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Edlesborough Autos
Walton End Garage, Pebblemoor, Edlesborough, Nr Dunstable, Bedfordshire LU6 2HZ

Telephone: 01525 222224  Facsimile: 01525 223113

MOT while-u-wait
All Vehicle Servicing and Maintenance

Accident Damage and Insurance Repairs

Breakdown Recovery Service
Attended Service for Petrol and Diesel

Flo Gas Agent for all sizes of Bottled Gas
Smokeless and Household Coal

Monday-Friday 7:30am - 7:00pm
Saturday 8:30am - 5:00pm
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Focus - The Four Village Magazine
Magazine Committee

Joint Editors: George Crutcher - 7 Summerleys, Eaton Bray 221637
Sally Siddons - 34 Wallace Drive, Eaton Bray 221733

Email: sallysid@hotmail.com
Dagnall Representative: Sue Cawdell - 10 Deans Meadow, Dagnall 01442 842200
Northall Representative: Derrick Bonfield - ‘Poppyn’, Eaton Bray Road 220013

Circulation Manager: John Plater - 41 Church Lane, Eaton Bray 221095
Treasurer: Ken Coates - 10 The Orchards, Eaton Bray 221117

Advertising: Sally Siddons - 34 Wallace Drive, Eaton Bray 221733
Production Manager: Tracey Moren (Moren Associates Limited) 01525 229695

Copy for publication to the Editors or one of the following by the 10th of the month:
Kevin Cubbage - ‘Larums’, Eaton Bray Road, Northall

Val Barrow - 3 Chestnut Close, Dagnall
Focus accepts no responsibility as to the accuracy or content of any advertising or articles published in ‘this’

magazine neither do they reflect the opinion of members of the Committee.
© Articles published in Focus may not be reproduced without permission.

National Trust
Friends of Ashridge

Events Programme
Friends of Ashridge. WALKS and TALKS:
Wednesday 5 July 7pm. An Evening Walk in
the Woods. (Booking Required)
Wednesday 12 July 7pm. Evening Walk around
Pitstone Hill. (Booking required)

Friends of Ashridge. GENTLE STROLLS:
Wednesday 12 July 2.30pm. Ladies' Walk car
park
Sunday 13 August 2.30pm.

Other Events
Thursday 27 July 7.30pm. Chapterhouse Theatre
Company outdoor performance: 'ROMEO and
JULIET' at Ashridge. (Booking required)

Wednesday 23 August 7.30pm. Chapterhouse
Theatre Company outdoor performance.
'THE MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR' at
Ashridge. (Booking required)

For bookings and enquiries call:
01442 851227

NORTHALL BAPTIST
CHAPEL

Chapel Lane, Northall
(just beyond the speed limit signs on the

road to Leighton Buzzard)
Everyone is welcome to our Sunday worship

each week between 11am and 12.30pm
including tea/coffee and time to talk together
For more information contact: Steve and

Helen Orchard 01525 373106
There has been a Baptist Chapel in Northall

for more than 200 years. Today we continue to
seek to worship God, serve him in our daily
lives and support and encourage one another

in the difficult and the joyful times.

August Focus will be a joint
issue for August & September.
Don’t forget to send in your

September entries by 10th July.
Editors

All Saints’ Church, Dagnall

Ploughman’s
Lunches

Saturday 15 July
at Dagnall Village Hall

due to work commencing soon on our
much awaited extension

12 – 2.00 pm
All proceeds will be divided between the
church extension project (main benefactor);

with 10% going towards the Kagando
Hospital (SW Uganda),

the new Church Project for 2006
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Village Diaries
July 2006
Weekly
Mon-Fri (term time) Eaton Bray Pre-school, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Cindy 07773 095624
Mon-Fri (term time) Dagnall Under 5’s, Dagnall Village Hall, 9.15-12 noon
Tuesdays Yoga Classes, Northall Village Hall, 1.45-3.15pm
Tuesdays Keep Fit/Body Conditioning, Dagnall Village Hall, 7.30pm
Tuesdays Line Dancing, 1.30-3p.m., Eaton Bray Village Hall, Lyn Stubbs 220731
Tuesdays Baby Cafe, 10.15 - 11.45 am, Pitstone Memorial Hall
Wednesdays (term
time)

Eaton Bray Under 5’s, 1.15-3pm Eaton Bray Village Hall Cindy 01582
477568

Wednesdays Chi Kung & Wu Chi classes, Coffee Tavern 11am - noon
Wednesdays Keep fit, 7:30-8:30pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Mrs Roch 220669
Thursdays (term time) Mums & Toddlers session, Dagnall Village Hall, 1-3pm
Thursdays Yoga Classes, Northall Village Hall, 11.30am-1pm
Thursdays Eaton Bray Badminton Club, Eaton Bray Village Hall, 8.15-10pm.
Thursdays Keep fit, 2pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Mrs Johnson 220304
Fridays SOCATOTS,12:45, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Daniel Walker 07968

778681
Saturdays Jazzercise, Eaton Bray Village Hall, Mrs Angela Veryard, 715208
Monthly
1st Monday Eaton Bray Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, The Coffee Tavern
1st Monday Dunstable & District Local History Society meeting, 7.45pm, Salvation

Army Hall, Dunstable
1st Monday Eaton Bray W.I. Meeting, 7.30pm, Eaton Bray Village Hall
1st & 3rd Tuesday Dunstable & District Orbit Club meet in central Dunstable at 8pm. For

more details contact 01525 222441 or 01582 755147
2nd Tuesday Toddlers’ Church, St Mary’s, Eaton Bray, 2.00pm
2nd Tuesday Edlesborough W.I. Meeting, 7.30 pm, Edlesborough Memorial Hall
2nd Wednesday 8.15pm Healing Service in St Mary’s Church
3rd Thursday Edlesborough Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
Other Regular Events
14th Leukaemia Research Coffee Morning, 2 Dunstable Road, 10.30 am,
12th & 26th Bingo, Dagnall Village Hall, 8pm
15th Ploughman’s Lunches at Dagnall Village Hall 12 – 2:30
26th (Wed) Dagnall Over 60’s day trip to The Ferryman Inn, Oxfordshire with lunch

& entertainment
One Off/Annual/Irregular Events
1st St Mary’s Village Carnival, The Green, Edlesborough, Procession from

The Orchards, Eaton Bray at 12.30, arrive at Edlesborough Green at
1.30pm. Followed by lots of events and stalls on the Green.

6th Eaton Bray Parish Council Parishioners Meeting, 7.30pm, The Coffee
Tavern

8th Cream Tea, Taskers Row, Edlesborough, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
15th Eaton Bray Lower School “It’s a Knockout” Summer Fair, 12noon-3pm
15th Ploughman’s Lunches, Dagnall Village Hall, 12 noon - 2pm
22nd Courses for Horses Coffee Morning, Cake Stall & Bring & Buy, 10 am -

12 noon, 21 Yew Tree Close, Eaton Bray
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EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY 01525 221630
Cow Lane Edlesborough

Dr M R Jones, Dr J R Bell,
Dr Stephanie Johnston, Dr Helena Verwey

We offer a full range of health services at the surgery

EDLESBOROUGH PHARMACY 01525 223181

Pharmacist - Claire Davies
Friendly, reliable professional service at the pharmacy

All doctors, dentists and hospital prescriptions dispensed
Professional advice always available

Over the Counter Medicine
Special Orders on Request

A range of cosmetics/baby products/seasonal goods
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30 Years Experience
Domestic & Commercial Security

Burglar Alarms
Redcare Monitored Systems

Intercoms
CCTV

Access Systems
Locks

Quality Installations – Competitive Prices
Insurance Approved        Free Surveys

       SECURITY
01525 221110

20 Slicketts Lane, Edlesborough, LU6 2JD

CERTIFICATE NO. NAC/G/2113
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Quality Garage Doors
þ SUPERB CHOICE OF DESIGNS IN METAL,

WOOD AND FIBREGLASS
 ANY SIZE DOOR MADE TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS
 LARGE SELECTION OF SPARES & FAST REPAIR

SERVICE AVAILABLE
 NEW OR EXISTING DOORS CONVERTED TO

AUTOMATIC
 PROFESSIONALLY FITTED BY OWN EXPERT

CRAFTSMEN
 PROMPT FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE
 WE COVER ALL AREAS

DIY KITS AVAILABLE
INSURANCE WORK WELCOME
COUNCIL APPROVED
REMOTE CONTROL GATES
ALSO AVAILABLE

UNIT 7 SPARROW HALL FARM
LEIGHTON ROAD, EDLESBOROUGH LU6 2ES

01525 220212 OR 01494 773391

(EST 1984)
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P. DYER ELECTRICAL

All work guaranteed. Fast, friendly, reliable, local electricians.
For a free, no-obligation estimate, call Paul on:

Tel: 01525 222109 Mobile: 07850 682815

 Re-wires
 Testing & Inspection
 Security Systems
 Security Lighting

 Decorative Lighting
 Electric Showers
 Fuse Boards
 Extra Points
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Ideal for Family Parties
Clean, bright, modern facilities with gated car
park, well equipped kitchen and large lawn.

 Only £5.00 per hour

Please contact:
Mrs Folds on 01525 222117

(between 2pm-8pm)

GORDON REPAIR SERVICE

TV  VIDEO  HI-FI
01525 374778
01582 604699

44 Wellhead Road, Totternhoe

P. J BRINKLOW
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RE-WIRES
EXTRA POINTS
SECURITY LIGHTING
BOILER WIRING
INDUSTRIAL WIRING
REPAIRS

TEL: 01525 220469   MOBILE: 07860 781330
43 PEBBLEMOOR, EDLESBOROUGH, BEDS
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BARRY CATO
MOTOR REPAIRS

Servicing, repairs and
MOT’s arranged

Workshop at:
r/o Norfolk House Farm, Harling Road
Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Beds, LU6 1QY

Tel: 01525 221681 (workshop)
07836 650015 (mobile)

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

01525 221676
OPEN 7 DAYS / EVENINGS

FRIENDLY LOCAL SERVICE
COMPETITIVE FEES

MIKE A. SUTCLIFFE

213 CASTLE HILL ROAD
TOTTERNHOE, BEDS, LU6 2DA

Lynwood Antique
Restorations

With over 20 years experience
in antique restoration.

Specialising in traditional
Antique Restoration,

French Polishing, Turning,
Leathering and Upholstery

All Cabinet making undertaken
Trade or Private Welcome

Simon Lewis
T: 01525 222950

E: simon@lyncot.co.uk
Lynwood Cottage, Leighton Road, Northall

Patricia’s Cuisine
Catering For All Occasions

• Buffets, Dinners •
• Christenings, Weddings, Funerals •
• Promotions & Business Lunches •

For Enquiries & Menu

Meadside Farm, 104 High Street,
Eaton Bray, Bedfordshire, LU6 2DP

Telephone: 01525 222174

•
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Eaton Bray Parish Council
Highlights of meeting – Monday 5th June  2006

Bower Lane Cemetery Fence
Work to commence

Speeding Traffic
The council had been informed the cost of vehicle activated signs has increased to approx. £7,500
each. It has been suggested that existing measures should be reinforced as a more efficient use of
funds.

Public meeting 6th July.

Villagers are asked to attend the open forum of July’s meeting to put forward their
recommendations, or to contact the Clerk.

Coffee Tavern
Awaiting report on feasibility of installing a chairlift.
Specifications for the redecoration of the Coffee Tavern to be drawn up and tenders sought.

Mill End Close
Concern expressed over access to, and maintenance of, areas of land around Mill End Close. G.P.
committee to visit the site and report.

Chilterns AONB 40th. Anniversary Fund Grant
It was agreed to submit a claim for a grant to provide the village with a traditional signpost to
highlight local points of interest.

Children’s Play Equipment
More information required to make the final decision on repairs and maintenance. Some minor
maintenance work to commence.

Next Council Meeting 3rd. July 7.30pm at the Coffee Tavern
A full copy of the minutes can be viewed on www.eatonbray.com/council. Or can be obtained from
the Clerk; Mr. E. Bird, 8 Garners Close, Dunstable, Beds., LU6 2AJ. 01582 699722.
ebpcclerk@surefish.co.uk

Eaton Bray Parish
Council Parishioners

Meeting
A meeting will be held at the
Coffee Tavern on 6 July at
7.30pm for Parishioners to
give their views on traffic
calming in the Village.

Eaton Bray Village Hall
100 Club Winners

May 2006
Number Name   Winnings
46  L Bratton £100
 4 Katrina Hurley  £25
 167 Robert Doody  £25
 17 R & M Kerr  £25
 94 Mrs M Fysh  £25
Drawn on 22nd  May 2006 at Eaton Bray
PreSchool . Please direct any correspondence
to Ross Bagni, 71 Bower Lane, Eaton Bray,
Bedfordshire, LU6 1RB, Telephone: 01525
221411.
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St Mary's Church Roof Appeal
Kevin Eagling will be cycling the Ridgeway
over 2 days in July to raise money towards the
extensive roof repair work needed at St. Mary's
Church in Eaton Bray. The Ridgeway National
Trail is one of the oldest trails in Britain,
covering 87 miles (139km) through ancient
landscapes, over rolling, open downland to the
west of the River Thames, and through secluded
valleys and woods in The Chilterns to the east.
Following the same route used since prehistoric
times by travellers, herdsmen and soldiers, the
Ridgeway connects Ivinghoe Beacon to Overton
Hill, near Avebury Stone Circle in Wiltshire. If
you would like to support Kevin on his ride,
sponsorship can be pledged at
bike_ride@btinternet.com, or by telephone on
01296 660791 (answerphone).

