joseph crib fi gures travelling 
from one house to another until they arrive back in church for 
our popular Candle Services on Christmas Eve.
Each day the family with whom the fi gures spent the previous 
night deliver them to the next recipients. It is an opportunity 
for two families to conduct a brief act of worship together and, 
in many cases, share some simple seasonal refreshments. As 
such it is a way of bringing a little religious focus to the run 
up to Christmas and an opportunity to get to know some other 
people in the villages a little better. 
If you would like to take part in this delightful custom please sign up on the notice 
board in St Mary’s church – the church is open every day so you can call in any time. 
For more information please contact Gordon Gray – 220136.

Th e Travelling Crib 2012
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Including Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall
Parish Council meetings
The Parish Council have set a new precedent of combining the General Purpose 
Committee meeting with the Parish Council meeting and arranging meetings throughout 
the parish, the fi rst of which took place in Northall Village Hall on 18th October which 
was very successful with 11 parishioners in attendance. Due to elections to appoint 
the new Police & Crime Commissioner on 15th November the second Parish Council 
meeting took place at Dagnall Church. Unfortunately due to a hurried change of venue 
this was too late to be put into the November issue of Focus but notices were placed 
on the village notice boards. The Parish Council Meeting on Thursday 20th December 
will be held in Edlesborough Memorial Hall. 
Reports given at the Parish Council meeting by County Councillor Avril Davies and 
District Councillor Chris Poll are contained in the October minutes which will be 
available on the parish website. 
Allotments
There are now currently available a few whole or half allotment plots at The Green, 
Cow Lane, Northall and Dagnall. If anyone is interested in taking on an allotment 
would they please contact the Assistant Clerk – Penny Pataky on 01525 220358 or 
e-mail: assistant.clerk@edlesborough.gov.uk
Litter Bin Stickers
A further supply of litter bin stickers are being distributed to houses in the new 30mph 
and 40mph speed limits to be used on the new blue lid bins.
Public litter bins
Due to complaints that the litter bins around the perimeter of the Green and by the bus 
shelter in Moor End and in Dagnall were overfl owing it has now been agreed with 
AVDC that these will be emptied on a weekly basis. 
Best Kept Village award
The Parish Council are extremely grateful to the Janes family for having very 
kindly exhibited the Cup and Award Certifi cate in their shop window thus giving the 
parishioners a chance to view them and to also look at the pictures of Edlesborough 
both old and new. The cup will be retained by the Parish Council for one year and the 
Award Certifi cate will be put on the wall in the Memorial Hall. 
Memorial Hall
With grateful thanks to the Burghope Trust charity, who have agreed to give a large 
donation to the Parish Council, new chairs will be purchased for the Hall. 
Planning
The retrospective planning application for the building erected in the front garden of 
20 Pebblemoor has been refused. 
Northall VAS
After considerable delay it is anticipated that repairs to the VAS will have been carried 
out by the time this report is read.  The road roundels have now been painted and it 
is expected that the redundant poles etc. left by the change in speed limit locations 
throughout Northall, Dagnall and Edlesborough will be removed shortly. 

Edlesborough Parish Council News
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Thames Valley Police
Parishioners are requested to be very vigilant particularly with the onset of the darker 
evenings as there has been an increase in the number of burglaries throughout the 
parish. If anyone witnesses anything suspicious please immediately phone the police 
on the 101 number and by pressing the number 2 option you will be put straight through 
to Thames Valley Police as it is highly possible that the Police are patrolling nearby 
and able to attend quickly.
Don’t give thieves a chance this Christmas (Advice from Community Safety 
AVDC)
• Assess the security of your home like a burglar would, Christmas is the only time 

of year when we advertise all the goods in our house to such an extent. 
• Make your home appear occupied when you're out at Christmas parties and don't 

leave your home vulnerable – leave a  light on, securely lock doors, windows 
and gates and use your household alarm if you have one. If you return late to 
your property on a regular basis use a light timer switch so your home lights up 
automatically. 

• Don’t leave gifts/boxes on show in your car. It’s an advertisement of quick money 
and quick getaway and is all too tempting for an opportunist thief.

• Before wrapping presents jot down model and serial numbers. Keep receipts 
separate so you have a record and thieves can't return your items to the shop. 

• Don't hide your presents in obvious places like under the bed or in the wardrobe. 
Thieves are less likely to get into the attic.

• Don't put gifts under the tree until Christmas day or make sure you pull your 
blinds or nets so presents aren’t on show. After opening presents put your postcode 
on with a permanent marker to make them harder to sell on and therefore less 
attractive to thieves - they are also more likely to be returned to you by police if 
found. 

• Rip up present boxes, making sure not to leave them in view outside. Empty boxes 
advertise that a house has brand new and valuable contents. 

• Secure your garage or shed as well as your home - they contain the tools a burglar 
requires to gain access to your property. For a copy of our new leafl et on Shed and 
garage security please call 01296 585061.

The Annual Thames Valley Police Award. The Parish Council were delighted to be 
informed that our own PCSO Jackie Dodson has received this award for her services 
to the Police and the public as a whole, a well deserved honour as she is a great asset 
to our parish.
Lin Sargeant – Clerk to Edlesborough Parish Council  -  Tel. 01525 220859
e-mail: parish.council.clerk@edlesborough.gov.uk
Penny Pataky – Manager/Assistant Clerk – contact 
number 01525 229358
e-mail: assistant.clerk@edlesborough.gov.uk
Edlesborough Memorial Hall Booking 
Secretary: Penny Pataky: Tel: 01525 229358
e-mail: assistant.clerk@edlesborough.gov.uk
Website: www.edlesborough.gov.uk

Edlesborough
Parish Council Meetings

3rd Thursday monthly
7.30pm Memorial Hall

 Next Meeting:  20th Dec
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All Saints Dagnall

Christmas 
Coffee 
Morning

Saturday 8th December
10.30 – 12.30 

Bring & Buy, Cake Stall,
Guess the weight of the cake
Greetings Cards, Jewellery, 

Traidcraft
In aid of 2012 Project
Alzheimer’s Society

Dagnall School &
Dagnall Under Fives

Christmas 
Fayre

Saturday 1st December
1pm - 3pm

 Father Christmas
Hand crafted gifts

Books
Raffl e

Chocolate tombola
Mulled wine & mince pies

brik-a-brac

Eaton Bray Methodist Church

COFFEE, 
CRAFTS, & 

CHRISTMAS  
GIFTS 

MORNING
SATURDAY  DECEMBER 1st

10 am to 12 noon

GORDON’S
CHARITY CHRISTMAS 

PUZZLE
Now in its 22 year

Download this year’s
puzzle free from

www.christmaspuzzle.co.uk
Charities supported this year:

RNLI
Handstand Appeal

Dacorum Emergency Night Shelter
Organisation of Ruislip Churches 

Holidays for Youngsters with  
Disabilities

& St Mary’s Church, Eaton Bray
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Highlights of the Meeting Minutes of Eaton Bray Parish Council
Held on Monday 5 November 2012, from 7:30pm at the Coff ee Tavern

A full copy of the minutes for Eaton Bray Parish Council can be found on our website.
Central Beds Representative
Cllr. Mustoe forwarded the following information: 
The two planning applications for the land behind the White Horse Public House have 
been refused, awaiting a decision on the appeal.
Following public consultation and a decision of the council’s Executive in August 
2011, the entitlement for children post 16 has changed.  The Council will provide 
transport for students from families with low income, those with special educational 
needs, medical needs and looked after children.  At statutory school age, 5-16, there 
is a statutory requirement for the Council to provide transport based on distance/road 
safety criteria.  However there is no statutory entitlement to transport post 16 for those 
who do not meet the new eligibility criteria.  Full details can be found on CBC’s 
website:http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/Images/School%20Transport%20
Post%2016%20Policy_tcm6-27756.pdf  
Please note Central Bedfordshire Council’s Christmas & New Year Opening Hours: 
CBC offi ces and services will be open to the public on Monday 24 December, Thursday 
27 December, Friday 28 December and Monday 31 December.  Normal working hours 
will be in place on all of these days (9:00am – 5:30pm)
Inconsiderate Parking – School Lane
Residents are experiencing problems with parents dropping off/collecting their 
children from Eaton Bray Lower School.  Inconsiderate parking has caused many 
residents to have their driveways blocked and unable to leave their properties.  When 
you are taking/collecting children to/from school please consider the residents who 
live in School Lane.
Village Sign
The Parish Council wished to thank all those involved in this project, for the time and 
effort put into fundraising and the very generous donations; which has allowed this 
lovely village sign to be erected in Eaton Bray parish.  Well done to all.
EB Lions/The Rye Ground
As of the Parish Council Meeting on Monday 5th November, no decision has been 
made relating to Planning Application CB/12/01812, The Rye Ground/erection of 
all-weather training pitch/fencing & fl oodlighting. Full details of this application are 
found on the CBC website: http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/PLANTECH/
DCWebPages/acolnetcgi.gov?ACTION=UNWRAP&RIPNAME=Root.PgeResultDe
tail&TheSystemkey=578093.
Bulb Planting
The Parish Council would like to thank all the 
‘Eaton Bray Bloomers’ who gave up their time to 
plant bulbs around the parish, we look forward to a 
wonderful display in the Spring.
Parish Council Website: www.ebpc.co.uk

Eaton Bray Parish Council

Eaton Bray Parish 
Council Meetings

1st Monday of each month
7:30pm The Coffee Tavern

Next Meetings:  Mon 5th Nov
 Mon 7th Jan
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A full copy of the minutes for Eaton Bray Parish Council can be found on our website.
Heidi Head, Parish Clerk & RFO
Email: clerk@ebpc.co.uk - Telephone/Fax: 01525 221464 - Website: www.ebpc.co.uk
Offi ce Hours: Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 09:30-13:30hrs [message can be left on 
answerphone

Sometimes, its the small gestures that have the biggest impact !
The Lions of Eaton Bray & Edlesborough came to realise this when they presented 150 
high viz waistcoats to Eaton Bray Academy just before the half term break and ahead 
of the clock changes. The waistcoats are all embroidered with our club name, the Lions 
logo and a statement –

‘helping to keep me safe’.
The children couldn’t wait to try their waistcoats on.
We were treated to an hour with some of the school pupils and given a guided tour by 
the children who were understandably proud of their school. We certainly hope that 
this small project will have a big impact on our community and would like to thank 
everyone who helped us to raise the funds over the summer months to make this act of 
community service possible.
We are continuing with our monthly free deliveries of fi sh and chips and are building 
up more and more people with every month that goes by. We are delighted with the 
success of this project and would like to thank everyone who is involved, not least the 
people who are behind us in the queue on a Friday evening when we go to collect our 
deliveries. Your patience with us is greatly appreciated. It is also heartening to realise 
how many of you read these articles and are aware of the work we are doing.
Our fi rst bingo night in Dagnall was a success and enjoyed by all who attended. 
The next one will be held on Tuesday 4th December. Doors open at 7pm with bingo 
commencing at 7.30pm.
Dont forget our Christmas Fayre in Edlesborough Hall on 8th December. We are 
open from 10am – 4pm and entry is free. Santa will be with us for the day and you 
will get the opportunity to meet him in his magical grotto. It is just £5.00 per child and 
a gift will be given from Santa with every paid entry to the grotto. There will also be 
plenty of opportunities for pictures.
Mums & Dads, you will love looking around our various craft stalls or perhaps just 
have a coffee and a sweet treat whilst you are with us.
Finally and most importantly, we have been selected to assist Santa on a week of 
sleigh outings around the villages week commencing 10th December. Full details are 
provided from the big man himself in a separate article.
Please do support the Lions in any way you can. All money raised goes back into 
supporting community projects and we know that in the short time since our club’s 
formation, we have made a positive impact lots of people.  The money we raise over 
Christmas will go towards providing Christmas parcels to those who perhaps need it 
the most. If you know of anyone who would benefi t from a small Christmas hamper, 
please do get in touch and lets us have the details.

News from the Lions Den ....
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I would like to start by thanking all of my customers and 
contract accounts for their loyalty and support over the last 
7 years, without them Buds of May would not have been 

the success it is today.  I have met some lovely people from the village and surrounding 
villages in that time, many of which I now class as friends, so thank you.  
After 7 years I had to make a tough decision, family demands and other work 
commitments beckoned and I couldn’t juggle all the balls any longer.  So I am moving 
on and passing the helm to someone else.  I was lucky enough to have such a fantastic 
workforce, Georgia, who unfortunately left to get married and live in Qatar earlier 
this year.   We all miss her but wish her all the very best.  Christine, whom many of 
you know from around the village and church.  A long standing member of staff and a 
dedicated hard worker.  Faye and Wendy two very talented ladies with initiative ideas 
and high aspirations.  They have grown to love Buds of May and the fl oral business so 
much so that they are taking over and will front your new local fl orist ‘Edlesborough 
Flowers’. Without all of these ladies I couldn’t have done it, so a big thank you to them.
Although Buds of May will be no longer, Edlesborough Flowers will take its place and 
continue to provide the high quality service you have all become accustom to.  New 
exciting gifts and a new injection of energy, so I hope you will all join me in wishing 
Faye and Wendy all the very best of luck and wish them every success in their new 
venture.  Please continue to keep it local and support these ladies as you have done me 
over the years, I guarantee you will not be disappointed.