Eaton Bray Methodist Church
During the summer months our cooks and helpers are to take a well earned break. Our next Lunches
will be served on Saturday October 14th from 12.00 noon until 1.30 pm. We look forward to seeing
old friends again and hope new ones will join us.
Many will know that from September there will be changes to our local Methodist Circuits. We at
Eaton Bray along with Edlesborough and Leighton Buzzard Churches are to join with the
Dunstable and Area Churches to become the Chiltern Downs Circuit. On Saturday August 12th
from 10.00am we are invited to go on a Pilgrimage and see the Churches in the new circuit. Eaton
Bray Chapel will be open from 3.00pm until 5.00pm and we invite you to pop in and take a look
around. The day will end with a picnic tea and a service at 6.00pm at Edlesborough Chapel. For
further information please contact Jane McFarland or other Chapel members.

Musical history plays on…in St.Albans
St.Albans Organ Theatre (formerly St.Albans Organ Museum) houses a permanent, playing
exhibition of mechanical musical instruments and theatre pipe organs.
The instruments were the private collection of Mr. Charles Hart who was a builder in St.Albans. In
1978 he formed a Charitable Trust – St.Albans Musical Museum Society – to maintain, administer
and make the collection permanently available to the public.
The magnificent sounds of the dance organs by Mortier, Decap and Bursens, and the Wurlitzer and
Rutt theatre organs can be heard every week of the year, together with reproducing pianos by
Steinway, Weber and Marshall and Wendell.
Musical boxes dating from the 1880s are also demonstrated, as well as hand turned table organettes
and a rare Mills Violano-Virtuoso which produces its own unique sound of violin and piano duet.
Two theatre pipe organs are housed at the Theatre – a Wurlitzer three manual (keyboard) organ, and
a theatre type organ built by R.Spurden-Rutt Organ company.
Aside from opening every Sunday afternoon from 2 to 4.30pm throughout the year and at other
times by arrangement, when all the instruments are demonstrated, monthly Saturday evening
concerts by top theatre organists are a regular feature of the Theatre’s activities.
St.Albans Organ Theatre is at 320 Camp Road, next to Camp school and there is ample parking
available. There are also facilities for disabled people.

Local Private Tuition
Does your child need help with Maths,

Literacy or Science?
Is your child is having difficulty in any area

of the primary curriculum?
I can offer stimulating and  interactive
tuitions which can support your child in

their learning.
I am an experienced primary teacher

currently teaching in Harpenden. I have an
excellent teaching record and references are

available.
Full and half hour tuitions available at good

rates.
Please contact Sonya on

07961 155 870 or 01525 221278
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TV VIDEO
AUDIO

REPAIRS

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FREE ESTIMATES

PROMPT LOCAL SERVICE

BOB SMITH
EATON BRAY 221722

ANYTIME

DUNSTABLE’S DEPARTMENT STORE
21-23 HIGH STREET SOUTH,

DUNSTABLE, BEDFORDSHIRE
TEL: 01582 662638

EMAIL: mooresd@globalnet.co.uk
www.mooresofdunstable.co.uk

Domestic Cleaning Service
* Weekly *

* Fortnightly *
* One-offs *

Fully Insured
Family Run Business
Free In Home Quote
References Available
Window Cleaning
Carpet Cleaning

Gary & Lorraine Ross
Tel: 01296 580203
or 07796 406717

Blockpaving, Patio Specialists and
Groundwork undertaken

Telephone 01582 704495
Mobile 0958 717248

Free Quotations

M.J. POULTON
LANDSCAPE GARDENERS (EST.30 YEARS)

ROCKERIES • WATER GARDENS
PATIOS • SHRUBS • LAWNS

FENCING • PRUNING & SPRAYING
WE SUPPLY TOPSOIL • CRAZY

PAVING • ROCKERY STONE ETC.
Business Hours:

Mon - Frid 8.30am - 7.30pm
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm

EATON BRAY (01525) 220404
Southend Farm, Southend Lane

Northall, Dunstable, Beds LU6 2EX
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Your Village

Estate Agents

The Complete Professional Property Service

Independently owned and established for over 30 years, fully staffed by experienced
mature and professional people giving an expert and friendly service.

All village properties are on display and offered from our Dunstable and Eaton
Bray/Edlesborough offices with advertising in Beds/Bucks/Herts and North London and
via our excellent Website & Rightmove.

Move with the name you can trust.
65 Moor End, Eaton Bray
Tel: 01525 221313

www.densons.co.uk



16



17

HALL FOR HIRE
• Bar & Kitchen

• Discount for Villagers
• Membership Available

• Club Bar Prices
• Family Events Every Month

EATON BRAY
SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB

For Details phone 07709 725803

Daytime Domestic
Services

“Cleaning services tailored
to your individual needs”

Weekly/fortnightly/monthly/one-offs
All equipment provided

Fully insured staff
Ironing service available

Family run business
Free in-home quote

For a friendly, professional service
ring Amanda Hillman on:

01582 471467 or 07816 075838

96 Lowther Road, Dunstable, Beds LU6 3LH

REPAIRS
TO

WASHING MACHINES,
DISHWASHERS, MICROWAVES,

TUMBLEDRYERS, ELECTRIC COOKERS

CALL

ANDERSON D.R.S.
01582 665764

12 MONTHS GUARANTEE
SALES

Garden Design, Amenity
& Horticultural Consultant

Chartered Surveyors

01525 220780

Maths and English
After-School Programmes
Kumon can help your child with their
Maths and English, boost their confidence
and help them shine.

By working at a pace tailored to your
child’s individual needs, Kumon
complements the school curriculum and
develops invaluable study habits.

Whatever your child’s age or ability, Kumon
can help them realise their potential.

Call your local Instructor today:

Christina Wade,
Dunstable Study Centre
01525 222505
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Computer Support &
Services

 After-sales services
and support

 Windows troubleshooting
 Upgrades and repairs
 Computer hardware &

software sales
 Internet & email assistance
 Network installations
 Web site design
 Basic & individual tuition
 Home visits

Computamation Services Ltd
Daytime: 01525 378939
Evening: 01525 261381

email: john@computamation.co.uk
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cardio        strength       stretch

fresh moves/new music/pure motivation

Mon 7.45pm - Northfields Technology
College, Houghton Road, Dunstable
Wed 8.00pm - Queensbury School,

Langdale Rd, Dunstable
Thurs 9.45am - St Giles Church Hall,
Totternhoe (créche - please pre-book)
Sat 9.30am Eaton Bray Village Hall

Church Lane
FREE CLASS WITH THIS AD FOR

NEW CUSTOMERS
Just come along or tel: Angela

01525 715208 for more info

BURDETT
BUILDERS
General Builders

Plumbing • Heating
& Electrical Engineers

Specialists in Hardwood Joinery

01525 222793

AARON FENCING
ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
FENCING & DECKING WORK UNDERTAKEN

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED

PERSONAL SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

7 STATION ROAD, DUNSTABLE, LU5 4HS

TEL:  01582 665779
MOBILE:  07798 927272

of Slapton
Traditional Garden Maintenance

and Landscape Services
Free Estimates & Advice

Telephone Eaton Bray 221454
Mobile 078302 86837

Garden Care

Jan Robinson

Phone/Fax: 01442 843454
Mobile: 0777 9029140

Very competitive rates for
all your soft furnishing needs.
Hand finished curtains a speciality
Alterations and own fabric work undertaken

Curtains with a
certain Flair
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Eaton Bray with Edlesborough Parish News
Vicar: Canon Malcolm Grant - The Vicarage, 11 High Street, Eaton Bray - Tel: 01525 220261

Hon. Assistant Priest: The Revd John Heffer, 35 Pebblemoor, Edlesborough - Tel: 01525 220618

The da Vinci Code has had far more publicity than any other recent release in the cinema, and no
fictional thriller has been given more exposure in the press in recent years than Dan Brown’s book.
And it is a good thriller.   Whether on the page or on the screen, it moves quickly, the excitement
and the tension both build, and we are drawn into the story, as should happen with any good yarn
well told.

But it is a work of fiction, and we need to remind ourselves of that, particularly when we are told
that it threatens the very foundations of Christianity.   Much of the so-called historical background
simply isn’t history – and the rest isn’t good history.   None of the material Brown draws on is new.
Most of the ideas have been around for a long time, but few people have ever taken them seriously.

The fact that an isolated fringe-group several generations after Jesus circulated the story that he was
married and had a child is not news to scholars.   But to construct a whole conspiracy theory of the
church trying to suppress it is absurd.   For one thing, Brown’s theory has no room for the
resurrection of Jesus – and the only thing that can explain the existence of the church for two
thousand years is truth of its fundamental contention that Jesus who was crucified was raised from
the dead and is alive and active in the lives of his followers now.

To recreate Christian history from a couple of sectarian documents and ignore all the rest of the
evidence is a bit like treating the writings of David Irving, the holocaust-denier, as the official
history of the Second World War.   And to treat the fragments of the legends about Mary Magdalene
as genuine history is equivalent to regarding William Blake’s poem “Jerusalem” as evidence that
Jesus visited England.   If the true blood-line of the early kings of France was so sacred, why was
so little made of it at the time?   It is worth remembering that when you build a theory out of a chain
of improbable events, the reliability of the conclusion diminishes very rapidly:  you have a better
chance of winning the National Lottery than hitting the right answer!   So much for the reliability
of much of Brown’s “history” – and that’s without taking into account the fact that the “Priory of
Sion” has no authenticated basis in history, and we simply do not know the reasons for the
suppression of the Knights Templar.

I do not see The da Vinci Code as a threat to Christianity.   What it asks us to believe is much, much
more incredible than the Gospel-story, and I am sure that just as the truth of God has withstood
many attacks in the past, it will survive this one, and the church will continue to proclaim the good
news of God’s love made known in Jesus Christ to future generations, just as it has in the past.   Of
course the church will make mistakes, and some of its actions will be seriously compromised, as
they have been in the past.   But if the church’s message is God’s truth for the world, then it will
prevail.   Of that I am sure – and, if you want to find out more about it, why not come along to your
parish church?   We cannot offer the excitement of Dan Brown’s novel, but we can offer you the
Good News of Jesus Christ and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.

MALCOLM
From the Parish Registers

Baptisms – “Brought to new birth in the family of the Church”
 21 May  Emilie Clémentine Sanders
 28 May Callum John Toyer
Weddings – “To love and to cherish till death us do part”

 3 June Anthony Neil Parr and Claire Louise Preston
Funerals – “Grant them, O Lord, eternal rest”

 6 June John Anthony Mclean-Hall  of The Green, Edlesborough
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Great Gap, Ivinghoe, Nr Leighton Buzzard

Open from mid June to October

30 different varieties of fruit and vegetable
to pick your own

Visit www.grovefarmpyo.co.uk or ring 01296 668175
for more information

Services at St Mary’s Church
SUNDAYS : 8.00am    –  The Eucharist

10.00am  –  PARISH SUNG EUCHARIST (with Sunday School).
  On Second Sunday of each month

10.00am  –  WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE – a less formal service with
  Holy Communion
WEEK-DAYS : Tuesday:      7.30am - Eucharist 2.00pm (2nd Tuesday) - Toddlers’ Church

Wednesday: 9.30am - Eucharist 8.15pm (2nd Wednesday) - Healing Service
Thursday:    7.30pm - Eucharist (2nd Thursday only)

EVERYONE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES

ST. MARY'S CHURCH
EATON BRAY

OPEN  SUNDAY
1ST AUGUST 2-5 PM

PARISH RECORD BOOKS
AND HISTORY ON

DISPLAY

TRADITIONAL JAZZ AT
ST. MARY'S CHURCH

EATON BRAY
SATURDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER

8PM
TICKET £8 INCLUDES WINE

Phone BARBARA 221597
or SALLY 221576
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James B Chadburn
Fine Antique clocks & Barometers

Specialist in repairs & restorations

Movements / Casework / Silvering.
Clock & Barometer parts sold.
Valuations & Clock finding service
Quality clocks & Barometers
Bought & sold.

Telephone 01525 221165  Mobile 07790 000629
E-mail: jbchadburn@lineone.net

GARDEN

SCENE
EATON BRAY

GARDEN SCENE FOR:

TOP QUALITY GARDEN PLANTS,
TERRACOTTA AND GLAZED POTS,
COMPOSTS AND FERTILIZERS,
GARDEN ORNAMENTS AND
SO MUCH MUCH MORE!”