Sam

Farewell from Sam at Buds of May

Many thanks to all the house to house collectors (particularly the new one this year) 
and to all the shops and premises in Eaton Bray who hosted a poppy box. The Eaton 
Bray total for this year is £2296.78 which includes the money for the wreaths that 
we supply from the Royal British Legion. These wreaths are now around the church 
memorials. The amount of cash collected in the boxes this year is very slightly (2.8%) 
down on last year, but understandable. The way that the Remembrancetide dates fell 
this year with Halloween and school half term is the main reason.
The generosity of the people and businesses of Eaton Bray is very heartening, especially 
when money is generally getting so much tighter for all of us – so a big thank you from 
the whole team to everyone who donated to the appeal.
We would also like to thank sincerely Jean Stanley, who has stepped down from 
collecting. Jean and her husband, Keith, ran the appeal for Eaton Bray for a number of 
years before us and Keith sadly passed away earlier this year.
This is all about Eaton Bray because Edlesborough doesn’t have a 
Poppy Appeal organiser! If you live in Edlesborough, are interested 
in supporting the work of the RBL and would like to know what’s 
involved – then please phone us on 221137 and we can explain.
Roger & Helen Wilkinson – Poppy Appeal organisers for Eaton 
Bray.

2012 Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal – Eaton Bray
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Greetings Good Readers of Focus Magazine,
I am delighted to be able to tell you that I have found 
time in my rather hectic schedule to come and visit you 
all ahead of Christmas. I want to be certain that my 
Elves are getting all of the correct gifts ready before I 
set off from my home again on Christmas Eve.
I will be joining the Lions at Edlesborough Village Hall 
on 8th December where I hope I get the opportunity to 
welcome lots of you to my grotto. Its going to be very 
special this year and I have sacks of early Christmas 
gifts for any good children that come to see me.
Rudolp and I will be bringing the sleigh around your 
lovely villages the following week so make sure you 
look out for us.
I will be out, assisted by my friends, the Eaton Bray 
& Edlesborough Lions from 6.30pm until 8pm on the 

following nights....
Dagnall on Monday 10th December

Edlesborough on Tuesday 11th December
The Orchards and Northall Road

in Eaton Bray Thursday 13th December

The Comp and High Street Area on
Friday 14th December

I do hope you can find the time to come out 
and say ‘hello’

Santa
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Healthy bones are essential for a happy and healthy future.  
From our forties bones gradually naturally lose their density.  1 in 2 women and 1 in 5 
men over the age of 50 in the UK will break a bone, mainly due to osteoporosis.  This 
literally means “porous bones” and occurs when the mesh-like structure within the 
bones becomes fragile and breaks occur with minor falls and injuries.  
So what can we do to help ourselves? 
1. Healthy diet – eat a varied diet rich in calcium: dairy products (low fat varieties are 

just as good), tofu and spinach are all good.
2. Calcium absorption can be affected by caffeine and salt and avoid excessive 

amounts of meat and cheese as this can increase the acidity in your body.
3. Vitamin D – we get 90% from the sun but good sources include oily fi sh, cereals 

and margarine.
4. Stop smoking – you are more likely to develop osteoporosis.
5. Be active – bones are stronger when you do at least 5 hours of weight bearing 

exercise a week such as walking, running, golf or tennis.
6. Maintain a healthy weight – carrying too much weight puts a strain on your joints.  

Crash dieting can also increase the risk of osteoporosis.
St Judes Clinic  26 Lake Street  Leighton Buzzard LU7 1RX

 01525 377751   www.stjudesclinic.com
Tips provided by Nicki Lake, Chartered Physiotherapist at St Judes Clinic

Healthy Bones

Edlesborough Flowers
Flowers, Gifts, Jewellery & more...

Formerly Buds of May, Edlesborough Flowers now has new owners, 
a new name and a new look.  As well as providing a wide choice 
of fl oral gifts and tributes (that can be delivered locally, nationally 
and internationally), they have a large stock of fresh, seasonal 
fl owers at great prices for every day. In addition, the shop has 
a beautiful selection of contemporary gifts, including jewellery, 
scarves, handbags, cards, candles, bath products and baby & 
children’s items.
With Christmas coming, wreaths, seasonal gifts and arrangements 
are all available along with a new gift wrapping service.
Edlesborough Flowers is located at 2 High Street, Edlesborough, 
Beds, LU6 2DP and can be contacted on 01525 221920, info@
edlesboroughfl owers.co.uk, www.edlesboroughfl owers.co.uk

Opening hours are Monday to Thursday 9.30am – 4.00pm, 
Fridays 9.30 am - 5.30pm and Saturdays 9.30am - 4.00pm.
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From 1 October, the Equality Act 2010 made age discrimination unlawful 
in the provision of goods and services. This applies to:
• services such as shops, banks and hospitals 
• organisations carrying out a public function such as the prison service 

or tax collection services 
• associations such as sports clubs
There are specifi c exceptions when age discrimination may be allowed. For example 
a trader can offer special discounts for a particular age group, or can offer holidays 
exclusively for people over 50. A private club, association or charity can still cater for 
a particular age group, such as a club for pensioners or a youth club.
Age discrimination is also still lawful in cases of positive action and where a policy or 
practice can be justifi ed as a way of meeting a ‘legitimate aim’ that is socially positive 
or in the public interest.
For more information contact the Citizens Advice Bureau, Grove House, High Street 
North, Dunstable. Tel: 01582 670003. Would you like to join our volunteers?  Please 
contact the above number for more information on volunteering opportunities at 
Dunstable Bureau.

Age Discrimination against the Law

I am sure that most of you will have noticed that we started the enlarging and 
resurfacing of the car park back in August. And as you may have noticed it has not yet 
been fi nished, although you most certainly can park!
We must apologise to users, but we have had a small difference of opinion with the 
main contractor regarding the specifi cation of the fi nished job and our architect is 
dealing with the problem. We are hoping that the job will be fi nished very soon.
I would point out, that we have created a width restriction at the entrance to the 
carpark and will be erecting signs at the entrance to remind drivers. Fear not, it is wide 
enough for even the largest car and light commercial vehicle, but is designed to keep 
heavy commercial vehicles out of the car park, which have been the main cause of the 
potholes that appeared in the past.
On a happier note our Quiz, which will have taken place on the 17th November, is 
again sold out and my apologies to those who we couldn’t fi nd room for, but be assured 
you are fi rst on the list for the next Quiz which is on April 13th.
The next event after that will be the 10th Eaton Bray Beer Festival which as usual, 
will be in the Hall on Friday 31st May and Saturday 1st June 2013.
As this is the 10th, we are getting a little more (actually a lot more) excited and 
planning a lot of extras to make it the best ever.
Again, may I thank all the villagers who have supported the hall over the last year either 
by running events, attending events or supporting hall trustees in their fundraising. We 
really appreciate the support we receive.
May we wish you all a very Happy Christmas and above all a Healthy New Year.
For any further information please contact Ross on 221411.