OPEN 7 DAYS
MON- SAT   9 - 5.30

SUN 10 - 4.30

JOIN OUR FREE
GARDENERS REWARD CLUB
FOR EVEN BETTER VALUE

THE RYE
EATON BRAY

BEDS LU6 2BQ

TEL 01525 220104

FAX 01525 222077
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Thanks…
Please accept my sincere thanks for the cards, phone calls and good wishes which I have received
over the past few weeks. It was quite a shock to be rushed into hospital (first time in 74 years!) but
everyone has been really kind and I have been touched by everyone’s concern.
Nuisance not being able to drive at the moment, but hopefully I shall be back in action very soon.
With thanks to you all.
Barbara Adams
Sorry this is rather a belated message but I was too late for the June issue.

The McLean Hall family would like to
thank everyone who attended the
funeral of John on the 6th June and for
the tremendous support we have
received from friends and neighbours.
Many thanks also to those who kindly
gave donations to the Pasque Hospice.
Iona, Andrew, Mark and Debbie

In the memory of
Betty Martin

Betty's daughters and family would like to
thank her friends and neighbours for their
kindness and donations to the British
Heart Foundation. Special thanks also to
Joy and Malcolm from the Salvation Army
who gave a lovely service. In memory of a
much loved mother and grandmother.

Beer Festival June 2nd/3rd 2006
THE OLD GI’s DO IT AGAIN!  (with a little help from the weather)

Yes the sun shone through Friday evening and all day Saturday, the beer flowed right up to 11pm
on Saturday. JUST!
What more could we all ask for? The 3rd Eaton Bray Beer festival was held in glorious weather over
the weekend.
Friday was by far the busiest night, we think, because of people were worried that we might run out
of beer again, as we did last year. Yes, it was a close call with only 3 barrels holding the (real) amber
liquor at the end. We even started off with 2 extra barrels and had to go out for emergency rations
on Saturday morning! Next year we will get even more beer. A big thanks to Roy Chatto and his
(very) merry band of helpers who unstintingly tried all the beers to make sure you all got the perfect
pint!
The food was organised by GI’s (Gallant Idiots) and it has to be said that the BBQ burgers (from
Hines, thanks for your contribution) went down a storm. The baked tatties weren’t quite so popular
as last year but then look at the difference in weather (about 10 degrees). I could argue, as head chef
of “Bagni’s Burgers” that it was down to my superb cooking but that would be stretching it!
Music was supplied by Bob Thompson on Friday and Paul Green (Greenie) on Saturday, who both
did great sets, along with our very own magician David Andrew who entertained the young and
young at heart on Saturday afternoon.
We would also like to say a BIG thank you to all the volunteers who gave their valuable time to
help run the event and to all the local and not so local folk who came and supported the event. We
hope you all had a wonderful time and not too many headaches the next day!
We made nearly £3000! This is all going to help with stage two of the Village Hall refurbishment.
Hopefully this may be able to start next year!
Our next event is a Quiz Night on October 6th in the Village Hall, This will be held in
conjunction with Eaton Bray Tennis Club.  Look out for further info in Focus.
Thanks again.
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SPECIALISTS IN
CARPETS, VINYL,

WOOD/LAMINATE FLOORING,
MADE TO MEASURE CURTAINS

AND BLINDS
To arrange our free professional
estimating service & view a wide
range of samples in the comfort

of your own home call
FREE PHONE
0800 0850593

HDPS
Drain and pipe clearing

 All blockages cleared
 Mortgage and CCTV surveys

 High pressure jetting
 Drain and pipe tracing and repairs

 Emergency and planned work
Free advice and estimates

01525 874170    07792 785740

Quality work at affordable prices
Insurance work undertaken
All work guaranteed for 5 years
Public liability insurance cover

TMS Chauffeur Services
Luton £13.00 Gatwick £65.00
Heathrow T 1,2,3 £40.00 Stansted £55.00
Heathrow T 4 £45.00 London City £55.00

London, Theatres, Stations, Ports. Distance no object.
Child Seats available.

For a professional reliable service call:
01582 667710

Please quote Focus when making an enquiry
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Susan Todhunter FCCA
offers a friendly and personalised
comprehensive service covering:

Accountancy - Audit - Taxation
- Self Assessment -

for

- Individuals -
- Partnerships -

- Limited Companies -

Advice from a qualified professional
at an affordable fee

For a free initial consultation at
your home or workplace, phone:

01234 300 500 or 01908 508181

Rawlinson Pryde & Partners
Certified Accountants

WILL KIMBERLEY
GARDEN SERVICES
TEL/FAX (01442) 255784

Grass Cutting regular or one
off / lawn treatments
Hedge cutting / Shrub
trimming
Overgrown gardens cleared
Autumn / Winter tidy ups
Fences erected and repaired
Fruit tree pruning / tree
lopping
Leaf clearing / gutters cleared
Patio / deck cleaning

IN FACT ANY JOB IN
THE GARDEN

DELLS
UPVC WINDOWS

CONSERVATORIES
FACIAS and SOFITS

RING ANDY - 01442 826359
MOBILE - 0795 738 6239

FREE ADVICE • QUOTATIONS
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Monday - Friday 9.15 am - 12.00 noon
“Edlesborough Under 5’s provides good quality nursery education”

“Children come into the group happily, eager to take part in the activities”

“Children’s creative skills are promoted very well through a stimulating range of opportunities”

These are just a few of the comments made in our forth OFSTED Report (Sept 2004).
The report reflects the high quality of learning on offer to all children at
Edlesborough Under 5’s and highlighted the quality of teaching by the staff. We are
currently operating a waiting list for 2½ to 4½ year olds. If you would like to pop in
for a look around, please phone Kerry or Tracey on 07854 939226 between 9am - 12
noon, to arrange an appointment. A warm welcome awaits you.
For registration details, or to place your child on the waiting list, please phone

Sue Connor: Tel - 222739.
“We are an Equal Opportunities Employer”

Open Gardens 2006
It was blooming marvellous! Our first Open Gardens event was a great success - the sun shone and
crowds flocked to see the gardens that were open to the public. The busiest gardens, six all within
easy walking distance of the St Mary’s Church, attracted nearly 350 visitors, no doubt delighted to
get away from the wall to wall World Cup coverage. What a joy to see so many people bearing their
yellow leaflets bringing the village to life on a Sunday afternoon stopping and socialising with one
another.
The gardens were beautifully manicured – hardly a weed to be found – just an array of floral colour
and delight. May’s rain and June’s warmth and sunshine had left the gardens in tip-top condition
with perennials coming into bloom and even the roses opening up the day or so before the event. If
you weren’t there you missed an absolute treat. And it was a worthwhile event as well, with over
£2,000 being raised, mostly to support St Mary’s Parish Project – the Friends of Kagando Hospital
in Uganda.
Thanks must go to the eleven owners of gardens and allotments who were the key to the event’s
success having worked so hard to make their plots look so attractive. Most spent their Sunday
afternoon fielding questions about their gardens and, in some cases, talking about and learning from
visitors about the history of their properties. In addition, thanks must go to all those helpers who
manned stalls, served refreshments, potted up plants, put on displays, helped the garden owners and
generally helped to make the afternoon what it was.
Never mind if you missed the Open Gardens, you can see pictures of the event on St Mary’s
website: www.stmaryseatonbray.org.uk and, hopefully you will be able to come next year as the
event looks set to become an annual event in the Village Calendar. The second Sunday in June
seems to be a good date to choose – next year that will be Sunday 10 June.
Already we have new offers to open gardens in 2007 – if you live in Eaton Bray, Edlesborough or
Northall and would consider opening your garden next year please get in touch with Gordon Gray
on 220136.
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Thinking about a new
lawn, patio or complete

garden makeover?
For a free, no obligation

quote phone:

Tel: 01296 660628
Mob: 07976 227785

Professional & Local
All work guaranteed - not happy
don’t pay
Powerful equipment means
drier much quicker than other
methods
100% Guaranteed no chemicals
left in carpet when dry therefore
will not easily resoil & perfectly
safe for children & pets
Recommendations account for
90% of my work
Absolutely no hard sell
Telephone Colin for a Free Quote

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning

DEEP-CLEAN
01525 851 811
www.deep-cleaners.co.uk

MISTY DOUBLE GLAZING ?
DID YOU KNOW WE CAN REPLACE JUST THE GLASS PANEL

NOT THE WHOLE WINDOW FRAME

MAKING THE REPAIR MUCH, MUCH CHEAPER!

WE CAN EVEN TRANSFORM THE LOOK OF YOUR HOUSE BY CHANGING
THE PLAIN GLASS PANELS TO LEADED LIGHT OR WHITE GEORGIAN PANELS

WITHOUT REPLACING THE WINDOW FRAMES.

WE ALSO REPLACE BROKEN GLASS • HANDLES • HINGES & LOCKS.

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION CALL:

QUALITY GLAZING SERVICES
01525 876808 (OFFICE)
07850 734517 (MOBILE)
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E X C H A N G E  &  M A R T

Menorca – Cala'n Porter
Light, airy, comfortably furnished apart-
ment; balconies front and rear; great loca-
tion centre village; sleeps 4; one double

bedroom, one twin-bedded room; large com-
munal pool in private grounds.

Tel:  01525 852368/07914 011241 for
brochure/details

Reading/writing/spelling
a problem?

Does your son or daughter struggle in
literacy lessons?

Does your son or daughter have difficulty
with concentration, sequential material

e.g. times tables, following instructions, or
study skills?

Qualified teacher with the OCR Diploma
in Specific Learning Difficulties (Dyslexia)

offers support.
A range of options

Primary & Secondary level
For further information contact Diane

on 01525 222847

Marbella - Holiday Let
Five star Designer Furnished luxurious
apartments located literally on the beach in
San Pedro, just 2 km from Puerto Banus.

Designer Furnishings
Luxury Kitchens with Granite Worktops
Marbled Bathrooms with Jacuzzi Bath
Award Winning Landscaped Gardens

Swimming Pool and Waterfalls
Video Entry System

Underground Parking with Lift
Large Terraces and Garden Area
Choice of 2 bed ground floor and

NEW for 2005
A brand new 3 bed first floor apartment
To view internal photographs and for more

information please see
http://bahiabeach.mysite.freeserve.com

or feel free to contact us on
01525 222753

Michelle and Kevin Reddington

LANGHAM BARNS
Fancy a break in Lincolnshire

Barns newly converted to high standard
In rural location, 3 miles from coast

Tel 01507 490313
Mob 07717452610

Set sail and anchor at Northall
Village Hall, for adventure,

hidden treasure, amazing stories,
action and being a pirate!!!

7th – 11th August
Times : Mon-Fri 10am – 12 noon

This is a club run by
Churches Together for children aged 5-11
years.  Cost £2 per day, or £10 for the week.
For more information and enrolment contact

Catherine Roots
 or  your local church

Call Today !!  01525 754789

Change on the Way at
Dagnall Church…

The building of the long awaited extension to
All Saints Church, Dagnall has now started.
Final services in the old style building took
place on Sunday 4th June.
Now all services and Sunday school are being
held at Dagnall Village Hall, every Sunday
until the church is available again, during
October 2006. The schedule of services will
remain unchanged – details of which are posted
on a notice outside church, and also at the
Village Hall. All are welcome to any of our
services and Sunday school.
Our thanks go to the Village Hall committee for
making the hall available to us.

…But Services as usual
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E X C H A N G E  &  M A R T

Isla Plana Mazarron Spain
Isla Plana is a small village 2Km along the
coast from Puerto de Mazarron.
The village has several bars and restaurants, a
small supermarket, bakers, butchers &
pharmacy.
Mazarron is a fascinating old town backed by
rugged landscape of mountains. The town has
a good selection of shops, restaurants &
Sunday market.
Newly built luxury Beach front apartment with
stunning views across the bay from large
private gated terrace, 2 bed, 2 bathroom, all
mod cons, air con & heating. Large communal
pool, separate children’s pool & play area.
Tennis court, video entry, underground parking
with lift. Rent £150 - £475 per week. Long lets
& weekend price available. 75 minutes drive
from Alicante.

Contact Mandy on 01525 874803
Email: amandqjbrookes@aol.com

Sheplegh Court
Nr Dartmouth, South Devon

Lovely two bedroomed apartment in country
house set in 30 acres of gardens, woods and
parkland. Facilities available include:
 Heated outdoor swimming pool with sun
terrace and barbecue area (summer only)

 Conservatory overlooking the gardens and
parklands

 All weather tennis court.
 Snooker room with full size table
 Small indoor pool, jacuzzi and sauna

Secluded position on outskirts of award
winning village yet within 3 miles of beaches
and Dartmouth Golf and Country Club.
Available for weekly letting or for three plus
days out of season.
For further details please telephone 01525

220957 evenings and weekends

Luxury Holiday let in Orlando -
Florida

Privately owned luxury 5 bedroom villa with
own screened pool just 15 minutes from Walt

Disney World Resort.
Sleeps up to 12 people comfortably. The villa is
furnished & fully equipped to a high standard.
*5 Bedrooms *3 Bathrooms *Dining Room

*Kitchen *Sitting Room *Screened Pool Area
*Air Conditioning *Private Pool (heated on
request) *Double Garage *Washer / Dryer
*Dishwasher *Microwave *Kitchenware

*Linen *Cable TV *Telephone *Cot & High
Chair

Located in a residential community just off
US192 (junction 27) which means that most of
Central Florida's theme parks and attractions
can be reached within 15 - 20 minutes. Also

numerous Championship Golf Courses within
easy reach.

There is a supermarket, pizza delivery shop,
bank, post office & petrol station all

conveniently located within the development.
For Further Information Please Contact Us On

01525 220879
Graham & Karen Howard

FREE TO GOOD HOME
21 inch Toshiba colour TV

Remote control and instructions
Please phone 01525 223041

FOR SALE
Stacking double buggy £70

and
Side by side buggy £50

Contact Liz 01525 229462

PIANO FOR SALE
Upright piano

reasonably good condition
£40

Contact Jo on 07799 075116

FOR SALE
Rangemaster gas cooker, blue enamel,
with 4 burners, griddle, warming plate,

2 ovens and grill
Good condition. £800

Call 07885 900745
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HOLISTIC
THERAPY

Holistic therapies are concerned with treatment
through massage, manipulation and relaxation.
They are not only treatments for one physical
ailment or one part of the body, but also treat the
person as a whole.
Ideal for today’s stressful lifestyles.
Treatments include:

Aromatherapy Massage
Indian Head Massage

Reflexology
Reiki

Crystal Therapy
Also… Manicure / Pedicure

New:  Reiki courses are now available.  Why not
learn how to become a Reiki Master so that you
can help yourself as well as others.

Vouchers available, so why not treat a loved one
or friend as well as yourself.

For more information or to book an appointment
call Kate Meredith IIHHT,RGN, on 01525221380

VEHICLE PAINT & TRIM REPAIR

A mobile service at your workplace
or home!

Bumper scuffs and cracks
Stone chips and scratches
Windscreen repairs
Interior trim repairs
Seat damage/cigarette burns
Dash repairs/telephone holes

For your free estimate call :
Mike Martin

01525 222623 or 07768 361802
5 School Lane Eaton Bray

For a Prospectus
and more details
please contact Wendy

Ashman at Stagecoach
Leighton Buzzard on
01525 222715

bumps ‘n scuffs
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Vacancies available for daytime & evening
lessons (beginner adults very welcome).

Contact:
Jane Lodge  (PGCE MUS B HONS)
Telephone 01525 222803

St Mary’s June Parochial Church Council Meetings
The PCC met in May for the first time after the PCC and Churchwarden elections, we started with
the Eucharist, after an opening prayer we welcomed the "old" and newly elected members to the
meeting.

Time was spent agreeing to the responsibilities after some good-humoured banter! The refurbished
cooker for the village hall has been bought and installed ready to be used and the proposed lunch
club for anyone alone in the villages to be started. The memorial garden still has some planting to
be done and a discussion took place about the recent grass cutting in the Garden of Remembrance
....a little too short!!

The PCC and standing committee agreed to the roof repairs being a full quote for all works and not
in two parts as the costs would be higher, the works will be undertaken bit by bit to avoid too much
distribution. Those who had expressed an interest in “Friends of St Mary's” will soon be
approached to discuss ways of stewardship.

It was great to hear the news from Dagnall that planning permission for the extension to the
building had been agreed and together with the joint Methodist members “monies had been raised”
for the work. Further fund raising took place with the Dagnall Fete on 20.5.06

Many ideas were discussed including “Talents” to raise money for the church roof repairs, £10 will
be given to all who sign up for the “Talents” along with ideas on how to use their talents and
“multiply the cash”.

A memorial bench has been donated along with a sum of money and the bench will be placed at
the North door so anyone standing around for photos at weddings (amongst other things) can rest
their weary feet!!!

The Church Mouse

The PCC met at the Coffee Tavern, Eaton Bray on 8th June. This was a change from the normal
venue of Dagnall Church as building work to extend the Church has started there. The project is
expected to take 3 months, and during that time services will be held in Dagnall Village Hall. Work
is also progressing on St. Mary’s Church roof. A regular gardening working party is now meeting
on the last Saturday of the month at 10am and anyone is welcome to join the team to keep our
Church grounds looking neat and tidy.

The Talents Scheme, where members of St. Mary’s have been given a sum of money to use to make
more money, is now running. To provide an outlet for those participants who are making items for
sale, a table will be available in Church on the first Sundays of July, August and September. Almost
£4000 was raised during Christian Aid Week and thanks go to all those who helped in any way to
raise this admirable sum. A Jazz Evening is to be held in St Mary’s on 16th September and it
promises to be a very enjoyable evening, with
refreshments in the Village hall.

Six young people are to be confirmed on 25th

June at St Mary’s, and on 15th October Bishop
Benezeri Kisembo, Bishop of Ruwenzori in
Uganda will be visiting St Mary’s at the 10am
service. Plans to start the Vision for Action
course in the autumn were discussed, when it is
hoped that many in the congregation will be able
to join in the 6 part course to explore their faith.

The Church Mouse
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Dagnall News
Dagnall Village Hall
Dagnall Village Fete –May 20th  2006
The weather forecast was watched anxiously all week – would we experience the atrocious weather
of 2005? In the event it was better, but not before a few nerve-wracking hours wondering if the
wind would die down enough to let us erect the marquees safely.
We got the recreation ground set up and looking better than ever – the grass manicured, the tents
and gazebos lined up with near military precision – all the stores and equipment arrived as it should
– in fact, dare I say it, we were ready to go with time to spare!
Within an hour of opening the car parking area was full, as the families of the many children
involved came to see the Playgroup and the school children perform for us. We were also
entertained by line dancing demonstrations from Kim’s Laughter Lines, and later on by the
Ellesborough Silver Band, and the Dunstable Sea Cadets. It was a shame that by this time the rain
had started, and so the Sea Cadets got rather wet doing their gun run – but without dampening their
enthusiasm! One of the most amusing sights was the troop of umbrella holders trying to keep the
band and their music dry – after their assigned shelter had surrendered to a strong gust of wind!
We were very well supported with stalls and sideshows, many of them raising money for good
causes, and our thanks go to everyone who spent so generously again this year. We managed to
raise £3704.79 exceeding last year’s profit by over £100, another fantastic achievement. Proceeds
will support Dagnall School and Dagnall Village Hall. Mrs Julie Thatcher won the sweepstake with
a guess of £3706. Well done Julie, a cheque is on it's way.
All that remains is to thank everyone involved in the fete – from the organising committee - to all
our sponsors who provided goods, money or services. To all the staff and parents of Dagnall School
who donated goods and manned (womanned?) stalls, and to all the other villagers and friends who
helped set up and clear away.
See you all next year!
Dagnall Church
On behalf of the Social Committee of All Saints' Church, Dagnall; I would like to thank Wendy for
helping me man the stall through the pouring rain and howling gales passing through the easyup,
and those brave souls who ventured out to visit the cake stall at this year's Village Fete on Saturday
20th May. All in all, we raised £176 for our extension appeal.
Unfortunately at the time of writing this article, there is doubt that the Quiz Nite on 10th June will
take place due to lack of interest. May I take this opportunity to thank all the contributors towards
the quiz questions, and offer my sincere apologies.
Just a reminder: our Ploughman's Lunches on 15 July from 12.30 pm will be held in DAGNALL
VILLAGE HALL.
However, here are two advance dates for your diaries:
 Saturday 16 September, 10-4, Ironing Day - possibly in the Village Hall (venue to be confirmed).
 Saturday 14 October, 7.30 - 10.00, Beetle Drive, Dagnall Village Hall (definitely!)

Over 60’s
Following a very successful visit to the Houses of Parliament in May, as these notes are being
written we are looking forward to the June meeting which is the annual Ploughman’s Lunch in the
Village Hall.
During the month of July we are visiting the Ferryman Inn for lunch and entertainment. Members
please note that this is on Wednesday July 27th, not the usual Tuesday.
On November 27th  we are planning a trip to the Thursford Christmas Spectacular, and we have
received details of a repeat visit to Eastbourne for a weekend in January 2007.
How did we find time to go to work?
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Dagnall School - These are five drawings entitled ‘Things I like about Dagnall’:

Three poems written by Year 6
pupils at Edlesborough school

Friendship
by Abigail Heffer

A friendship forms between two people,
It is fragile and shatters easily.

Depending on how strong your bond,
Your friendship will be longer or shorter,

Maybe even eternal.
Friends help each other through tough times.

They wipe away sadness,
And mend broken hearts.

Without friends,
Life wouldn’t be worth living.

Sometimes it’s found in the most desolate places,
Sometimes in open plains.

But if you look hard enough,
 It will always be found.

Friendship
By Cameron Johnson

Friendship is a fragile thing,
Like a little glass made ring,
If you drop it, it will break,

Then your heart will start to ache.
If you’re losing your best friends,

Go and try to make amends,
If the mending doesn’t fix,

Go and buy your friend a Twix.
If you see someone alone,

And you hear them start to groan,
Go and try to make them smile,

An your friendship could go a mile.
Friendship
By Alex Ellis

Friends are important in life.
Really good friends are loyal.
Interesting friends are the most fun.
Excellent friends are vital in school.
Never disrespect a friend.
Don’t leave a friend on their own.
Stupid friends are the worst kind of friend.
Having a good time is what friendship is all about.
If something happens to you, your friends will always be there,
Parting with your friends is one of the worst things in life.
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Church Extension Gets Under Way
Dagnall Church needs more space - and it's about to get it! For several years it has proved
increasingly difficult to house a growing Sunday School and a morning service in the space
available at the church, which is shared by Anglicans and Methodists.
Dagnall Church was built as a schoolroom with a shut-off chancel in 1863 by Earl Brownlow (of
Ashridge House), and was a chapel-of-ease within the Parish of Edlesborough until that parish was
amalgamated with Eaton Bray in 1974. When the Methodist Chapel in the village had to be closed,
the Methodist congregation was invited to hold its services in the Anglican Church, and that was
the beginning of a fruitful ecumenical partnership.
All Saints' Church is the only place of worship in the village, and now has a congregation
representing a range of Christian denominations, worshipping and working happily together. A
small hall with kitchen and toilet was built on in 1987, and the new extension will give more space
for Sunday School and social activities, but in such a way that it can all be opened up to the main
church building for special occasions.
The contract between the church authorities and the
selected builders, ROK Building Ltd from Milton
Keynes, was signed in the church on Friday
morning, 9 June. The photograph shows the Vicar
of Eaton Bray with Edlesborough, the Revd Canon
Malcolm Grant, and the Church Wardens, Deirdrea
Ellins and Sally Taylor, with Mr Ian Mason, Team
Leader of ROK Building Ltd., and Bruce Osborn,
Senior Steward of Dagnall Methodist congregation.
(Left to right: Mrs Ellins, Mr Mason, Canon Grant,
Ms Taylor and Mr Osborn.) The extension has been
designed by Kevin Sherwood of the Levitt
Partnership in Eaton Socon.
Work will commence on 12 June and is due for completion in mid-September. Meanwhile, Sunday
services will be held at the usual times in Dagnall Village Hall, by generous arrangement with the
Village Hall Committee. The picture shows the church already stripped for action - all the furniture
had gone into store ready for work to begin, and the contract had to be signed on top of the piano!
When the work is finished, the dream which the joint congregations have had for several years of
being able to hold a regular morning service every Sunday with Sunday School at the same time
will actually come true.
The work is expected to cost around £100,000, of which the magnificent sum of £50,000 was
contributed by the Dunstable Methodist Circuit Advance Fund. Special events arranged by the
congregation have raised over £20,000 in the last three years, and money has been contributed from
the funds of the two congregations. Last year,
one quarter of the proceeds of St Mary's Village
Carnival, held on Edlesborough Green, went to
the Extension Appeal. The annual Carnival, one
of the largest voluntary efforts in the area takes
place this year on the afternoon of Saturday, 1
July. Other fund-raising activities will be held in
Dagnall in the coming months.
FURTHER INFORMATION FROM The Revd
Canon Malcolm E. Grant, The Vicarage, 11 High
Street, Eaton Bray, Dunstable LU6 2DN (01525
220261)

IS YOUR COMPUTER
GIVING YOU A HEADACHE?

For all your home or business
computer problems

Contact Dave at A-rama (UK) Ltd at
The Book Castle, 12 Church Street,

Dunstable, Bedfordshire LU5 4RU
Tel: 01582 605670 (9.00-17:30 Mon-Sat) or

Mobile: 07850 777944 (9:00-21:00 Mon-Sat)
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Singing in the Rain!!!!
Some of you may recall the weather on Sunday, 21st May. It absolutely poured with rain for most
of the day, the worst we have had for weeks. Despite this out of the 230 tickets we sold for the
charity day at Edlesborough Mill, at least 170 of you turned up to support us. People sat under their
gazebo’s, rain pouring down their necks and in their wine glasses. The jazz band had to play in the
garage as they dare not risk being electrocuted with their equipment, and the rain kept coming…
The event ended earlier than anticipated, by about 4 o’clock everyone had gone home. One group
determined to be the last to leave were heckling early leavers and calling them “wimps” for leaving
as they struggled out with tables, chairs and soaking wet anoraks.
We would like to thank Anne and Richard Grant for the use of their beautiful home once again and
Edna and Percy Moore for taking on the raffle.  Thanks to Rowena Dean, from the Iain Rennie
Hospice at home for attending the event and we are proud to say we have presented them with a
cheque for £2600
Oh and by 6 o’clock the sun came out, there is no justice!
Many thanks for your valued support
The Villagers

Bedfordshire Farm & Country
Accommodation Group

require a

PART-TIME SECRETARY
Flexible working hours from home,

own car, office space and an interest in
to tourism an advantage.