Village Hall Car Park



50

Sheplegh Court
Nr Dartmouth, South Devon
Lovely two bedroomed apartment in 
country house set in 30 acres of gardens, 
woods and parkland. Facilities available 
include:
• Heated outdoor swimming pool with 

sun terrace and barbecue area (summer 
only)

• Conservatory overlooking the gardens 
and parklands

• All weather tennis court.
• Snooker room with full size table
• Small indoor pool, jacuzzi and sauna
Secluded position on outskirts of award 
winning village yet within 3 miles of 
beaches and Dartmouth Golf and Country 
Club. Available for weekly letting or for 
three plus days out of season.
For further details please telephone 

01525 220957 evenings and weekends

Some comments from our recent Ofsted report:

Children are consistently offered a stimulating range of activities and 
opportunities which enable them to make good progress towards the 

Early Learning Goals.
Staff have a good understanding of creating a safe and welcoming 

environment . . .
Staff support children well and encourage them to be active in their 

learning and to think critically.
We are a committee run playgroup operating fi ve mornings a week 9:15 – 

12:15 for children aged 2½ to school age.
If you would like to fi nd out if your child would be happy here, 

please phone our Playgroup Leader, Ann Tobin on 07816 358 342.
www.dagnallunderfi ves.co.uk



51

GRASS ROOTS
GARDEN MAINTENANCE
TREE SURGERY, HEDGE PRUNING, 

SELECTION SUPPLY AND PLANTING OF 
TREES, SHRUBS AND HEDGES.

REGULAR MAINTENANCE/ONE-OFF JOBS
(Fully insured)

Brian McMahon NCH (Arb)
01525 221960

Moren Associates Limited
Virtual administrative support to 
businesses & private individuals

Word processing
Spreadsheets

Desktop publishing
Presentations

Typing
and more...

Tel: 01525 229695
Email: enquiries@morenassociates.co.uk

www.morenassociates.co.uk

Rose Cottage

Interiors

Jane Euston

Tel: 01525 221034 | 07970 042 056

Handmade Curtain Specialist

Soft furnishings • Swags & Tails
Pelmets • Valances • Tie-Backs 
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From Another World
Madcap schemes, like mushrooms, must fl ourish during autumn.   We’ve recently seen 
two, each involving a 4-runway Luton (instead of Boris Island or a third runway at 
Heathrow), from outfi ts anxious to register their presence with the Davies Commission 
which is examining the UK need for capacity at a “hub” airport.  Both would have 
levelled Luton Hoo and required Stansted to close (to release airspace); one would 
have required a sort-of motorway linking the M1 and the A1(M), the other involved a 
driverless railway linking the West Coast main line at Tring, across the Chilterns Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty to the new airport, and then onwards to the East Coast 
Main Line at Stevenage.
Not for local communities: and not, it seems, for the owner the current airport, whose 
spokesperson said “We don’t think these plans are workable….. while we recognise the 
need for a UK hub airport to be located in the South-East, neither this site’s topography 
nor the current airport is suited to the requirement”.   We were interviewed by Three 
Counties Radio and Look East when the fi rst scheme hit the news -  we were somewhat 
critical (and wondered, on-air, if the date had somehow slipped to 1st. April).
What IS annoying is that these various efforts to drum up business or to attract the 
attention of the Davies Commission spread a generalised “planning blight” over tens 
of thousands of residents.  But let’s be thankful for small mercies: three whole weeks 
have gone by without yet another popping up from among the fallen leaves.
Closer To The Real World
The airport operators’ informal consultation has ended and we can expect to see a 
planning application to be lodged with Luton Borough Council on 19th. November.  It 
remains to be seen whether the Council, as it should, immediately refer the application 
to the Planning Inspectorate as a Nationally Signifi cant Infrastructure Project (NSIP), 
as we have already told Luton Borough Council that it is, though in disguise. As we’ve 
stated previously, the “additional capacity of at least 10 million passengers per year 
(Mppa)” rule applies – the operators themselves declare in their Master Plan that 
“While the runway could, in theory, accommodate a larger airport than we plan, this 
could not be delivered within the existing airport boundaries in a manner that would 
provide a satisfactory level of customer service”.   We’re all ready to urge The Minister 
(Eric Pickles), our local MPs and the Local Government Ombudsman to call-in the 
application if Luton Borough Council tries to determine it themselves.
It would be all too easy to adopt “no expansion” position over expansion at Luton, 
but that would be unrealistic: it’s all too plain from what appears in the media that 
Government has swallowed the “aviation must expand or the UK will go bust” story, 
especially where airports in the south-east is concerned.  We’re now considering what 
minimum set of “conditions” should be attached to any permission 
to expand so as to ensure that surrounding communities are not 
obliged to suffer any greater levels of disturbance.  All ideas on this 
subject will be welcome: “no fl ights between 23.30 and 07.00” is 
one very popular candidate but we know the airport will fi ght that 
tooth and nail. 

London Luton Airport Latest
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 Monday - Friday Morning 9 am - 12pm
 Monday - Friday Lunch Club 12 -12.30pm
 Monday - Friday Afternoon     12 - 3pm
We are delighted that after over 15 years operating from Edlesborough Memorial Hall, 
we will be relocating to a brand new preschool room at Edlesborough School from 
September 2012 where we will be able to offer a wider range of activities, a larger outdoor 
play area, extended opening hours from 9am to 3pm every week day (including lunch 
clubs) and a seamless transition to school.  We are very excited to have been awarded a 
generous grant from AVDC Community Chest awards to equip our new preschool and 
our dedicated team of trained preschool staff are looking forward to welcoming new 
children to learn and develop through play at our wonderful new facility.
If you would like to pop in for a look around, please phone Tina McKay on 07854 
939226 between 9am - 12 noon, to arrange an appointment. A warm welcome 
awaits you.

For registration details, please phone Angela Paine on 01525 229529
“We are an Equal Opportunities Employer”     www.edlesboroughunder5s.org.uk
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Mick and Denise Garrod
Proprietors

Offer your pet a fully licensed Dog
and Cat boarding service

Purpose-built Dog kennels

Individual Cat chalets with
outdoor exercise runs

All in pleasant country surroundings

WELLHEAD BUNGALOWS,
TRING ROAD,
DUNSTABLE,
BEDS LU6 2JU
TELEPHONE:
(01582) 665343

JMC PEST CONTROL
Very competitive rates. Fast effi cient service.
Wasps Ants Fleas Cockroaches Flies Rats Mice

Professional, discreet service.
Contracts welcome

 Tel/fax: 01582 - 471766
 Mobile:  07973 - 407027

jmcspringbank@aol.com

Fencing Panels • Blockpaving • Paths
Shingle Drives • Slabs • Paving

Steps • Gardenwalls • New Patios 
Relaying • Soak Aways • Drainage

Free estimates or advice • References
www.gandjgroundwork.co.uk

Ring Garry
01582 477568
07949 118011
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DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL, CLEAN AND RELIABLE SERVICE,
 FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY ADVICE

* Plastering & Coving
* Floor Screeding

* Pebbledashing & Rendering
* Dry Lining

* Cornices & Mouldings
* Insurance Work Undertaken

CALL NICK CONWAY ON

Mobile: 07751 830716
Tel: 01296 688981

6 Cotes Way, Wing, LU7 ORB

VANSAR BLINDSMake your house a home today with a fantastic range ofBlinds and AwningsVenetian, Roman, Roller, Vertical, Wooden, Perfect Fit, Pleated,Blackout, Conservatory Blinds & Awnings.
Free quotations & measuring in the comfort of

your home or workplaceAll made to measureFrom a Family Run Business with over 27 years experienceFor a Friendly & Reliable Service
Call us today on 01525 220477