Rural or agricultural background
preferred. Need to be computer

proficient
Could suit farm secretary.

Salary negotiable.
Applications in writing by 1st July to
The Chairman, B.F.C.A.G. Church
Farm, Roxton, Bedford. MK44 3EB

The Salvation Army, Booth Place
Weekly Activities

Sunday
Sunday School        9.45am
Morning Service        11.00am
Evening Service        6.00pm
Monday
Games Night (Ages 5-8)       4.30pm
Wednesday
Home League (Ladies Meeting)  2.30pm
Thursday
Young Ladies Fellowship
(Last Thursday in every month)
Friday
Young People         5.00pm
(Singing, tambourine & recorder practices)
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Photos from Eaton Bray Lawn Tennis Club’s Play Tennis Day

A Very Clever Cow Indeed!
Clarabelle, famous for her special performances at our village carnival
has got to be the smartest cow in the area for she must be the only bovine
for miles around to clock up visits to 3 schools in as many days.
Clarabelle would like to say thank you very much to the headteachers of
Ashton Middle School in Dunstable, Eaton Bray Lower School and
Edlesborough School for allowing her to come and visit the children. At
Ashton school, to the delight of the children, she even helped our vicar
with an “a-moosing” assembly! Here is Clarabelle pictured in Eaton
Bray High Street making sure we all “herd” about the carnival.
Thank you very much to everyone who supported Clarabelle- both
inside and out! We look forward to an “udder” successful visit from
Clarabelle again next summer.



37

Eaton Bray Lawn Tennis Club
As I write this in early June, the weather is turning from several weeks of solid tennis-spoiling rain
to some good old court-inducing sunshine. Out of interest, after the third week of non-stop rain and
hail and the inevitably consequential hosepipe ban, I reluctantly took the advice of Three Valleys
Water and invested in a water butt. It took four weeks to arrive due to ‘excessive demand’ for the
Slimline version (a bit like me). By the time DHL turned up with it, we’d had another four weeks
of downpours, and I was looking forward to enjoying seeing it fill to capacity within hours. As
co-incidentally it had stopped raining the day it arrived, I ventured outside with instructions and a
hammer, installed the thing using a rather nifty device to my downflow drainpipe, and returned
indoors to await the next storm. What’s happened? Not a drop since. Eighty degrees and blue skies
for over a week now. My butt’s as dry as a bone. A dormouse is using it as a sauna. I’ll have to hose
it down to stop it cracking up. Oh I can’t, there’s a hosepipe ban. I’ll use the water from the water
butt. Oh there’s none in it. Catch 22. I’ve been done.
Sorry back to tennis things. The sun was there shining brightly on the evening of 31st May for our
‘Play Tennis’ event. Over 60 people, half of them youngsters, came along to the courts to enjoy
some shots and a spot of coaching from Nick Boys and other press-ganged willing volunteers like
John Jones and Mike Abercrombie. Some sat and watched over a cup of tea (or at least that’s what
we told Ross was in the cups), some brought their own picnics and chairs and made an evening of
it, but everyone, and I mean everyone, wanted one of my deliciously tasty sausages or burgers made
from the finest ingredients by Hines butchers, cooked to perfection over searing hot coals, served
in a fresh bun or roll with a choice of fried onions and several accompanying sauces, presented in
an England flag type napkin with a friendly smile from my lovely assistants Jane Hosey and
Lorraine Stonelake. And all for only a pound you know. You couldn’t get a daytrip to Bangor for
that these days. For the first time ever, we sold out! Fruitless cries of ‘more sausages Mr Chairman’
went unheeded. Overall it was an excellent evening which was a lot of fun, and has encouraged half
a dozen new members to join our merry throng!
Last month we held an Indoor games night in the Village Hall which proved very popular by
becoming more confusing as the evening wore on. One hundred people were divided into teams
named after pubs and competed against one another in games such as shove ha’penny, skittles and
bar skittles, Quoits, Bung Hole, and Roll a Penny to name a few. The committee, one of whom was
stationed at each game as adjudicator, were trained and drilled on the rules of each game by Judy
Venn, and the rules of the scoring system by Chairman Ross, which proved far more complicated
than the games themselves. The affect of a pint or two on the adjudicators didn’t help the matter
and by half time during the excellent fish and chip supper, there was much frantic running around
by those committee members still able to run (or even walk) to try to determine which team was in
which position. So we had a raffle to give us some more time to try and work it out. By the end of
the evening it was only down to the Eurovision Song Contest type scoring system invented,
installed and implemented by Mike Abercrombie (which took up more space than any of the games
themselves) that enabled us to declare a winner. I’m afraid I can’t remember who it was (or any
details of the scoring system) but we’ve had so much feedback on what a good evening it was,
games, convivial atmosphere, confused committee, raffle prizes, food and all, that we must have
got it right! Judy, Jan and Ross, all is forgiven, and let’s have another one soon (but with a slightly
smaller scoreboard). Also can you ask if Carol Vorderman is free to pop along to help?
For any further information about the club, including when we get together for our social tennis
sessions up at the School Lane courts, or our various activities, please call either Chairman Ross
Bagni on 01525 221411, Coach Nick Boys on 07810 832774, or if they’re all out and I’m not
hosing down my butt, me, Andy Cross on 01582 477114.
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YOUR WILL & PROBATE
PROBATE is the official procedure followed after a death. It starts with determining who is to
administer the deceased’s estate: clear debts, prepare tax returns, distribute any assets etc.  A Will
nominates a person(s) (Executor(s)) for this role. The Probate Registry has to confirm the
Executor(s)’s authority before they can act.
INTESTACY: To die without leaving a Will is to die Intestate. The Probate Registry determines
who is to be the estate’s Administrator. The Administrator applies the Rules of Intestacy to the
distribution of any assets. This can be the first point of dispute within families. The Rules lays down
a hierarchy for the distribution of assets. Its application can be inequitable, potentially leaving
family members not provided for. Ultimately the Rules provide for assets to pass to the Crown.
(see April FOCUS article on INTESTACY)
THE WILL: Your Will and any associated codicils (endorsements: alterations/ additions
incorporated with the original Will) record your instructions on who is to administer your estate,
how the assets are to be distributed, who are nominated as guardians for any children etc. The Will
may also be accompanied by a Memorandum of Wishes which requests that the Executor(s)
implement specific actions, e.g. funeral arrangements; specific gifts etc., if practical and affordable.
Before the Probate Registry accepts a Will and any codicils, it must be evident that the Will is your
last and final testament and that the Will is a valid Will. The content of the Will and its witnessing
must be complete, consistent and not indicate any suggestion of your being placed under pressure
when the Will was drafted and signed. There must be no evidence of any tampering with the Will,
or that the Will is incomplete e.g. staple marks suggesting previous attachments.
The witnesses to your Will must be appropriate, their having no interest in the benefits provided by
the Will. The Probate Registry can ask a witness to attend for interview to determine that the
witnessing process was completed correctly.
The Will’s wording must be unambiguous, and not contain conflicting texts or financials; have no
significant inaccuracies in spellings, names or titles, and comply with legal conventions. Wordings
too, where appropriate, must satisfy case law and Inland Revenue requirements if an instruction
depends on such.
VALID WILL: The Probate Registry’s acceptance of only correctly drafted and witnessed Wills
places a high priority on your Will being prepared by a specialist solicitor, such as available from
my Practice.  With a specialist solicitor you will consider the full range of options available
ensuring your Will is bespoke to your personal needs, and include, for example, any wordings
necessary to satisfy the Inland Revenue to avoid inheritance tax, saving potentially over £100,000.
The risk of your Will being invalid will be minimised, whilst you will have the protection of the
Law Society and the solicitor’s professional indemnity insurance.
HIDDEN WILL: Too many Wills stay undiscovered.  Your Will’s location must be known to your
Executor(s). Its instructions could require prompt action re your funeral etc. The need for the Will
to be immediately available, together with it not being exposed to tampering or loss or damage,
makes the use of a secure storage facility a sensible arrangement. Several organisations provide
secure fire proof document storage. Some, like my Practice, supply a copy Will and advise
executors of the Will’s location together with sources of advice that may be needed when death
occurs.
KEY POINTS: The Probate Registry requires your Will to be properly drafted, complete and
witnessed. Hiding your Will, or dying intestate, makes no sense at all.
Next month: Wills & Business.
Tony Duke: BA (Hons) FCII                                                  Tel 01525 220644

The Will & Probate Practice
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State Registered Chiropodist

Miss Johnston
providing

HOME TREATMENT
Please phone Miss Johnston after 7.30 pm

on Dunstable 602835
 for an appointment.

R.J.O’CONNELL
BUILDING SERVICES
EXTENSIONS, PATIOS,

DRIVEWAYS AND
ROOF REPAIRS
TEL: 01296 681323
MOB: 07855 236726

Painting/Decorating  Curtain Rails
Kitchen Fitting  Tiling  Shelving/Flat Packs

YOU need LITTLE JOBS if

Shelves scare you, flat pack frustrates you
or mowing doesn’t move you,

you need someone to Do It for You

For your General
 Home Maintenance needs

Contact Carl Bird on 01582 703039
or Mobile 07773 230055

Floor Laying  Gutter Cleaning  Fencing
Loft Boarding  Gardening etc.

Attractive Accommodation
in Idyllic Surroundings

Open all year for
Bed & Breakfast

Telephone: 01525 220548

a la carte Restaurant
Telephone 01525 229649

Email: enquiries@bellowsmill.co.uk
Website: www.bellowsmill.co.uk



40

Edlesborough Parish Council (including Edlesborough, Dagnall
and Northall) News

Finance
Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2006 have been agreed and are currently with the Internal
Auditors.
Community Policing
A PCSO is currently undergoing training and should be seen around the Parish from early July
onwards. Thames Valley Police are urging members of the public to come forward if they consider
that they would like to become Police Community Service Officers, full training will be given and
for further information please contact the Thames Valley Police telephone number 0845 8 505 505.
There has been an increase in car crimes and parishioners are asked to make sure that valuables are
removed from cars and that garages, sheds etc. are securely locked.
Thames Valley Police have stressed the need for Parishioners to report immediately any acts of anti
social behaviour, crimes or nuisance. The telephone number to ring is 0845 8 505 505, except in an
extreme emergency when the 999 call should be made. If callers are not willing to divulge their
personal details a telephone call can be made to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 and although this
may take a little longer it will be reported to the Police.
Traffic Calming
Buckinghamshire County Council have promised to supply the required quotation for yellow
backed signs and roundels shortly.
A site meeting has been arranged to discuss the Dagnall `Build Out'. Arrangements are being made
to carry out a speed survey through Dagnall.
Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall Villages
Dagnall Fete was once again a great financial success despite the inclement weather. The Parish
Council were pleased to welcome Thames Valley Police who allowed the children to sit in the
police car and turn on the sirens etc. Dagnall and Edlesborough school children provided many
attractive drawings for the competition and the winners were presented with gift vouchers. Dagnall
Playgroup submitted an excellent book of what the children liked about their village and an insight
into what they would like to see in the future, the Playgroup would be presented with a donation
from the Parish for all the hard work involved. 15 Quizzes were successfully completed with three
people reaching the top score, namely Geoff Spencer, Basil Thorne and Steven Mead, a draw took
place for the winner who was Geoff Spencer. Answers to the Quiz will appear in the next edition
of Focus together with the answers for the Edlesborough Quiz.
The Parish Council have been informed that the new Edlesborough village sign will be erected very
shortly and confirmation received that the request for a reduction of the speed limit from 40mph to
30mph through Northall is to be reviewed in 2008 when the Speed Limit Review for this area is due
to take place.
Parishioners are requested to notify the Clerk of any overgrown footpaths. Several potholes have
been reported and are awaiting repair.
An inspection of the allotments will take place shortly to ascertain those which are not being
‘worked’. There is a waiting list for allotments and any overgrown plots will be taken back by the
Parish in accordance with the Tenancy Agreements and re-let.
The Parish Council thank the Parishioners for their responses concerning a Basketball Net for
Edlesborough. The purchase and siting of a Basketball Net and request for a second Junior football
pitch will be discussed at the full Parish Council meeting in June.
Roving Village Refuse Freighter Service
Letter has been sent thanking the driver of the Freighter for his help and the considerate way in
which he assisted parishioners with the disposal of their items particularly in Edlesborough.
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Parish Plan
A public meeting is currently being arranged by the Parish Council with a speaker from Bucks.
Community Action - further details to follow.
Allotments
The Parish Council would request that Dog Walkers do not allow their dogs to roam onto
cultivated allotments
Lin Sargeant- Clerk to Edlesborough Parish Council: Tel. 01525 220859
E-mail: parish.council.clerk@edlesborough.gov.uk Website: www.edlesborough.gov.uk

Edlesborough Book Group
Once again it is time for the Orange prize for Fiction to be awarded (it is only given to female
writers) and so we try to read the shortlisted books between us.
We managed to cover every novelist with varying degrees of enthusiasm. Two of us had read Ali
Smith’s ‘The Accidental’ and although the story was interesting we did not find it compelling
literature. Another two had read Zadie Smith’s ‘On Beauty’ and wondered why she seemed to
dislike white people so much. Neither were they over impressed by her literary style. Meanwhile
the story line of Hilary Mantel’s ‘Beyond Black’ came across as quite dark and sinister and our
reader was not sure it stood out as a great creative piece. ‘The History of Love’ by Nicola Kraus
seemed similarly uninspiring and so we were left with either Sarah Water’s ‘The Nightwatch’ or
Carrie Tiffany’s ‘Everymans Rules for Scientific Living’. ‘The Nightwatch’  seemed to possess the
main ingredients for success in that it was a good story, quite enjoyable and was also written by an
author  who has already tasted success with ‘Tipping the Velvet’ and Fingersmith’.
As a group we were not sure we could spot this year’s winner but we were keen to meet the
novelists and learn more about them at the British Library.

Bedfordshire Crafts at Willington
Dovecote and Stables

Come along on Sunday afternoon July 23rd.

2006, between 1 and 5 p.m. Crafts made by
many people from Bedfordshire and the
surrounding counties will be on display and
most will be for sale.
There will be hand-made cards, decoupage,
embroidery, jewellery, knitting, lace, soft toys
and portrait dolls, stained glass, table ware,
walking sticks, wood carving and more!
Artwork by the children from Willington Lower
School will also be on display.

Admission 50p, children under 16 free.
Tea, coffee and cakes will be on sale in the

nearby church.
You could also hear about the history of
these unique Tudor buildings and take a

walk round Willington village while you are
here.

This event is arranged by Bedford
Association for National Trust Members.
For more information contact Dorothy

Jamieson 01234-404879.

EATON BRAY LINE
DANCING CLUB

If you enjoy music and dancing
and would like to find a form of
exercise that is good fun, then
Line Dancing could be for you.
Our Line Dancing Club meets at
Eaton Bray Village Hall from 1.30
p.m. – 3.00 p.m. every Tuesday.
Beginners are welcome and there
will be some more challenging
dances for those with some
experience of Line Dancing.
Please call Lyn Stubbs on 01525
220731 if you would like to join
our friendly group.
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Emergency
Service

TAXI SERVICE
Lady Driver
Available

24 hours, 7 days a week, 6-4 seater
Prompt & Reliable Service

Phone Adrienne for a quote
07980 039715

All Plumbing Repairs
and Installations
Domestic & Commercial

 Dripping taps
 Sinks
 Overflows
 Cylinders & Tanks
 Immersion heaters
 Showers & Bathrooms etc
 Leaks, Bursts & Blockages
 Insurance work undertaken

No call-out charge, free estimates

D. NICHOLSON   PLUMBER

01525 872335
Mobile: 07976 975604

Glebe Farm Cottage, Dunstable Rd, Toddington

City and Guilds
Qualified Engineer

General Building & Plumbing
(Established over 15 years)

• Extensions - Loft conversions etc.

• Kitchens & Bathrooms fitted

• Installer of UPVC guttering,
soffits & fascia boards

• Roofing • Hard landscaping

Tel: 01525 221470
Mobile: 07941 563424

FREE ESTIMATES
• • •

NO JOB TOO SMALL

N.D.S.

City and Guilds
of London Institute
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Edlesborough
Parish Council Meetings

3rd Thursday of every month
7.30pm Memorial Hall

Next meeting:  Thursday 20th July 2006
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

Eaton Bray
Parish Council Meetings

1st Monday of every month
7.30pm The Coffee Tavern

Next Meeting: Monday 3rd July 2006

Eaton Bray Cricket Club
100 Club Results - June 2006
£25  Paul Harris  No.88
£10  G.Pearson
Eaton Bray Cricket Club is kindly
sponsored by F.A. Hawkins and M & M
Properties.

Mothers Union Eaton Bray
with Edlesborough

On Wednesday, 10th May we met at the home of
Audrey, which she kindly opens to us for our meeting
each May.

We opened, as usual with prayers which were led
by Sheila. This was followed by a demonstration of
Sugar Craft, by Mrs Edna Moore. Edna had brought
along a selection of “The one I made earlier,” some of
them being several years old, and these were all real
works of art, She kindly donated two of these for raffle
prizes. There are so many stages to making even the
smallest flowers, so patience is indeed a virtue, but the
finished result is amazing.
At 3.30 p.m  we had a break for an excellent tea, plus
a raffle and bring and buy. The Venue, the weather
and the company all added up to a very pleasant
afternoon.
Marjorie Cook
New Members and visitors are always welcome.

Have you got babies or toddlers?......
....then you might be interested to hear that there is a thriving network of parents
with young children in  Dunstable and neighbouring villages waiting to hear
from you. Some of you may have heard of The National Childbirth Trust
(NCT)™. It offers support in pregnancy, childbirth and early parenthood. You
don’t have to be a member to join in with the activities and services on offer.

Some of the things that are organised by the Dunstable & District branch of the NCT™ are:-
Bumps & Babies™
Fortnightly get togethers at people’s houses for mums-to-be and parents with babies under nine
months of age (or until they are mobile). Please contact Colette on 01525 873718 to find out more.
Friday Coffee
A good way for you and your babies/toddlers to meet new friends in the Dunstable/ Toddington
area. Every Friday at people’s houses. Please contact Catherine on 01525 874764 for more
information.
Bumps Babies & Bundles of Fun
A toddler group incorporating antenatal and postnatal support. Nice venue, great range of toys,
healthy snacks for children, craft tables for older tots. Help appreciated to set up and tidy
away.10-11.45am every Monday at the Salvation Army Hall, Bullpond Lane, Dunstable, entry £1
per family. For more information please call 0870 421 1032.
Nearly New Sales
Our branch organises at least two of these a year, one in Dunstable and one in Toddington. They
are a great place to pick up good quality secondhand toys, books and baby equipment. The next
sale is a table top sale in Toddington on 15th July, Toddington Village Hall 10-11.30. Sellers need
to pre-register. For more information please call Colette on 01525 873718 or Sarah 01525 632884.
Social events
A range of events occur throughout the year to suit all tastes. Recent events have included a
banquet, Theatre trips and Mexican evenings. The more the merrier! For more information on
forthcoming events call the branch on 0870 421 1032.
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Weddings • Ascot • Special Occasions
Hats to Hire • Hats to Buy

Your own hat trimmed
to co-ordinate with your outfit.

Telephone 01582 873822

WESTROPE BROS.

LAWN MOWER SERVICES
ALL TYPES GARDEN MOWERS SERVICED

THE RYE, EATON BRAY
Tel: Eaton Bray 220587

DIGITAL & ANALOGUE

TV & FM Radio Aerials
Satellite Installations

Extra TV & Satellite Points

FREE ESTIMATES

01525 852912

07710 429678
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GRASS ROOTS
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Including
TREE SURGERY

SELECTION, SUPPLY &
PLANTING OF TREES,
SHRUBS & HEDGES.

(Fully insured)
Tel: BRIAN McMAHON

NCH (Arb)
EATON BRAY 221960

McTimoney
CHIROPRACTIC

Margie Craib  BSc BHSI DC AMC MMCA
Human and Animal Treatments

Ashridge Farm, Ringshall, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1ND
Telephone: (01442) 842729

General Chiropractic Council Registration No. 293

 Handmade Curtains and Valences
 Roman, Venetian, Vertical and

Roller blinds, Cushions and
Upholstery

 Tracks and Poles
 Everything beautifully made and

fitted to the highest standards
 Exceptional personal service in your

home, taking care of all the details,
reducing your stress

 You can use your own or choose
from a range of the latest fabrics as
well as the more traditional
favourites

Call me
Sue Hawkins on Whipsnade

(01582) 873358

ROEBUCK GARAGE
HIGH STREET
EATON BRAY

220385

MOT
TEST CENTRE

The SHEELA MUNRO
JAZZ QUINTET

Weddings • Birthdays
Office Parties • Concerts

Christmas • New Years Eve
Jazz Swing Latin Blues

TeL: 01525 222164 Soft Furnishing, Interior Design
& Upholstery Service

Handmade Curtain Specialist
Swags & Tails • Pelmets •

Valances • Tie-Backs

Jane Euston • Rose Cottage
Northall Road • Eaton Bray

Tel/Fax: 01525 221034
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We offer:
 A secure, child-friendly environment five mornings a week for

children 2 ½ years old to school age.
 Enclosed outdoor play area.
 Close links with local schools and the community.
 Mums and Toddlers session on Thursday afternoons from 1-3pm

To find out more, or to arrange a visit to our setting:
Please telephone Mrs Julie Ramsay on 01525 229184.

Established over 10 Years

Forestry Contractor • Tree Felling
Crown Reduction & Thinnings
Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting

Stump Grinding • Site Clearance
Private Agriculture Fencing Contractor

Chipper & Stump Grinding Hire
Digger Hire

FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE ESTIMATES

‘The Best Choice For Your Tree’

12 Greenways, Eaton Bray, Beds

TEL: (01525) 221946
MOBILE: (07802) 410728
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Moren Associates Limited

Newsletter Creation & Editing
Presentations

Typing
Document Reformatting

Spreadsheets
Adverts

Poster, Flyer & Leaflet Creation
Basic Web Creation/Maintenance

and more...

Tel: 01525 229695
Email: officesupport@morenassociates.co.uk

www.morenassociates.co.uk

DO BOOK-KEEPING,
VAT RETURNS AND PAYE

give you nightmares?

 Then Call Claire Levy BA(Hons):

Day: 01296 668239
Eve: 01525 222552
Mob: 07970 874589

E-mail: claire@cvsbook-keeping.co.uk
Specialising in

Small businesses, Sole-
traders & Partnerships

CVS BOOK-KEEPING
Member of the Association of Accounting

Technicians
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All Saints, Dagnall - Services and Meetings in July 2006
During the building of the Church extension, services will be held in the Village Hall

Sun. 2nd July 9.00 am  Eucharist
         6.00 pm  Evening Service with Holy Communion
Sun. 9th July 10.30 am  Morning Service
  6.00 pm  Sung Eucharist
Sun. 16th July        9.00 am  Eucharist
                6.00 pm  Evening Service
Sun. 23rd July 10.30 am  Family Service
                 6.00 pm  Evening Prayer
Sun. 30th July 4.00 pm  Fellowship Service
Sunday School meets each Sunday at 10.30 am

Pukka Food at Eaton Bray Lower School!
Jamie Oliver has not visited Eaton Bray Lower School, but he would be proud of the pukka recipes
and boundless enthusiasm of everyone involved with the School dinners.
The Governors of the School held meetings with Scolarest and came up with the winning formula,
a new cook and a new healthy option menu.
Head, Mrs S Hounslow, said we are a high achieving School and we wanted a School dinner to
match.  The children are now being given freshly cooked healthy food.  The next step is to create
a real restaurant atmosphere where plastic trays are replaced with plates, and children fully engage
in conversation and debate!

Winners at Eaton Bray Lower School - K'Nex Challenge
As winners of Eaton Bray Lower School K'Nex challenge, Benjamin Baker and Benjamin Johnson
were invited to attend the Bedfordshire and Luton finals. Fifty-seven schools took part, including
middle schools. The task was to create a fun fair ride.
The winners were… Benjamin and Benjamin.  Well done boys.
Onwards to the South East finals.

Head Mrs. S. Hounslow

Telephone Number: 01525 220468
Fax:  01525 223057

School Lane
Eaton Bray
Bedfordshire
LU6 2DT

Part Time Teaching Assistant Required
 Hourly rates in accordance with qualifications and
experience
 Support for individual child part of total hours
 Application forms from the school
 Closing date 12/07/06
 Interviews 14/07/06
Start date 05/09/06
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Eaton Bray
Lower School

Summer Fair
Saturday 15th July

12.00 – 3.00pm
Stalls    bouncy castle fun & games
raffle refreshments barbecue

We will also be “going the extra mile”
to raise money for

CREAM TEA
TASKERS ROW

SHELTERED HOUSING
SCHEME,

OFF THE GREEN,
EDLESBOROUGH

SATURDAY 8m JULY
2.30PM - 4.30PM
£2 PER PERSON

ALL PROFITS TO
‘DREAMS COME TRUE’
(CHARITY HELPING TO
FULFILL THE DREAMS

OF TERMINALLY &
SERIOUSLY ILL

CHILDREN)

COURSES FOR
HORSES

COFFEE MORNING
JULY 22nd 2006

At 21 Yew Tree Close
Eaton Bray

10am – 12 noon
Cake Stall – Bring & Buy

Raffle
Organised by

Karli Dunstan age 11
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THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE
S.M. REILLY & SON

Established 1987
GENERAL BUILDERS

Extension Specialists
Tel: 01525 221740

Mobile: 07970 637511
Plastic Fascia & Soffit – Double Glazing

Windows  –  Doors -  Conservatories
Decorating  -  Drives  -  Porches

Barn conversions  -  Roofing

Wasps, Ants, Fleas, Cockroaches
Flies, Rats or Mice dealt with
professionally and efficiently.