Or email sales@vansarblinds.co.ukwww.vansarblinds.co.uk
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CHRISTMAS TREES
FRESH FROM THE FARM

Top Quality Christmas Trees
Direct From The Grower

We are situated on the B4506
between Ringshall and Dagnall

Look out for the
Giant Father Christmas

GI Rogers & Son

Tel: 01442 842299
* winner of the best spruce 2009 *

£2 OFF ANY TREE WITH THIS ADVERT
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Jenny Hewett hosted today’s meeting in Deirdrea’s absence and handed out birthday 
cards for Judy Venn, Joan Calder and Gladys Deamer who was celebrating a very 
special birthday. Mission to Seafarers had acknowledged and thanked the Guild for 
their latest cheque for £200 in memory of Tom Heffer. Devotions were led by Christine.
Jenny commented on the cost of heating the Church during the winter months and three 
options were discussed to raise extra funds to donate to the Church but no decision on 
which option to use will be made without further thought and consultation.
Jenny introduced Dr. John Noakes who was giving a presentation on a visit he and 
his wife made to Jordan with the Alpine Garden Centre.  John started the presentation 
with a very interesting talk on the history of Jordan.  Their journey started at Ma’daba 
showing slides of Roman and Greek architecture a mosaic map and  many colourful 
pictures of fl owers that were growing 
despite the ground being sandy, very 
dry and rocky  to name a few species - 
ranunculas, asiaticus, lots of varieties of 
orchids, scilla, silene behen, and gladiolus.  
Goats were also shown wandering on the 
hillsides, not too popular as they eat the 
fl owers!  Their journey continued to Jerash 
where Jordan’s national fl ower the black 
iris was found and a slide of Hadrians Gate 
was shown;  as they travelled on views 
of  the Dead Sea, Wadi Dana and Petra a 
city carved into the mountains (a world 
heritage site) were shown.
Joan thanked John for the very interesting 
and colourful presentation.
Social time followed with a rendition of 
Happy Birthday to Gladys and a reminder 
that the next meeting on 12th December is 
a Christmas celebration, entertainment by 
members and a bring and share tea.
After enjoying refreshments the raffl e was 
drawn and members made their way home.

St. Mary’s Ladies Guild Eaton Bray

Community Car Service for Dagnall, Northall and Edlesborough
I would like to wish our volunteer drivers a wonderful Christmas and a very Happy New 
Year.  Thank you also for providing such a wonderful service to our local community. 
If you would like to book a trip with Community Transport please call Peter on 01442 
842506 or would like to fi nd out more about becoming a volunteer driver 
for EDaN please give me a call on 01442 842796 or 0779 0537032. 
Kathy Bovington, On behalf of the EDaN Community Transport Team
EDaN – helping in the local community

EDaN Buses & Transportation

The Bedfordshire Area Group of 
The Association of 16mm Narrow 

Gauge Modellers Presents

Steam in Beds 2012
A Large Scale Narrow Gauge 

Model Railway Show 
Featuring Narrow Gauge 

Layouts running 16mm Live Steam 
Locomotives. Trade Support 

from Specialist Suppliers

Saturday 1 December
10.00am to 4.30pm

Adults £4.00
Accompanied Children under 16 

Free

Venue
Eaton Bray Village Hall
Church Lane, Eaton Bray

Nr. Dunstable, LU6 2DJ
Refreshments available all Day
For full details see our web site

www.bag16mm.org.uk
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For a quality job
at a good price

Call Marc Flack
Eaton Bray 223166

All work guaranteed 
and local references 

are available

·  Chartered Physiotherapists

·  Chiropody & Podiatry

·  Massage

·  Acupuncture

·  Pilates

·  Pregnancy care

26 Lake Street, Leighton Buzzard
Bedfordshire LU7 1RX
www.stjudesclinic.com

enquiries@stjudesclinic.com

S M Reilly & SonS M Reilly & Son Ltd Ltd
General Builders & General Builders & 

ContractorsContractors
Turning Your House intoTurning Your House into

a Home Since 1987a Home Since 1987

All aspects of the building
trade undertaken

*Extensions*Hard Landscaping*
*Windows, Doors & Conservatories*
*Fitting of Aluminium Bi-fold Doors*

*Kitchen & Bathrooms*Drives*
*Loft Conversions*

01525 221740
07970 637511

J. Hughes & Son
Groundworks and Civil Engineering

Foundations • Excavations • Driveways
Drainage • Kerbwork • Roads • Car Parks

Block paving • Tarmacadam
Local Authority approved • 30 years 

experience • All work guaranteed
Mobile: 07843 307428
Offi ce:  01582 477761
Email:  jhughes45@talktalk.net

ALAN BOULT
(Light Haulage)

   TRANSPORT  COLLECTION
DELIVERY SERVICE 

SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS
REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

Tel: 01296 427182
Mobile: 07770 237745

Email: boult586@btinternet.com
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PRESSURE WASHING
-  Block Paving & Pattern 
   Imprinted Concrete (PIC)
   Refurbished
-  Driveways / Patios / Paths
-  Roofs (Latest safety 
   System)
-  Walls / Fences 
-  Graffi ti / Chewing gum  
   Removal

EXTERIOR CLEANING
- Conservatories – Hand cleaned   
  & rinsed with Purifi ed water  
- Litter / leaf collection
- Guttering Vacuumed 
- Fascias & Soffi ts cleaned

INTERIOR CLEANING
- Conservatories hand cleaned
- Carpets & Upholstery
- Hard fl oors Refurbished 

0800 298 5883
www.greatoutdoorsandin.co.uk

37 Oldhill, SW Dunstable

D & E HINES
High-Class Butchers

Quality Beef, Pork & Lamb
Grade A Poultry

BBQ & Sausage Speciality
Renowned for ‘Bunkers Sausages’

Telephone: 01525 220413
98 High Street, Eaton Bray
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Dagnall School 
A Buckinghamshire co-educational school 

For 4-7 year olds 
 

 
Parental quote from Ofsted March 2011 – We are delighted with the Headteacher, 
governing body and staff, they really care about our children.  The school is the heart 

of our community. 
Ofsted March 2011 
This is a good school.  It has several outstanding features, particularly the pastoral 
care, guidance and support it offers its pupils and the excellent links it has with the 
community. 
Pupils are confident, very happy at school and curious to learn. 
Consistently good teaching and a well planned curriculum, enriched with a wide range 
of extra-curricular activities, contribute to pupils’ good achievement.  Behaviour is 
impeccable.  
  
Dagnall School offers 

 small classes 
 a broad and interesting curriculum 
 a wide range of extra curricular opportunities  
 excellent care and support 
 a school that has excellent community links 

  
Does this sound like the kind of school you would like your child to attend?  Then come 

and visit us and meet our lovely children and dedicated staff.                    
       

        Website:  www.dagnall.bucks.sch.uk    E-mail:    office@dagnall.bucks.sch.uk      Tel & Fax: 01442 842473   
 

  

          

Leadership in the Community 

2005 

Swan Awards                 
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Fairway Travel
Taxi & Airport Services

Peter J Dixon
Chauffeur Service

7 days a week
Call for free quotation
Mobile: 07951 831905
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Barb Carpets Ltd
Flooring at its very best

----ESTABLISHED 1976----

Domestic & commercial
Samples to Home or Site

Carpets - Vinyls - Floor levelling
Karndean tiles - Carpet tiles

Guild of Master Craftsmen
A fl ooring company built 
on reputation over 30yrs

Call: Dave on 07850 601007
Chris on 07702 601007

Offi ce on 01582 601007
Or fi nd us @

www.barbcarpets.co.uk

Large Hall with Partition

Meeting Room

Full Stage with Lighting

Modern Kitchen

Large Car Park

Suitable for all

events including:

Wedding Receptions

Parties for all Ages

Fund Raising (can seat 175)

Keep Fit

Stage Productions

For further details ring:

01525 222831

07975 797202

Eaton Bray 
Village Hall
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Local Hypnotherapist
& Psychotherapist

Why not try hypnotherapy for help with:
• Anxiety & Panic Attacks
• Depression
• Phobias & Fears
• Exam, Test & Performance Nerves
• Insomnia
• Stress
• Confidence & Self-esteem
• IBS
• Relaxation
• Smoking Cessation
• Weight Management
• Addictions 
• Many other areas !

Please call Deborah Pearce 
for advice or to make an appointment. 

Tel: 01525 220480
 www.debbiepearce.co.uk

GQHP General Hypnotherapy Register, Reg 4025
AdvDipH (Advanced Diploma Hypnotherapy).

ROBIN DONESROBIN DONES
Plumbing & HeatingPlumbing & Heating

Boiler ChangesBoiler Changes
RadiatorsRadiators

Hot Water CylindersHot Water Cylinders
Pumps and ControlsPumps and Controls

ShowersShowers
Bathroom SuitesBathroom Suites

Cooker InstallationCooker Installation
Washing MachinesWashing Machines

Blocked DrainsBlocked Drains
Full Plumbing ServiceFull Plumbing Service

07721 62588707721 625887
01525 22105201525 221052
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Complete Canine & LawesPaws
A ONE-STOP-SHOP FOR ALL THINGS CANINE

If we don’t stock it – tell us and we will!

Internet site and showroom – we stock Canine training 
equipment, gifts and lots of great products to suit your 

doggie needs.
We also offer qualifi ed, onsite canine advice & equipment fi tting.

Website: www.completecanine.co.uk
Show Room: Unit 7b, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton Rd, Edlesborough. LU6 2ES

Call Clare or Vicky on 07854102669 or 07765287176 or 01525221953

Puppy Training Courses, Kennel Club Good Citizen Awards
Obedience Training and Real-life Situational Training

Pre-puppy ownership advice, New Puppy Initial
Care and Training

Correction of Unwanted Behaviours
For advice and information contact:

Vicky Lawes MCFBA, MGoDT.  Canine Behaviour Practitioner and Trainer
Mobile: 07765 287176. Website: www.lawespaws.co.uk  Email: Vicky@lawespaws.co.uk
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Dagnall 
Christmas 

Bingo
In memory of Basil Thorne

Wednesday 5 December
7.30pm for 8pm start
 Dagnall Village Hall

Bring Your Own Party Food - please 
bring a plate of sweet or savoury or 

drink of your choice for the table
 Raffl e

 Any enquiries please phone Sheila on 
01442 842404

Proceeds to Dagnall Village Hall

Advent Advent 
Door Door Wreath Wreath 

DemonstrationDemonstration
Dagnall Village HallDagnall Village Hall

7.30 pm7.30 pm
Wednesday 19 DecemberWednesday 19 December

£15.00£15.00
Come along for a bit of fun, and make Come along for a bit of fun, and make 
your own Advent Wreath for your front your own Advent Wreath for your front 

door. Please bring with you scissors, door. Please bring with you scissors, 
any holly/ivy/fi r you may have in your any holly/ivy/fi r you may have in your 

gardens (some greenery will be provided, gardens (some greenery will be provided, 
but it's always good to share). Feel free but it's always good to share). Feel free 
to bring a bottle if you wish. To register to bring a bottle if you wish. To register 

your interest please contact your interest please contact 
valemkj52@valemkj52.plus.com.valemkj52@valemkj52.plus.com.
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Dog Walking and Pet
Si   ng Services

From £6.00
Call Trudy

07756930814

For a Sunday afternoon with a difference - come to

320 Camp Road, St Albans AL1 5PE    Next to Camp School

Enjoy listening to our Belgian dance organs, pianolas, musical boxes
and mechanical violin and piano - all playing for your pleasure

Our Sunday shows are on 2nd & 4th Sunday of every month and run from 2 to 4.30pm. 
Surprise surprise - there’s a FREE cup of tea!

We have monthly Saturday evening concerts with top organists playing our two theatre
organs and occasional silent fi lm evenings with live accompaniment on our

Mighty Wurlitzer
Accompanied children free

Private party bookings by arrangement

For further information or concert dates visit our web site at
www.stalbansorgantheatre.org.uk

A registered Charitable Trust No. 276072

A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU!

MAN & VAN
- 7.5 & 3.5  Tonne vehicles
- Removals, collecƟ ons & deliveries
- Friendly, reliable, local company

Call Peter on 07970 723884
01525 221385

www.VanGoUK.com
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RD ELECTRICAL
Specialising in all types of Electrical and Air

Conditioning installations including:
  Inspection and Testing  Re-wires

  Garden and security  Specialist lighting – 
  lighting  bespoke designs

  Energy effi cient lighting   Kitchen and Bathroom  
    specialist

Air conditioning throughout your home
All work guaranteed.

Call Richard on:
01525 221475
07932 759680

For a no obligation quote

Awnings

Screens

Parasols

Permanent Gazebo’s

Lean-to-Canopies

Carports

Gates & Railings Wooden & Steel

Custom built Garden shelters

All types of Fencing/Decking & Patio
work undertaken

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Call for a FREE sight survey

Contact: Andy Swain 01582 665096
www.sasshelters.co.uk

SHELTERS

& AWNINGS
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By kind permission of Samuel French, Front Row presents

Steel
Magnolias

Thursday – Saturday 21 – 23 February 2013
Eaton Bray Hall

Hilarious and touching, this play is set in a beauty parlour somewhere in 
Louisiana, USA.  Through four scenes spanning three years, the ladies 
engage in small-town gossip, running the gamut of the birth, marriage 
and death cycle.  Through laughter and tears the deep strength and 

purposefulness underlying the antic banter of the characters is ultimately 
revealed.

Box offi ce 01525 222283, opens in January

On Sunday 14th October, 
at St Mary's Church, 
Coralie was instituted 
as our Vicar - until now 
she has been our Priest-
in Charge. It was a 
service in which nearly 
100 people ranging in 
age from 93 years to 
6 weeks participated 
and which combined 
the legal formalities of 
the Church of England 
with a joyful family 
celebration! 