All work guaranteed
Unbeatable Service • Prompt & Discreet

Very Competitive Prices.
Wasp Nest £38 • Ants from £45

Mobile: 07973 407027
Business: 01582 471766

HOUSE-TEC
The House Technician Ltd.
Electrical - *2005(P)Compliant.   Elec-Fault Finding.
Central Heating Controls.  Immersion Heaters.
Gate Systems. Plumbing - Bath / Shower / Kitchen.
Tap Re-seating.  Shower Controls.  Flat-pack Build.

Maintenance, Repairs, Upgrades and Emergencies

*NICEIC-DIS reg’d. MIEE. PL.insured. No call-out fees

Tel: 01582 873937 - 07785 503936

St Judes Clinic
Tring Road, Edlesborough

Physiotherapists
 Chiropodist, Podiatrist

Reflexologist, Acupuncturist
Women’s Health Service

Your local health Professionals
Practice Principal

Moira D’Arcy MCSP
Tel: 01525 220127

Member of the
Organisation of Chartered
Physiotherapists in Private
Practice

Fence Panels
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LCG
Honeywick Works, Eaton Bray

Cabinet Maker • Carpenter • Joiner
House Interiors

Handmade Kitchens
Can also supply and fit Crown Imperial

kitchens, wardrobes and desks
Home: 01582 600086
Mobile: 07759 856566

High-Class Butchers
Quality Beef, Pork & Lamb

Grade A Poultry
BBQ & Sausage Speciality

Renowned for ‘Bunkers Sausages’
Telephone: 01525 220413

CLEANING SERVICES

FREE PHONE

0800 298 5883
www.greatoutdoorsandin.co.uk

37 Oldhill, SW Dunstable

PRESSURE WASHING
- BLOCK PAVING & PATTERN
  IMPRINTED CONCRETE
  REFURBISHED
- DRIVEWAYS / PATIOS / PATHS
- WALLS / FENCES
- CONSERVATORIES
  (INSIDE / OUT)
- GRAFFITI REMOVAL

INTERIOR CLEANING
- OFFICES & HOUSES
- BUILDERS CLEANS
- PRE - POST LETT
- CARPETS & UPHOLSTERY

( ALL STAFF PROCHEM TRAINED )

- OVENS
- FULLY INSURED

Unisex
Hair & Beauty Salon
Open 11am til Late

Call Linda, Sophie or Kelly
on 01525 229111
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Dagnall School
A Buckinghamshire co-educational school

For 4-7 year olds

Dagnall school offers
small classes with high quality teaching

 a secure and caring environment
 an environment where each pupil is seen to

be an individual and not just one of many

Each child is encouraged to achieve to the best of their ability and to develop an
eagerness to acquire knowledge and become lifelong learners.

Come and visit our friendly school, meet our lovely children and dedicated staff.

Website www.dagnall.bucks.sch.uk Tel & Fax 01442 842473
e-mail office@dagnall.bucks.sch.uk

Leadership in the  C ommunity

2005

Swan Awards

Leadership in the Community
awarded 2005

Quality Mark
Awarded for a second
time in October 2003
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THOMPSON SHIPPING LIMITED
CASE MAKERS - EXPORT PACKERS - SHIPPING & FORWARDING AGENTS

Sheds
Summer Houses

Picnic Tables
Dog Kennels

Bird Tables & Nest Boxes
Made to your requirements

Contact: Arthur or Mick 01525 - 223071/220277

THE WAREHOUSE, F.A.HAWKINS TRANSPORT LTD.
TOTTERNHOE ROAD, EATON BRAY, BEDS. LU6 2BD

DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL, CLEAN AND RELIABLE SERVICE,
 FREE ESTIMATES, FRIENDLY ADVICE

* Plastering & Coving
* Floor Screeding

* Pebbledashing & Rendering
* Dry Lining

* Cornices & Mouldings
* Insurance Work Undertaken

CALL NICK CONWAY ON

Mobile: 07751 830716
Tel: 01525 221877/01442 269565

26 School  Lane, Eaton Bray, Dunstable, Bedfordshire LU6 2DT
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ALAN BARNARD
BUILDING
REPAIRS

ESTABLISHED 1967

NO JOB TOO SMALL
 ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS
 NEW KITCHENS & BATHROOMS
 BUILT IN WARDROBES
 PAINTING & DECORATING
 U.P.V.C FACIAS, SOFFITS &
GUTTERING
WOOD OR U.P.V.C DOORS &
WINDOWS

20 WELLHEAD ROAD
TOTTERNHOE, BEDS

01582 609726 & 07774 247658

KEITH GRADLEY
ELECTRICAL

83 High Street, Eaton Bray
Tel: Eaton Bray 222303
Mobile: 07976 640869

For all Domestic, Commercial and
Industrial Wiring and Plumbing
Storage Heaters, Showers etc.

Security Systems Installed
Test and Inspections

Free Estimates and Advice

Neil Hodson Associates

24 HIGH ST TRING
OFFER A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF

PROFESSIONAL BUILDING DESIGN,
ADVISORY AND DRAWING SERVICES

From plans for domestic extensions to
multi-storey offices, commercial

buildings and factories.

Structural surveys, site surveying,
advice on building defects and

Feasibility Studies

Planning Applications and Building
Regulation Consents obtained.

Tel 01442 890894 OR
Edlesborough 222462

Allow your child and friends to design
and make their own glass bead jewellery.

A Gift for the party child and each child
will be able to take home the jewellery

they have made.
For more information contact Lorraine on

01525 220267

Mick and Denise Garrod
Proprietors

Offer your pet a fully licensed Dog
and Cat boarding service

Purpose-built Dog kennels

Individual Cat chalets with
outdoor exercise runs

All in pleasant country surroundings

WELLHEAD BUNGALOWS,
TRING ROAD,
DUNSTABLE,
BEDS LU6 2JU
TELEPHONE:
(01582) 665343
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COFFEE TAVERN
High Street, Eaton Bray

Hall for hire suitable for
approximately 50 people with

kitchen facilities available.

Also two smaller rooms ideal
for committee meetings

FOR BOOKINGS:
PHONE SYLVIA HIGNELL

ON 01525 220891

VANSAR BLINDS
Domestic and Commercial Specialists

In all types of Blinds and Awnings

Family Business est. since 1984

 Vertical
 Venetian
 Rollers   For Free Measuring and Quotations
 Wood Weave   Supply and Fitting
 Roman    Contact Mark Allen
 Pleated       on
 Wood Venetian         01525-220477
 Conservatory Blinds        07711 257473

Patio Awnings

Pressing Need
Ironing Service

Laundry Service Available
Collection & Delivery

 48 Hours Return Service
Tel: (01582) 667332 or

07885 320042
E-mail: Ironout@aol.com

J.G.S. Metalwork
Specialists in Gates
& Gate Automation

Balustrades • Security Grilles • Railings
Curtain Rods • Weathervanes
Call in to discuss your ideas

Tel: 01525 220360 Fax: 01525 222786
High Street, Edlesborough LU6 2HS

www.weathervanes.org.uk
enquiries@weathervanes.org.uk
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Salvation Sound. . . . . .July 2006
Cookery. - So many of us are hooked on watching the programmes on television showing us the
skills of the modern day chefs.
Most housewives have a collection of cookery books; but do we make use of them? Do we “look
up” the recipes? What is the point of this acquired knowledge if we don't put it to the test.
During the 39/45 war, we were a much slimmer, healthier, island people. 'Rationing' did not allow
us to indulge our fancies too often; I inherited my mother's cook book - it speaks of using “2
penny-bars of vanilla chocolate”, 12 eggs etc. (for one cake - and that was being economical) and
that you need 3 eggs to make a Yorkshire pudding..!!
“It is altogether needless to tell housekeepers that breakfast is troublesome to arrange.”
“Luncheon, an inconsequent meal.”
“Tea - a newly invented luxury for ladies, indispensable for their happiness, so ruinous for their
health.”
“Dinner, the word, understood, means something more than a satisfying meal”. “Supper, neatness
and garnishing, give a comfortable finished look to the simplest of dishes.”
My mother was "Cook" in a large country house !!
Just as I like to indulge in cookery books, I wonder if she ever referred to that famous
cook/housekeeper Isabella Mary Beeton-(1836 - 1865) whose “Book of Household Management”
was published when she was just 25 years old. She was a farmers wife, a wonderful cook and a
really good housewife; she needed to be, for she kept house on the money she made from selling
home-made butter and fresh eggs from the farmhouse door. Granted she fed her poultry on the
surplus corn from the barn, and she had all the milk and cream she could produce from the
house-cows her husband allowed her, but from him she never received money!
Cooking, preserving, curing, storing, marketing, churning, cheese making, she was, at the same
time, blessed with a kindly disposition and good nature.
Proverbs 31. 25:28. states...
“Strength and honour are her clothing, and she shall rejoice in time to come. She openeth her mouth
with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness. She looketh well to the ways of her
household and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her children rise up and call her blessed; her
husband also, and he praiseth her.”
Isabella was only 29 years old when she died. I wonder if she would have appreciated all of today's
easy meals. Ah well - I'm off to the supermarket - now what can we have for dinner --?
A pound of tea at five and three, and a pot of raspberry jam;
Two new laid eggs, a dozen pegs,
And a pound of rashered ham.
I'll say it over all the way, then I'm sure not to forget,
For if I chance to bring things wrong,
My mother sure will fret.
A pound of tea at five and three, a pot of-er- new laid jam,
Two raspberry eggs and a dozen pegs,
And a pound of rashered ham.
There in the hay are children at play, they're having such fine fun,
I'll join them too, that's what I'll do
As soon as my errands run.
A pound of three at five and tea, a pot of new laid jam;
Two dozen eggs and raspberry pegs,
And a pound of rashered ham.
Now here's the shop, outside I stop,
And run through my errand again; I haven't forgot; I'd better not ,
It shows I'm quick that's plain.
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Eaton Bray Lions A.F.C. End of Season Awards 2006
On Saturday 10th June over 200 players and parents of E B Lions AFC gathered in the
hall at Edlesborough School for their annual end of season awards ceremony. All the
players received a trophy in recognition of their contribution and hard work and each
team manager nominated players for the special individual awards of “Winner of most

Man of the Match Awards”, “Most Improved Player of the Year” and “Player of the Season”. The
club would like to thank Dave Jones for doing such a great job as “Master of Ceremonies” (loved the
shirt, Dave!) and also Edlesborough School for kindly allowing us to make use of their premises and
facilities.
League Results
Under 8’s  7th in Division 2 of the Chiltern Junior Sevens League
Under 9’s  5th in Division 2 of the Chiltern Junior Sevens League
Under 10’s  2nd in Division 1 of the Chiltern Junior Sevens League
Under 12 Girls  3rd in the Chiltern Junior Sevens League
Under 12 Boys  7th in Division 4 of the Chiltern Youth League
Under 14’s  9th in Division 5 of the Chiltern Youth League
Trophies
The Under 10’s were runners up in the Chiltern Junior Sevens League Cup.
Player Awards

Player of the Season Winner of most Man Most Improved Player
    of the Match awards
U8 Dominic Ryan  Aaron Svoboda  Paolo Lombardo
U9 Harry Rogers  Matthew Glover  Cameron Abdullah
U10 James Pearce &   Declan Tomlinson  Jack Bramston
 Nathan Sears
U12G Millie Abdullah  Hannah Mustoe &  Hannah Fox
    Megan Luxford
U12B Jack Coates &  Gus Thorne  Lee Cavendish
 Matt Storey
U14 Daniel Law  Rob Gadsden  Dean Clark
The following boys received special awards for 5 years of continuous play for the club: Sam
Blumsom, Stephen Broughton, Dean Clark, Martin Coates, Alex Kirkwood, Daniel Law and Dylan
Taylor.
After the awards we all enjoyed the scorching hot weather and a barbecue lunch before returning
to the hall to watch England’s opening World Cup match projected onto a big screen. There was a
great atmosphere with lots of cheering, chanting and excitement – but who let the Bramston boys
loose with an air-horn?!  Then it was back out into the sunshine for more drinks and the youngsters
went out onto the field to play football (what else?) and a life-size version of human table-football
(don’t ask!).
Finally, Vince Moriarty, manager of the U12 boys team is keen to hear from prospective new
players for next season. If you are interested and will be in school year 8 in September then please
contact Vince on 01525 222017 or 07754 971902.
Liz Coates, Press Officer – EB Lions AFC (01442 842550).

A pound of three at five and tea,
A dozen of raspberry ham; a pot of eggs with a dozen pegs And a rasher of new laid jam......
1 Sam.8.
And Samuel told all the words of the Lord unto the people,
"He will take your daughters to be confectionaries, and to be cooks, and to be bakers".
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2 High Street, Edlesborough, Beds, LU6 2HS
Tel. 01525 221920

Email: Sam@Budsofmayflorist.co.uk

For all your floral requirements,
flowers for all occasions

Birthdays
Anniversaries

Weddings
Funerals

Social Functions
Corporate Contracts

Balloons
Fashion Jewellery

and much more …..

Full Teleflorist member so deliveries worldwide

Opening hours
Monday to Friday     -  9.00 until 4.30
Saturday              -  9.00 until 1.00
Sunday                     - closed

REFLEXOLOGIST
MARYLYN AUBURN, M.A.R.