Left to right: Revd Canon John Payne-Cook, Acting Archdeacon, Bishop Richard 
of Bedford, Coralie, and Revd Ruth Pyke who represented the Bishop of St Albans. 

Photo by Eileen Bennett

Coralie



73

Installation of Seats, Saturday 27th October 2012
A work party from the combined 
forces of Edlesborough 
Parish Council and the EDaN 
Beautifi cation Team installed 
2 teak benches in Northall’s 
‘amenity land’ garden, which 
lies behind the village sign 
unveiled by John Bercow MP a 
year ago.  Local resident, Roger 
Moffat (Sway) is remembered in 
this garden; he lost his life in a 
tragic road accident last year near 
here and The Swan in Northall 
contributed to the purchase 
of the benches with a collection at the pub.  We hope local residents, walkers and 

cyclists will enjoy a rest in 
our garden and look forward 
to our wild fl ower meadow 
blooming next summer.  We are 
grateful to AVDC for their help 
in the creation of the garden 
and helping with some of its 
continuing maintenance.  

Knolls View Amenity Land, Northall
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MJ Security Systems
Contact Us For More Information
Unit 4, Arianne Business Centre, 
Blackburn Road, 
Townsend Industrial Estate, 
Houghton Regis,
Bedfordshire, 
LU5 5DZ

T: 0800 0856126
E: info@mjsecurity.co.uk
W: www.mjsecurity.co.uk

Please call for a free quotation
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22 CHILTERN AVE

EDLESBOROUGH

LU6 2HY

07528160009

                          07773981362

     cmm321@hotmail.co.uk

• BOILER SERVICING, REPAIRS, AND INSTALLATIONS
• COMPLETE GAS CENTRAL HEATING INSTALLATIONS
• GAS HOB AND COOKER INSTALLATIONS
• CENTRAL HEATING DIAGNOSTICS AND REPAIRS
• LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES
• POWER FLUSHING
• BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
• WASHING MACHINE AND DISHWASHER INSTALLATIONS
• BLOCKED DRAINS
• GENERAL PLUMBING INSTALLATIONS AND REPAIRS
• SHOWER PUMP INSTALLATIONS AND REPAIRS

CALL CHRIS YOUR LOCAL HEATING, PLUMBING, AND GAS 
ENGINEER FOR FREE ADVICE AND FREE QUOTATIONS.

WE ARE A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS WITH OVER 10 
YEARS EXPERIENCE. 

COMPETITIVE PRICES WITHOUT 
COMPROMISING QUALITY. 

CMM  HEATING  &  PLUMBINGCMM  HEATING  &  PLUMBING
QUALITY AND RELIABILITY ASQUALITY AND RELIABILITY AS

STANDARDSTANDARD
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A day and weekly boarding school for girls and boys aged 4 to 13 years
with a Montessori nursery department near by at Little Cheverells
Open mornings in 2012: 10th February, 1st June, 19th October

Please do come and visit
Beechwood Park School   Markyate   Hertfordshire   AL3 8AW
Telephone: 01582 840333
Email: admissions@beechwoodpark.herts.sch.uk

www.beechwoodpark.herts.sch.uk
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Welcome to Aurora.  
Our aim is to ensure that 

every client is treated to more 
than just a haircut - time to 

relax, unwind and be treated 
to superlative hairdressing 
and exceptional customer 

service in a cutting-edge and 
inspirational environment.  

Aurora - a great experience!
We look forward to 

welcoming you.
3 Summerleys, Edlesborough. LU6 2HR
150 Westfield Road, Dunstable. LU6 1DL

The 
Gentleman 
Gardener

Let your local RHS qualifi ed 
gardener make your garden 

beauƟ ful, from simple 
garden maintenance to total 

redesign of your garden.

Please call Barry on
01525-222451 or 

07541196384
to pop round for a free chat.

BUILDING PLANS DRAWN FOR 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

Looking to extend your property? Call:  
EB CAD SERVICES 

Computer aided design (CAD) drawing service  
We provide: Site surveys, Building plans & 

Planning application submissions 
Call Emma Brace : 07974 536 658  

www.ebcad.co.uk     22 School Lane, Eaton Bray 
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T:  01525 234120     
M:  07807 973871 

G.N.C Wall & Floor Tiling 

Covering all aspects of tiling from 
Natural Stone & Porcelain to ceramics 

 

gnctiling@hotmail.com 

 

Providing assurance & attendance through to 
completion of works 

For a free full & comprehensive quotation 
please call Colin Bell 

07725 033017 
01525 222094 

WE URGENTLY REQUIRE 
PROPERTIES TO RENT OR 

SELL IN YOUR VILLAGE
Established for over 25 years,
with a very experienced and

professional team of staff 
Discounted rates for Selling, Leƫ  ng,

and Property Management
For a free, no obligaƟ on, market

appraisal of your home call us on:
Sales:   01525 377733

Le   ngs:   01525 371997
www.mandmproper  es.co.uk

UNIQUE FURNISHINGS

Unit 8    Hockcliffe Business Park

Watling Street Hockcliffe LU7 9NB

TEL:  01525 211117 
www.mijanou.co.uk

MADE TO MEASURE FURNITURE
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Dark evenings. Dark mornings.
Christmas is “Just around the corner”.
An artist painted a winter scene - snow blanketed the ground and the pine trees in the 
background. It was eventide and in the semi-darkness a log cabin was barely visible. 
A gloomy atmosphere pervaded the canvas. Yet in the window of the cabin a candle 
burned. That single light created a feeling of warmth and love and security.
When Jesus was born in the stable on that dark winter’s night a light came into this 
world. In later life he declared, “I am the light of the world.” The apostle John said, “In 
Him was life, and this life brought light to mankind.”  John 1.V.4
When you light your Christmas candles think about what it is that you are celebrating:
Count not the presents under the tree
Nor the fairy lights that make it bright,
Count not the stars in the midnight sky
Nor the moonbeams that shed their light,
But count the blessings; that Christmas 
brings
Of love and joy and charity,
The birth of Jesus, the King of Kings,
Christ’s love that has no parity.
Now as the lovely Christmas rose
Flowers in the winter sun,
And we gather holly and mistletoe
To prepare for the festive fun.
Walk out beneath that midnight sky,
Look up and you will see
The Star of Bethlehem still shining there
With God’s gift of life for eternity...    B.M.
May God bring His love to you all, enjoy 
this festive season. Look forward to a 
happy and healthy New Year.
  from Maureen......

Salvation Sound - December 2012

The Salvation Army,
Booth Place - Weekly Activities
Sunday
Footprints (Sunday School) 9.45-10.45am
Morning Worship 11.00am
Songs of Praise 4.00pm
3rd Sunday of the month May to December
Monday (term time)
Champions Challenge Club
(Ages 5-10 years) 5.30-6.30pm

Tuesday
Coffee Morning
(alternate weeks) 10.00-11.30am

Music practices (all welcome) 7.30-9.00pm
Wednesday
Home League 
(Ladies Mtg but all welcome)  2.30-3.30pm

Thursday
Parent and Toddler Group
(Term time) 9.30-11.30am

Ladies Fellowship 
(Last week of month) 7.45pm

For further details please contact Captain 
Jenny Dibsdall 
T:01525 221156/07717 813682
E: jenny.dibsdall@salvationarmy.org.uk
W: www.salvationarmy.org.uk/eatonbrayEaton Bray Village Hall 100 Club 

Winners November 2012
27 Neil Cartwright £100
175 Anita Johnson  £25
199 Jan Blundell  £25
9 Angel Marks  £25
Drawn on 9 November 2012 at Eaton Bray 
Academy. Please direct any correspondence 
to Ross Bagni 71 Bower Lane Eaton Bray, 
Bedfordshire LU6 1RB Telephone: 01525 
221411.