Leighton Road, Edlesborough
Telephone: 01525 220030

Member of the Association of Reflexologists

MICHAEL HUBBINS

TELEPHONE ENGINEER

Installation of Telephone Extension Sockets
Digital, Satelite & Internet Sockets

Also Domestic Electrical Work Undertaken

Tel: 01582 471648
Mobile: 0771 8834851

Anne Johnson D.O.
Registered Osteopath

6 Moor End, Eaton Bray

01525 221958
07957 250682

Daytime and Evening
Appointments Available

K.B. CHIMNEYS
Professional Chimney-Sweep

No Mess • Prompt Service
Local Areas Only

01525 379271

Stephen D.
Janes

Est. 1982
CARPENTRY, JOINERY

KITCHENS FITTED
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
TELEPHONE: 01525 220649

®

EDLESBOROUGH
MEMORIAL HALL

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Available for Private or Commercial Lettings

£12.00 per hour

For Bookings please telephone:

01525 221416
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Edlesborough School
Full page
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EATON BRAY
VILLAGE HALL

LARGE & SMALL HALL,
MEETING ROOM, STAGE,

KITCHEN, LARGE CAR PARK
SUITABLE FOR ALL KINDS OF
EVENTS:-

 WEDDING RECEPTIONS
 CHILDREN’S PARTIES
 KEEP FIT, BADMINTON
STAGE PLAYS ETC

TELEPHONE THE BOOKING
CLERK, MAGGIE KERR, TO
BOOK YOUR EVENT, ON:-

01525 220201
KEYS TO BE COLLECTED BY

ARRANGEMENT

APT Fitness
Tailor Made to Your

Specific Requirements

WANT TO GET FIT, & LOSE WEIGHT
BUT LACK MOTIVATION?

I can provide the following services in
the comfort & privacy or your home:
A Health & Fitness Assessment,
including body fat analysis and advice on Diet and
Nutrition (FREE when booking personal training
sessions)

Personal Training – A safe, and effective
programme tailored to your fitness level and to meet
your goals.

Massage (Relaxing or Sports/Remedial) To aid
lymphatic drainage, stretch/relax muscles & improve
the quality of your skin in addition to the proven relief
of stress.
Gift Vouchers available for any of the above.
For further information, please contact:

Ruth Anderson Dip. PT & ST
Member of: Inst of Sports Therapists
                   Register of Nutritional Therapists

Tel: 01525 223074 Mobile: 07812 163979

C.S.L
PLUMBING & HEATING

ENGINEERS
Telephone: 01525 221052

or 07721 625887

GAS HEATING:
Installation & Repairs

FULL PLUMBING SERVICE:
Installation, Repairs &
Underground Drainage

8 St Mary’s Glebe
Edlesborough,
Beds LU6 2RB

Caroline Godden
PG DIP (Com) University of Herts.

I have a dedicated room at my home in
Cheddington

£25 per session
Phone in Confidence

07903 936133
or Email carolinegodden@hotmail.co.uk

I can offer help with:-

• DEPRESSION  • STRESS
• EATING DISORDERS  • LOW MOOD
• BEREAVEMENT  • ABUSE
• SEXUALITY  • LOSS
• RELATIONSHIPS  • SELF HARM
• ADDICTION • PHOBIAS
• PARENTING DIFFICULTIES

CLIENT LED COUNSELLING
B.A.C.P. Member
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Kingsley
GARAGE DOORS

 All types & makes of door
supplied & fitted

 Steel, timber, glass
reinforced polyester (GRP)

 Sectional doors - an ideal
solution for short driveways

Electric operators from £300 fitted
Automate your existing garage door

PROMPT REPAIR SERVICE

CALL 01525 221058

All Your Storage Needs Met
Clean, Dry and Secure Warehouse
Warehouse Storage Available for

Short/Long Term
Archive Boxes, Liquidated

Companies, Shredding available.
Household & Business items

Outside Storage Available for
Caravans and Trailers
Collection & Delivery

Boxes and other packing materials
available if required.

Dagnall Storage Company
Malting Barn
Malting Lane

Dagnall
Herts HP4 1QY

Tel: 01442 842589
Fax: 01442 842170

Email: info@dagnallstorage.co.uk

OFFICE:
01525 270045

•
MOBILE:

07946 857323

 EXTENSIONS • LOFT CONVERSIONS • PATIOS
 INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING/DECORATING
 FITTED KITCHENS/BATHROOMS/BEDROOMS
 ALL GENERAL BUILDING WORK
 Free estimates and advice
 Based locally with a friendly approach
 Committed to giving you what
you want without problems
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Eaton Bray Lower School
We’re a 5 Star Organisation!
     OFSTED told us so...

 #

 #

 #

 #

 #

“Teaching and learning are very good, with
a consistently high proportion of very
good teaching throughout the school.”

“The ethos of the school is very good and
staff are consistent in their expectations
of pupils’ good behaviour.”

“The openness, warmth and mutual
respect, which permeate the school,
promote a purposeful climate in which
effective learning can take place.”

“In lessons, pupils behave well because
they have good relationships with their
teachers and want to work hard for
them.”

“The atmosphere in the school is calm and
orderly.”

Come and see our school and After School
Club for yourself. (01525) 220468.
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FERTILISER PROGRAMMES  SCARIFICATION
FULL WEED CONTROL    HOLLOW TINE AERATION
DISEASE TREATMENT   TOP DRESSING
ANT / WORM CONTROL   MOSS CONTROL

 Ask about our revolutionary hard surface and decking treatment.

O1582 768698
www.cwlawndoctor.co.uk



64

Becca’s letter from Uganda
Hi hope you enjoyed the Open Gardens event. I hear it was a great success with prayers answered
in terms of good weather and lots of people in attendance. The support it will bring to Kagando will
by greatly welcomed and appreciated.
I thought it would be interesting to discuss the difference in culture between Uganda and the UK.
Uganda is a community-based culture. This has hundreds of implications; the most obvious is that
people spend a lot of time greeting one another. I once went onto a ward where, because I was busy,
I went straight to treating the patient. Later that day I was told off by the nurses for having not
greeted them first. In England we often greet people as we walk past one another – it was good to
hear that there was a lot of that going on in Eaton Bray during the Open Gardens. Here, in Uganda,
you have to stop and exchange conversation. It used to be an insult to not greet any person you
walked passed, now it is reserved to just people you know.
In this culture there is rarely the problem of loneliness. People don't like living by themselves, they
are brought up in large families and are used to people being around. Everyone drops by and visits
one another, very rarely is the visit pre-arranged.  As Westerners it can seem quite overwhelming
to not have space and time to yourself. Yet here it's normal – instead of people finding space by
being alone, they find it by thought privacy – in other words, they don't always share everything
they are thinking or that's going on in their mind. If someone visits and you are eating, it is polite
to share your dinner with them, even if it means that you do not have enough yourself. Similarly
whenever someone calls you should give them something to drink and a snack to eat. When they
leave you give them a "push" – this means that you accompany them part of their way home.
Funerals and Weddings are big occasions, everyone is supposed to go to them and it's normal for
people to leave work to attend. Prior to such events lists go round so that others can contribute and
support financially, so it is a community event.
When I first came to Africa as a student I was trying to come to terms with the recent death of a
close friend. She was 19 when she died and it seemed so hard and unfair. We feel that we and
everyone else has a right to live till old age, and even then we often struggle with death. Here death
is a normal part of everyday life, people are constantly praising God for the life that they have. Life
is not taken for granted and each new day is thought of and treasured as a gift. This has its downside
working in a hospital as sometimes a person’s life isn't fought for like it would be at home.
However, I still find it a much truer way to view life and liberating in many ways.
Money is looked at in a different way too. There is generally a lack of money so saving is not
commonplace. People will spend the money on whatever the next demand is. Money may be
earmarked for something, but used for a different need that comes first. There is no social security
in the country, so friends and relatives fulfil that role. Someone will have a financial need and they
will ask others to help them, with the assumption or hope that they will do the same for you. It is
therefore considered good to have as many friends as possible.
Titles and roles are viewed highly. There is a higher rank of people, from men to women to
children, and within this there are other ranks too. The elderly are greatly respected, as are people
in leadership positions. People acknowledge these by addressing with titles and by kneeling as they
greet.
Women spend ages in hairdressers getting hair extensions done, or their hair straightened. It's so
important here to look smart. Their version of smart is quite different to ours, for example a top and
skirt in the same bright pattern material would be frowned on at home but here it's much smarter
than wearing tops and skirt that differ.
There are so many differences in culture - in almost every aspect there is some difference that could
be written about. There are cultural rituals that I've not covered here too. One of the things that you
notice is how a lot of these are actually changing and in many ways the people here are loosing
some of their cultural difference and becoming more westernised. However, one conclusion I have
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Edlesborough W.I.
Two new members were welcomed to our Institute at our recent meeting.
Discussion took place on the two resolutions to be put to the National A.G.M. of the W.I.

this year. Elizabeth Braiden and Sue Parker outlined details of these resolutions. The first dealt with
encouraging the use of renewable energy technology such as solar panels, wind power, hydro
electric power. The second resolution was in connection with exercise and sport in the community.
There should be many more facilities for this, particularly in schools. Hopefully, if action is taken
in regard to these two important issues, both our planet and our population would be much
healthier. When put to the vote, all agreed on both resolutions, and our representative will act on
our behalf at the A.G.M.
We continued the evening with a cheese and wine supper, served by the committee, and
participated in what comes naturally to ladies – a good old “chin wag”!!
The following week a group of members enjoyed an evening outing for a meal at Tilsworth Golf
Club. Thanks to Kathie Froud for arranging this.
Val Harris

Eaton Bray WI Report
Our president welcomed the members to the June meeting. Among the items discussed before
welcoming our speaker, were the summer walk and our outing to Stratford on Avon in August.

An invitation has been received to join with our Dunstable WI friends for a back stage tour of
Covent Garden Theatre, and the Eaton Bray Methodist Church has invited us to a service and
afternoon tea on 15th June.
A national WI membership promotion is to take place later this year and discussion took place on
how we can participate.
Our guest speaker was from the Peoples Dispensary for Sick Animals, the largest animal charity in
Europe. Their aim is to provide free care for animals of people who live in deprived areas and
cannot afford veterinary fees. They also aim to promote responsible pet ownership.
The founder Marion Dickin opened a clinic in Whitechapel in 1900, the first hospital opened in
Ilford Essex.
The PDSA Dicken Award is given to dogs of “outstanding deeds”. The most recent recipient was
Buster, an explosives dog in the Gulf war.
The PDSA annual budget is £37 million with 47 Pet Aid Hospitals and 329 practices who provide
one and a half million free treatments a year. All
the veterinary staff are professionals and the
charity is the biggest employer of veterinary
nurses. The charity receives no government or
lottery money and relies entirely on fundraising
and donations with income from PDSA charity
shops.
Our speaker concluded in revealing that the most
common pet ailment is obesity!
The next WI meeting is at 7.30pm on Monday 3rd

July in Eaton Bray Village Hall, new members
and friends are always very welcome.

drawn is that, despite the apparent differences, there are many more similarities between people of
different races and what drives them all is love and caring and a sense of justice for all mankind.
Much love – and please keep praying for our work here in Uganda.
Rebecca

Private Tuition
Local qualified teacher offers extra

help for Key Stage 3 and GCSE
Maths and Science, AS/A2

Chemistry and AS Maths.
Please contact Angie for more
details on 01525 220958 or

07980 169138
Email
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Vicky Waller

YOUR DOG DESERVES THE BEST
PUT VICKY TO THE TEST

 Trained at the London Academy of
Professional Groomers to the highest City
and Guilds standard
Sympathetic and gentle handling of all dogs

NO CAGES

The
Dog Care
Specialist

Contact Vicky
Telephone: 01525 222775

www.dogcare.co.uk
Email: vicky@dogcare.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
PATIO & DRIVEWAY PRESSURE WASHING
For clients who expect the very best.

Christian family run business Reliable, conscientious, uniformed staff working to
strict codes of practice & industry approved guidelines.
Fully insured & licensed Full Member of Proclean The Professional Cleaners
Organisation (license no. 546).
Full service menu to suit all budgets & cleaning problems. Emergency stain
removal service, licensed protector treatments and maintenance programmes
available. Special rates for end of tenancy cleans and 10% discount for empty rooms.
FREE, no-obligation survey & quotation. We always survey before cleaning to make
sure we clean safely to and to the highest standards possible. We consider every
invitation into a client’s home a privilege.
Honest Pricing Promise No fancy sales gimmicks or expensive add-ons. The price
we quote is the price you pay.

Maintaining a standard that others find hard to achieve

Murray’s Cleaning Services
Tel: 01442 250679 7am-7pm

www.murrayscleaningservices.co.uk

David John Harris

(Established 1992)

All Fencing Work • All Gates
Paving • Patios

Driveways • Shingle
Hedge Setting and Cutting

Grass Cutting
Turfing Specialist

Exterior Painting Service
Sheds

Small Building Work
Trees & Shrubs Supplied

Tel/Fax: 01525 221745
Mobile: 07889 143713