Eaton Bray Cricket Club 100
Club Winners November 2012

£100 E Fountain     124
£25    C Campbell   70
£10   B Scott          44
£20 J Knaggs       20
Eaton Bray Cricket Club is kindly 
sponsored by F.A. Hawkins Transport 
Ltd & M&M Properties 
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 Weather Conditions for October 2012
It seems I am repeating myself again as October was yet another wet month with rain 
recorded on 29 days. Total rainfall was 103.2 mm (4.63 inches) — twice the fi ve year 
average. It was a cooler month, completely different from October last year which was 
a dry and warmer month with only 26.6mm (1.05 inches) of rain.
During the month various weather systems travelled over the UK bringing low pressure 
cloud and rain. In the plot below I have tried to show this, and you can see the spikes 
where the barometer drops and the resulting rain.
The Dagnall weather station can now bring you weather data 24 hours a day updated 
every 15 mins via the web: http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/dagnallweather and http://bit.ly/
weather_dagnall 
If anyone has a question, comment or wishes to contact me please email: davidgkillick@
tiscali.co.uk or 01442 843883 

Elevation: 450 ft - Latitude: 51° 50’ 13” North - Longitude: 0° 33’ 34” West

October 2012
Plots shows the low pressure and Rain days

Dagnall Weather Station (AONB)
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Th e Help by Kathryn Stockett
"The Help" was recently short listed for the Orange Prize and has also been made 
into an award winning fi lm. The author, Kathryn Stockett, has used her experiences 
as a child in 1960's Mississippi as a basis for her novel and her heroine, Skeeter, as a 
vehicle for her own thoughts and observations of that time.
The story is told in the voices of three women. Two black maids, Minnie and Aibileen 
and a white girl, Eugenia Phelan, known as Skeeter. Returning home to Jackson after 
graduation, Skeeter begins to question many of the things she took for granted during 
her childhood. To her mother's horror she has aspirations to become a writer and not 
just get married as soon as possible. Watching the black maids at the houses of her 
friends, she becomes increasingly aware of the unfairness of their treatment and how 
they have no way to speak up for themselves. She notes that although they work in the 
houses of the white families, cook and clean for them and are entrusted with the care of 
their children, they are treated as second class citizens and segregated from the white 
community. As a result of her unease and observations, Skeeter advertises for maids 
to come forward to be interviewed by her. Most are reluctant at fi rst, fearing reprisals, 
but two strong women emerge and their testaments convince her to try to publish their 
experiences in a book. These women are Aibileen and Minnie. Aibileen is nursemaid 
to one of Skeeter's best friends looking after her little girl, Mae Mobley. She has cared 
for many white children, loving them through their childhoods, only to see them grow 
apart from her when they reach maturity. Minnie is her more spirited friend, routinely 
losing jobs as she tells her employers exactly what she is thinking. As she is a superb 
cook she usually manages to fi nd another position. The three women work together 
clandestinely and a bond forms between them as their project grows and other women 
come forward.
As well as the three main characters the author creates a host of other people who fl esh 
out the story and bring the town to life. Skeeter's impact on the small town in the Deep 
South touches on the racial problems of the 1960's but keeps the story light. Kathryn 
Stockett has written a book that is very easy to read and which raises many of the 
problems faced by black people, but does not really delve deeply enough to make the 
story believable.
Our group all enjoyed reading the book and would recommend it to other groups for 
discussion.

Edlesborough Book Group

Dunstable & District
Local History Society

Tuesday 8 January, 7.45pm
On and Off the Footplate

An amusing talk by Bill Davies telling 
of his adventures as an engine driver in 
a career covering Charing Cross, King's 

Cross and all points north.
Methodist Church Hall, Dunstable

Visitors always welcome

FOR SALE
8ft x 30 inches Swimming / paddling 
pool with cover and with electric fi lter, 
hardly used  - (cost £50)  -  £10  
Boys 20 inch duel suspension mountain 
bike with gears. Suitable for 8 years and 
over. Good condition £15

Mobile: 07734 111654
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Make your Christmas Wreath Special!
Join us and learn how to make your own beautiful Christmas wreath.  With expert 
guidance, you’ll create a wonderful wreath with the personal touch to take home and 
enjoy this Christmas. Delicious refreshments will be provided. Just £25, including all 
materials, booking is essential as places are limited. 
Date: Saturday 8 December 2013 – sessions from 10.30 to 12.30 and from 13.30 to 
15.30. 
Contact: Chilterns Gateway Centre, Telephone: 01582 500920
Email: dunstabledowns@nationaltrust.org.uk
Website: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/dunstabledowns
Dunstable Downs, Chilterns Gateway Centre, Whipsnade 
Road, DUNSTABLE, Beds LU6 2GY

Learn the Art of Wreath Making

Join us for 
COMMUNITY CAROL SINGING

at The Swan Inn Northall  on Wednesday December 19th, 7:30pm.
We invite you to Northall Baptist Church, Chapel Lane to sing 

 CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
on Sunday December 23rd at 4:30 (refreshments afterwards)

 and also for a short
CHRISTMAS MORNING SERVICE at 10:30

 For information please contact John Hazell Tel: 01525 218142
email:northallchapel@btinternet.com

Shopping and Pampering
Event for All the Family
Eaton Bray Village Hall

8th December 11am to 5pm
Tickets £3, to include a free drink and a raffl e ticket (under fi ves free)

Face painting and so much more for kids., beauticians of every genre (make up, 
eye lashes, nail technicians etc) holistic preneurs, hair extension artists, cup cakes, 
crafts, vintage jewellery, bags, shoes, cards, face painting and lots more to pamper 

ladies and men alike. Get pampered whilst raising money for charity.
All proceeds will go to  Afruca (Africans Against Child Abuse and Canterbury's 

Baptist Church Kiswa Charity).

Please call 0790 441 3964 for more information



Quality Garage Doors

DIY kits available
Insurance work welcome

Council approved
Remote control gates also available

Unit 7, Sparrow Hall Farm, Leighton Road, Edlesborough LU6 2ES 

01525 220212
www.premiergaragedoors.co.uk

 Superb choice of designs in metal, wood 
and fi breglass

 Any size door made to your 
requirements

 Large selection of spares & fast repair 
service available

 New or existing doors converted to 
automatic

 Professionally fi tted by own expert 
craftsmen

 Prompt free estimates & advice
 We cover all areas

(EST 1984)
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